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Helena,  Montana.  Nov.  30th,  1914. 
HON.  SA^IUEL  V.  STEWART,  Governor. 

In  accordance  with  Section  4396,  Revised  Codes,  and  Section 
9,  Chapter  52.  Session  Laws,  1913,  we  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit herewith  Annual  Report  containing  an  account  of  all  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  this  Department  for  the  year  ending  Novem- 
ber 30th.  1914. 

Respectfully, 

BOARD  OF  RAILROAD    COM.MISSIONERS 

and  ex-officio 

PUBLIC  SERVICE   COMMISSION    OF  THE 
STATE  OF  MONTANA. 

DANIIEL  BOYLE,  Chairman. 

E.  A.  MORLEY, 

J.  H.  HALL. 

Commissioners. 

R.  F.  McLAREN,  Secretarv. 


PREFACE. 

Re[Jort  has  not  been  made  herein  of  cases  pending  before 
the  Board.  All  unfinished  investigations  and  all  matters  not 
concluded  on  this  date  have  been  withheld  and  will  appear  in 
Annual  Report  for  191 5. 

Copy  of  this  Report  will  be  mailed  free  upon  request. 


PART  I 

Station  and  Train  Service 


BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA 


DOCKET  No.  405. 


VIRGELLE,   Residents  of,   and   Vicinity, 

Complainants, 


against 


GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY, 

Defendant. 
IN  THE  MATTER  Of  Establishing-  An  Agency   at  Virgelle 
and  Improving  Passenger  Train  Service. 


HEARING  November  18,  1913. 
DECIDED  December  6,  1913. 


REPORT  AND  ORDER  OF  THE  COMMISSION 


Number  79. 

Hearing   was    held    at    Virgelle,    November    18,    1913. 

REPRESENTED: 

Complainants By  W.  R.   King. 

Defendant By  W.   S.  Herman,   T.   F.  A. 

COMMISSIONERS: 

Boyle, 

Morley, 

Hall. 

By  comiplaint  filed  October  lo,  1913  it  is  alleged  that  the 
service  rendered  by  the  railway  company  to  its  patrons  at  the 
station  Virgelle  is  unreasonable,  in  that  there  is  no  agent  em- 
ployed, although  the  volume  of  business  that  would  be  trans- 
acted at  Virgelle  would  amply  justify  an  agency;  and,  further- 
more, that  the  passenger  train  service  is  unreasonable,  to  the 
extent  that  Train  235,  west-bound,  and  Train  236,  east-bound, 
do  not  stop  at  that  station ;  and  that  the  only  passenger  train 
service  afforded  is  the  local  running  between  Great  Falls  and 
Havre,  which  does  not  permit  of  the  complainants'  reaching 
Benton,  the  county  seat,  and  returning  home  without  the  loss 
of  excessive  time. 

Virgelle  is  a  station  on  the  line  of  the  Great  Northern  Rail- 
way between  Great  Falls  ,and  Havre,  the  nearest  agency  on 
the  east  toeing  Big  Sandy,  14.6  miles  distant,  and  on  the  west, 
Benton,  29.4  miles,  making  the  distance  between  open  stations 
(agencies)   at  the  present  time  44  miles. 
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First,  in  regard  to  train  service,  we  find  that  complainants 
transact  most  of  their  business  at  Big-  Sandy  and  Benton,  while 
at  the  same  time  there  is  considerable  travel  to  and  from  Great 
Falls  and  Havre.  Under  the  present  schedule  of  train  service 
a  passenger  from  Virgelle,  wishing  to  go  to  Benton,  must  take 
Train  No.  223  at  3  :48  P.  M.,  arriving  at  Benton  5  :oo  P.  M.,  too 
late  to  transact  banking  or  court  business  that  day.  Conse- 
quently the  passenger  must  remain  in  Benton  until  9:20  A.  M. 
the  second  morning  following,  for  Train  No.  224;  this  for  the 
reason  that  train  No.  236,  east-bound,  does  not  stop  at  Virgelle, 
due  there  at  12  :32  A.  M.  In  other  words,  the  Virgelle  passen- 
ger must  stay  at  Benton  forty  hours  and  twenty  minutes ; 
whereas,  if  trains  No.  235  and  236  would  stop  at  Virgelle,  the 
passenger  would  arrive  at  Benton  at  7:10  A.  M.,  and  depart 
at  11:34  P.  M.,  being  sixteen  hours  and  twenty-four  minutes 
in  the  county  seat,  instead  of  forty  hours  and  twenty  minutes, 
under  the  present  arrangement.  The  same  basis  of  reasoning 
would  apply  to  a  passenger  from  Virgelle  destined  to  Great 
Falls. 

Between  Virgelle  and  Big  Sandy  the  present  service  permits 
of  a  passenger  leaving  Virgelle  at  10:30  A.  M.,  arriving  at  Big 
Sandy  ii:io  A.  M. ;  returning,  leave  at  3:15  P.  M.,  and  arrive 
at  Virgelle  3  148  P.  M.  We  do  not  see  wherein  this  service  is 
unreiasonaible  or  could  well  be  i'mproved  upon.  It  will  be  noted 
that  the  passenger  has  four  hours  and  five  minutes  at  Big 
Sandy  during  the  business  hours  of  the  day.  At  Havre,  how- 
ever, under  the  present  schedule,  the  passenger  would  have 
but  one  hour  and  thirty  minutes  between  trains ;  that  is,  from 
12:30  to  2:00  P.  M.  Ordinarily  we  think  this  would  not  be 
sufficient  time,  and  it  does  seem  unreasonable  to  require  the 
passenger  to  remain  over  until  2  :oo  P.  M.  the  following  day, 
or  an  additional  twenty-four  hours  for  the  local  train,  in  view 
of  train  No.  235,  which  leaves  Havre  at  4:40  A.  M.  and  arrives 
at  Virgelle  6:17  A.  M. 

Train  No.  236,  east-bound,  makes  connection  at  Havre  with 
east-bound,  main  line  passenger  train  No.  2.  Train  No.  235, 
west-bound,  leaves  Havre  after  the  arrival  of  west-bound  pass- 
enger train  No.  3  and  west-bound  train  No.  2y,  "the  fast  mail." 
Train  235's  average  speed  per  hour,  over  the  district  between 
Great  Falls  and  Havre,  is  30.1  miles;  and  train  236's,  29:6  miles 
per  hour. 
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The  reports  furnished  the  Commission  by  the  Auditing-  De- 
partment of  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Company,  show  that 
the  average  monthly  revenue  on  business  'received  and  for- 
warded from  Virgelle  is  about  $648.00.  This  figure,  however, 
apparently  does  not  represent  the  business  that  would  natur- 
ally be  transacted  at  that  station  if  an  agent  were  installed,  and 
the  testimony  is  to  the  effect  that  on  account  of  there  being 
no  agency  at  Virgelle  much  of  the  traffic  which  has  heretofore 
and  is  at  the  present  time  being  handled  at  either  Big  Sandy  or 
Benton  would  more  conveniently  and  with  less  expense  to  the 
complainants  be  received  at  and  forwarded  from  Virgelle.  A 
number  of  witnesses  were  of  the  opinion  that  were  an  agency 
established  the  business  would  double  or  even  treble  that  of 
the  past  year. 

It  also  is  shown  in  the  record  that  a  ferry,  recently  installed 
over  the  Missouri  River,  brings  to  Virgelle  practically  all  of  the 
business  for  a  distance  of  eighteen  miles  on  the  south  side  of 
the  river,  which  formerly  went  to  Benton.  It  is  estimated  that 
the  territory  tributary  to  Virgelle  comprises  about  324  sections 
of  land,  practically  all  of  which  has  been  taken  up  and  actually 
settled  on.  More  breaking  is  being  done  each  year,  and  the 
testimony  shows  that  within  the  next  two  years,  based  on 
the  acreage  that  must  be  broken  under  the  homestead  law 
and  an  estimated  yield  of  ten  bushels  to  the  acre,  there  will 
be  raised  in  that  section  tributary  to  Virgelle  350,000 
bushels  of  grain ;  that  is  to  say,  the  number  of  acres  that 
must  be  under  cultivation  in  order  for  the  settlers  to  hold 
their  claims ;  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  a  much  greater  acre- 
age v^'ill  be  broken  within  that  time.  An  elevator  with  a  ca- 
pacity of  25,000  bushels  was  built  this  fall,  and  the  community 
as  a  whole  shows  a  thriving  situation. 

Defendant  had  no  testimony  to  offer,  either  direct  or  in 
rebuttal.  The  record  in  this  respect  is  blank.  Defendant  has 
now  a  depot  at  Virgelle,  and  in  view  of  the  growing  import- 
ance of  that  station  and  the  development  of  the  surrounding 
country,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  complaint  is  warranted 
and  that  relief  should  be  afforded. 

Order. 

IT  IS,  THEREFORE,  ORDERED  That  on  and  after  the 
23d  day  of  December,  1913,  the  station  at  Virgelle  shall  be  in 
charge  of  an  agent ;  provided,  however,  that  after  the  agency 
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has  been  established  for  one  year,  if  defendant  is  of  the  opinion 
that  the  prospective  business  has  not  developed  sufficiently 
to  warrant  its  continuance,  an  application  to  close  the  station 
may  be  made  and  the  question  will  be  re-opened  for  further 
consideration,  upon, the  showing  that  the  view  taken  iby  the 
Commission  at  this  time  is  not  supported  by  actual  condi- 
tions. 

IT  IS  FURTHER  ORDERED  That,  effective  same  date, 
train  No,  233  shall  stop  on  flag  to  take  on  passengers  for 
Benton  or  Great  Falls,  or  to  let  off  passengers  from  Havre. 
Train  No.  236  shall  stop  on  flag  to  let  off  passengers  from 
Great  Falls  or  Benton,  or  to  take  on  passengers  for  Havre. 

The  Secretary  is  directed  to  serve  upon  the  Great  Northern 
Railway  Company  a  true  and  certified  copy  of  this  Report 
and  Order  which  shall  remain  in  full  force  and  effect  until  the 
further  order  or  approval  of  the  Commission. 

BOARD    OF  RAILROAD  COMMISSIONERS 
OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA. 

By  R.   F.   McLaren,   Secretary. 
Helena,   Montana,  December  8,   1913. 
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OFFICE   OF   THE    BOARD    OF     RAILROAD     COMMIS- 
SIONERS OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA 
Order  No.  80. 


GOVERNING  PASSENGER  TRAIN  SERVICE. 


WHEREAS,  Section  No.  4382.  Revised  Codes  of  the  State 
of  Montana,  makes  it  the  duty  of  this  Commission  to  compel 
any  and  all  railroads  operating  within  this  state  to  provide, 
maintain  and  operate  sufficient  train  service,  both  freight  and 
passenger  for  the  proper  and  reasonable  accommodation  of 
the  public,  and  to  provide  and  maintain  suitable  waiting  rooms 
for  passengers,  and  suitable  rooms  for  freight  and  baggage  at 
all  stations,  and 

WHEREAS,  on  the  28th  day  of  May,  1908,  the  Commission 
issued  its  Order  No.  17,  instructing: 

"That  no  railway  company,  now  or  hereafter  operating  with- 
in the  State  of  Montana,  shall  abandon  any  station  either  upon 
main  or  ibranch  lines,  which  now  is,  or  may  hereafter  be  estab- 
lished, without  first  giving  notice  thereof,  to,  and  receiving 
the  permission  from  the  Board  of  Railroad  Commissioners  of 
the  State  of  Montana,  to  make  such  change,"  and 

WHEREAS,  some  of  the  common  carriers  of  the  state, 
have  from  time  to  time,  curtailed  or  discontinued  entirely, 
passenger  train  service  between  certain  points  without  the 
knowledge  or  consent  of  the  Commission,  and  to  the  disad- 
vantage and  detriment  of  the  traveling  public, 

IT  IS  ORDERED,,  that  effective  at  once  there  shall  be  no 
curtailment  or  discontinuance  of  passenger  train  service  be- 
tween points  within  the  State  of  Montana,  except  when  such 
curtailment  or  discontinuance  has  been  authorized  by  this 
Commission,  and  in  no  event  shall  the  service  be  diminished 
within  less  than  ten  (10)  days  after  the  authority  of  the  Com- 
mission has  been  given,  and  proper  notice  thereof  having  been 
Dosted  for  the  information  of  the  public. 

Passenger  train  service  as  referred  to  herein  is  held  to  in- 
clude "mixed"  (freight  and  passenger),  and  applies  also  to  the 
stopping  of  trains  at  stations,  whether  regularly  or  on  flag, 
and  no  stops,  whether  regular  or  irregular,  shall  be  hereafter 
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discontinued  except  upon  the  authority  of  the   Commission. 

The  Secretary  is  directed  to  serve  upon  the  proper  officer 
of  each  common  carrier  operating  within  the  State  of  Montana, 
a  true  and  certified  copy  of  this  Order,  and  to  obtain  acknowl- 
edgement therefor. 

BOARD   OF  RAILROAD    COMMISSIONERS 
OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA. 

By  R.  F.  McLaren,  Secretary. 
Helena,  Montana,  January  9th,   1914. 
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BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA 


Docket  No.  414. 


KOLIN,  MONTANA,  Residents  Of,   and  Vicinity, 

Complainants, 
vs. 

GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY, 

Defendant. 
IN  THE  MATTER  OF  Requiring  An  Agency  Established  at 
Kolin. 


HEARING,  February  5th,  1914. 


REPORT   OF  THE   COMMISSION. 


Number  83. 

Hearing   in    this    case   was    regularly   reld   at   Moccasin,    Montana,    February 
5th,    1914. 

REPRESENTED:       ■ 

Complainants By  P.  J.  Rau, 

"    W.  H.   Hawley, 

"    P.   L.   Terrill. 
Defendant By  M.   Nicholson,    Ass't.    Gen'l.    Supt., 

"    F.  D.   Kelsey,   Div.   Supt., 

"    J.   T.  McGaughey,   A.  G.   F.   &  P.  A. 

COMMISSIONERS: 
Boyle, 
Morley, 
Hall. 

By  petition  filed  November  28th,  1913,  complainants  alleged 
that  the  business  transacted  with  defendant  company  at  the 
station  of  Kolin,  was  of  sufficient  volume  to  warrant  the  serv- 
ices of  an  agent. 

Koilin  is  a  non-agency  station  on  the  Moccasdn-Lewistown 
branch  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Company  in  Fergus 
County,  which  branch  line  was  built  and  opened  for  the  han- 
dling of  traffic  less  than  two  years  ago.  Defendant  in  its 
answer  to  the  complaint,  averred  that  the  business  was  insuf- 
ficient to  warrant  an  agency  at  this  time. 

Kolin  had,  when  this  complaint  was  made,  a  station  build- 
ing of  ample  capacity  for  a  place  of  that  size,  also  a  custodian 
whose  duty  it  was  to  look  after  freight  shipments,  but  the 
waiting  room  was  kept  locked  at  all  times ;  consequently  pass- 
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engers  were  obliged  to  remain  outside,  regardless  of  weather 
conditions. 

Kolin  is  located  in  a  prosperous  and  growing  section  and  in 
time  will  be  an  important  station ;  the  railroad  having  been 
built,  as  stated  above,  less  than  two  years  ago.  ■' 

It  was  stipulated  and  agreed  at  the  hearing  by  and  between 
the  parties  hereto,  that  the  custodian  should  also  be  in  charge 
of  the  waiting  room  and  keep  same  heated  and  lighted  at  such 
times  as  heat  and  light  were  necessary,  and  that  it  should  be 
open  for  the  accommodation  of  passengers  at  certain  times 
during  the  day.  It  was  further  stipulated  and  agreed  that  an 
agent  would  be  installed  when  the  1914  crop  commenced  to 
move,  such  agency  to  continue  as  long  as  the  traffic  handled 
would  warrant  his  services.  This  arrangement  being  satis- 
factory to  the  complainants,  and  upon  the  assurance  by  the 
railway  company  that  it  would  be  carried  out,  the  Commission 
will  defer  making  any  order  pending  the  fulfillment  thereof. 
BOARD  OF  RAILROAD  COMMISSIONERS 
OF  THE   STATE   OF  MONTANA. 

By    R.    F.    McLAREN,    Secretary. 
Helena,    Montana,    February    nth,    1914. 


RAILROAD  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA  19 


BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA 


Docket  No.  413. 


MARSH,  Residents  Of,  and  Vicinity, 

Complainants, 
against 

NORTHERN  PACIFIC  RAILWAY  COMPANY, 

Defendant. 
IN  THE  MATTER  OF  Constructing  a  Depot  and  Establish- 
ing An  Agency  at  Marsh. 


HEARING,  February   12th,   1914. 
DECIDED,  March  28th,  1914. 


REPORT  AND  ORDER  OF  THE  COMMISSION. 


Number  86. 

Hearing  was  regularly  held  at   Glendive  February  12th,    1914. 

REPRESENTED: 

Complainants By  G.    N.    Sutclif fe, 

Defendant "    J.   M.   Rapelje, 

"    W.   H.   Merriman, 

"    T.   H.   Lantrv, 

"    J.   B.   Spurling. 

COMMISSIONERS: 

Boyle, 

Morley, 

Hall. 

Alvord,   Counsel. 

Informal  complaint  filed  November  25th,  1913,  alleged  that 
the  station  facilities  furnished  by  defendant  company  at  Marsh 
were  insufficient  and  inadequate,  and  that  the  business  trans- 
acted at  that  station  was  of  sufficient  volume  and  importance 
to  justify  the  services  of  an  agent  and  the  construction  of  a 
depot.  In  its  answer  defendant  avers  that  the  traffic  would 
not  justify  compliance  with  the  petition,  and  prays  that  the 
proceeding  be  dismissed. 

Marsh  is  a  station  on  the  main  line  of  the  Nortlhern  Pacific 
Railway  in  Dawson  County,  the  nearest  agencies  being  Glen- 
dive on  the  east,  19.5  miles  distant,  and  Fallon  on  the  west, 
10  miles,  making  the  total  distance  between  oipen  stations 
29:5  miles.     The  only  accommodations  at  the  present  time  in 
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the  way  of  station  facilities  is  a  box  car  with  a  stove  in  it, 
intended  for  the  use  of  passengers  waiting  for  trains.  This 
car,  the  record  states,  is  made  a  rendezvous  for  hoboes  and 
is  unfit  for  the  purpose  of  a  waiting  room.  The  territory  trib- 
utary to  Marsh  is  settled  largely  by  Germans  engaged  in 
farming  and  in  a  small  way  in  dairying.  The  testimony  shows 
that  last  season  there  were  nineteen  shipping  cream  to  the 
nearby  markets,  and  it  was  the  concensus  of  opinion  of  wit- 
nesses that  with  better  railroad  facilities  this  industry  would 
be  greatly  increased ;  but  owing  to  the  highly  perishable  nature 
of  the  commodity  it  was  not  being  engaged  in  extensively 
under  present  conditions. 

As  stated,  Fallon  is  the  nearest  agency,  lo  miles  west,  and 
at  the  time  of  this  hearing  a  bridge  was  in  course  of  construc- 
tion at  that  point  over  the  Yellowstone  River.  It  was  the 
opinion  of  the  railway  company's  representatives  that  upon 
the  completion  of  this  bridge  a  large  portion  of  the  shipping 
from  the  district  north  of  the  river  would  go  to  Fallon  rather 
than  to  Marsh  as  it  does  now,  on  account  of  it  being  neces- 
sary to  ferry  across  opposite  the  latter  station,  and  that  this 
would  mean  a  substantial  decline  in  station  earnings ;  in  fact 
the  company  expressed  the  belief  that  Marsh  had  seen  its 
best  days,  and  that  the  elevator  there  would  likely  be  aban- 
doned. On  the  other  hand  complainants  were  more  optimistic 
and  seemed  to  think  that  Marsh  would  still  be  patronized  by 
the  "north  side"  on  account  of  the  shorter  haul  and  the  more 
favorable  condition  of  the  roads  for  heavy  teaming;  provided 
there  were  equally  as  good  shipping  accommodations. 

The  business  transacted  with  the  railway  company  at  Marsh 
during  the  year  ending  October  31st,  1913,  as  shown  by  re- 
ports filed  with  the  Commission,  amounted  to  $9,069.99  and 
is  given  by  months  in  the  following  statement : 
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Month 


November,      1912 
December,     1912 
January,     1913     . . 
February,     1913     . 

March,    1913     

April,    1913    

May,    1913     

June,    1913    

July      1913 

August,      1913 
September,    1913 
October,    1913     . . . 


$1,594.12 

1,607.96 

381.61 

753.80 

620.83 

79.15 

5.19 

76.71 

3.47 

3.09 

582.42 

1,297.19 

$7,005.54 


$    148.67 

491.12 

72.37 

76.16 

74.16 

142.27 

187.28 

177.57 

117.34 

105.90 

71.27 

117.54 

$1,781.65 


$  22.65 
32.05 
27.10 
20.60 
17.45 
15.10 
19.25 
24.00 
25.20 
26.45 
24.80 
28.15 


$282.80 


An  average,  as  will  be  noted,  of  $755.00  per  month.  It  will 
be  noted  also  that  $5,33945,  or  59%  of  the  total  for  the  year, 
was  confined  to  three  months,  viz :  October,  November  and 
December;  the  earnings  for  the  other  nine  months  averaging 
only  $414.50.  This  is  due,  of  course,  to  grain  shipments  in  the 
fall  and  early  winter.  The  amount  of  traffic  handled,  or  to  be 
handled,  is  the  controlling  factor  in  such  cases.  It  is  true  that 
a  station  does  more  business  when  there  is  an  agent  in  charge, 
than  without  one,  but  it  is  not  possible  to  say  in  what  propor- 
tions the  revenue  would  be  enhanced  at  Marsh ; — local  condi- 
tions govern  to  a  large  extent;  in  some  instances  the  revenue 
has  increased  one-third,  wathout  any  other  apparent  reason 
than  the  fact  of  there  being  someone  employed  to  look  after 
the  interests  of  all  parties. 

We  are  not  of  the  opinion  that  the  time  is  opportune  to  re- 
quire the  construction  of  a  depot  as  prayed  for  in  this  com- 
plaint, but  unquestionably  an  improvement  in  conditions  is 
warranted  and  can  be  effected  without  imposing  any  undue 
burden   upon   the   respondent,   WHEREFORE: 

Order. 

This  case  being  at  issue  upon  complaint  and  answer  filed, 
and  having  been  duly  heard  and  submitted  by  the  parties  here- 
to, and  a  full  investigation  of  the  matters  and  things  involved 
having  been  had,  and  the  Commission  having  on  the  date 
hereof  made  its  report  containing  its  findings  of  fact  and  con- 
clusions thereon,   which   said   report   is   made   a   part   hereof, — 

IT  IS  ORDERED  that  the  defendant  shall  within  thirty 
(30)    days    provide    at    the    station    of    Marsh    such    temporary 
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facilities  as  will  afford  suitable  protection  to  passengers  wait- 
ing for  trains,  and  also  for  the  housing  of  less-than-car-load 
shipments  of  freight  and  express,  and  shall  appoint  or  engage 
some  competent  person  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  look  after  the 
premises  and  to  care  for  in  a  proper  manner,  shipments  of 
freight  and  express  received  or  to  be  forwarded.  He  shall  also 
have  access  to  the  railway  company's  telephone  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  the  arriving  time  of  trains,  and 

It  is  further  ordered  that  an  agency  shall  be  established 
September  ist,  1914,  to  continue  until  the  further  order  or 
approval  of  the  Commission ;  provided,  however,  that  defen- 
dant may  if  it  so  desires,  make  application  to  discontinue  such 
agency  after  January  ist,  1915,  and  the  Commission  will  grant 
a  hearing  to  determine  what  action  shall  be  taken. 

The  Secretary  is  directed  to  serve  upon  the  parties  hereto, 
a  true  and  certified  copy  of  this  Report  and  Order. 

BOARD    OF   RAILROAD   COMMISSIONERS 
OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA. 

By  R.  F.  McLaren,  Secretary. 
Helena,  Montana,  April  2d,  1914. 


RAILROAD  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA  23 


BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA 


Docket  No.  427. 


BOX  ELDER,  Residents  Of, 

Complainants, 
against 

GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY, 

Defendant. 

IN   THE   MATTER   OF   Improved   Passenger   Train    Service 

at  Box  Elder. 


HEARING,   March  20th,   1914. 
DECIDED,   March  28th,   1914. 


REPORT  AND  ORDER  OF  THE  COMMISSION. 


Number  87. 

Hearing   was    regularly    held    at    Box    Elder,    March    20th,    1914. 

REPRESENTED: 

Complainant By  Levi   Fossum. 

Defendant By  M.   Nicholson, 

"    F.   D.   Kelsey, 

"    W.    S.   Herman. 

COMMISSIONERS: 

Boyle, 

Morley, 

Hail. 

Box  Elder  is  a  station  on  the  Great  Falls-Havre  line  of  the 
Great  Northern  Railway.  On  January  26th,  1914,  a  petition 
was  filed  with  the  Comimission  iprotesting  against  the  action  of 
defendant  in  restricting  the  service  of  passenger  trains  numbers 
235  and  236,  and  prayed  that  the  same  service  as  in  effect  prior 
to  January  15th,  be  restored.  The  complaint  was  brought  about 
by  the  following  order  issued  by  the  management  of  the  road : 

"On  receipt  of  this  letter  you  may  arrange  for  trains  235 
and  236  to  stop  on  flag  at  Box  Elder  for  passengers  for  points 
east  of  Glasgow  and  south  of  Great  Falls.  This  instead  of 
the  regular  stop  of  these  trains  at  that  station." 

Complainants  alleged  that  under  this  new  rule  an  unreason- 
able length  of  time  was  consumed  going  to  the  county  seat, 
and  other  towns  between  Havre  and  Great  Falls.  Trains  235 
and   236   operate   between    Havre    and    Butte.       Number    235, 
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south-bound,  leaves  Havre  at  4:40  A.  M.,  after  the  arrival  of 
passenger  train  No.  3  from  the  east,  at  2 :05  A.  M.,  and  No. 
2^  (the  fast  mail),  at  4:05  A.  M. ;  passes  Box  Elder  at  5:30 
A.  M.,  arrives  Great  Falls  8:45  A.  M.  Train  No.  236,  north- 
bound, leaves  Butte  at  3:00  P.  M.,  Great  Falls  at  10:00  P.  M., 
passes  Box  Elder  at  1:20  A.  M.,  arriving  at  Havre  2:10  A.  M., 
connecting  with  train  No.  2  for  the  east  at  2:40  A.  M.,  and 
No.  3  for  the  west,  due  to  leave  Havre  at  2 :2o  A.  M.  The 
only  other  trains  between  Havre  and  Great  Falls  are  numbers 
223  and  224,  as  follows: 

South-Bound  North-Bound 


223 

224 

Lv.  2:00  P.  M. 

Havre 

Ar.  12:30  P.  M. 

2:53  P.  M. 

Box    Elder 

11:35  A.  M. 

Ar.  7:00  P.  M. 

Great    Falls 

Lv.     7:30  A.  M. 

From  this  it  will  be  noted  that  if  the  service  at  Box  Elder 
is  confined  to  trains  223  and  224,  a  passenger  would  arrive 
at  Havre  12 :3o  P.  M.  and  must  leave  at  2  :oo  P.  M.  or  else 
remain  until  the  following  day.  In  the  other  direction,  leave 
Box  Elder  at  2:53  P.  M.  and  arrive  Great  Falls  7:00  P.  M.,  too 
late  to  transact  business,  and  must  stay  over  thirty-six  hours, 
as  the  local  (No.  224)  leaA^es  Great  Falls  at  7:30  A.  M.  The 
same    conditions    exist    relatively    at    the    intermediate    points. 

Trains  235  and  236  as  already  stated,  have  main  line  con- 
nections and  handle  in  both  directions  through  sleepers  to 
and  from  Great  Falls,  Helena,  and  Butte;  they  are,  in  reality, 
through  trains  and  we  are  loath  to  impose  upon  them  unneces- 
sary local  work.  At  the  same  time  we  are  of  the  opinion  that 
the  service  at  Box  Elder  should  be  and  can  be  improved,  as 
hereinafter  set  forth,  for  the  proper  and  reasonable  accommoda- 
tion of  the  public,  without  placing  undue  burden  upon  the 
carrier. 

Order. 

WHEREFORE,  this  case  being  at  issue  upon  complaint 
and  answer  filed,  and  having  been  duly  heard  and  submitted 
by  the  parties  hereto,  and  a  full  investigation  of  the  matters 
and  things  involved  having  been  had,  and  the  Commission 
having  on  the  date  hereof  made  its  report  containing  its  find- 
ings of  fact  and  conclusions  thereon,  which  said  report  is 
made  a  part  hereof. 

IT  IS  ORDERED  that  defendant  shall,  commencing  April 
19th,    1914,   stop   trains  235   and   236   on   flag  at   Box   Elder  to 
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receive    or    discharge    passengers    for    or    from    stations    where 

these    trains    stop,    or    points    beyond    Havre    where    stops    are 

made  by  trains  number  two  and  three. 

The    Secretary   is    directed    to    serve   on    the    parties    hereto, 

a  true  and  certified  copy  of  this   Report  and  Order,   and  the 

same  shall  remain  in  effect  until  the  further  order  or  approval 

of  the  Commission. 

BOARD  OF   RAILROAD    COMMISSIONERS 
OF  THE   STATE   OF  MONTANA. 

By  R.  F.  McLaren,  Secretary. 

Helena,  Montana,  April  9th,  1914. 


26  SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA 


Docket  Numbers  412  and  422  (Consolidated). 


ETHRIDGE,   Residents   Of,  and  Vicinity, 

Complainants, 


agamst 


GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY, 

Defendant. 

IN  THE  MATTER  OF  Constructing  a  Depot  and  Establish- 
ing An  Agency  at  Ethridge ;  Also  Additional  Passenger 
Train  Service  Between  Shelby  Junction  and  Cut  Bank. 


HEARING,  March  i8th,  1914. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSION. 


Number  88. 

Hearing  was  regularly  held  at  Shelby,  March  18th,   1914. 

REPRESENTED: 

Complainants By  I.    T.    Cram  er, 

"    Geo.  A.   Norman. 

Defendant By  M.    Nicholson, 

"    G.    S.    Stewart, 
"    W.   S.   Herman. 

COMMISSIONERS: 

Boyle, 
Hall. 

Complainants  in  both  of  these  causes  were  the  residents  of 
Ethridge  and  in  that  vicinity.  Docket  number  412  prays  for 
the  restoration  of  local  passenger  trains  231  and  232  between 
Shelby  and  Cut  Bank,  which  were  discontinued  on  or  about 
October  20th,  1913.  Docket  number  422  prays  that  the  rail- 
way company  be  required  to  build  a  depot  and  establish  an 
agency  at  Ethridge.  In  its  answer  defendant  denied  the  peti- 
tion for  relief  in  both  proceedings. 

When  hearing  was  called  to  order  Mr.  M.  Nicholson,  Ass't. 
Gen'l.  Supt.,  Great  Northern  Railway  Company,  made  the  fol- 
lowing statement:  (Tr.  P.  3). 

"I  am  very  glad  to  say  that  Ethridge  will  be  pro- 
vided with  a  depot  this  summer,  and  as  early  as  we 
can  get  at  it,  *  *  *  ^nd  the  extensioon  of  an  in- 
dustry track  at   Ethridge   will   be   made  just   as   soon 
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as    Mr.   Stewart   can   get   his    material    and    his    force 
there  to  do    it.     We  are  going     to  give  you  a  depot; 
we   are   going  to   give   you   this   extension    of   the   in- 
dustry track,  and  we  will  be  very  glad  indeed  to  give 
you  an  agent,  because  we  recognize  that  the  business 
is  increasing  all  the  time  there,  and  we  will  he  glad 
to  establish  an  agency." 
Witness  then  dwelt  upon  the  dearth  of  passenger  travel  and 
the  consequent  lack   of  revenue   to   warrant   running  an   addi- 
tional passenger  train  between  the  points  mentioned,  submit- 
ting figures  to  show  the  cost  of  operating  trains  per  mile,  and 
the   average   number  of  passengers  per  trip   handled   prior   to 
the  discontinuance  of  the  service  sought  to  be  restored. 
Mr.  Cramer,  for  the  complaints,  (tr.  P.  6)  says : 

"Previous   to   coming  up  here   we  had  a  little   talk 
about  this   restoration   of   the   service,   and   the   repre- 
sentatives of  the  road  assured  us  they  would  give  us 
better  service  on  the  local  freight,  which  is  now  totally 
unreliable,  and  if  they  agree  to  give  us  better  service 
on   the    local   freight,    I    would    move   you     that    our 
claims  for  the  restoration  of  the  passenger  train  serv- 
ice be  eliminated." 
These  propositions  being  satisfactory  to  all  parties  in  inter- 
est, the  taking  of  further  testimony  was  waived  and  the  mat- 
ters  and   things  involved   deemed   to   have   been   amicably   ad- 
justed. 

The  Secretary  is  directed  to  serve  upon  the  parties  hereto 
a  true  and  certified  copy  of  this  Report,  and  the  complaint 
is  dismissed  without  prejudice. 

BOARD    OF   RAILROAD    COMMISSIONERS 
OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA. 

By  R.  F.  McLAREN,  Secretary. 
Helena,   Montana,  April  7,   1914. 
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BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA 


Docket  No.  436. 


IN  THE  MATTER  OF  Petition  to  Discontinue  Certain  Pass- 
enp-er  Train   Service. 


HEARING,  April  7th,   1914. 
DECIDED,   April   22d.    1914. 


REPORT   AND    ORDER  OF   THE    COMMISSION. 


Number  90. 

Hearing  was   regularly   held   at   Thompson   Falls,   April    7th,    1914. 

REPRESENTED: 

Northern    Pacific    Railway    Company...  By  J.    L.   De  Force, 

"    B.   W.   Walker. 
Residents    of   Thompson    Falls,    Plains 

and   other   towns   affected By  H.   J.    Burleigh. 

COMMISSIONERS: 

Morley, 
Hall. 

By  petition  filed  March  19th,  1914,  the  Commission  was 
asked  to  authorize  the  discontinuance  of  local  passenger  trains 
numbers  305  and  306  between  Paradise  and  the  Montana-Idaho 
State  line;  the  service  to  be  performed  by  through  trains  41 
and  42,  which  the  company  contends  can  be  done  without 
imposing  hardship  upon  the  public.  Protests  against  the  com- 
pany's contemplated  action  in  reducing  the  service  were  im- 
mediately filed  with  the  Commission  by  the  residents  of  the 
territory  affected. 

Trains  305  and  306  operate  over  the  main  line  of  the  North- 
ern Pacific  between  Paradise,  Montana,  and  Spokane,  Wash- 
ington, on  the  following  schedules,  which  show  also  the  sched- 
ules of  trains  41   and  42: 
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WJ^STBOUND  EASTBOUND 


305  41              ~                                                    42  306 

Lv.   6:30   A.          Lv.     10:10  A.  Paradise     Ar.     2:40  P.  Ar.     2:10  P. 

s  6-41  s     10:22  Plains      s     2:25  s     1:55 

s  6:54  10:33  Weeksville    2:11  s     1:40 

s  7:08  10:43  Eddy-      1:59  s     1:24 

f  7:13  10:47  Frost      1:53  f    1:18 

f  7-22  10:55  Woodlin      1:44  f    1:08 

s  7-30  s     11:05  Thompson    Falls    s     1:36  s     1:00 

f  7-42  11:13  Kildee      1:22  f  12:49 

f  7^46  11:15  Belknap      1:20  s  12:47 

s  7-59  11:2S  Whitepine     1:09  s  12:37 

f  8-09  11:35  Vermillion      12:55  f  12:25 

s  8-15  11:42  Trout    Creek    12:48  s  12:17 

s  8-28  11:55  A.  Tuscor     12:36  f  12:01  P. 

f  8:40  12:06  P.  Furlong      12:24  f  11:27  A. 

s  8-50  12:15  Noxon      12:15  s  11:17 

f  9-00  12:23  Smeads       12:01  P.  f  11:08 

s  9:13  12:33  Heron      12:51  A.  s  10:58 

(MONTANA -IDAHO    LINE). 

Ar    10:41  A.  Ar.  1:34  Kootenai      Lv.  10:43  Lv.  9:40 

Ar.     1:30  P.  Ar.  3:55  P.  Spokane     Lv.     8:25  A.  Lv.  7:00  A. 

It  is  averred  by  the  company  that  the  local  trains  in  ques- 
tion have  not  paid  for  sometime  past,  and  are  not  now  paying, 
especially  on  that  portion  of  the  line  in  Montana.  Statement 
prepared  by  the  Assistant  Comptroller  was  introduced,  read- 
ing in  part,  "The  average  paying  revenue  per  train  mile  for 
the  past  two  months,  (January  and  February,  1914,)  was  about 
48c,"  which  figure,  it  is  contended  does  not  cover  the  cost  of 
operation,  all  things  considered,  and  that  the  amount  of  sav- 
ing to  be  effected  in  wages,  fuel,  etc.,  by  taking  these  trains 
off,  would  be, — 

Trainmen's     wages      4.61c  per  mile 

Enginemen's    wages    7.18c  per  mile 

Coal     20.76c  per  mile 

Train    supplies     4.57c  per  mile 

Total 37.12c 

not  including  any  proportion  of  terminal  expense,  repairs  to 
equipment,  depreciation,  etc.,  which  if  added  would  bring  the 
cost  per  train  mile  up  to  73.87c.  The  company's  witness  testi- 
tied  to  the  earnings  per  train  mile  of  trains  305  and  306,  in 
Montana  for  the  past  year,  as  follows : — 

No.    305 No.    306 

49  cents  April,  1913  50  cents 

48  cents  May,    1913  49  cents 

56  cents  June,  1913  58  cents 
55  cents  July,    1913  57  cents 

49  cents  August,  1913  •  58  cents 
77  cents  September,    1913  79  cents 

57  cents  October,  1913  61  cents 
51  cents  November,  1913  53  cents 
53  cents                                       December,    1913  55  cents 

45  cents  January,  1914  49  cents 
43  cents                                         February,    1914  47  cents 

46  cents  March,    1914  48  cents 

Courts  and  Commissions  have  held,  and  it  is  a  matter  of 
common  knowledge,  that  the  fact  of  some  particular  train 
not  being  a  revenue  producer  does  not  warrant  its  discontinu- 
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ance  if  the  traveling  public  will  thereby  be  deprived  of  what 
the  law  contemplates  as  "reasonable  service."  It  is  true  that 
there  are  no  large  towns  in  Montana  served  by  the  trains  in 
question.  The  distance  from  Paradise  to  the  Idaho  line  is  79 
miles,  and  in  that  distance  there  are  17  stations  as  shown  on 
the  preceding  schedule ;  in  addition  a  number  of  "spurs"  trib- 
utary to  which  people  have  made  their  homes,  and  the  local 
trains  have  made  a  practice  of  stopping  whenever  necessary 
to  pick  up  or  let  off  passengers.  We  think  it  is  material  in 
this  connection  to  look  at  the  revenue  derived  by  the  com- 
pany from  other  sources  than  the  mere  passenger  travel  be- 
tween these  small  stations ;  the  same  people  who  are  praying 
that  this  service  be  continued,  we  find  have  transacted  busi- 
ness with  the  railway  company  during  the  year  ending  Janu- 
ary 31'st,   1914,  in   the  following  amounts: 

Freight  Forwarded    Freight  Received  Ticket  sales  Total 

?164,104.84  $120,062.79  $62,732.03  $346,899.66 

an   average   of  $28,908.30  per   month. 

It  will  be  noted  that  if  train  305  were  eliminated,  and  pass- 
engers obliged  to  wait  for  train  41,  there  would  not  be  suffi- 
cient time  to  transact  any  business  and  return  on  train  42, — 
these  trains  meet  at  Noxon  at  12:15  P.  M.,  whereas  under 
the  present  arrangement  west-bound  passengers  may  take  305 
early  in  the  morning,  have  plent}'-  of  time  at  the  intermediate 
points,  and  return  home  the  same  afternoon.  The  Commis- 
sion is  of  the  opinion  that  to  require  more  than  one  day  in 
order  to  make  a  trip  not  exceeding  79  miles  in  either  direc- 
tion, cannot  be  considered  as  reasonable  service. 

WHEREFORE,  having  fully  investigated  the  matters  and 
things  involved,  and  in  view  of  the  findings  of  fact  as  set  forth 
in  this  report,  it  is  ordered  that  the  petition  of  the  railway 
company  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  denied. 

BOARD  OF   RAILROAD   COMMISSIONERS 
OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA. 

By  R.  F.  McLaren,  Secretary. 
Helena,  Montana,  April  23d,  1914. 
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BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA 


Docket  No.  428. 


FOREST  GROVE  GRANGE  NO.  70, 

Complainant, 
against 

CHICAGO,  MILWAUKEE  &  ST.  PAUL  RAILWAY  COM- 
PANY, 

Defendant. 

IN   THE    MATTER   OF    Requiring   An    Agency    Established 
at  Forest  Grove. 


HEARING,  April  ist,  1914. 
DECIDED,  April  24th,  1914. 


REPORT  OF  THE    COMMISSION. 


Number  gi. 

Hearing   was    regularly    held   at   Forest   Grove,    April    1st,    1914. 

REPRESENTED: 

Complainant By  Albert   Bower 

Defendant By  E.    H.    Barrett, 

"    Chas.  Whiting, 

"    P.   H.    Scanlan, 

"    E.    A.    Bradley. 

COMMISSIONERS: 

Boyle, 

Morley, 

Hall. 

Forest  Grove  is  a  station  on  the  new  line  of  the  C.  M.  & 
St.  P.  Ry.  between  Lewistown  and  Grassrange ;  the  latter 
being  the  end  of  the  line,  which  is  still 'in  the  hands  of  the 
Construction  Department,  although  train  service  is  operated 
tri-weekly.  The  road  was  built  through  Forest  Grove  in 
August,  1913,  and  Mr.  Barrett,  for  the  railway  company, 
stated  that  when  the  line  had  been  turned  over  to  the  Oper- 
ating Departm'ent  it  was  the  intention  to  install  an  agent ; 
this  he  thought  would  be  from  four  to  six  months,  and  in 
the  meantime  arrangements  would  be  made  to  take  care  of 
less-than-carload   shipments   of   freight,   baggage    and    express. 

Complainants  related  the  usual  inconvenience  of  a  non- 
agency   station ;    the    disadvantage    of   not   being   able    to    have 
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goods  sliipped  in  without  prepayment  of  charges,  freight  lost 
and  damaged  and  their  inability  to  present  claims  to  a  local 
representative  of  the  company,  and  the  further  fact  that  all 
indications  pointed  to  a  larger  business  for  the  future  than 
in  the  past.  The  Commission  appreciates  the  position  in 
which  the  railway  company  is  placed;  it  is  passing  through 
the  "construction  period"  and  is  not  organized  for  the  handling 
of  traffic  with  the  same  degree  of  regularity  as  it  will  be  a 
little  later  on ;  at  the  same  time  there  is  much  freight  going 
into  the  Forest  Grove  territory,  new  settlers  with  their  fam- 
iiles  and  outfits  are  arriving  and  enroute  at  the  present  time, 
and  in  conference  with  the  railway  company's  representatives 
since  the  date  of  hearing,  it  has  been  arranged  that  an  agency 
will  be  established  June  ist,  1914,  this  being  as  early  as  will 
permit  of  assembling  the  necessary  station  equipment,  office 
supplies,  etc. 

BOARD    OF   RAILROAD   CO^dMISSIOXERS 
OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA. 

By  R.  F.  McLaren,  Secretary. 
Helena,  Montana.  April  27th,  1914. 
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BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA 


Docket  No.  429, 


ULM,  Residents  Of,  and  Vicinity, 

Complainants, 
against 
GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY, 

Defendant. 

IN  THE  MATTER  OF  Constructing  a  Depot  and  Establish- 
ing An  Agency  at  Ulm.  ! 


HEARING,  May  2d,  1914. 
DECIDED,  May  i6th,  1914. 


REPORT  AND   ORDER  OF  THE   COMMISSION. 


Number  93. 

Hearing   wa.s    regularly    held    at   Ulm,    May    2d,    1914. 

REPRESENTED: 

Complainants Bv  E.    B.    Largent. 

Defendant By  P.    D.   Kelsey, 

"    J.    T.    McGaughey. 

COMIVIISSIONERS: 

Bovle,  . 

Hall. 

Ulm  is  a  non-agency  station  on  the  Helena-Great  Falls  Line 
of  defendant ;  the  ^nearest  agencies  being  Cascad'e,  14.6  miles 
west,  and  Great  Falls  15. i  miles  east,  making  the  distance 
between  open  stations  29.7  miles.  Petition  of  complainants 
prayed  that  a  depot  be  built  and  an  agent  placed  in  charge. 
In  its  answer  defendant  demied  the  reasonableness  of  peti- 
tioners' request,  and  alleged  that  the  present  depot  facilities 
were  adequate  to  handle  the  business ;  that  the  revenue  on 
traffic  to  and  from  that  statiom  was  insufficient  to  warrant 
the  services  of  an  agent,  and  therefore  asked  that  the  proceed- 
ing be  dismissed.  • 

There  has  recently  been  completed  at  Ulm,  a  new  wagon 
bridge  across  the  Missouri  River,  which  complainants  allege 
will  greatly  increase  the  amount  of  .business  at  that  station, 
for  the  reason  that  a  large  portion  of   the   shipping  from   the 
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south  side  of  the  river  will  now  come  to  Ulm,  that  has  hereto- 
fore gone  to  Great  Falls  or  Cascade.  Testimony  was  intro- 
duced to  show  that  in  1913  there  were  15,935  acres  of  land 
under  cultivation  in  the  Ulm  district,  and  that  the  additional 
territory  anniexed  upon  completion  of  the  bridge  would  in- 
crease this  approximately  23%  in  1914,  or  a  total  of  19,600 
acres.  Of  course  the  revenue  of  the  ^carrier  is  an  important 
factor  in  determining  matters  of  this  kind.  Statement  intro- 
duced by  respondent  shows  the  following  earnings  on  freight 
received  and  forwarded,  also  passenger  business  for  fifteen 
months  ending  Marcli  31st,  1914: 

January,    1913     5  73.64 

February    234.99 

March 580.52 

April      918.46 

May      757.88 

June    57.94 

July     209.71 

August      432.53 

September     797.35 

October    1,614.32 

November     2,265.43 

December    1,103.66 

January,    1914    3,277.59 

February    1,238.80 

March     326.83 

Total $13,889.65 

This  would  indicate  that  the  average  monthly  business  at 
Ulm  was  about  $925.00;  we  find,  however,  that  of  this  amount 
$4,266.87  was  freight  charges  on  material  received  for  the  new 
bridge  already  referred  to,  and  should  properly  be  deducted 
from  the  total  earnings  of  the  carrier  in  order  to  arrive  at  the 
average  normal  business  handled.  Thus  it  will  be  noted  that 
the  monthly  average  of  $925.00  would  be  reduced  to  $645.00. 
How  much  this  figure  will  be  increased  this  year  on  account 
of  greater  contiguous  territory  and  the  enhanced  acreage  un- 
der cultivation,  it  is  of  course  not  possible  to  say,  but  from 
the  fact  that  the  district  is  wholly  agricultural,  the  bulk  of 
the  shipping  is  during  the  fall  months  when  grain  is  moving, 
and  during  that  time  the  railway  company's  earnings  are 
greatly  in  excess  of  the  yearly  average.  In  the  months  of 
October,  November  and  December,  1913,  and  January,  1914, 
the  gross  receipts  amounted  to  $8,261.00,  which,  less  freight 
charges  of  $4,266.87  on  bridge  material,  leaves  just  about 
$4,000.00,  or  an  average  of  $1,000.00  per  month ;  and  should 
be   considerably   more   this  year,  judging   from   all    indications. 
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Order. 

WHEREFORE,  the  Commission  being  of  the  opinion  that 
a  showing  has  been  made  to  warrant  improved  conditions 
for  the  reasonable  and  proper  transaction  of  business  with  the 
railway  company. 

IT  IS  ORDERED,  that  the  defendant  shall  provide  suitable 
depot  facilities  at  the  station  of  Ulm  and  shall  place  an  agent 
in  charge  not  later  than  September  ist,  1914,  such  agency  to 
continue  until  the  further  order  or  approval  of  the  Commission, 
Provided,  however,  that  after  February  ist,  1915,  if  so  desired 
by  the  railway  company  and  application  made  to  the  Com- 
mission, a  hearing  will  be  granted  to  determine  whether  or 
not  the  station  shall  be  closed. 

The  Secretary  is  directed  to  serve  upon  the  parties  hereto, 
a  true  and  certified  copy  of  this   Report  and   Order. 

BOARD   OF  RAILROAD   COMMISSIONERS 
OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA. 

By  R.  F.  McLaren,  Secretary. 
Helena,  Montana,  May  i8th,  1914. 
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BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA 


Docket  No.  435. 

TELSTAD,  and  Vicinity, 


against 


Complainants, 

GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY, 

Defendant. 
IN  THE  MATTER  OF  Constructing-  a  Loading  Platform  at 
Telstad. 


HEARING,  May  5th,  1914. 
DECIDED,  May  21st,  1914. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSION. 


Number  95. 

Hearing  was   regularly   held   at   Telstad,   May   5th,    1914. 

REPRESENTED: 

Complainants By  Robert  Irwin. 

Defendant By  J.    M.    Doyle, 

I  "    W.    S.    Herman. 

COMMISSIONERS: 
Boyle, 
Morlev, 
Hall.  ' 

By  petition  filed  July  17th,  1913,  complainants  prayed  that 
the  railway  company  be  required  to  construct  a  platform  for 
the  loading  and  unloading  of  grain,  livestock,  etc.  About  this 
time  the  railway  company  made  some  repairs  to  the  loading 
track  wagon  road,  which  was  an  improvement,  and  complain- 
ants advised  the  Commission  that  inasmuch  as  the  grain  load- 
ing season  was  close  at  hand  the  petition  for  platform  might 
be  withheld  for  the  time  being,  but  with  the  understanding 
that  such  a  platform  would  be  necessary  for  handling  next 
season's  business.  Accordingly  the  matter  was  deferred  until 
this  time.  Defendant's  answer  to  complaint  denied  the  neces- 
sity for  such  facilities,  and  alleged  that  the  amount  of  traffic 
handled  at  Telstad  would  not  justify  the  expense;  wherefore 
prayed  that  the  proceeding  be  dismissed. 
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Chapter  26,   Session   Laws  of   1913,   is  "An  Act  relating   to 
the   erection   of  platforms   by   Railroads,"    and   provides : 
"The   said    Board   of  Railroad    Co'mmissioners    shall 
have  power,  after  such  hearing,  to  issue  an  order  upon 
said    railroad   company  icommanding    it 'to  erect   such 
platforms,  if  the  said  Board  of  Railroad  Commissioners 
shall   upon   such   examination   and   hearing   deem    such 
platform   necessary." 
Since    this    law    as    enacted    several    complaints    have    been 
filed   and  hearings   had,   and   with   one   single    exception,    (that 
at  a  terminal   where  heavy  machinery  is   received),  complain- 
ants   have    withdrawn    their   petition    when    the    situation    was 
explained   and   fully   understood.     As   a   general    thing   during 
the  grain  shipping  season,  several  cars  are  loading  at  the  same 
time ;  in  fact  as  many  cars  as  the  track  will  hold.     "Space"  is 
much  in  demand,  and  to  erect  a  platform  with  the  necessary 
approaches  thereto,  means  that  the  greater  portion  of  the  or- 
dinary track  is  monopolized,  and  at   that  but  one   car  can   be 
spotted  where  the  teams  can  reach  it.     The   result  would  be 
that  the  others  must  wait  their  turn  to  go  on   the  platform. 
This  condition  is  aggravated  as  the  developiment  of  the  coun- 
try progresses ;  more  grain  is  produced,  more  teams  are  haul- 
ing, and  consequently  there  is  more  delay  unloading.     Almost 
without  exception   the  farmers   have  said,   "We  don't   want   it ; 
we  much  prefer  to  have  a  good  driveway  graded  up  so  we  can 
get  close  to  the  cars  and  not  be  in  each  others  way,"  and  the 
Commission   agrees    with   the   farmers,   that   the    loading  plat- 
form is  undesirable,   and  while  it  would  serve  the   purpose  of 
the  man  who  happened  to  get  there  first,   it   would   not  be   a 
benefit  to  the  community  as  a  whole. 

The  Superintendent  has  promised  to  grade  up  the  wagon 
road  at  Telstad  with  gravel  and  put  it  in  first  class  shape. 
This  will  in  our  opinion  best  serve  the  needs  of  the  petitioners, 
and  as  <  already  stated,  loading  platforms,  except  possibly  for 
special  purposes,  are  not  commendable.  In  accordance  with 
these  concluisions  the  complaint  is  hereby  dismissed,  and  the 
Secretary  is  directed  to  serve  upon  the  parties 'hereto  a  true 
and  certified  copy  of  this  report. 

BOARD   OF   RAILROAD  COMMISSIONERS 
OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA. 

By  R.  F.  McLaren,  Secretary. 
Helena,   Montana,    May  '2ist,    1914. 
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BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA 


Docket  No.  442. 


LOMA,   Residents   Of,   and  Vicinity, 

Complainants, 
against 

GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY, 

Defendant. 

IN  THE  MATTER  OF  Improving  Passenger  Train  Service, 
and   Establishing  An   Agency   at  Loma. 


HEARING,  May  6th,  1914. 
DECIDED',   May   2rst,    1914. 


REPORT  AND  ORDER  OF  THE  COM^IISSION. 


Number  96. 

Hearing  was  regularly  held  at  L,oma,  May  6th,  1914. 

REPRESENTED: 

Complainants By  J.    E.   Gwynn. 

Defendant By  M.   Nicholson, 

"    F.   D.  Kelsey, 
"    W.    S.    Herman, 
"    W.   L.   Clift. 

COMMISSIONERS: 
Boyle, 
Morley, 
Hall. 

By  petition  filed  April  2d.  1914,  it  is  alleged  that  the  service 
rendered  by  the  defendant  at  Loma  is  insufficient  and  unrea- 
sonable in  view  of  the  amount  of  business  handled  at  that 
station.  And  for  relief  complainants  pray  that  an  agency 
be  established,  and  Trains  235  and  236  be  required  to  stop  on 
flag.  In  its  answer  defendant  alleges  that  the  amount  of  busi- 
ness transacted  will  not  warrant  the  installation  of  an  agent, 
nor  the  stopping  of  trains  above  mentioned,  on  flag  or  other- 
wise ;  wherefore,  prays  that  the  proceeding  be  dismissed. 

Loma  is  a  station  on  the  Great  Falls-Havre  line  of  the  Great 
Northern  Railway,  in  Choteau  County.  The  nearest  agencies 
are  Benton,  12.7  miles  west,  and  Virgelle,  16.7  miles  east,  mak- 
ing the  distance  between  open  stations  29.4  miles.     Of  course, 
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the  vital  features  to  consider  in  cases  of  this  kind  are  the  extent 
of  territory  that  is  tributary  to  the  station,  the  amount  of  rev- 
enue accruing  to  the  carrier,  and  the  outlook  from  general 
conditions  as  to  prospects  for  continued  or  increased  business. 
Statements  furnished  by  the  railway  company  show  for  the 
station  of  Loma  the  following  earnings  for  twelve  months, 
ending  March  31st,  1914: 

April,     1913     $  2,591.42 

May,    1913     711.68 

June,     1913 639.46 

July,     1913     758.56 

August,     1913     1,027.85 

September,    1913    1,955.33 

October,    1913    2,043.82 

November,     1913     1,042.79 

December,    1913    690.18 

January,     1914     226.34 

February,    1914    1,000.56 

March,    1914     1,399.88 

Total $14,087.87 

An  average  of  $1174.00  per  month.  It  will  be  noted  that 
during  the  fall  months,  September,  October  and  November,  the 
average  was  $1680.00;  in  March  and  April  about  $2,000.00, 
(settlers  arriving),  while  for  the  other  six  months,  (between 
seasons),  it  dropped  down  to  $842.00.  These  figures  show 
what  has  been  done  during  the  past  year,  and  for  the  future 
it  would  seem  as  though  a  substantial  increase  were  practically 
assured ;  not  by  the  influx  of  settlers,  as  the  land  in  that  vicin- 
ity is  about  all  taken  up,  but  by  reason  of  increased  produc- 
tion of  grain,  and  diversified  farming.  Complainants'  testi- 
mony  (Tr.  p.  4-5)   says : 

"Now,  this  land  is  all  filed  on  *  *  *  ^j^^j  ^j^g 
total  acreage,  the  amount  that  must  be  put  in  culti- 
vation so  that  they  can  prove  up,  would  be  thirteen 
thousand  acres;  at  an  average  crop  of  fifteen  bushels 
to  the  acre,  would  be  196,275  bushels.  Now,  that  is 
just  land  that  would  have  to  be  in  cultivation  in  order 
that  they  can  prove  up  on  their  homesteads.  The  fact 
of  the  matter  is,  as  fast  as  they  can  they  are  break- 
ing their  claims  entirely.  *  *  *  There  are  seven 
power  outfits  breaking  and  they  have  been  breaking 
out  here  practically  all  the  time  this  spring." 
(Tr.  p.  38)  : 

"As  to  the   population,   it  has  pretty  near  doubled 
in  the  last  year.     Last  year  there  was  in  the  neigh- 
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borhood    about    three    hundred    patrons    to    the    post- 
office;  now  there  is  a  g-ood  easy  624;  that  is,  taking 
it   from   all   through    this   territory." 
As  to  requiring  Trains  235  and  236  to  stop  at  Loma,  we  are 
not   convinced   that  there   is   sufficient   cause  shown.     It   is   no 
doubt  true  that  these  trains  would  be  patronized  to  some  ex- 
tent going  to  and  coming  from   Great  Falls  and   Benton,  the 
latter  being   the   county    seat,    and    would    be    convenient    for 
people  who  wish  to  return  the  same  day.     These  trains,  how- 
ever,   make    connections    with    through    main    line    trains      in 
both  directions  at  Havre,  and  handle  through  sleepers,  in  other 
words,  they  are  part  of  through   service  to  and  from   eastern 
terminals,   and   the    Commission   does   not   feel   justified    in    re- 
quiring them  to  make  stops  that  can  possibly  be  avoided. 

Order. 

WHEREFORE,  In  accordance  with  conclusions  based  upon 
the  foregoing  Report, 

IT  IS  ORDERED  That  an  agency  shall  be  established  at 
Loma  not  later  than  August  ist,  1914,  to  continue  until  the 
further  order  or  approval  of  the  Commission. 

IT  IS  FURTHER  ORDERED  That  that  portion  of  com- 
plaint relating  to  the  stopping  of  Trains  235  and  236  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  dismissed. 

BOARD   OF   RAILROAD    COMMISSIONERS 
OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA. 

By  R.  F.  McLAREN,  Secretary. 
Helena,  Montana,   May  25th,   1914. 
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BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA 


Docket  No.  438. 


RUBY  VALLEY,  Residents  Of, 

Complainanlts  and  Interveners. 


against 


NOiRTHERN  PACIFIC  RAILWAY  CO., 

Defendant. 

IN   THE    ^lATTER   OF   Alleged    Insufficiency   of    Passenger 
Train  Service  011  the  Rufcy  Valley  Branch. 


HEARING,  May  26th,  1914. 
DECIDED,  June   5th,   1914. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSION. 


Number  gg. 

Hearing  was   regularly  held   at  Alder,   May  26th,   1914. 

REPRESENTED: 

Complainants By  Judge    W.    A.    Cla  rk. 

Interveners "    Patrick   Carney, 

Defendant "    A.    V.    Brown, 

"    B.   O.   Johnson, 
"    W.   H.   Merriman. 

COMMISSIONERS: 

Boyle, 

Morley, 

Hall. 

Statement  of  the  Case. 

By  petition  filed  March  17th  it  was  alleged,  in  substance, 
that  the  present  train  service  between  Whiite'hall  and  Alder 
was  insufficient,  and  not  such  as  the  law  contemplates  "reason- 
able service"  shall  be.  For  relief  complainants  prayed  that 
defendant  be  required  to  operate  a  daily  passenger  train  be- 
tween the  points  named,  making  reasonable  connections  with 
main  line  trains,  a-nd  if  this  latter  were  not  practicable,  then, 
and  in  that  event,  the  service  should  be  ordered  continuous 
between  Alder  and  Butte. 

By  way  of  explanation  it  should  probably  be  stated  that 
the  Ruby  Valley  Branch  of  the  Northern  Pacific  connects 
with  the  main  line  of  said  railway  at  Whitehall,   and  extends 
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thence  in  a  southwesterly  direction  through  Jefferson  and 
Madison  Counties,  to  Alder  (its  terminus),  a  distance  of  45.3 
miles.  There  are  no  large  towns  on  this  branch  ;  the  principal 
stations  being  Waterloo,  Twin  Bridges,  Sheridan,  Laurin  and 
Alder.  Virginia  City,  the  county  seat  of  Madison  County,  is 
situated  twelve  miles  south  of  Alder,  and  is  not  reached  by 
rail.  The  district  served  by  this  branch  is  devoted  wholly  to 
agricultural  and  mining. 

The  service  complained  of  consisted  of  a  "mixed"  (passenger 
and  freight)  train  six  days  a  week,  and  an  exclusive  passenger 
train  on  Sundays.  On  week  days  this  train  leaves  Whitehall 
at  8 :5o  a.  m.,  after  the  arrival  of  local  passenger  trains  No. 
22^  at  7:45  from  the  east,  and  No.  220  at  8:25  from  Butte,  ar- 
riving at  Alder  11:45  ^-  ^-'y  returning,  leaves  Alder  3:55  p.  m., 
arrives  Whitehall  6:30  p.  m.,  making  connection  with  No.  219, 
leaving  Whitehall  at  7:15  amd  arriving  at  Butte  9:10  p.  m.  The 
Sunday  train  leaves  Whitehall  at  8:25  a.  m.,  arrives  Alder  10:15 
a.  m.;  returning,  leaves  Alder  at  5:00  o'clock  and  arrives 
Whitehall  6:50  p.  m.  Between  Virginia  City  and  Alder  an 
automobile  stage   operates,   meeting  all   trains. 

Subsequent  to  the  filing  of  petition  as  above,  other  resi- 
dents of  the  Ruby  Valley,  anticipating  that  daily  passenger 
train  service  would  probably  mean  a  curtailment  of  freight 
service  to  semi  or  tri-weekly,  intervened  iby  petitioning  the 
Commission  not  to  disturb  the  schedule  then  in  effect.  Hence, 
when  hearing  was  called  to  order  there  were  represented  two 
factions,  one  favoring  and  the  other  opposing  the  present 
service. 

The  Evidence. 
Complainants  testified  that  the  original  petition  was  circu- 
lated principally  on  account  of  the  slow  time  made  between 
Butte  and  Alder,  due  largely  to  the  "mixed"  train  on  the 
branch  being  delayed  while  loading  and  unloading  freight  at 
intermediate  stations;  also  that  the  hour  of  departure  from 
Butte  (7:00  a.  m.)  was  too  early,  and  the  arrival  at  Butte  (9:10 
p.  m.)  was  too  late,  on  which  schedule  the  people  from  the 
Ruby  Valley  Branch  must,  in  order  to  transact  business,  spend 
two  nights  in  Butte.  To  remedy  this  situation  it  was  sug- 
gested that  the  branch  train  leave  Whitehall  after  the  arrival 
of  No.  224  at  12:25  p.  m.,  which  leaves  Butte  at  10:45  a.  m. 
This  plan,  it  was  claimed,  would  give  the  residents  of  the  Val- 
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ley  the  greater  part  of  the  forenooin  to  attend  to  their  affairs 
in  Butte  and  g-et  home  the  same  day.  Under  this  proposed 
plan  the  time  intervening  between  arrival  and  departure  at 
Alder  (4  hours,  10  min.)  would  be  eliminated,  and  the  stage 
line  to  and  from  Virginia  City  would  handle  its  passengers 
in  either  direction  on  the  round  trip. 

A  suggestion  from  the  Commission  that  a  through  coach 
be  handled  between  Alder  and  Butte,  so  as  to  avoid  the  trans- 
fer at  Whitehall,  was  thought  by  Judge  Clark  for  the  com- 
plainants, to  be  a  good  idea  and  would  do  away  with  much 
of  the  inconvenience.  Incidentally  the  handling  of  baggage  at 
Butte  was  criticized,  it  being  stated  that  not  infrequently 
trunks  and  suit  oases  failed  to  go  forward  on  the  same  train 
with  the  passenger,  much  to  the  annoyance  and  discommodity 
of  the  latter. 

On  the  part  of  the  interveners  the  record  shows  that  the 
present  arrangement  is  satisfactory  and  preferable  to  the  sug- 
gested change,  cutting  out  the  lay-over  at  Alder,  for  the  rea- 
son that  people  living  at  various  points  along  the  line  may 
now  gO'  to  the  county  seat  (Virginia  City),  transact  their  busi- 
ness and  get  back  to  Alder  in  time  to  catch  the  train  home 
the  same  afternoon ;  that  the  local  travel  between  stations  on 
the  branch  is  of  more  consequence  to  a  greater  number  of 
people  than  an  occasional  trip  to  Butte.  Then  again,  if  this 
train  were  to  be  carded  four  hours  later  than  at  present,  it 
would  mean  one  day's  delay  in  answering  the  mail,  and  the 
morning  papers,  which  are  now  received  early  in  the  day, 
would  not  arrive  until  along  in  the  afternoon.  Furthermore, 
that  any  curtailment  of  daily  freight  service  would  meet  with 
serious  objection  on  account  of  the  perishable  nature  of  much 
of  the  produce  shipped. 

Both  complainants  and  interveners  were  of  the  opinion  that 
an  earlier  arrival  at  Butte  than  at  present  (9:10  p.  m.)  would 
be  a  considerable  advantage  if  this  could  be  arranged.  Also 
that  the  morning  train  out  of  Butte  should,  if  possible,  be  held 
foir  arrival  of  Oregon  Short  Line  train  No.  3,  due  at  7  :oo  a.  m., 
with  which  connection  had  frequently  been  missed  by  a  very 
few  minutes. 

Conclusions. 

It  is  quite  apparent  that  there  is  insufficient  traffic  to  and 
from  points  on  the  Ruby  Valley  Branch  to  warrant  daily  pass- 
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enger  and  daily  freight  service.  Hence  if  the  Commission  were 
to  grant  the  request  of  the  petitioners,  it  would  feel  incumbent 
to  permit  the  railway  company  to  curtail  freight  service  to 
possibly  three  days  a  week.  The  preponderance  of  testimony 
is  to  the  effect  that  such  a  change  would  be  detrimental  to  the 
interests  of  the  greater  number  residing  in  the  Valley.  The 
suggested  change  in  schedule,  leaving  Butte  at  10:45  ^-  "''•>  ^^^ 
cutting  out  the  four-hour  lay-over  at  Alder,  would  not  operate 
to  the  advantage  of  the  majority.  The  present  daily  (except 
Sunday)  mixed  service,  allowing  sufficient  time  to  transact 
business  in  Virginia  City  and  return  the  same  day,  appears  to 
the  Commission  to  be  the  best  arrangement  that  can  be  made. 

The  railway  company  has  agreed  to  put  on  a  coach  that 
will  run  through  between  Alder  and  Butte,  in  o^rder  to  avoid 
transferring  at  Whitehall.  The  objectio^n  to  late  arrival  at 
Butte  (9:10  p.  m.)  has  been  overcome  with  the  advent  of  new 
time  card,  effective  June  7th ;  this  train  now  reaching  Butte 
at  8:00  p.  m.  It  has  been  arranged  so  that  the  Oregon  Short 
Line  will  telegraph  Butte  when  its  train  No.  3  has  passengers 
for  Northern  Pacific  train  No.  236,  and  the  latter  will  be  held 
not   to   exceed   ten   minutes   for  this   connection. 

In  view  of  the  Commission's  findings,  as  herein  set  forth, 
the  complaint  must  necessarily  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
dismissed.  The  Secretary  is  directed  to  serve  upon  the  parties 
hereto  a  true  and  certified  copy  of  this  report. 

BOARD   OF   RAILROAD   COMAIISSIONERS 
OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA. 

By  R.  F.  McLaren,  Secretary. 
Helena,  Montana,  June  17th,  1914. 
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BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA 


Docket  No.  419. 


WYOLA,  Residents  Of,  and  Vicinity, 

Complainants, 

against 
CHICAGO,  BURLINGTON  &  OUINCY  RAILROAD  COM- 
PANY, 

Defendant. 

IN  THE  MATTER  OF  Alleged  Insuificient  Passenger    Train 
Service  at  Wyola. 


HEARING,  May  27th,  1914. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSION. 


Number  loi. 

Hearing-  was   regularly   held   at  Wyola,    May  27th,    1914. 

REPRESENTED: 

Complainants By  C.   C.   Guinn, 

"    M.   Steele, 
Defendant "    C.    D.    Peekenpaugh. 

COMMISSIONERS: 

Boyle. 

Morley, 

Hall. 

Complaint  alleged,  in  substance,  that  the  only  passenger  train 
service  accorded  Wyola,  was  train  43  west-boimd  and  44  east- 
bound,  both  of  whiicih  passed  that  station  lat  night,  and  did  not 
give  the  patrons  of  defendant  "Reasonable  Accommodations" 
For  relief  it  was  prayed  that  trains  41  and  42  be  required  to 
stop  on  flag. 

In  addition  to  !the  original  petitio^ners,  the  Sheridan  Commer- 
cial Club,  Hardin  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  W.  A.  Petzoldt, 
Superintendent  Grow  Indian  Mission  at  Lodge  Grass,  appeared 
as  parties  in  interest.  Respondent,  in  its  answer,  denied  the 
necessity  for  the  additional  service,  citing  the  fact  that  in  ad- 
dition to  train  43  there  was  a  freight  train  westbound  in  the 
morning,  handling  passengers,  which,  in  view  of  the  very  lim- 
ited ,  amount  of  travel  in  and  out  of  Wyola,  provided  ample 
service  to  that  community.     Furthermore  that  it  would  not  be 
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consistent  to  require  through  train  42  to  stop  at  that  station, 
which  is  on  a  one  per  cent  grade,  and  would  mean  the  loss  of 
more  time  than  is  required  to  make  an  ordinary  stop. 

SCHEDULE  OF    TRAINS    41,    42,    43    AND    44. 

Westbound  Eastbound 

No.    41                    No.   43  No.    44                    No.   42 

4:18  P.  M.         2:19  A.  M.  Wvola                       10:13  P.  M.          11:11  A.  M. 

5:38  P.  M.         3:57  A.  M.  Hardin                      8:38  P.  M.           9:39  A.  M. 

The  conditions  at  Wyola  are  very  similar  to  almost  every 
other  smiall  station ;  the  travel  is  necessarily  light,  and  while 
daylight  Irains  would  furnish  better  accommodations  than  at 
night,  it  is  not  thought  consistent  to  require  through  trains 
handling  trans-continental  passengers,  to  make  local  stops  that 
can  reasonably  be  avoided.  There  appears,  however,  to  be 
some  justification  for  improved  service  west-bound.  The  rec- 
ord shows  that  the  stopping  of  train  number  41  would  take 
care  of  a  large  per  cent  of  the  people,  and  to  this  end  it  has 
been  arranged  with  t'he  defendant  to  issue  instructions  as  fol- 
lows : 

"Train  number  41  will  stop  .at  Wyola  on  flag  to  let  off  pass- 
engers from  Sheridan  and  points  east  thereof  where  it  stops, 
or  to  take  on  passengers  for  points  west  thereof  where  it 
stops." 

In  the  matter  of  freight  trains  carrying  passengers,  the  testi- 
mony shows  that  the  caboose  invariably  stands  a  long  distance 
from  the  depot  where  it  is  almost  inaccessible ;  and  further- 
more, at  times  the  train  has  made  such  a  brief  stop  at  Wyola, 
that  parties  who  had  started  back  to  the  caboose,  got  left,  or 
else  were  obliged  to  board  a  freight  car;  a  practice  that  should 
indeed  be  stoppe'd.  The  caboose  should  be  stopped  at  the  plat- 
form before  the  ttain  pulls  out.  and  respondent  will  be  expected 
to  corriply  with  this  suggestion. 

Except  as  aibove,  we  are  not  of  the  opinion  that  these  trains 
should  be  required  to  handle  local  passengers,  and  no  order 
will  be  made,  for  a  period  of  twenty  (20)  days,  pending  the 
issuance  of  instructions  by  the  railroad  company  as  herein 
referred  to. 

The  Secretary  is  directed  to  serve  upon  the  parties  hereto, 
a  true  and  certified  copy  of  this  report. 

BOARD   OF   RAILROAD    COAIMISSIONERS 
OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA. 

By  R.  F.  McLaren,  Secretary. 
Helena,  Montana,  June  24th.   1914. 
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BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA 


Docket  No.  440. 
WALLACE  CALMES, 


against 


Complainant, 

GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY  CQiMPANY, 

Defendan't. 

IN  THE  MATTER  OF  Alleged  Inadequ.aite  Passenger  Train 
Service  Between  Libby  and  Rexford. 


HEARING,  July  22d,  1914. 
DECIDED,  Sept.  14th,  1914. 


CGMMISSIQiN'S   REPORT. 


Number  102. 

Hearing  was  regularly   held  at  Libby,   July   22d,    1914. 

REPRESENTED: 

Complainant By  Wallace    Calmes, 

Defendant By  W.   N.  Noffsinger. 

"    J.    T.    McGaughey, 
"    M.   Nicholson. 

COMMISSIONERS: 

Boyle, 

Morley, 

Hall. 

From  Rexford  to  Libby  the  distance  is  fifty-five  miles,  served 
by  the  main  line  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway.  The  terri- 
tory embraced  in  this  complaint  is  all  in  Lincoln  County,  of 
which  Libby  is  the  County  seat.  The  p^resent  train  service  be- 
tween these  points  is  as  follows : 


west- 

-BOUND 

bast- 

-BOUND 

No.  43 

No.    1 

No. 

3 

No.  4 

No.  2 

No.  44 

s.  3:48 

A 

f.   2:59 

A 

s. 

3:06 

PLibby     .  . 

.  .s.  4:37 

A 

s. 

2:16 

P 

s.  7:25 

f.  3:31 

2:46 

2:53 

Ripley     . . 

..     4:49 

2:30 

f.  7:38 

s.  3:20 

2:38 

f. 

2:41 

Jennings 

..     4:57 

2:41 

f.  7:50 

f.  3:09 

2:29 

2:32 

Yarnell     . 

..     5:06 

2:49 

f.  8:00 

s.  2:58 

2:20 

s. 

2:23 

Warland 

..f.  5:14 

2:56 

s.  8.11 

f.  2:47 

2:10 

2:15 

Volcour 

..     5:22 

3:03 

f.  8:20 

f.  2:37 

2:03 

2:08 

Ural     

..     5:29 

3:10 

f.  8:28 

f.  2:27 

1:55 

1:59 

Tweed     . . 

. .     5:36 

3:17 

f.  8:37 

f.  2:17 

1:45 

1:50 

Stonehill 

..     5:44 

3:25 

f.  8:46 

f.  2:05 

1:35 

1:38 

Rondo 

...     5:53 

3:34 

f.  8:57 

s.  1:55 

A 

s.  1:26 

A 

s. 

.  1:30 

PRexford 

.  .8.  6:04 

A 

s. 

3:45 

P 

s.  9:07 

The  testimony  offered  was  to  the  effect  that  the  only  service 
west-bound  was  train  numiber  43,   except  train   number  three, 
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which  stopped  ait  Warland,  and  at  Jenning^s  on  flag.  Petitioners 
prayed  for  the  service  of  number  three  for  the  reason  that  it 
was  a  day-light  train  over  the  district  in  question,  while  num- 
ber 43,  doing  the  local  work,  was  at  night.  Complainants'  rep- 
resentative was  agreeable  to  modifying  the  petition  to  the  ex- 
tent that  train  number  three  be  required  to  stop  at  Ural. 

Between  Rexfoird  and  Libby  the  country  is  sparsely  settled; 
the  statioms  are  all  smiall,  and  one  train  daily  in  each  direction 
can  very  easily  hanidle  the  business ;  the  only  question  at  issue 
is  the  reasonableness  of  the  hour.  The  railway  company  has 
endeavored  to  arrange  the  schedules  of  its  through  trains, 
(where  there  are  no  locals)  in  such  a  way  as  to  divide  the  num- 
ber of  stops  made  by  each.  It  will  be  noted  from  the  foregoing 
that  Warland  and  Jennings  are  taken  caie  of  by  number  three 
in  addition  to  number  43,  and  to  illustrate  the  importance  of 
the  other  stations,  the  following  statement  shows  the  number  of 
passengers   handled  during  the  year   ending  April,    1914: 

Average     per     month. 

Rondo     less    than    1 

Stonehill       18 

Tweed      9 

Ural       34 

Volcour      4 

Yarnell      less      than     2 

Ripley     1 

Notwithstanding  the  very  small  amount  of  travel,  it  wonld 
appear,  casually,  that  the  local  work  should  be  done  by  day- 
light trains,  and  the  carriers  in  preparing  their  schedules  are 
not  unmindful  of  this  feature,  but  it  cannot  always  be  so  ar- 
ranged ;  the  density  of  traffic  has  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion, and  then  again  important  oonneotions  must  be  made  at 
this  point  or  that,  and  the  fact  of  numbers  three  and  43  both 
being  through  trains  does  not  mean,  as  might  be  inferred,  that 
extra  stops  would  work  a  hardship  to  the  same  extent  on  one 
as  the  other.  Were  it  not  for  these  reasons  the  Commission 
would  order  train  number  three  to  do  the  local  work  between 
Rexford  and  Libiby  and  relieve  number  43  of  these  stops.  To 
do  so  would  no  doubt  benefit  that  particular  ipart  of  the  road 
but  would  disrupt  the  service  east  and  west, — it  would  be  far 
reaching  in  its  effect,  to  the  detriment  of  many  for  the  con- 
venience of  a  very  few. 

Number  three's  important  connection  is  at  Spokane  with  the 
Spokane,  Portland,  and  Seattle  Railway,  where  the  train  is 
split  up,  and  all  Portland  travel     delivered  to  the  S.   P.   &  S. 
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When  this  conniectioin  is  missed  on  accouint  of  'number  three 
being  late,  it  becomes  necessary  to  run.  special  from  Spokane 
to  Portland,  distance  377  miles.  In  this  connection  we  think 
it  pertinent  to  mention  that  the  Great  Northern  will  within 
the  next  few  days,  be  obliged  to  reduce  number  three's  time 
thirty  minultes  between  Spokane  and  Seattle,  in  order  to  meet 
competition  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul  Railway ; 
thus  the  greater  necessity  for  its  arrival  at  Spokane  on  time. 

We  t'hink  that  the  action  of  this  Board  shosuld  be  with  con- 
sideration for  the  interests  of  the  greater  numbers  to  be  served. 
There  are  any  number  of  statioms  an  Montana,  on  all  lines  of 
railroad,  where  the  conditions  are  precisely  the  same  as  in  this 
'case,  and  there  is  nothing  contained  in  this  investigation  uipon 
which  to  sustain  an  exception  at  Ural  or  the  other  places  in- 
volved. To  do  so  would  be  unlawful  discrimination  and  would 
invoke  other  similar  petitions  from  districts  of  like  or  even  less 
importance. 

WHEREFORE,  upon  the  finidings  of  fact  anid  conclus^ions 
thereon  as  herein  set  forth,  the  Secretary  is  directed  to  notify 
the  parities  hereto,  that  the  complaint  must  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  dismissed.     Commissioner  Hall  not  concurring. 

BOARD   OF   RMLROAD   COMMISSIONERS 
OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA. 

By  R.  F.  McLaren,  Secretary. 
Helena,  Montana,  Sept.  21st,  1914. 


In  the  findings  of  fact  and  order  of  the  Commission  I  do 
not  agree.  The  complainants  in  this  case  agreed  that  in  the 
event  Train  No.  3  would  stop  at  Ural  station  it  would  satisfy 
the  complaint,  and  I  feel  that  their  demands  were  reasonable. 
There  was  not  any  testimony  furnished  by  the  railroad  com- 
pany officials  to  show  that  their  demands  were  unreasonable. 
The  testimony  goes  to  show  that  the  complainants  were  not 
asking  for  a'd'ditional  service ;  that  it  was  simply  the  stopping 
of  Train  No.  3  on  flag  at  Ural  at  2  :o8  P.  M.  instead  of  Train 
No.  43  at  2  :37  A.  M.,  giving  a  reasonable  service  on  Train  No. 
3  as  against  a  night  and  disagreeable  service  on  Train  No.  43. 

The  only  reason  advanced  by  the  railroad  officials  that  Train 
No.  3  should  not  stop — if  it  can  be  called  a  reason — is  that  in 
the  event  Train  No.  3  Was  stopped  at  Ural  on  flag  other  towns 
under  like   conditions   might   ask   the   same   thing.      Presuming 
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the  above  to  be  a  fact,  the  only  other  stations  on  this  division 
between  Whitefish  and  Libby,  where  like  conditions  prevail, 
are  Lupfer,  Radnor  and  Olney,  where  Train  No.  3  at  the  pres- 
ent time  does  not  stop. 

At  a  mieeting- held  in  Kalispell  September  15th,  in  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  rooms,  it  was  stated  by  the  railroad  officials 
that  in  the  event  they  were  allowed  to  take  off  the  local  train 
service  Riexford  to  Kalispell,  they  would  stop  Train  3  and  also 
Train  4  a]t  Lupfer,  Radnor,  Olney  and  Fortine.  In  other  words, 
they  were  willing  to  stop  Train  3  under  like  business  and  serv- 
ice cond'itioins  at  four  stations  at  three  of  which  the  business 
is  very  similar  to  that  of  Ural,  but  the  majority  of  the  Railroad 
Commissioners,  Messrs.  Boyle  and  Modey,  do  not  seem  to  be 
willing  to  concede  as  much  to  the  patrons  of  the  Great  North- 
ern as  the  railroad  officials  are  willing  to  grant. 

Jn  the  findings  of  fact  of  the  majority,  they  particularly  dwell 
oin  the  connectiom  of  Train  3  at  Spokane.  There  was  no  testi- 
mony offered  at  the  hearing  in  regard  to  this  connection ;  nor 
is  there  any  in  the  recor*d ;  and  if  it  was  vital  it  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  testimony  to  that  end  would  have  been  advanced, 
as  the  officials  acquainted  with  those  conditions  were  present 
and  had  every  opportuinity  given  them  to  be  heard ;  and  why 
this  Commission  should  go  outside  of  the  record  in  this  case 
in  order  to  deny  the  petition  of  the  complainants  is  beyond 
the  powers  of  my  comprehension. 

Biuit  let  us  assume  ifor  a  moment  that  the  Spokane  connection 
is  entitled  to  consideration  by  this  Oonimiission.  Train  3  has 
twenty-five  minutes'  dea'd  time  at  Whitefish,  ten  minutes  being 
ail  that  is  necessary.  A  portion  of  the  remaining  fifteen  could 
be  used  for  the  purpose  of  a  stap  at  Ural  without  making  any 
change  in  the  running  time  of  Train  3,  so  far  as  the  Spokane 
connection  is  conoeirned. 

I  cannot  understanid  why  the  people  along  a  line  of  railway 
should  not  toe  given  every  encouragement  to  travel  to  and  from 
our  larger  towns  in  Montana  to  trade,  particularly  when  it  can 
be  done  without  any  additional  service  or  extra  cost  to  the 
railroad  comipanies.  Nor  can  I  understand  why  the  interest  of 
the  Montana  merchant  and  the  comfort  of  Montana  people 
should  be  set  aside  for  such  flimsy  reasons,  which  all  go  to 
encourage  trade  with  eastern  mail  order  houses,  giving  our 
railroad  companies  long  hauls  on  1.  c.  1.  shipments. 
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Therefore,  I  think  this  Board  ihas  a  right  to  occasionally  have 
in  view  the  puirpose  for  w^hdch  it  was  created,  i.  e.,  to  protect 
the  people  of  Montana  against  unreasonable  service  of  any 
kind  on  our  railroads. 

(Signed)     J.  H.  HALL, 

Commissioner. 
Helena,  Montana,  September  26,   1914. 
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BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA 


Docket  No.  444. 


KEVIN,  Residents  Of,  and  Vlicinity, 

Complainants, 
aigainst 

GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY, 

Defendant. 
IN  THE  MATTER  OF  Establishino;  An  Agency  at  Kevin. 


HEARING,  July  23d,  1914. 
DECIDED,   August    14th,    1914. 


COMMISSION'S   REPORT. 


Number  103. 

Hearing    was    regularly    held    at    Kevin    July    23,    1914. 

REPRESENTED: 

Complainants By  F.    S.    White, 

Defendant "    F.    D.    Kelsey, 

"      VV.    S.    Herman. 

COMMISSIONERS: 

Boyle, 

Morlev, 

Hall. 

Kevin  is  a  station  on  the  Sweet  Grass  branch  of  the  Great 
Northern  Railway,  which  coinnects  with  the  main  line  at  Vir- 
den,  thence  north  to  the  Canadian  boundary  a  distance  of  36.3 
miles.  Agencies  are  at  Virden  and  Sweet  Grass,  distant  from 
Kevin  19.  i  and  17.2  miles  respectively,  while  to  Shelby,  an 
agency  on  the  main  line,  the  distance  by  wagon  road  is  about 
the  same  as  to  Virden.  By  petition  it  is  alleged,  in  substance, 
that  the  service  rendered  by  defendant  is  insufficient  in  view 
of  the  amount  of  business  transacted.  Prayer  for  relief  is  made 
that  an  agency  be  established. 

The  territory  tributary  to  Kevin  is  agricultural ;  the  land  is 
practicall}^  all  taken  up  and  settled  upon  by  an  industrious  class 
of  people,  and  heretofore  that  station  has  done  a  considerable 
amount  of  business  with  the  railway  company  both  in  freight 
received  and  forwarded,  averaging  close  to  $1,500.00  per  month 
for  the  past  3'ear.     The  heaviest  shipping  has  been  during  the 


RAILROAD  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA  53 

months  of  August,  September,  and  October,  the  former  on  ac- 
count of  the  wool  business ;  the  winter  months  have  been  light, 
November  and  December,  1913,  January  and  February,  1914, 
averaging  only  $169.00  per  month  on  freight  forwarded,  and  a 
total  average  of  $740.00,  which  from  all  indications  will  be  con- 
siderably greater  than  can  be  expected  for  the  next  several 
months.  The  record  in  this  case  discloses  a  depressing  con- 
dition of  affairs  on  account  of  the  protracted  drought  in  that 
section  during  the  past  summer.  The  Commission  very  much 
regrets  to  find  from  the  testimony  that  the  crops  are  almost  a 
complete  failure  due  to  this  cause.  One  witness  admitted  that 
conditions  were  extremely  bad ;  spring  crops  practically  a  com- 
plete failure ;  that  there  would  be  no  grain  to  ship  cut,  what 
little  there  was  would  be  needed  for  feed.  Thus  it  is  very  evi- 
dent that  there  is  no  prospect  for  a  stimulation  of  business  at 
least  until  next  season.  It  is  true  there  will  be  some  freight 
received,  but  it  is  naturally  assumed  that  this  too,  will  be  rela- 
tively limited ;  if  a  community  has  nothing  to  sell,  it  has  no 
purchasing  power;  hence  no  traffic  to  offer  other  than  actual 
necessities. 

In  matters  of  this  kind  the  services  of  an  agent  depend  large- 
Iv  upon  the  amount  of  traffic  handled  and  the  immediate  pros- 
pects for  its  continuance ;  the  latter  is  an  important  factor.  It 
not  infrequently  happens  that  a  station  will  show  earnings  that 
would  indicate  a  thriving  condition,  which  upon  investigation  is 
found  to  be  due  to  special  work  in  that  vicinity,  causing  much 
shipping  in  and  out,  but  only  tempoirarily,  and  cannot  be  taken 
as  any  indication  of  what  the  revenue  will  amount  to  in  the 
future.  Under  such  circumstances  the  Commission  must  take 
into  consideration  the  question  of  permanency.  As  stated, 
Kevin  has  in  the  past  year  been  a  fairly  good  station  from  the 
standpoint  of  railroad  earnings,  and  under  normal  conditions 
would  be  entitled  to  an  agency  as  prayed  for  in  this  compdaint. 

The  record  shows  that  there  is  need  at  times  for  stock-load- 
ing facilities.  To  take  care  of  this  Superintendent  Kelsey  has 
agreed  to  furnish  a  portable  stock  chute  with  the  necessary 
amount  of  wing  fence.  There  is  a  depot  at  Kevin  of  sufficient 
capacity  to  meet  present  requirements. 

Much  of  the  testimony  offered  as  to  the  inconvenience  of  a 
non-agency  station,  was  the  distance  to  Sweet  Grass,  Virden, 
and   Shelby,  and  the  disadvantage  of  all   freight  received  hav- 
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ing  to  be  prepaid.  The  Commission  realizes  and  is  very  fa- 
miliar with  the  conditions  obtaining  at  points  where  there  is 
no  agent.  Charges  must  of  necessity  be  paid  in  advance  as 
there  is  no  representative  of  the  carrier  where  the  goods  are 
delivered,  but  it  can  scarcely  be  said  that  this  is  a  "hardship," 
and  there  is  absolutely  no  reason  why  the  railway  company 
cannot  render  good  service  at  these  places  by  insisting  that  the 
rules  of  the  company  be  lived  up  to.  There  is  no  necessity  for 
these  people  being  obliged  to  *go  to  the  next  open  station  either 
to  ship  or  receive  their  goods.  Business  can  be  transacted  with 
the  conductor  in  such  a  way  as  to  avoid  much  of  the  existing 
dissatisfaction ;  shipments  can  be  received  and  forwarded 
through  him  as  the  company's  representative,  and  the  railway 
company  should  insist  upon  its  employes  performing  their 
duties  according  to  instruotions,  and  in  this  particular  case  that 
all  less-than-oarload  freight  be  placed  in  the  depot  and  locked, 
instead  of  being  scattered  along  the  track  wherever  the  way 
oar  happens  to  stop.  The  present  depot  should  be  available  for 
the  use  of  passengers,  and  there  should  be  an  empdoye  of  the 
company  delegated  to  look  after  the  premises  and  keep  the 
building  heated  and  lighted  at  all  necessary  times,  as  well  as 
looking  after  business  received  and  forwarded. 

In  view  of  the  conditions  as  set  forth  in  this  report,  we  are 
not  of  the  opinion  that  an  agency  sihould  be  established  at  this 
time.  Kevin  has  been,  and  will  again  be  a  good  station.  We 
anticipate,  as  already  stated,  that  the  business  will  be  exceed- 
ingly light  during  the  fall  and  winter  months ;  that  it  will  open 
up  again  next  spring  when  material  and  supplies  will  be 
shipped  in,  and  while  we  do  not  deem  it  advisable  to  issue  an 
order  effective  at  a  date  so  far  distant,  it  is  recommended  that 
an  agency  be  established  at  Kevin  March  ist,  191 5,  and  the  de- 
fendant will ,  be  expected  to  be  governed  accordingly;  unless 
prior  to  that  date  good  cause  be  shown  as  to  w'hy  this  recom- 
mendation should  not  be  put  into  effect.  Commissioner  Hall 
not  concurring  in  these  findings  and  conclusions. 

BOARD   OF   RAILROAD    COMMISSIONERS 
•OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA. 

By  R.  F.  McLaren,  Secretary. 
Helena,  Montana,  Sept.  2Sth,  1914. 
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BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA 


Docket  No.  445. 


ANTELOPE,  Residents  Of,  and  Vicinity, 

Complainants, 
ag-ainst 

GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY, 

Defendant. 

IN  THE  MATTER  OE  Constructing  a  New  Depot  at  Ante- 
lope. 


HEARING,  July  24t'h,   1914. 
DECIDED,  Sept.  14th,  1914. 


COMMISSION'S  REPORT  AND  ORDER. 


Number   104. 

Hearing    was    regularly    held    at    Antelope,    July    24th,    1914. 

Represented: 

Complainants By  H.    O.    Stenehjen. 

Defendant By  .J.   M.   Doyle, 

"    W.    S.   Herman. 

COMMISSiONERS: 

Morley, 
Hall. 

Antelope  is  a  staition  situate  on  the  Plentywood  Branch  of 
defendant  company,  in  Sheridan  County,  in  an  exclusively  agri- 
cultural district.  By  petition  it  is  alleged  that  the  present  de- 
pot is  unsafe  for  the  reason  that  it  is  poorly  built  and  was 
damaged  by  wind, storm  in  June,  1913.  That  it  is 'not  large 
enough  to  accommodate  the  public;  waiting  room  being  too 
small,  also  inadequate  space  for  freight  and  express  business. 
For  relief  it  is  prayed  that  defendant  be  required  tO'  erect  a 
new  building  of  suitable  dimensions  and  design  that  will  meet 
the  requirements.  Respondent  deniied  that  the  accommodations 
were  insufficient,  and  that  after  repairs  were  made,  which 
would  be  completed  as  soon  as  ipossible,  adequate  facilities 
would  be  provided  for  the  business  transacted  at  said  station. 
Complainants  did  not  concur  in  the  position  taken  by  the  com- 
pany, and  requested  that  date  be  set  for  hearing. 
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Antelope  is  the  commercial  center  for  a  territory  extending- 
south-east  about  i8  miles,  €ast  i6  miles,  north-east  15  miles, 
west  12  miles,  northwest  sHx  or  seven  miles;  all  of  which  is 
well  settled,  and  as  an  indioaltion  of  the  prosperity  of  the  dis- 
trict the  follo'wing-  statement  shows  the  revenue  on  business 
transacted  with  the  railway  company  for  the  sixteen  months 
ending  June,  1914,  the  latest  period  for  which  the  figures  are 
available : 

R.  R.  Earnings  on  freight,  forwarded $52,982.37 

R.  R.  Earning'S  on  freigfbt,  received 66,341.19 

Passenger  Revenue    7,410.96 

Total    $126,734.52 

an  average  of  $7,921.00  per  month. 

The  record  in  this  case  shows  conclusively  that  the  present 
depot  is  not  capable  of  taking  care  of  the  volume  of  freight 
and  passenger  traffic.  The  building  is  an  old  one,  having  been 
moved  to  'Antelope  from  some  oither  point  when  the  Plenty- 
wood  Branch  was  fouilt.  The  floors  and  walls  are  more  or  less 
open,  permitting  the  cold  to  penetrate,  rendering  it  impossible 
to  keep  the  waiting  rooim  comfortable.  In  fact  passengers  are 
on  this  account,  in  bad  weather,  obliged  to  wait  in  the  stores 
until  the  train  comes,  rather  than  in  the  depot.  The  freight 
accommodations  are  such  that  many  shipments  cannot  be  placed 
under  cover  and  are  allowed  to  remain  outside  piled  up  on  the 
platform.  Tlie  testimony  also  shows  that  the  waiting  room, 
already  too  small,  is  frequently  used  for  the  storage  of  small 
consignments  of  freight  and  express  to  protect  them  from 
freezing  and  exposure.  The  business  men  of  Antelope  proper, 
knowing  the  conditions,  relieve  the  congestion  as  much  as  pos- 
sible by  hauling  their  goods  away  as  soon  as  they  arrive,  but  a 
large  portion  of  the  freight  received  is  consigned  to  people  liv- 
ing several  miles  in  the  country,  and  the  railway  company 
should  by  all  means  make  necessary  arrangements  to  tak':  care 
of  it  until  called  for.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  carrier  under  the  law 
"To  provide  and  maintain  suitable  waiting  rooms  for  passen- 
gers, and  suitable  roomo  for  freight  and  baggage  at  all  sta- 
tions."    (Sec.  4382,  R.  C.) 

Upon  the  record,  and  having  viewed  the  premises,  we  are  not 
of  the  opinion  that  the  defendant  has  complied  with  this  sec- 
tion. 
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WHEREFORE,  this  case  being  at  issue  upon  complaint  and 
answer  filed,  and  having  been  duly  submitted  by  the  parties 
hereto,  and  a  full  investigation  having  been  had,  and  the  Com- 
missio'n  having  on  the  date  hereof  made  its  report  containing 
its  findings  of  fact  and  conclusions  thereon,  which  report  is 
made  a  part  hereof, 

IT  IS  ORDERED  that  the  defendant  shall  construct  at  Ante- 
lope, the  same  to  be  completed  not  later  than  the  first  day  of 
June,  1915,  a  depot  of  such  dimensions  as  will  accommoidate 
in  a  proper  manner,  the  business  of  that  statio'U,  and 

IT  IS  FURTHER  ORDERED  that  the  defendant  shall  sub- 
mit to  the  Commission  within  thirty  days  from  this  date,  plans 
of  said  proposed  depot,  for  comsideration  and  approval  if  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 

The  Secretary  is  directed  to  serve  upon  the  parties  hereto, 
a  true  and  certified  copy  of  this  Report  and  Order. 

BOARD   OF   RAILROAD    COMMISSIONERS 
OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA. 

By  R.  F.  McLAREN,  Secretary. 
Helena,  Montana,  October  3d,   1914. 
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BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA 


Docket  430. 


HARO,  Residents  Of,  and  Vicinity, 

Complainants, 


ag-amst 


GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY, 

Defendant. 

IN  THE  MATTER  OF  Improving  Station  Facilities    at  Haro. 


HEARING,  September  9th,   1914. 
DECIDED,  October  loth,  191 4. 


COMMISSION'S  REPORT  AND  ORDER. 


Number  105. 

Hearing    was    reg-ularly    held    at    Dodson,    September    9th,    1914. 

REPRESENTED: 

Complainants By  E.    S.    Rich. 

Defendant By  M.    Nicholson, 

"    J.    T.    McGaughev, 

"    J.  M.   Doyle. 

COMMISSIONERS: 

Morlev, 
Hall. 

By  petitiom  it  ds  alleged  in  substance  that  there  are  no  facil- 
ities at  Haro  for  the  reasonable  accommodation  of  the  public ; 
that  there  is  no  protection  of  any  kind  for  passengers  waiting 
for  trains.  For  relief  it  is  prayed  thait  a  building  be  erected 
and  means  provided  whereby  information  concerning  delayed 
trains  may  be  obtained. 

For  its  answer  the  defendant  averred  that  the  amount  of 
business  transacted  at  Haro  would  not  justify  the  required  ex- 
penditure to  furnish  these  facilities ;  therefore  prayed  that  the 
proceeding  be  dismissed. 

There  is  so  little  involved  in  this  complaint  that  it  is  not 
thought  necessary  to  go  into  details  to  any  great  extent  in  this 
report.  The  testimon}^  states  that  all  that  is  desired  is  shelter 
from  inclement  weather  while  waiting  for  trains.  It  is  true 
that  the  records  do  not  show  much  business,  either  freight  or 
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passenger,  at  that  station.  There  are,  however,  approximately 
fifty  families  residing  in  t!he  district,  practically  all  homesteaders, 
most  of  whom  have  come  in  during  the  past  year;  the  available 
land  has  all  been  filed  on,  and  if  the  question  of  railroad  earn- 
ings must  be  considered,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  revenue  will 
show  la  is'ubstantial  increase  in  the  next  twelve  months  as  com- 
pared with  the  past. 

As  alleged  in  the  complaint,  there  are  at  this  time  no  ac- 
coim'modations  far  passengers  at  that  station,  and  people  wait- 
ing for  trains  are  expoiseid  to  hardship,  particularly  during  the 
winter  months.  lit  is  not  a  question  in  our  opinion  as  to  the 
volume  of  traffic,  but  the  actual  necessity  of  protecting  these 
people,  even  though  few  in  numbers.  The  prayer  for  relief,  as 
well  as  the  recorid,  asks  for  nothing  more  than  meire  shelter 
from  the  elements,  and  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  should  be 
granted. 

That  portion  of  the  complaint  in  regard  to  providing  means 
whereby  information  may  be  hald  as  to  the  arriving  time  of 
trains,  miust  be  dismissed,  as  the  only  way  would  be  to  grant 
access  to  the  company's  telephone  which  is  used  exclusively  for 
dispatching  purposes,  and  must  be  kept  under  lock  and  key. 
Wherefore, 

IT  IS  ORDERED  That  the  defendant  shall,  not  later  than 
thirty  days  from  the  date  hereof,  provide  a  small  building,  or 
box  car  bddy,  at  the  istatiou  of  Haro,  with  not  less  than  two 
windows,  and  shall  place  therein  a  stove  and  seats,  and  shall 
have  said  building  or  car  kept  clean  and  habitable  for  the  use 
of  patrons  of  the  railway  co^mpany. 

The  Secretary  is  directed  to  serve  upon  the  parties  hereto  a 

true  and  certified   copy  of  this   Report  and   Order ;     to-  obtain 

acknowledgement   thereof,   and   the   defendant  shall   notify   the 

Goimmissdon  by  letter  when  this  Order  has  been  complied  with. 

BOARD   OF   RAILROAD    CO'M  MI  SSI  ONERS 

OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA. 

By  R.  F.  McLaren,  Secretary. 
Helena,  Montana,  October   15th,   1914. 
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OFFICE   OF    THE    BOARD    OF    RAILROAD    COMMIS- 
SIONERS OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA. 


IN  THE  MATTER  OF  Passenger  Train  Service  on  the  Lines 
of  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Comipany  in  Montana. 


Order  No.  io6. 


WHEREAS,  The  Commission  having  on  the  gth  'day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1914,  regularly  promulgated  its  Order  No.  80,  by  the 
terms  of  which  and  effective  upon  the  date  thereof,  there  shall 
be  no  curtailment  or  discontinuance  of  passenger  train  service 
between  points  within  the  state  of  Montana,  except  when  such 
curtailment  or  discontinuance  has  been  authorized  by  this  Com- 
mission ;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  Great  Northern  Railway  Company  is  de- 
sirous at  this  time  of  makiing  numerous  and  important  changes 
in  its  various  schedules  of  passenger  train  service ;  and  the  said 
Great  Northern  Railway  Company  having  submitted  to  the 
Commission  its  proposed  time  tables,  to  become  effective  Nov. 
226.,  1914,  to-wit,  Butte  Division  Time  Table  No.  22,  Kalispell 
Division  Time  Table  No.  70,  and  Montana  Division  Time  Table 
No.  78;  and  the  Commisisiom  being  of  the  opinion  that  the 
schedules  of  passenger  train  service  provided  for  therein  will, 
with  certain  amendments,  furnish  reasonable  service,  as  the 
laws  of  this  state  contemplate  "reasonable  service"  shall  be, 
with  the  exception  of  that  portion  of  its  main  line  between 
Glasgow  and  Bainville,  such  amendments  being  as  follows : 

Train  No.  i  to  stop  on  flag  at  Wolf  Point,  Oswego  and 
Nashua; 

Train  No.  2  to  stop  on  flag  at  Fortine,  Nashua,  Oswego  and 
Wolf  Point; 

Train  No.  43  to  stop  on  flag  at  Dutton ;  and 

Train  No.  235  to  sitop  on  flag  at  Ulm ; 
all  of  which  stops  the  railway  company  has  agreed  to  with  the 
Commission.    Wherefore, 

IT  IS  ORDERED  That  Bntte  Division  Time  Table  No.  22, 
Kali  spell  Division  Time  Table  No.  70,  and  Montana  Division 
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rime  Table  No.  78  shall  become  effective  at  12  :oi  o'clock  A. 
M.,  Sunday,  Nov.  22d,  1914;  and 

IT  IS  FURTHER  ORDERED  That  the  Great  Northern 
Railway  Company  iis  hereby  cited  to  appear  before  the  Commis- 
sion in  its  offices,  in  the  Capitol  Building,  in  the  city  of  Helena, 
at  10:00  o'clock  A.  M.,  December  ist,  1914,  to  then  and  there 
show  cause  why  the  local  passenger  train  service,  which  has 
been  discontinued  between  Glasgow  and  Bainville,  should  not, 
in  the  light  of  reasonable  service,  be  restored. 

BOARD   OF   RAILROAD    COMMISSIONERS 
OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA. 

By  R.  F.  McLaren,  Secretary. 
Helena,  Montana,  November  21,  1914. 


62  SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OFFICE   OF    THE    BOARD    OF    RAILROAD    COMMIS- 
SIONERS OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA. 


Docket  No.  389. 


UPON  APPLICATION  OF  The  Great  Northern  Railway 
Comipany  to  Discontinue  Local  Paisseng'er  Train  Service  Be- 
tween Kalispell  and  Gateway,  Montana. 


Report  No.  107. 

By  petition,  dated  July  12th,  1914,  the  Great  Northern  Rail- 
way Company  sought  to  discontinue  local  passenger  train  serv- 
ice lietween  Kalispell  and  Gateway,  Moimtana,  which  service  was 
established  'by  the  Commission's  Order  No.  72,  Septemher  i8th, 
1913,  effective  October  loth,  after  hearing  on  July  29th,  1913. 
The  Kalispell  Chamber  of  Commerce  tfiled  a  protest  with  this 
Commissiom  lagainst  the  proposed  cuirtailment  of  service,  which 
the  railway  company  averred  was  not  warranted  by  existing 
conditions  and  patronage. 

A  public  heiaring  was  held  at  Kalispell  September  i6th,  1914, 
at  which  time  the  railway  company  presented  its  testimony 
and  exhibits  in  support  of  the  position  taken  that  this  train 
should  be  discontinued.  The  Kalispell  Chamber  of  Commerce 
did  not  offer  any  testimony  at  that  time  but  allowed  the  record 
to  show  that  it  wowld  rest  its  case  on  the  testimony  as  of  hear- 
ing July  29th,  1913.     The  question  was  taken  under  advisement. 

Soon  thereafter  it  became  known  to  the  Commission  that  the 
railway  company  contemplated  new  time  tables,  making  various 
and  important  changes  in  its  schedules  of  passenger  train  serv^- 
ice  throughout  Montana,  and  the  Commission  was  given  to  un- 
derstand thalt  the  territory  then  being  served  by  the  Kalispell- 
Gateway  train  wotild  be  served  by  other  trains,  namely,  Nos. 
3  and  4,  with  suitable  connections  at  junction  points,  wdiich 
substitution  of  service  aplpeared  to  the  Commission  to  comply 
with  Section  4382  _^of  the  Revised  Codes  of  Montana,  empower- 
ing the  Commission  and  making  it  its  duty  to  require  common 
carriers  to  provide,  maintain  and  operate  sufficient  train  serv- 
ice, both  freight  and  pasisenger,  for  the  proper  and  reasonable 
accommodation  of  the  public.     Time  tables  were  submitted  to 
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the  Commission,  to  beoonie  effective  Nov.  22,  1914,  discontinu- 
ing- the  said  Kalispell-Gateway  train  and  making  provision  for 
the  service  to  be  performed  by  Trains  3  and  4.  Whereupon  the 
Comimission  issued  its  Order  No.  106,  authorizing  the  said  time 
tables  to  beco'me  effecitive,  copy  of  said  Order  No.  106  being 
attached  hereto.  No  further  order  will  be  issued,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings in  Docket  No.  389  are  hereby  dismissed. 

BOARD   OF   RAILROAD    COMMISSIONERS 
OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA. 

By  R.  F.  McLaren,  Secrretary. 
Helena,  Montana,  Novemiber  23,  1914. 


Subject:   Loading  Track  Facilities. 

E.  a.  Gustafson 

against 

Great  Northern  Railway  Co. 

Comiplainant  s'hips  igrain  from  Whatley,  a  non-agency  station 
on  the  main  line  of  the  Great  Northern  railway,  and  comiplained 
that  the  loading  track  was  not  capable  of  accomtnodating  enough 
cars  at  one  time  to  handle  the  business,  and  that  by  reason  of 
this  conidition  the  work  of  loa'dinig  was  being  seriously  delayed. 

The  complaint  was  informal  and  so  handled  by  the  Commis- 
sion. The  situation  was  explained  to  the  railway  company, 
with  the  result  that  the  track  was  extended  sufficient  length 
to  hold  additional  cars,  land  satisfactorily  disposed  of  the  com- 
plaint. 


Subject:     Station  Facilities. 

Tunis,  Residents  o>f,  and  Vicinity, 

against 

Great  Northern  Railway  Company. 

Complainants  prayed  that  the  railway  company  be  required 
to  provide  at  the  station  of  Tunis  a  small  building  suitably 
equiipped  for  occupancy  by  passengers  waiting  for  trains.  It 
was  found  that  there  was  at  that  station  a  section  house  located 
between  the  passing  track  switches  and  within  a  hundred  feet 
from  the  main  line. 

An  arrangement  was  entered  into  whereby  the  front  room 
of  the  sectio!|i  house  was  set  apart  for  this  purpose,  equipped 
with  a  stove  and  seats,  and  "waiting  room"  sign  placed  on  the 
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door.     It  was  also  arranged  that  the  section   foreman   should 
take  care  of  arid  protect  less  than  carload  shipments  received 

at  that  station. 


Subject:     Handling  Express  at  Slayton. 
Billings  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
against 
Great  Northern  Express  Company, 
Wells  Fargo  &  Company  Express. 
Slayton  is  a  joint  station  at  a  point  where  the  Great  North- 
ern railway  crosses  the  C.  M.  &  St.  P.  railway,  60  miles  north 
of  Laurel  Junction. 

No  arrangements,  however,  had  been  made  for  the  exchange 
of  express  matter  to  and  from  the  Great  Northern  and  Wells 
Fargo  companies.  Complainants  took  the  position  that  terri- 
tory on  the  line  of  the  C.  M.  &  St.  P.  railway  east  of  Slayton 
was  tributary  to  Billings,  but  without  interchange  at  that  junc- 
tion Billings  shippers,  also  the  people  residing  on  the  line  of 
the  C.  M.  &  St.  P.  railway  in  the  territory  referred  to,  Avere 
being  denied  the  advantages  and  economy  of  the  shortest  avail- 
able route. 

Without  'the  necessity  of  formal  action,  arrangements  were 
made  for  the  handling  of  express  at  Slayton,  and  same  became 
effective  October  23d,  1914. 


Subject:     Loading  Facilities  at  Bruno. 

J.  H.  Freeman, 

against 

Chicago,  Mliilwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co. 

Comiplainant   ships   large   quantities   of   grain   and   hay   from 

Bruno,  a  non-agency  station  on  the  main  line  of  the  C.  M.  & 

St.  P.  railway,  and  complained  that  on  account  of  there  being 

mo  loaiding  spur  it  was  necessary  to  drive  with  teams  between 
the  main  track  and  passing  track,  as  the  cars  could  not  be 
reached  from  the  opposite  side. 

The  'Complaint  was  informal,  and  it  was  arranged  with  the  rail- 
way company  to  grade  up  the  wagon  road  on  the  south  side 
so  that  teams  could  drive  to  the  cars  without  going  in  between. 
The  work  was  completed  September  14th,  1914. 
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Subject:     Passenger  Train  Service. 

Portage,   Residents   of,   and  Vicinity, 

against 
Great  Northern  Railway  Coimpiany. 

Portage  is  a  station  on  the  Great  Falls-Havre  line  of  the 
Great  Northern  Railway,  16.2  miles  north  oif  Great  Falls.  It 
was  complained  that  on  account  of  the  arriving  and  departing 
time  of  local  trains,  it  was  not  possible  to  get  to  Great  Falls 
to  transact  business  withoiut  the  loss  of  too  much  time.  For 
relief  it  was  prayed  that  trains  No.  235  and  236  be  required  to 
stop  at  Portage,  Saturidays  only. 

Immediately  following  the  hearing  in  this  case,  the  Commis- 
sion learned  that  the  railway  company  contemplated  various 
and  important  changes  in  its  passenger  train  sche^dules,  and  ef- 
fective Nov.  22d,  1914,  with  the  advent  of  new  time  table.  Port- 
age passengers  are  enabled  to  arrive  in  Great  Falls  at  12:15  P. 
M.,  returning  arrive  Portage  3:10  P.  M.  This  service  is  satis- 
factory  and   disposes   of  the   complaint. 


Subject:     Train  Service. 

Dutton,  Residents  of,  and  Vicinitv, 


agamst 


Great  Northern  Railway  Company. 

This  complaint  alleged  unreasonable  passenger  train  service, 
inasmuch  as  passengers  desiring  to  transact  business  in  Great 
Falls  must  remain  in  that  city  one  day  and  two  nights,  for  the 
reason  that  the  local  itrain  arrived  at  Great  Falls  too  late  in  the 
evening  and  departed  too  early  in  the  morning,  after  and  be- 
fore business  hours,  respectively.  Furthermore  that  in  order 
to  reach  Chotea/Li,  the  County  seat,  it  was  necessary  to  remain 
over  night  at  Power  Junction. 

For  irelief  it  was  prayed  that  through  trains  No.  43  and  44 
be  require'd  to  stop  at  that  station. 

Immediately  following  the  hearing  in  this  complaint,  it  be- 
came known  to  the  Comimission  that  the  Great  Northern  Rail- 
way Company  contemplated  extensive  changes  in  its  passenger 
train  schedules,  and  with  the  advent  of  new  time  card,  effective 
Nov.  22d,  1914,  it  was  arranged  that  train  No.  43  would  stop 
at  Dutton  on  flag  and  train  No.  44  regularly,  satisfactorily  dis- 
posing of  this  complaint. 
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Subject:     Station  Facilities. 

Beiaverton  Farmers'  Association, 

against 

Great  Northern  Railway  Company. 

Imform'a'l  comiplaint  alleged  that  there  were  no  station  facil- 
ities of  any  kind  at  Bieaverton,  and  consequently  passengers 
Waiting  for  trains  imlust  remain  outside  without  protection,  also 
that  freight  shiip'ments  were  being  unloaded  indiscriminately 
and  daimaged  by  the  eleiments.  For  relief  it  was  iprayed  that  a 
depot  be  built  and  pHatform  constructe'd,  complainants  admit- 
ting that  the  amount  of  business  transacted  wouild  not  justify 
a  request,  at  this  time,  for  the  services  of  an  agent. 

For  its  answer,  defendant  agreed  to  Construct  a  platform  and 
to  provide  a  temporary  building,  and  that  the  work  would  be 
completed  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

Complainants'  committee  notified  the  Commission  on  Sept. 
24th,  that  the  depot  and  platform  had  been  (completed,  and 
everythin^g  satisfactory  except  that  some  (filling  should  be  done 
along  side  the  platform,  in  order  to  raise  the  driveway  to  a 
proper  height  for  the  convenient  iloadimg  and  unloading  of 
freight.  This  defendant  also  agreed  to  do,  and  under  date  Noa'. 
17th,  'Complainants  advised  us  as  follows: 

"The  fill  at  deipot  is  completed  to  oiir  entire  satis- 
fiaiction." 


Subject:     Fort  Benton  Station  Facilities  and  Accommodations. 

Comiplaint  was  -made  Marth  25th,  191 3,  alleging  that  the  ac- 
commodations at  Fort  Benton  for  passengers  were  inadequate, 
in  that  there  was  but  one  waiting  room,  and  that  this  room  was 
at  times  used  foir  the  storage  of  freight.  For  relief  complain- 
ants prayed  that  separate  waiting  rooms  be  provided  for  ladies 
and  gentlemen. 

The  investigation  developed  that  the  Great  Northern  Rail- 
way Company  had  in  ni!ind  certain  imiprovements  at  that  sta- 
tion, which  would  not  only  afford  the  relief  asked  for,  but  im- 
prove conditions  materially  at  that  station.  The  Comimission 
being  satisfied  that  no  action  was  necessary,  pending  the  ful- 
fillment of  th'ese  proposed  plans,  the  matter  was  held  in  abey- 
ance, and  the  improvements  and  betterm>ents  were  completed 
on  December  31st;  house  track  being  extended  610  feet;  depot 
remodeled  and  extended,  pnoviding  two  waiting  rooms ;  office. 
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warm  room  (for  perishable  shipments),  warehouse;  and  a  cot- 
tag-e  22'x24'  was  constru'cted  as  living  quarters  for  the  agent; 
driveways  and  street  -crossings  improveid,  involving  the  exten- 
sion of  culverts,  providing  better  drainage  and  more  sanitary 
conditions  than  in  the  p'ast. 

TRAIN  SERVICE  WHITE  SULPHUR  SPRINGS  &  YEL- 
LOWSTONE PARK  RAILWAY. 

The  White  Sulphur  Springs  &  Yellowstone  Park  Railway  ex- 
tends from  Rinigling  to  White  Sulphur  Springs,  a  distance  of 
about  23  miles,  iconneciting  at  Rinigling  with  the  main  line  of 
the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway. 

The  Smiiith  River  Valley  Chamber  olf  CoiTDmerce  of  White 
Sulphur  Springs  'complaine'd  to  the  Commissiom  on  January 
loth,  1914,  that  defendant  had,  commencing  January  ist,  re- 
duced its  train  service,  from  daily  except  Sunday,  to  tri-weekly 
between  points  above  inamed,  and  that  this  action  was  taken 
withouit  any  motice  being  given  to  the  public,  resuitin'g  in  seri- 
ous inconvenience,  particularly  to  through  passengers  destined 
to  White  Sliilp'hur  Sprinigs,  who  miust  necessarily  wait  at  Ring- 
ling  for  "brain  -day."  Funtherimoire.  that  defendant  company 
carried  the  United  States  Mail,  and  three  deliveries  per  week 
was  entirely  unsatisfactory. 

Comiplaimants  prayed  for  daily  service.  Defendant,  in  its 
answer,  agreed  to  restore  the  schedule  in  effect  prior  to  Jan- 
uary ist,  namely; —  daily  except  Sunday,  and  tihis  compromise 
beinig  satisfactory  to  complainants,  and  the  service  being  re- 
'  stored  icommencing-  January  26th,  complaint  was  thereupon 
disimissed. 


Subject:     Loading  Spur. 

Eustis,  Residents  of,  and  Vicinity, 

vs. 

Chicago,   Milwiasukee  &  St.  Paul  Ry.   Co. 

Eustis  is  a  station  on  the  main  line  of  the    C.  M.  &  St.   P. 

Railway   in    Broadwater   County,    and  by    informail     complaint 

filed  November   i8th,   1913,   it  was  aUeged  that  on  account  of 

there  being  no  loading  spur  at  that  station,  cars  were  placed  on 

the  passing  track,  frequently  at  (such  points  as  were  inaccessible 

by  team  and  that  serious   delays  resulted    therefrom.     It   was 

further  stated  that  a  considerable  quantity  o^f  grain  was  being 


68  SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

naised  in  the  vicinity  of  Eustis,  for  which  that  station  is  the 
natural  and  logica'!  loading-  point.  For  relief  complainants 
prayed  that  a  loading  spur  be  put  in  off  the  passing  track  so  as 
to  permit  of  loading  grain  and  other  carload  commodities  inde- 
pendent of  the  passing  track  where  cars  were  of  necessity 
moved  back  and  forth  by  passing  trains  much  to  the  disadvan- 
tage of  the  shippers. 

Defendant,  in  its  answer  to  the  complaint,  concurred  in  the 
necessity  for  additional  trackage  at  that  station  and  agreed  to 
construict  a  loading  spur  as  prayed  for  in  the  complaint.  The 
work  was  comfpleted  on  Decemiber  i6th,  1913,  and  the  complaint 
thereupon  dismissed. 


Subject:     Stockloading  Facilities. 
Saco,  Residents  of,  and  Vicinity, 


agamst 


Great  Northern  Railway  Company. 

Informal  oompilaint  was  'made  in  the  ifall  of  1913,  alleging  that 
there  were  no  adequate  facHities  at  Saco  for  loading  or  unload- 
ing livestock,  and  as  a  consequence  shipments  Avere  being 
loaded  and  unloaded  at  either  Malta  or  Hinsdale. 

Tihe  investigation  which  followed  showed  that  a  portable 
stock  chute  in  dilapidated  condition  constituted  the  only  facil- 
ities fo.r  handling  that  business.  The  railway  company  agreed 
to  satisfy  the  complaint,  but  on  account  of  the  lateness  of  the 
season  asked  that  the  work  be  deferred  until  spring.  This  was 
agreeable  to  the  petitioners,  and  we  are  advised  under  date  of 
May  I2th  that  the  work  has  been  completed  and  in  an  entirely 
satisfactory  manner. 


Subject:     Loading  Track  Blackfoot. 

J.   B.   Monroe,  et  al, 

vs. 

Great  Northern  Railway  Co. 

These  comiplainants  reside  in  the  vicinity  of  Biackfoot,  and 
ship  annually  large  quantities  of  hay  in  carload  lots.  By  com- 
plaint, it  was  alleged  that  the  loading  track  had  not  ibeen  graded 
'Uip  i&o  that  teams  could  reach  the  cars,  and  that  the  loading  was 
thereby  made  tedious  and  expensive.  The  coinplaint  was  in- 
formal, and  upon  presenting  the  conditioins  to  the  railway  com- 
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pany  it  was  arranged  to  imload  a  sufficient  quantity  of  gravel 
to  put  the  driveway  in  first-class  shape. 

This  has  been  done,  and  colmplainants  aidvise,  "the  track  is 
in  ifirst-class  condition  for  loading,  and  will  save  us  much  hard 
labor." 


Subject:     Spur  Track. 

Stanford  Commercial  Club, 

aigai-nst 
Great  Noirthern  Railway  Co. 
This  complaint  presented  by  the  Stanford  Comm'ercial  Club 
on  behalf  of  S'pady  &  Sons,  alleged  that  t'he  railway  €ompany 
refused  to  put  in  a  track  to  Spady  &  Sons'  mill,  except  upon 
such  terms  as  woiuld  require  the  applicants  to  pay  the  entire 
cost. 

The  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  railway  company,  ca'lling 
attention  to  Chapter  43,  Laws  of  1913,  which  requires  the  per- 
son or  persons  desiring  tracks  constructed  to  pay  the  reason- 
aible  cost  "exceipt  the  cost  of  the  rails  and  fastenings,"  and  upon 
this  basis  the  tracks  were  laid,  satisfactorily  disposing  oi  the 
complaint. 


Subject:     Passenger  Train  Service. 

Martinsdale,   Residents  of,   and  Vicinity, 

against 

Chicago,   Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Co. 

Complainants  alleged  that  the  depot  at  Martinsdaie  was  al- 
ways locked  after  6  o'clock  P.  M.,  much  to  the  disadvantage  of 
the  residents  of  Martinsdaie  and  vicinity,  and  that  passengers 
on  trains  17  and  18  were  obliged  to  get  off  at  Harlowton  and 
there  wait  for  the  locals,  on  account  of  trains  17  and  18  not 
stopping  at  Martinsdaie.  For  relief  it  was  prayed  that  these 
two  trains  be  required  to  stop  on  flag. 

For  answer  to  the  oompilaint,  the  railway  company  agreed 
to  stop  trains  17  and  18  at  Martinsdaie,  for  passengers  ticketed 
to  or  from  Miles  City  or  points  east ;  also  to  or  from  Butte  or 
points  west.  This  proposition  was  satisfactory  to  petitioners 
and  the  same  went  into  effect  July  13th,   1914. 
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Subject :     Train  Service. 

Grass  Range  Chamber  of  Commerce, 

against 

Chicago,  .Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co. 

Protest  was  filed  witlh  the  Commission  August  30th,  against 

proposed  cuirtailmemt  of  train  service  from  daily  except  Sunday 

to  tri-weekly,  on  what  is  known  a&  the  Grass  Range  branch  of 

the  C.   M.  &  St.   P.   ra/ilway,  extending  east  [from   Lewistown, 

Montana. 

Under  regulations  of  the  Commission,  passenger  train  serA^- 
ice  cannot  !be  curtailed  in  any  way  without  first  obtaining  the 
approrval  of  the  Comimission,  and  this  not  having  been  done  the 
attention  of  the  C.  M.  &  St.  P.  Ry.  Co.  was  directed  to  these 
requirements,  with  the  result  that  daily  train  service  continued 
on  and  after  the  date  named,  when  the  change  would  take  ef- 
fect. 


Subject:     Loading  Track  Facilities. 
Comianche,  Residents  of,  and   Vicinity, 
against 
Great  Northern  Railway  Company. 
Petitioners   requested  that  a  loading  platform   be   erected   at 
Oomanche,  in  accordance   with  the  provisions    of   Chapter   26. 
Laws   of  the   13th   Legislative   Assembly.     The    necessity    for 
such  was  denied  by  respondent,  and  hearing  .was   held  at   Co- 
manche May  8th,  1914. 

It  developed  that  a  standard  loading  platform  would  not 
meet  the  requirements  of  petitioners,  and  it  was  agreed  with 
the  railway  company  and  complaiinants  to  take  care  of  the  sit- 
uation by  graiding  up  the  driveway  to  industry  track  O'f  suffi- 
cient length  to  permit  of  several  teams  loading  or  unloading  at 
the  same  time.     The  work  was  completed  on   May   loth.   1914. 
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Subject:     Agency. 
Basicom,   ResMemts  of,   and  Vicinity, 
against 
Chicago,   Milwaukee  &  St.   Paul   Ry.   Go. 
By  petition  filed  July   15th,   1914,  complainants  alleged  that 
the  service  rendered  by  the  railway  company  at  the  station  of 
Basicom  was  insufficient,   in   view  of: the   amount    oi  business 
transacted,  and  for  the  reasonable  accommodation  of  the  pub- 
lic.    For  relief  it  was  prayed  that  an  a'gency  be  established  and 
better  facilities  provided  for  the  handling  and  storage  of  freight. 
For  lanswer  to  the  complaint  defendant  agreed  to  have  the 
telegraph  operator  employed  at  Bascom  appointed  as  an  agent. 
This  (became   effective   August    ist.      Additional    storage    roo>m 
has  been  provided  'for  the  protection  of  freight,  and  the   com- 
plaint satisified. 


Subject:     Train  Service, 
De  Borgia,  Residents  of,  and  Vicinity, 

against 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co. 
De  Borgia  is  a  small  station  on  the  main  line  of  the  C.  M. 
&  St.  P.  railway,  in  Missoula  County.  Petition  was  filed  pray- 
ing that  defendant  be  required  to  stbp  one  train  in  each  direc- 
tion daily  when  there  were  passengers  to^  'get  on  or  off.  Here- 
tofore the  Milwaukee  did  not  stop  any  of  its  tt-ains  at  De- 
Borgia,  'giving  as  a  reason  that  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway 
paralleled  its  line  through  the  entire  Cour  d'Alene  district,  and 
that  tihe  latter's  trains  passed  through  that  section  at  a  more 
convenient  hour. 

It  was  found,  however,  that  om  account  of  the  St.  Regis  River 
separating  the  two  lines  of  railroad  at  a  number  of  points,  the 
Nbrthern  Pacific  service  did  not  answer  all  purpoises.  It  was 
accordingly  arranged,  without  formal  action,  for  C.  M.  &  St.  P. 
trains  Nos.  17  and  18  to  stop  at  Dte Borgia  on  flag. 
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STATION  ACCOMMODATIONS  AT  HARDY. 

Hardy  is  a  station  on  the  Helena-Great  Falls  Line  of  the 
Great  Northern  Railway  Company  in  Cascade  County,  and  on 
October  24th,  1913,  the  people  residinj^  in  that  vicinity  peti- 
tioned for  the  construction  of  a  depot  and  the  services  of  an 
agent.  In  its  answer  defendant  averred  that  the  business  trans- 
acted at  that  station  was  entirely  inadequate  to  justify  the  ex- 
pense necessarily  involved,  and  therefore  prayed  that  the  com- 
plaint be  dismissed. 

Upon  investigation  it  was  founid  that  the  revenue  on  both 
freight  and  passenger  business  was  indeed  insufficient  to  war- 
rant  the  faicilities  requested,  and  after  conference  with  com- 
plainants' representative  the  petition  was  modified,  withdraw- 
ing for  the  present  the  application  for  a  depot  and  suibstituting 
therefor  request  that  a  temporary  building  for  the  accoimmoda- 
tion  of  passengers  waiting  for  trains  toe  provided,  such  tem- 
porary building  to  be  equipped  with  a  stove  and  seats  and  a 
simall  platform  built  where  freight  shall  be  unloaded  instead  of 
Scattering  it  alOing  tbe  track  as  heretofore. 

The  Railway  Company  concurred  in  the  necessity  for  the 
facilities  as  iper  the  amended  petition,  and  the  work  was  com- 
pleted January  7th,  1914. 


PASSENGER  TRAIN  SERVICE  HINSDALE,  SACO  AND 

DODSON. 

Hinsdale,  Saco,  and  Dodson  are  the  three  most  imiportant  sta- 
tions on  the  main  line  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway,  between 
Glasgow  and  Harlem.  There  had  been  more  or  less  dissatis- 
faction on  account  of  the  passenger  train  service,  particularly 
west-ibound,  and  in  order  tO'  get  at  the  facts,  the  Commission 
on  its  initial  motion,  called  a  public  hearing  at  Dodson,  Decem- 
ber 30th,  1913,  and  hearing  was  'duly  and  regularly  held,  at 
wlhich  time  Saco  was  not  represented. 

The  testimony  by  the  Hinsdale  interests  indicated  that  there 
was  no  complaint  as  to  the  present  service,  and  the  only  thing 
that  appeared  to  be  necessary  in  order  to  take  care  of  Dodson, 
was  to  'have  west-bound  passenger  train  No.  3  stop  at  that  sta- 
tion for  passengers  to  or  from  points  where  No.  3  was  carded 
to  stop  regularly.  This  being  concurred  in  by  the  railway  rep- 
resentatives and  satisfactory  to  the  people,  it  was  so  arranged 
and  became  effective  at  once. 
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STATION  AND  TRAIN  SERVICE,  BLYTHE. 

Blythe  is  a  station  on  the  Billing^s-Great  Falls  Line  of  the 
Great  Nortlhern  Railway  in  Cascade  County,  and  by  petition 
filed  (by  the  residents  of  Bdythe  and  vicinity,  prayed  that  a 
building  (for  the  aocamimodation  of  passengers  while  waiting 
for  trains  Ibe  provided,  together  with  a  suitable  platfoirim  for 
the  loading  and  unloading  of  freight.  It  was  also  alleged  that 
passenger  trains '  supposed  to  stop  on  flag  at  that  station,  at 
times  ignored  the  signal,  muoh  to  the  inconvenience  of  'com- 
plainants. 

A  ipreliminary  investigation  was  made  to  determine  what  the 
conditions  were  at  that  time,  and  upom  presentation  <oi  the  facts 
to  the  railway  company,  it  -was  agreed  that  a  temporary  build- 
ing should  be  provided  equipped  with  seats  and  a  stove  for  the 
comfort  and  convenience  of  passengers,  and  that  a  platform  loo 
feet  long  be  iconstructed  adjoining  said  building  for  the  hand- 
ling of  freight.  The  work  was  completed  March  9th,  1914,  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  complaiinants. 


PART  II 
Tariffs,  Rates  and  Charges 


RAILROAD  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA  77 


BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA 


Docket  No.  403. 


UPON  THE  INITIAL  MOTION  OF  THE  COMMISSION 
against 

NO'RTHERN  PACIFIC  RAILWAY  COMPANY, 
GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY, 
CHICAGO,  MILWiAUKEE  &  ST.  PAUL  RAILWAY  COM- 
PANY, 

BUTTE,  ANACONDA  &  PACIFIC  RAILWAY  COMPANY, 
OREGON  SHORT  LINE  RAILROAD  COMPANY, 
CHICAGO,  BURLINGTOiN  &  QUINCY  RAILROAD  COM- 
PANY, 

Defendants. 

IN  THE   MATTER  OF   Investigating  the   reasonableness   of 

the  Present  Distributing  Rates  Within  the  State  of  Montana. 


HiEARING,  October '8th,   1913. 
DECIDED,  December  27th,  1913. 


REPORT  AND  ORDER  OF  THE  COMMISSIO'N. 


No.  75. 

Hearing   was    regularly    held    in    the    offices    of    the    Commission,    October 
8th,   1913. 

REPRESENTED: 

Northern    Pacific    Railway    Co By  J.    G.   Woodworth,    T.    M. 

"    J.    B.   Baird,    G.   F.   A. 
Chicago,    Burlington   &   Quincy  Railroad    Co. By  J.    G.    Woodworth,.    T.    M., 

N.  P.Ry 

Great   Northern    Railway    Co By  W.    P.    Kenney,   Vice-Pres., 

"    H.    H.    Brown,    A.    G.    P.    A. 
Chicago,    Milwaukee    &    St.    Paul    Ry.    Co...ByF.    D.    Burroughs,    G.    F.    A. 

Oregon   Short  Line  Railroad  Co By  E.  A.   Shewe,   G.    \. 

Butte,    Anaconda    &    Pacific    Railway    Co...  By  J.    C.   Maring,   G.   F.   A. 

COMMISSIONERS: 

Boyle, 

Morley, 

Hall. 

The  proceeding  in  this  case  was  instituted  upon  the  initial 
motion  of  the  Commission,  for  the  puirpose  of  determining  the 
reasonableness  of  the  distributing  rates  now  in  effect  fro^m 
Butte,  Helena,  Great  Falls,  Missoula,  Billings,  and  certain  other 
points  within  the  ^  state  of  Montana  from  w^hich  distributing 
raites  are  now  in  effect.     It  has  been  the  custom  of  the  carrier 
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coni'panies,  and  it  is  the  practice  in  all  the  western  states,  to 
publis'h  two  separate  and  distinct  scales  Of  iclass  rates  for  local 
state  movement,  anid  frequently  for  interstaite  movements.  One 
scale  is  for  the  purpose  of  providing  rates  on  ten  classes  under 
the  Western  Olassificatioin  between  amy  and  all  points  to  or 
from  wihiich  there  is  a  imioveiment  of  freight  traffic.  The  second 
schedule  is  intended  to  enable  jobbers  at  the  more  important 
points  wfithin  the  state  to  handle  'carloaid  lots  inbound  from 
manuifajcturing  and  producing  points  v^ithin  or  without  the 
state  and  to  distribute  in  carload  or  less  than  carload  lots. 

In  iconformity  with  this  practice,  the  defendants  Great  North- 
ern, Nbrthern  Pacific,  and  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Rail- 
way companies  have  had  in  effect,  anId  moiw  maintain,  sched- 
ules of  distributing  rates  fro^m  Seattle,  Portland,  Tacoima,  and 
other  points  on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  friom  Spokane,  Washing- 
ton, to  points  within  the  states  of  Washington,  Idaho,  and  Mon- 
tana. The  natural  competitor  of  Montana  jobbing  points,  Butte, 
Helena,  Missoiula,  Great  Falls  and  Kalispell  is  Spokane. 

It  appears  from  the  evidence  in  this  case  that  jobbers  located 
at  Spokane  are  alble  to  procure  their  carload  consignments  at 
San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles,  and  other  Pacific  coast  points,  and 
the  freig-ht  rates  thence  to  Spokane  are  comparatively  low.  In 
addition  to  these  California  points  of  production,  there  are 
manufacturing  industries  at  Seattle,  Portland  and  Tacoma,  from 
which  Spokane  is  able  to  procure  its  carload  business  for  dis- 
tributing purposes.  The  joibbing  points  located  within  the 
state  of  Montana,  when  purchasing  products  either  at  the  north 
or  sonth  Pacific  coast,  are  obliged  to  pay  freight  rates  greatly 
in  excess  of  the  rates  applicable  from  the  same  points  of  pro- 
duction to  Spokane.  On  business  originating  aJong  the  Mis- 
souri River,  Mississippi  River  and  at  Chicago  co'mmon  points, 
the  rates  on  carloads  to  Montana  territory  are  slightly  less 
than  the  rates  from  the  same  points  0)f  origin  to  Spokane.  From 
the  Atlantic  seaboard,  however,  and  points  west  thereof  as  far 
as  the  Buiffalo-Pittslburg  line,  Spokane  is  able  to  make  use  of 
the  ocean  routes,  through  Seattle,  profiting  by  'the  low  rates 
into  that  point,  plus  the  comparatively  low  carload  rates  from 
Seattle  to  Spokane. 

It  is  apparent  that  Spokane  is  a'ble  to  draw  its  supplies  from 
points  that  are  in  nearly  every  instance  favored  witli  lower 
freight  rates  than  can  be  procured  by  dealers  within  Montana. 
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Owing  to  the  coinditions  as  herein  set  forth,  it  is  possible  for 
the  jobbers  at  Spokane  to  invade  territory  that  is  co^ntiguous 
to  the  Montana  jobbing-  icenters,  and  sell  products  at  lower 
prices  than  can  possibly  be  made  in  this  state. 

In  the  state  of  North  Dakota,  'the  Great  Northern,  N'orthern 
Pacific  and  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  companies 
have  for  im'any  years  had  in  effect  more  reasonable  rates  for  the 
transportation  of  freight  under  the  ten  classes,  and  in  addition 
thereto  have  favored  Fargo,  Bismark,  and  certam  other  points, 
with  distributing  rates  that  average  practically  five  per  cent 
lower  than  the  general  rates  (applicable  between  all  points  with- 
in that  state.  Comparisons  have  been  made  by  this  Comimis- 
sdon  with  the  rates  within  the  state  of  North  Dakota,  and  it 
appears  that  the  rates  within  Montana  are  now,  and  have  been 
for  many  years,  greatly  in  excess  of  those  rates.  The  Ooimmis- 
sion  has  made  investigations  with  a  view  oif  determining  the 
relative  imove/ment  of  traffic,  operating  expenses,  etc.,  in  Mon- 
tana, as  compared  with  North  Dakota.,  and  we  are  satisfied 
from  these  investigations  that  the  density  of  traffic  within  this 
state,  both  as  tO'  general  business  and  as  tO'  distriibuting  busi- 
ness, lis  as  great  as  that  'within  other  states  that  are  favored 
with  the  lower  igeneral  and  distributing  rates. 

The  carrier  companies  were  informed  of  certain  of  these  data 
gathered  prior  to  the  hearing  of  October  8th,  and  an  effort  was 
made  by  the  defendants  to  explain  the  discrepancies  as  between 
the  ^Montana  and  North  Dakota  tariffs,  and  'tb^  show  that  in 
many  instances  rates  on  certain  comimodities  in  carload  lots, 
locally  within  A-Iontana,  are  lower  than  the  rates  on  similar 
produlcts  within  North  Dakofa,  but  does  not  explain  why  the 
distributing  rates  within  Montana  should  be  higher  than  in 
other  localities  served  by  the  defendants.  It  has  been  asserted, 
however,  by  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company  that  the 
cost  of  construction  of  the  lines  within  North  Dakota  is  less 
than  the  cost  of  construction  of  similar  lines  within  the  state 
of  Montana.  It  is  also  asserted,  but  not  proven,  that  the  cost 
of  operation  in  North  Dakota  is  less. 

From  such  investiigations  as  have  been  made,  this  Com,mis- 
sion  is  satisfied  that  there  is  but  little,  if  any,  additional  cost 
in  transporting  Montana  business  as  against  Nonth  Diakota ; 
nor  are  we  impressed  with  the  argument  that  the  defendants 
are  warranted  in  oharginig  the  excessive  ai'bitraries  over  North 
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Dakota  on  account  of  enhanced  costs  of  constrtiction.  It  is 
clear,  however,  that  some  allowance  s'houild  be  imade  for  differ- 
ence of  iconditions  in  the  two  states,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  Commission  thait  t>he  Jdistributing  ra/tes  within  Montana 
should  properly  be  but  slightly  higher  than  rates  for  similar 
transportation  within  NoTth  Dakota. 

In  arriving  at  this  conclusion,  the  Commission  is  taking  into 
consideration  the  location  of  the  Montana  distributing  points, 
viz.,  that  they  are  located  loog  distances  from  points  of  sup- 
ply, as  compared  with  points  in  North  Dakota  and  Washing- 
ton ;  and  the  further  fact  that  practically  all  the  jobbing  busi- 
ness within  Montana  originates  at  points  outside  of  the  state, 
upon  which  it  is  necessary  to  pay  rates  for  extremely  long 
hauls. 

Iif  the  state  is  to  be  encouralged  in  meeting  the  competition 
of  outside  industries,  and  further,  to  encourage  extensively  any 
mianiufacturing,  it  is  apparent  that  relief  must  be  afforded  from 
the  high  freight  rates  that  have  heretoifore  been  in  effect;  and 
give  to  the  comsumers  the  benefit  of  the  reduictions  which  we 
feel  they  are  entitled  to. 

The  defendant.  Northern  Pacific  and  Great  <  Northern  Rail- 
way icoimpanies,  in  advance  of  the  hearing  of  this  case,  submit- 
ted to  'tihe  Ooimmission  a  proposed  schedule  of  distributing 
rates  tO'  be  appliicable  from  laH  points  from  which  rates  are  now 
effective.  This  schedule,  according  to  the  evidence,  is  identical 
with  that  in  effect  from  Portland,  Seattle,  and  Spokane,  as  well 
as  other  W-aslhington  and  Oregon  jobbing  points.  The  rates 
from  Portland,  Tacoma  and  Seattle  were  established  by  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Comimission,  some  two  years  ago,  after  an 
extensive  hearing  on  the  subject  of  distributing  rates  from  these 
points.  Subsequently  tihe  Publi'c  Service  Commission  of  the 
state  of  Washington  established  the  same  scale  of  rates  locally 
in  that  state.  It  is  contenddd  by  the  defendants  that  these 
rates,  having  been  promulgated  by  the  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission  and  the  Public  Service  Comniission  of  Washing- 
ton, and  aipplicable  from  points  of  distribuition  that  are  appar- 
ently handling  a  much  greater  volume  of  business  than  distrib- 
uting points  in  Montana,  should  be  reasonably  low  and  accept- 
able to  our  shipping  interests. 

Whether  or  not  the  rates  promulgated  by  the  Commissions 
named  are  reasonable  for  the  service  performed,  is  not  within 
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the  provimce  of  this  Coimimission  to  determine,  but  the  history 
of  the  rates  from  the  coast  cities  referreid  to  and  from  Spokane 
indicates  that  these  cities  have  beien  surrounded  with  conditions 
that  differ  ^materially  from  the  conditions  within  the  state  of 
Montana. 

As  has  ibeen  referred  to,  the  Washington  and  Oregon  points 
have  the  advantage  of  water  transportation,  and  in  addition  to 
that  transportation  enjoy  rates  via  all  rail  routes  that  are  com- 
paratively lo»w  ifor  the  service.  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mission that  the  conditions  within  the  state  of  Montana  more 
nearly  resemble  the  conditions  in  the  states  east  thereof,  viz., 
North  and  South  Dakota. 

Only  recently  this  Commission  reduced  the  general  scale  of 
rates  on  the  Cihiicago,  Biirlington  &  Quincy  Railroad  within  the 
state,  and  pending  sucih  time  as  coimplaints  are  made  with  ref- 
erence to  the  distributiwg  rates,  no  order  will  be  made  against 
that  coimipany. 

Order. 

This  case  being  at  issue  upon  the  initial  motion  of  the  Coan- 
mission  and  a  full  investigation  of  the  matters  and  things  in- 
volved having  been  had,  and  the  Commission  having  on  the 
date  hereof  made  its  report  containing  its  findings  of  fact  and 
conclusions  thereon,  which  report  is  made  a  part  hereoif. 

IT  IS  ORDERED  That  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Com- 
pany, the  Great  Northern  Railway  Company,  the  Chicago,  Mil- 
waukee &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company,  the  Oregon  Short  Line 
Railroad  Company,  and  the  Butte,  Anaconda  and  Pacific  Rail- 
way Company,  shall  promulgate  and  make  effective  twenty 
(20)  days  after  the  receipt  of  this  Order,  the  schedule  of  rates 
on  ten  classes  which  is  attached  hereto  and  made  a  part  hereof. 

The  Secretary  is  directed  to  serve  upon  the  parties  hereto  a 
true  and  certified  copy  oif  this  Report  and  Order,  and  the  rates 
herein  ordered  effective  shall  sO'  remain  in  full  force  and  effect 
until  the  further  order  or  approval  of  this  Commission. 

BOARD   OF   RAILROAD    COMMISSIONERS 
OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA. 

By  R.  F.  McLaren,  Secretary. 
Helena,  Montana,  December  29th,  1913. 


82 


SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


Rates  Named  Herein  Will  Apply  Except  Where  Lower  Rates 

Are  Otherwise  Provided. 


Glendive 

Miles    City 

Forsyth 

Billings 

Helena 

Big    Timber 

Livingston 

Bozeman 

Gardiner 

Deer   Lodge 

Missoula 


Anaconda 
Silver    Bow 


Anaconda 


Kalispell 

♦Somers 

Havre 

Great    Falls 

Lewistown 

Billings 

Black     Eagle 

Helena 

Butte 


Butte 

Silver    Bow 
Dillon 

Dillon 


All     stations     on     Northern     Pacific     Railway     in 

Montana    and    to    Anaconda,    Mont.,    in    connection 

with    Butte,    Anaconda   &    Pacific    Railway. 


Huntley 


Red  Lodge 
Springdale 


All     stations     on     Northern     Pacific     Railway     in 
Montana. 


All    stations   on   Great  Northern   Railway,    Chicago, 

Milwaukee   &  St.    Paul  Railway,   and  Oregon   Short 

Line   R.    R.    in   Montana. 


All   stations   on    Great    Northern    Railway    in   Mon- 
tana,  and   to  Anaconda,   Mont.,   in   connection  with 

Butte,  Anaconda  &  Pacific  Railway. 
*Kalispe!l  rates  will  apply  from   Somers  to  stations 
east,    north   and   south   of   Shelby  on   Great   North- 
ern    Railway;     also     to    Anaconda,     in     connection 
with     Butte,     Anaconda     &     Pacific     Railway. 


-Vll    stations    in    Montana    on    Oregon    Shore    Line 

R.   R. 

Anaconda,    Mont.,    in   connection   with   Butte,    Ana- 
conda  &    Pacific    Railway. 


All  stations  on  Northern  Pacific  Railway  in 
Montana;  Great  Falls  Mont.,  in  connection  with 
Great  Northern  Railway;  Anaconda,  Mont.,  in 
connection    with    Butte,    Anaconda    &    Pacific    Ry. 


All     freight 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


All     stations     on     Noithern     Pacific     Railway     in 

Montana,    and    to    Anaconda,    Mont.,    in    connection 

with    Butte.    Anaconda    &    Pacific    Railway. 


Do. 


Do. 


Applicable  on 
Pickles,       as 
described     in 
Western 
Classifica- 
tion  under 
heading 
'Pickles;" 
also  Vinegar, 
straight  car- 
loads     or 
mixed      with 
Pickles. 
Rates   to   Gt. 
Falls      apply 
o  n       carload 
freight    only. 


Beer      and 

'^TineraI 

Water 
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Belgrade 
Manhattan 


Hamilton 


Clinton 


McClaln 
Victor 


Woodside 


All  stations  on  Chicago.  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul 
Railway  and  Northern  Pacific  Railway  in  Mon- 
tana, and  via  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul 
Railway,  or  Northern  Pacific  Railway  to  Ana- 
conda in  connection  with  Butte,  Anaconda  & 
Pacific    Railway. 


All     stations     on     Northern     Pacific     Railway     in 
Montana. 


All  stations  on  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul 
Railway  and  Northern  Pacific  Railway  in  Montana 
and  via  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway 
to  Anaconda,  in  connection  with  Butte,  Anaconda 
&    Pacific    Railway. 


All     stations     on     Northern     Pacific     Railway     in 

Montana,    and    to    Anaconda    in    connection    with 

Butte,    Anaconda    &    Pacific    Railway. 


All   stations  on   Northern  Pacific  Railway  in  Mon- 
tana,   and    to   Anaconda   in   connection   with   Butte, 
Anaconda     &    Pacific     Railway. 


Flour,  mill 
feed,  mill 
stuffs,  grain, 
grain  prod- 
utcs  and  cer- 
eal prepara- 
tions. 


Do. 


High     explo- 
sives,     pow- 
der, fuse  and 
caps. 


Cider      and 
Vinegar. 


Cheese. 
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SCHEDULE  OF  DISTRIBUTING  RATES. 

ON    TEN    CLASSES 

From    stations    in    Montana    as    describerl    on    Title    Page    hereof;    governed    by 
Western    Classification    and    Exceptions    thereto,    as    approved    by    the    RAILr- 

ROAD    COMIMISSION    OF   MONTANA. 

NOTE — "^'here  rates   are  not   shown    herein   for  exact   distance,    rates   for   next 

greater    distance    will    apply. 


Dist. 

Class  1 

2 

n 

4 

0 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

5 

10 

9 

( 

5 

4 

4 

4 

3 

3 

2 

10 

10 

9 

7 

5 

4 

4 

4 

3 

3 

2 

15 

13 

11 

9 

7 

5 

5 

5 

4 

4 

3 

20 

17 

15 

11 

9 

7 

7 

6 

5 

4 

3 

25 

20 

17 

13 

10 

8 

8 

7 

6 

5 

4 

30 

23 

20 

15 

12 

9 

9 

8 

7 

6 

5 

35 

26 

22 

17 

13 

10 

10 

9 

8 

6 

5 

40 

29 

25 

19 

15 

12 

12 

10 

9 

7 

6 

45 

31 

26 

20 

16 

12 

12 

11 

9 

7 

6 

50 

33 

28 

22 

17 

13 

13 

12 

10 

8 

7 

55 

34 

29 

2' 

17 

14 

14 

12 

10 

8 

7 

60 

36 

31 

24 

18 

14 

14 

13 

11 

9 

7 

65 

37 

31 

24 

19 

15 

15 

13 

11 

9 

7 

70 

39 

33 

26 

20 

16 

16 

14 

12 

9 

8 

75 

40 

34 

26 

20 

16 

16 

14 

12 

10 

8 

80 

41 

35 

27 

21 

16 

16 

14 

12 

10 

8 

85 

42 

36 

28 

21 

17 

17 

15 

13 

10 

8 

90 

43 

37 

28 

22 

17 

17 

15 

13 

10 

9 

95 

44 

37 

29 

22 

IS 

18 

15 

13 

11 

9 

100 

45 

38 

30 

23 

18 

18 

16 

14 

11 

9 

105 

46 

39 

30 

23  . 

IS 

18 

16 

14 

11 

9 

110 

47 

40 

31 

24 

19 

19 

16 

14 

11 

9 

115 

48 

41 

32 

24 

19 

19 

17 

14 

12 

10 

120 

50 

43 

33 

25 

20 

20 

18 

15 

12 

10 

125 

51 

43 

34 

26 

20 

20 

18 

15 

12 

10 

130 

52 

44 

34 

26 

21 

21 

18 

16 

12 

10 

135 

53 

45 

35 

27 

21 

21 

19 

16 

13 

11 

140 

54 

46 

36 

27 

22 

22 

19 

16 

13 

11 

145 

55 

47 

36 

28 

22 

22 

19 

17 

13 

11 

150 

55 

47 

36 

28 

22 

22 

19 

17 

13 

11 

155 

56 

48 

37 

28 

22 

22 

20 

17 

13 

11 

160 

57 

48 

38 

29 

23 

23 

20 

17 

14 

11 

165 

58 

49 

38 

29 

23 

23 

20 

17 

14 

12 

170 

59 

50 

39 

30 

24 

24 

21 

18 

14 

12 

175 

61 

52 

40 

31 

24 

24 

21 

18 

15 

12 

180 

62 

53 

41 

31 

25 

25 

22 

19 

15 

12 

185 

63 

54 

42 

32 

25 

25 

22 

19 

15 

13 

190 

64 

54 

42 

32 

26 

26 

22 

19 

15 

13 

195 

65 

55 

43 

33 

26 

26 

23 

20 

16 

13 

200 

66 

56 

44 

33 

26 

26 

23 

20 

16 

13 

205 

67 

57 

44 

34 

27 

27 

23 

20 

16 

13 

210 

68 

58 

45 

34 

27 

27 

24 

20 

16 

14 

215 

69 

59 

46 

35 

28 

28 

24 

21 

17 

14 

220 

70 

60 

46 

35 

28 

28 

25 

21 

17 

14 

225 

72 

61 

48 

36 

29 

29 

25 

22 

17 

14 

230 

73 

62 

48 

37 

29 

29 

26 

22 

18 

15 

235 

74 

63 

49 

37 

30 

30 

26 

22 

18 

15 

240 

75 

64 

50 

38 

30 

30 

26 

23 

18 

15 

245 

76 

65 

50 

38 

30 

30 

27 

23 

18 

15 

250 

77 

65 

51 

39 

31 

31 

27 

23 

18 

15 

255 

77 

65 

51 

39 

31 

31 

27 

23 

18 

15 

260 

78 

66 

51 

39 

31 

31 

27 

23 

19 

16 

265 

79 

67 

52 

40 

32 

32 

28 

24 

19 

16 

270 

80 

68 

53 

40 

33 

32 

28 

24 

19 

16 

275 

81 

69 

53 

41 

32 

32 

28 

24 

19 

16 

280 

83 

71 

55 

42 

33 

33 

29 

25 

20 

17 

285 

84 

71 

55 

42 

34 

34 

29 

25 

20 

17 

290 

85 

72 

57 

43 

34 

34 

30 

26 

21 

17 

295 

86 

73 

57 

43 

34 

34 

30 

26 

22 

17 

300 

87 

74 

58 

44 

35 

35 

30 

26 

22 

17 

305 

88 

75 

59 

44 

35 

35 

31 

26 

22 

18 

310 

89 

76 

59 

45 

36 

36 

31 

27 

22 

18 

315 

90 

77 

59 

45 

36 

36 

32 

27 

22 

18 

320 

91 

77 

60 

46 

36 

36 

32 

27 

22 

18 

325 

92 

78 

61 

46 

37 

37 

32 

28 

23 

18 

330 

94 

80 

62 

47 

38 

38 

33 

28 

23 

19 

335 

95. 

81 

63 

48 

38 

38 

33 

29 

23 

19 

340 

96 

82 

63 

48 

38 

38 

34 

29 

23 

19 

345 

97 

82 

64 

49 

39 

39 

34 

29 

23 

19 

350 

98 

83 

65 

49 

39 

39 

34 

29 

24 

20 
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Dist. 

Class  1 

9 

3 

4 

5 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

355 

99 

84 

65 

50 

40 

40 

35 

30 

24 

20 

360 

100 

85 

66 

50 

40 

40 

35 

30 

24 

20 

365 

101 

86 

67 

51 

40 

40 

35 

30 

24 

20 

370 

102 

87 

68 

51 

41 

41 

36 

31 

24 

20 

375 

103 

88 

69 

52 

41 

41 

36 

31 

25 

21 

380 

104 

88 

69 

52 

42 

42 

37 

32 

25 

21 

385 

105 

89 

70 

53 

42 

42 

37 

32 

26 

21 

390 

106 

90 

71 

53 

42 

42 

37 

32 

27 

21 

395 

107 

91 

71 

54 

43 

43 

37 

32 

27 

21 

400 

108 

92 

72 

54 

43 

43 

38 

32 

27 

22 

410 

110 

94 

73 

55 

44 

44 

39 

33 

28 

22 

420 

112 

95 

75 

56 

45 

45 

39 

34 

28 

22 

430 

114 

97 

76 

57 

46 

46 

40 

34 

29 

23 

440 

116 

99 

77 

58 

46 

46 

41 

35 

29 

23 

450 

118 

100 

79 

59 

47 

47 

41 

35 

30 

24 

460 

120 

102 

80 

60 

48 

48 

42 

36 

30 

24 

470 

121 

103 

81 

61 

48 

48 

42 

36 

30 

24 

480 

122 

104 

81 

61 

49 

49 

43 

37 

31 

24 

490 

123 

105 

82 

62 

49 

49 

43 

37 

31 

25 

500 

124 

105 

83 

62 

50 

50 

43 

37 

31 

25 

510 

125 

106 

83 

63 

50 

50 

44 

38 

31 

25 

520 

126 

107 

84 

63 

50 

50 

44 

38 

32 

25 

530 

127 

108 

85 

64 

51 

51 

44 

38 

32 

25 

540 

128 

109 

85 

64 

51 

51 

45 

38 

32 

26 

550 

129 

110 

86 

65 

52 

52 

45 

39 

32 

26 

560 

130 

110 

87 

65 

52 

52 

46 

39 

33 

26 

570 

131 

111 

87 

66 

52 

52 

46 

39 

33 

26 

580 

132 

112 

88 

66 

53 

53 

46 

40 

33 

26 

590 

133 

113 

89 

67 

53 

53 

47 

40 

33 

27 

600 

134 

114 

89 

67 

54 

54 

47 

40 

34 

27 

610 

135 

115 

90 

68 

54 

54 

47 

41 

34 

27 

620 

136 

116 

91 

68 

54 

54 

48 

41 

34 

27 

630 

137 

116 

91 

69 

55 

55 

48 

41 

34 

27 

640 

138 

117 

82 

69 

55 

55 

48 

41 

35 

28 

650 

139 

118 

93 

70 

56 

56 

49 

42 

35 

28 

660 

140 

119 

93 

70 

56 

56 

49 

42 

35 

28 

670 

141 

120 

94 

71 

56 

56 

49 

42 

35 

28 

680 

142 

121 

95 

71 

57 

57 

50 

43 

36 

28 

690 

143 

122 

95 

72 

57 

57 

50 

43 

36 

29 

700 

144 

122 

96 

72 

58 

58 

50 

43 

36 

29 
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OFFICE    OF    THE    BOARD    OF    RAILROAD    COMMIS- 
SIONERS OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA. 


Docket  No.  403. 


UPON  THE  INITIAL  MOTION  OF  THE  COMMISSIOX, 

ag'ainst 
NORTHERN  PAFICFIC  RAILWAY  COMPANY, 
GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY, 
CHICAGO,  MILWAUKEE  &  ST.  PAUL  RAILWAY  CO^[- 

PANY, 
BUTTE,  ANACO'NDA  &  PACIFIC  RAILWAY  COMPANY, 
OREGON  SHORT  LINE  RAILROAD  COMPANY, 
IN  THE  MATTER  OF  Investigating  the   Reasonableness  of 

Distributing  Rates. 

This  matter  was  regularly  heard  upon  October  8th,  1913; 
thereafter  the  Comimission  made  its  findings  oif  (fact  and  there- 
upon issued  and  promulgated  its  Order  No.  75,  to  take  effect 
twenty  (20)  da3'S  after  receipt  of  certified  copy  thereof.  After 
)saiiid  Girder  No.  75  was  promulgated  by  the  Commission,  and 
previous  to  the  date  of  its  becdming  effective,  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railway  Comipany,  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Com- 
piany,  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  '  Company, 
and  the  Oregon  Short  Line  Railroad  Company  petitioned  the 
Comimission  that  the  case  be  reopened  for  a  further  hearing 
and  the  taking  of  additional  testimony.  Said  petitioners  alleg- 
ing that  they  had  not  'been  fully  apprised  by  the  original  notice 
of  the  real  dbject  of  the  original  hearing;  that  they  'had  not  been 
in  a  position  to  present  all  of  the  evidence  which  they  had ; 
that  the  order  of  the  Commission  was  made  upon  insufficient 
evidence,  and  various  other  grounds.  There  were  also  present- 
ed resolutions  from  various  commercial  bodies  asking  that  the 
petitions  of  tlie  carriers  be  granted. 

Upon  receipt  of  these  various  petitions  and  resolutions,  the 
Comimission  set  January  I7l3h,  1914,  as  a  date  for  oral  argu- 
ments by  the  representatives  of  the  various  interests,  upon  the 
question  of  wihcther  the  case  should  be  reopened,  and  upon  that 
date,  did  iliear  the  arguments  upon  the  question. 

After  consideration  of  all  the  matters  set  forth  in  the  various 
petitions  and  the  reasons  advanced  by  the   representatives   in 


RAILROAD  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA  87 

their  several  arguments,  the  rates  named  in  Order  No.  75  were 
suspended  for  a  period  of  twenty  (20)  days  from  January  17, 
1914,  and 

Order  No.  82. 

IT  IS  HEREBY  ORDERED  That  said  Order  No.  75  be 
further  suspended  until  the  further  order  of  this  Comiiiission. 
That  this  case  be  reopened,  and  10  o'Icloick  A.  M.,  the  20th  day 
of  April,  1914,  is  hereby  designated  as  the  id'ate  upon  which,  at 
the  offices  oif  the  Coimimission  at  Helena,  Montana,  the  carriers 
may  offer  testimony  upon  any  and  all  matters  set  forth  in  their 
petition  for  a  reopening  heretofore  filed,  and  at  which  time  and 
place,  any  person,  association  of  persons,  or  any  corporation 
may  appear  and  offer  evidence  upon  the  subject  of  distributing 
rates  within  the  state  of  Montana,  as  to  why  the  rates  named 
and  promulgated  iby  Order  No.  75,  s'hould  or  should  not  be  put 
into  effect. 

BOARD   OF   RAILROAD    COMMISSIONERS 
OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA. 

By  R.  F.  McLaren,  Seoretary. 
Helena,  Montana,  January  21,  1914. 
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BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA 


Docket  No,  420. 


GATE  CITY  COAL  MINING  COMPANY, 

Complainant, 
ag-ainst 

NORTHERN  PACIFIC  RAILWAY  COMPANY, 

Defendant. 

IN  THE  MATTER  OF  Alleged  Excessive  and  Discriminatory 
Rates  on  Lignite  Coal. 


HEARING,   February   12th,   1914. 
DECIDED,  Alarch  20th,  1914. 


REPORT  AND  ORDER  OF  THE  COMMISSION. 


Number  85. 

Hearing  was  regrularly  held  at  Glendive,  Montana,  February  12th,   1914. 

REPRESENTED: 

Complainant By  F.    P.    T.eiper, 

Defendant By  W.   E.  Alair, 

"    W.    H.    Merriman, 
"    J.  M.  Rapelje, 
"    T.   H.   LantrJ^ 
"    J.  E.   Spurling. 

COMMISSIONERS: 

Boyle, 
Morley, 
Hall. 
Aivord,   Counsel. 

Comiplainant  is  a  corporation  organized  under  the  laws  of  the 
State  of  Montana,  and  is  engaged  in  the  business  of  mining  and 
shipping  lignite  coal  from  Stipek,  Montana,  to  certain  territory 
on  the  line  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway.  By  complaint 
filed  December  15th,  1913,  it  is  alleged  that  the  rates  applying 
on  lignite  coal  are  excessive,  unreasonable  and  discriminaton,^ 
Relief  is  sought. 

The  coal  property  in  question  is  located  approximately  two 
and  one-half  miles  west  of  Stipek,  a  station  on  the  Sidney 
Branch  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Raihvay  about  eight  miles 
north  of  Glendive,  the  latter  being  the  junction  with  the  main 
line.  This  two  and  one-half  mile  haul  is  at  the  present  time 
being  made  with  teams  to  Stipek,  where  the  coal  is  loaded  into 
cars.     It  is  the  intention  to  later  on  have  track  connection  be- 
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tween  the  mine  and  the  railroad.  The  first  shipaiTents  were 
made  from  this  mine  in  Sesptemiber,  1913,  at  wihich  time  there 
was  no  comrmodity  rate  in  effect, — ^class  D  applying.  Later, 
effective  October  29th,  1913,  defendant  published  its  tariff  462 
E,  promulgating  a  schedule  of  rates  on  coal  from  Stipek  to  var- 
ious points,  w'hich  schedule,  however,  was  not  acceptable  to  the 
■complainant.     Hence  this  action. 

Testimony  introduced  by  complainant  is  to  the  effect  that 
the  present  scale  of  rates  is  discriminatory  in  view  of  rates 
accorded  by  defendant  to-  ic'oal  properties  located  in  Carbon 
Co'unity.  On  the  other  hand,  the  railway  coiuipany  avers  that 
the  'higher  rates  froim  Stipek  are  justified,  ist,  on  'account  of 
lack  of  density  of  traffic;  2d,  Branch  line  operation ;  3d,  that 
the  coal  is  lighter  in  weig'ht,  and  therefore  does  not  furnish  an 
equally  hig*h  average  tons  per  car.  Defendant's  exhibit  No.  2 
reads  in  part : 

"Red  Lodge  coal  is  iheavier  than  Stip'ek  coal  anid  the 
average  loading  per  'car  is  70  per  cent  greater.  The 
average  loading  of  coal  at  Red  Lodge  for  the  months 
of  November  and  December,  1913,  was  39  tons  to  the 
car,  while  the  average  loading  at  Stipek  for  the  same 
period  was  23  tons  per  car." 

.  Otherwise  there  is  no  testimony  to  'show  that  the  Stipek  coal 
is  "iliglht."  The  exhibit  does  not  show  car  numbers  and  the 
loading  of  each,  whereby  the  capacity  of  the  equipment  so  used 
might  be  determined.  Defendant's  witness  did  mot  know  what 
kind  or  class  of  cars  were  loaded  at  either  imine.  Complainant 
refuted  the  average  of  23  tons  per  car  and  offered  in  evidence 
original  expense  bills  covering  all  oars  (except  three,  possibly 
four),  which  were  not  available.  It  is  assumed  that  they  were 
all  N.  P.  cars,  although  the  freig'ht  receipts  do  not  show.  State- 
mient  follows : 

Date 
10-22-13 
10-17-13 
10-17-13 
10-27-13 
12-  1-13 
12-22-13 
12-  6-13 
12-11-13 


600,200 
(Average  tons  per  car  37.51) 


Car.  No. 

Marked  Copy 

Net  Weight 

33.650 

70,000 

77,500 

33,153 

70,000 

70,100 

35,505 

70,000 

77,100 

44,230 

80,000 

84,600 

35,514 

70,000 

70,000 

22,398 

80,000 

85,900 

41,722 

80,000 

88,800 

2,623 

"40,000 

or 

50,000 

(Ry.  Bq. 

Reg.) 

46,200 
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In  regard  to  branch  line  service,  it  is  true  that  the  density  of 
traffic  is  not  as  great,  with  rare  exceptions,  on  branches  as  on 
main  line,  but  there  are  no  figures  available  to  show  the  cost 
of  transporting  a  car  or  a  -ton  of  any  particular  com-modity  be- 
tween given  'points,  ^whether  both  be  located  on  the  same  line, 
or  interline.  Sound  and  logical  reasoning  may  be  advanced  for 
or  against  a  differential  rate  in  either  case,  taking  into  consid- 
eration the  cost  of  maintenance  and  operation,  and  in  this  con- 
nection it  is  a  noticeable  fact  that  practically  all  of  the  coal 
properties  in  Montana  are  situated  on  branclh  lines,  or  feeders, 
and  the  more  extensive  mines  require  a  special  movement  of 
empty  cars  in  one  direction,  while  the  small  operators  requiring 
but  a  car  now  and  then  can  be  aocomlmodated  with  an  "empty" 
set  out  by  the  regular  local  train  from  either  way. 

In  1909,  after  hearings  and  extensive  investigations  into  the 
coal  rate  situation  in  the  state,  the  Commission  promulgated 
schedules  of  lotal  rates  on  the  various  lines  of  railroad  to  all 
stations.  These  schedules  were  based  largely,  but  not  exclu- 
sively iQin  mileage.  It  was  not  found  necessary  at  that  time  to 
make  a  different  scale  applying  strictly  to  main  line  or  branch 
line  points  of  destination,  nor  whether  the  ser^'ice  were  per- 
formed between  the  two.  Since  that  time  all  rates  on  coal  au- 
thoirized  by  the  Commission  have  conformed  to  the  standard 
scale  then  established,  and  we  know  of  no-  reason  why  an  ex- 
ception should  be  made  in  this  particular  case.  In  fact  the 
record  shows  that  Stipek  coal  is  of  an  inferior  grade  to  other 
ooals  mined  further  west ;  for  example,  it  is  stated  that  Bear- 
creek  coal  retails  in  Glendive  for  $6.10,  while  Stipek  only  brings 
$3.40  per  ton.  Bearcreek  coal  is  said  to  be  about  on  a  parity 
with  Red  Lodge,  Bridger,  FrOimiberg,  Roundup,  and  other 
smaller  imines  in  Central  Montana,  and  complainant  raises  the 
question  "why  should  a  higher  freight  rate  be  charged  on  a 
cheaper  product  for  the  same  service  rendered?"  We  are  not 
of  the  opinion  that  a  higher  freight  rate  should  be  maintained 
while  the  smaller  mine  is  struggling  to  establish  itself,  or  imtil 
it  has  produced  a  denstiy  of  traffic  equal  to  the  older  proper- 
ties; WHEREFORE, 

Order. 
This  case  being  at  issue  upon  com'plaint  and  answer  filed,  and 
having  been  duly  heard  and  submitted  by  the  parties   hereto, 
and  a  full  investigation  of  the  matters  and  things  involved  hav- 
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ing-  /been  had,  and  the  Commission  having  on  the  date  hereof 
made  its  report  containing  its  findings  of  fact  and  conclusions 
thereon,  which  said  report  is  made  a  part  hereof: 

IT  IS  ORDERED  that  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Com- 
pany shall  establish  and  put  in  force  and  effect  for  the  future, 
the  following  schedule  of  rates  on  coal  from  Stipek,  Montana, 
tb'  destination  shown,  the  ;sa)me  to  become  effective  twenty  (20) 
days  after  receipt  of  certified  copy  of  this  Report  and  Order, 
and  shall  so  remain  in  effect  until  the  further  order  or  approval 
of  this  Commission. 

(Kates   named  in   cents   per   ton   of  2,000   pounds) 

FROM   STIPEK  FROM    STIPEK 

To                                                            Rate  To  Rate 

Intake    50    Conlin     70 

Burns     50    Fallon     75 

Savage  60    Cato    75 

Craneville    70    Terry      75 

Sidney    75    Kamm    80 

Wibaux   75    Blackfoot    85 

Beaver  Hill   70    Zero     85 

Gelman    (now    Heckman) 70    Shirley     90 

Hodses    70  ^Jordan    90 

lona    60    Tusler     95 

Allard    60    Murn     95 

Curry    50    Miles   City    95 

Glendive    50    Allen       50 

Colgate    50    Hoyt     60 

Marsh    70 

MINIMUM   WEIGHTS. 

Cars   of   not   over   40,000   lbs.    capacity ''^O.OOO    lbs. 

Cars    over    40,000    lbs.    capacity 10%  less   than  marked   capacity 

of     car,     but     not     more     than 
72,000  lbs. 

Ore,  coal  or  gondola  cars  used  at  carrier's  Actual    weight    when    loaded    to 

convenience full     visible     capacity. 

*Unless  marked  capacity  of  car  is  less,  in  which  event  marked  capacity 
of  car  will  govern;  except  in  the  case  of  cars  with  a  marked  capacity  of 
28,000  lbs.,    on   which   a  minimum   weight   of   26,000    lbs.    will   be   observed. 

The  Secretary  is  directed  to  serve  upon  the  parties  hereto  a 
true  and  certified  copy  of  this  Report  and  Order,  and  to  obtain 
ajcknowledgement  thereof. 

BOARD   OF   RAILROAD    COMAIISSIONERS 
OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA. 

By  R.  F.  }dcLAREN,  Secretary. 
Helena,  Montana,  March  31st,  1914. 
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BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA 


Docket  No.  424. 


THE  BOZEMANi  MILLING  COMPANY, 

Complainant, 
ag-ainst 

OREGON  SHORT  LINE  RAILROAD  COMPANY, 

Defendant. 

IN  THE  MATTER  OF  Exckuding  Cereals  From  Mixed  Car- 
loads of  Flour,  Millstuffs,  Etc. 


HEARING,  April  6th,  1914. 
DECIDED,  April   i6th,  1914. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSION. 


Number  89. 

Hearing  was  regulariy  held  at  Helena,   April   6th,   1914. 

REPRESENTED: 

Complainant By  O.  "W.   Tong. 

Defendant By  Judge  J.   L.   AVines. 

COMMISSIONERS: 
Boyle, 
Moriej', 
Hall. 

Complainant  is  a  millinig  coimipany  operating  in  Bozeman, 
Montana,  and  by  its  -comiplaimt  filed  January  20th,  1914,  alleges 
that  the  defendant  exacts  an  unreasonable  charge  for  the  trans- 
portation of  cereals  when  loaded  in  mixed  cars  with  flour,  etc. 
Bozeman  is  served  by  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  and  the 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway,  (Gallatin  Valley  Ry.) 
connecting  with  the  Oregon  Short  Line  at  Silver  Bow  Jet.  and 
Butte,  respectively.  Thus,  shipments  from  Bozem'an  to  points 
on  defendant's  line  imust  be  forwarded  by  one  or  the  other  of 
these  originating  carriers ;  both  of  which  permit  by  the  terms 
of  (their  tariffs,  the  carloiad  mixtures  here  sought  to  be  estab- 
lished, and  which  defendant  has  classified  as  contraband,  in 
Tariff  3281,  Item  32,  reading  as  follows: 
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GRAIN  PRODUCTS  RATES   TO   APPLY. 

(a)  Malt,    straight   carloads.  Flour    rates    and    Mln.    weights. 

(b)  Flour,  (manufactured  from  wheat,  corn, 
buckwheat,  potatoes  or  rye)  bran, 
bran  meal,  chopped  corn,  cracked  corn, 
cracked  wheat,  crushed  wheat,  grits, 
hominy    feed,     millings,     oat-hulls,     shorts, 

brewers'  grits,  brewers'  meal,  oil  cake,  oil 
cake  meal,  *breakfast  cereals,  *cerealine, 
*corn  flake,  *farina,  *farinose,  *fermen- 
tum,    *hominy,    *maeeze,    *maiza,    *maizon, 

*oat    dust,    *oat    groats,    *oat    meal,    *corn 

meal.    *peameal,    *beanmeal,    *rolled   barley, 

*rolled     oats,     *rolled     rye,     rolled     wheat, 

•'Wheat    manna.       *Breakfast     cereals     will 

include     all     vmcooked     preparations     from 

grain     which     are     strictly     mill    products, 

BUT    \^^LL    NOT    APPLY    on    cereal    food 

products     packed     in     paper,      pasteboard, 

pulp-board      or      strawboard      cartons      orFlour   and  Millstuffs   Rates   and 

packages.  Minimum   Weights. 

Testiimlony  of  complainant  to  the  effect  that  its  products  are 
manufactured  from  grain  and  are  "uncooked"  is  not  disputed 
in  the  record,  and  the  only  question,  therefore,  to  determine  is 
whetlher  or  not  these  articles  when  put  up  in  cartons  or  pack- 
ages, should  take  a.  higher  rating  than  flour  and  millstuffs  in 
mdxed  carloads.  Defendant  took  exception  to  certain  exhibits 
introduced  by  counsel  for  complainant  for  the  purpose  of  show- 
ing that  the  Northern  Pacific  and  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  Railway  Companies,  of  their  own  volition,  permitted  the 
carload  mixtures  prayed  for  in  this  proceeding,  on  the  ground 
that  the  Oregon  Short  Line  was  not  'bound  by  the  action  of 
otiher  common  carriers,  and  the  fact  of  their  having  adopted  a 
certain  tariff  regulation  idid  not  constitute  proof  that  such  reg- 
ulation sihould  be  made  to  apply  in  this  case.  Likewise  defen- 
dant objected  to  coimplainant's  testimony  as  to  what  the  prac- 
tice was  in  some  other  states,  along  these  lines.  It  is  true  that 
one  carrier  is  not  legally  bound  to  follow  a  precedent  estab- 
lished 'by  another;  nor  does  it  necessarily  follow  that  it  would 
be  right  and  proper  for  this  Coimfmi'ssion  to  issue  an  order  so 
reqiuiring;  in  fact  Section  13,  Railroad  Commission  Law  of 
Miontana,  provides : 

"The  said  Board  may  fix  different  rates  for  diifferent 
railroads  anid  for  different  lines  under  the  same  (man- 
agement,  or  for  different  parts   of  the  same   lines,    if 
found  necessary  to  do  justice,"     *     *     * 
At  the  same  timie  the  Comimdssion  must  take  cognizance  of 
long-established  and  general  practices  in  transportation  matters 
wlhere  there  is  apparently  no  imaterial  difference  in  service  con- 
ditions whic(h  would  warrant  an  exception.     It  is  necessary  of 
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course  to  proivide  for  "mixed  carloads''  to  meet  the  needs  of 
commerce;  no  hard  and  fast  rule  can  be  laid  down  specifying- 
juisit  what  articles  may  or  may  not  be  contained  therein,  neither 
iwoulid  it  ibe  practicable  to  restrict  the  loading-  to  commodities 
of  precisely  the  same  imarket  value. 

The  ooimiplainant  in  this  case  ships  largely  throughout  the 
state ;  not  being-  confined  to  any  particular  territory.  It  canmot 
ship  in  straight  carloads  for  the  reason  that  the  "trade"  does 
not  require  and  cannot  handle  large  consignments.  It  may  load 
in  mixed  cars  witlh  flour,  etc.,  cereals  in  cotton  or  burlap  bags, 
taking  the  mixed  carloiad  rating  of  the  Oregon  Short  Line ;  but 
wihen  these  same  cereals  are  put  iiip  in  paper  packages  and  en- 
closed in  wooden  boxes,  that  company  declines  to  accept  them 
other  than  at  lessnthan-'carload  rates.  The  effect  of  this  re- 
striction is  shown  in  the  following  statement  O'f  charges  as  they 
are  at  present  on  a  car  rn'oving  from  Bozeman  to  Dillon  via 
Northern  Pacific  or  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  and  Ore- 
gon Short  Line : 

Contents  "Wei.^ht 

Flour    and    millstuffs    32,000  lbs. 

Rolled     oats     2,500     lbs. 

Pearl    barley     1,500  lbs. 

Total  weight 36,000  lbs. 

Bozeman    to    Butte 36,000  lbs.   @  12i^c  cwt.  $45.00 

Butte    to    Dillon    32,000  lbs.  @  13c       cwt.     $41.60 

(L.   C.   I^.) 43,000  lbs.   @     25c       cwt.       10.00 

Distance,   Bozeman   to  Butte    95.5  miles. 

Distance,    Butte    to    Dillon    69.     miles. 

It  will  be  noted  tihat  while  the  Oregon  Short  Line  charges 
251c  per  cwt.  on  4,000  lbs.  for  a  haul  of  69  miles,  the  connecting 
lines  'handle  the  same  shipment  95.5  imiles  for  125/2C  cwt.  There 
is  no  disputing  the  contention  of  coimplainant  that  articles  for 
sihipment  enclosed  in  wooden  boxes  are  much  better  protected 
against  loss  and  damage  in  transit  than  if  simply  put  in  cotton 
(bags, — lialble  to  be  torn,  or  contents  permeated  by  coming  in 
contact  with  foreign  substanices.  Ais  a  matter  of  fact  Western 
Clas'sification  provides  for  a  higher  rating,  coffee  for  instance, 
in  bags,  than  when  shipped  in  drums, — the  former  taking  3d 
and  the  latter  4th  class ;  the  distinction  being-  made  for  110  other 
reason  than  that  cited  above.  Fiurthenmore  the  defendant  in 
this  cause  recognizes  to  some  exitent  the  fairnesis  of  complain- 
ant's demands  in  that  it  is  a  party  to  Oregon- Wasbington  Rail- 
road and  Navigation   Company's  Tariff  No.  49.  which  permits 
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of  the  desirdd  carload  mixture  from  Pacifiic  Coast  Terminals  to 
iStatioms  in  Miontana,  and  which  is,  generally  speaking,  the  cus- 
tom: in  Western  Classification  territory.  Defendant  did  not 
offer  any  testimony  in  suppoirt  oif  its  position  herein  attacked, 
and  the  Co)mmission  is  of  the  opinion  from  the  record  and  its 
knowledge  of  the  conditions  involved,  that  the  restricting  clause 
carried  in  Item  32,  Tariff  3281,  is  unreasonable  and  places  an 
undue  burden  upon  the  shipper. 

The  Secretary  is  directed  to  serve  upon  the  Oregon  Short 
Line  Railroad  Company  a  true  and  certified  copy  of  this  Re- 
port, and  it  is  expected  t'hat  the  said  coimipany  will  amend  its 
tariffs  in  accordanlce  therewith,  pending  which,  and  for  a  period 
of  not  more  than  twenty  (20)  days,  the  Cio^mmission  will  defer 
further  action  in  the  matter. 

BO'ARD  OF  RAILROAD    COMMISSIONERS 
OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA. 

By  R.  F.  McLaren,  Secretary. 
Helena,  Montana,  April  i6th,  1914. 
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BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA 


Docket  Nos.  417  and  418. 


UPON  THE  INITIAL  MOTION  OF  THE  COMMISSION, 
against 

(MONTANA,  WfYOMING  &    SOUTHERN    RAILROAD 
4i8(     COMPANY, 

(NORTHERN  PACIFIC  RAILWAY  COMPANY, 
(GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY, 
(CHICAGO,   MILWAUKEE    &  ST.    PAUL    RAILWAY 
4i7(     COMPANY, 

(GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY  COAIPANY. 
TO   INVESTIGATE   THE    REASOXABLENESS    OF    the 
Present  Freight  Rates  on  Coal  From  Bearoreek  and  Roundup 
to  Points  on  the  Great  Northern  Railway. 


HEARING,  Fdbruary  3d,   1914. 
DECIDED,  June  13th,  1914. 


REPORT  AND  ORDER  OF  THE   COMMISSION. 


Number  94. 

Hearing  in  this  matter  was  originally  set  for  January  6th,  and  continued 
until  February  3d,  at  the  request  of  all  parties  in  interest;  on  which  latter 
date  hearing  was   regularly  held  at  Billings. 

REPRESENTED: 

Bear  Creek  Mining  District By  Oliver  W.    Tong, 

"    J.    S.    Brophy. 

Roundup    Coal  Mining   Co By  J.    E^  Woodard, 

Mont.,   Wyo.,   &   Sou.   R.   R.    Co 


Northern  Pacific  Ry.   Co. 


M.    W.    Maguire 
J.   G.    Skinner, 

J.  M.  Rapelje, 
W.   H.   Merriman, 
B.    O.    Johnson, 
J.  E.  Spurling, 
John  F.  Finerty, 
I.   Parker  Veazey. 

Chi.,   Mil.   &   St.   Paul  Ry.   Co By  Samuel  Wilson. 


Great  Northern  Ry.   Co. 


Jr. 


.By  F.   S.  Elliott, 
"    J.    T.   McGaughey, 
"    M.    Nicholson, 
F.  D.  Kelsey, 
"    T.    P.   Clemow, 
"    John  F.   Finerty, 
"    I.  Parker  Veazey,  Jr 


COMMISSIONERS: 
Boyle. 
Morley, 
Hall. 
Alvord,   Counsel. 
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Bearcreek  is  served  'by  the  Montana,  Wyoming  &  Southern 
Railroad,  oinly,  connecting-  with  the  Northern  Pacific  at  Bridger, 
the  latter  connecting  with  the  Great  Northern  at  what  is  known 
as  "Great  Northern  Junction,"  about  twelve  miles  west  of  Blu- 
ing's ;  also  at  Helena  and  Butte.  Rounidup  is  served  by  the 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway,  connecting  Avith  the 
Great  Northern  at  Judith  Gap,  Lewistown,  Great  Falls  and 
Butte.  Thus  it  will  be  noted  that  the  C.  M.  &  St.  P.  Ry.  Co. 
is  not  a  party  to  the  movement  (frtolm  Bearcreek  to  stations  on 
the  Great  Northern,  nor  does  the  Mont.,  Wyo.  &  Sou.  or  the 
Nor.  Pac.  participate  in  the  Roundup  traffic.  The  conditions, 
however,  being-  closely  allied,  these  two  investigations  which 
were  comimienced  under  separate  docket  numbers,  have  been 
consolidated. 

It  may  be  well  to  mention  that  Bearcreek  and  Roundup  are 
two  of  the  largest  producers  of  commercial  coal  in  the  state. 
Many  inquiries  have  been  made  and  informal  complaints  pre- 
sented to  the  Coimmission  from  timie  to  time  with  a  view  of  se- 
curing- more  reasonalble  freight  rates  on  the  product  of  these 
mines  to  points  on  the  Great  Northern  Railway,  where  the  coal 
is  apparently  in  demand.  Through  rates  are  now  in  effect  from 
Bearcreek  to-  certain  Great  Nbrthern  territory,  figuring  20c  per 
ton  less  than  Sheridan  and  301c  less  than  Kirby,  Wyoming;  but 
from  Roundup  there  is  nothing  except  the  combination  of 
locals ;  using  the  Great  Northern  rates  from  Broadview  as  a 
maxima  applying  from  Judith  Gap. 

Bearcreek  and  Roundup  coal  co'mes  in  co:mpetition  with  that 
from  Sheridan  and  Kirby,  and  to  indicate  the  comparative 
length  of  hauls,  attention  is  called  to  the  various  distances  to 
Great  Northern  Junction. 

Froim 

Bearcreek    54  miles 

Sheridan     155  miles 

Kirby    171  miles 

and  as  stated  above,  the  present  rates  are  based  on  Sheridan 
20c  and  Kifoy  30c  per  ton  over  Bearcreek;  this  ' representing 
an  additional  haul  of  loi  and  117  miles  respectively.  To  Judith 
Gap  (connection  between  C.  M.  &  St.  P.  and  G.  N.  Rys.)  the 
distances  are: 
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From 

Roundup    92  miles 

Sheridan     257  miles 

Kir*by    273  miles 

Beancreek    • 156  miles 

These  fig-ures  are  given  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  rela- 
tive geographical  location  of  each  field  to  the  territory  served 
by  the  Great  Northern  Railway  in  Montana.  Through  rates 
from  Bearcreek  are  not  now  in  effect,  however,  to  all  points 
on  Great  Northern  Ry.  There  are  no  rates  puiblished  to  points 
between  Great  Falls  and  Butte,  except  to  Helena  which  is 
reached  via  the  Northern  Pacific ;  neither  are  there  any  rates 
to  points  west  of  Columbia  Flals.  Into  this  territory  Wyoming 
can  ship  coal  at  a  lower  rate  than  Bearcreek ;  note  the  follow- 
ing examples : 

From 
Sheridan  Kirby  Bearcreek 

To  miles       rate      miles       rate       miles       rate 

Cascade       407  $3.15  423  $3.25  306  $3.35 

Whitefish     630  3.75  646  3.85  529  4.50 

Eureka    682  3.75  698  3.85  581  4.75 

Libby   746  3.75  702  3.85  645  5.05 

Troy     765  3.75  781  3.85  664  5.10 

It  may  be  stated  that  rate  of  $3.75  from  Sheridan  and  $3.85 
from  Kirby  extend  through  to  Spokane,  Washington.  The 
rates  from  Bearcreek  shown  in  the  above  statement  are  based 
on  Genb'Cr  Jot.,  and  are  the  lowest  coimlbination  available.  The 
rdcord  compares  the  present  i rates  froim  Bearcreek  with  hard 
and  soft  coal  from  eastern  terminals  to  stations  in  eastern 
Momtana,  and  shows,  which  we  finid  to  be  correct : 

From 

To                                                                                       Bearcreek  Diiluth 

Soft  Coal  Hard  Coal     Soft  Coal 

Rate      miles  rate      miles      rate 

Plentywood     $5.05         724         $4.70        715         $4.40 

Culbertson    4.75         656  4.80         676  4.00 

Poplar    4.60         623  4.50         709  4.20 

Exhibits  are  on  file  dealing  at  considerable  length  with  com- 
parisoms  on  a  per  ton  per  mile  basis.  We  do  not  think  it  ne- 
cessary, however,  to  go  into  this  feature  of  the  case  to  any  great 
extent;  the  rates  and  distances  already  cited  in  this  report  con- 
vey, we  believe,  a  general  ,  presentation  of  the  discrimination 
alleged  by  the  mining  companies  to  exist  in  favor  of  foreign 
coal,  and  the  lack  of  uniformity  in  handling  the  business  mov- 
ing over  two  or  more  lines  of  railroad.  Counsel  for  Great 
Northern  Railway  Company  stated  ('tr.  p.  86)  : 
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"We  receive  the  same  'proportion  for  the  same  dis- 
tanice  from.  Judith  Gap  that  we  receive  from  Bearcreek. 
In  other  words,  so  far  as  the  Great  Northern  is  con- 
cerned its  proportional  rate  from  the  foireign  line  is 
the  same,  no  miatter  where  that  business  originates. 
For  instance,  the  Great  Northern  proportion  from 
Sheridan  for  120  miles  from  Billings  is  $1.45  for  that 
120  miles.  That  is  the  Great  Northern  proportion  for 
120  miles  from  *Billings  (corrected,*  from  Bearcreek), 

and  it  is  the  Great  Northern  proportion  for  120  miles 
from   Judith    Gap   for   a   shipment    coiming    from     the 

Milwaukee  from  Roundup.     It  is  true  that  those  pro- 
portions are  higher  than  our  local  rates  for  the  same 
distance.     Our  local  rate  as  fixed  over  the  Milwaukee 
lor  120  miles  is  $1.10,  imaking  in  that  instance  ten  cents 
between  our  loical  and  proportional.     For  200  miles  our 
local   rate  is  $1.50  and   our  proportional   rate   for  200 
imiles,  or  the  nearest  to  it,  is  $1.90,  which  is  for  213 
miles." 
From  itihis  we  note  that  the  C.  B.  &  Q.  gets  ifor  its  partici- 
pation in  the  joint  service,  $1.00.     For  example,    Barrows,    a 
station  on  the  Great  Northern  121.  i  imiles  west  of  Billings  takes 
through  rate  from  Sheridan  of  $2.45,  of  which  the  Great  North- 
ern 'receives  $1.45   and   the   Burlington   the   balance,   $1.00    per 
ton.     The  distance  Sheridan  to  Billings  is  142.9  miles.     That  is, 
the   Great   Northern  gets   12   mills  and  the   Burlington    seven 
mills  per  ton  per  mile,  while  the  average  'through  rate  per  ton 
miles  figures  9.3  mills.     Then  again  to  a  point  213  miles  west 
of  Billings  the  rate  from  Sheridan  is  $2.90;  the  Great  North- 
ern's piroportoin   being  $1.90,  or  nine  imills,   Biurlington  seven 
mills  per  ton  per  mile. 

From  Bearcreek  we  are  not  informed  as  to  the  division  of 
revenue  ibetween  the  carriers,  (except  the  Great  Northern  whidh 
is  the  same  as  from  Sheritdan)  ibut  for  similar  distances  as 
albove  the  present  through  rates  are : 

Miles  Rate  Per  ton  Mile 

264  $2.75  10.4  mills 

356  3.25  9.1  mills 

The  Commission  is  not  interested  particularly  as  to  how  a 
rate  is  divided,  so  long  as  the  charge  as  a  whole  is  reasonable ; 
but  it  certainly  wo'uld  seem  as  thougih  a  rate  of  nine  or  ten 
mills  per  to'u  per  mile  were  excessive,  when  a  connecting  line 


100  SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  its  own  volition  accepts  seven  mills,  under  practically  the 
same  conditions,  and  for  a  much  shorter  haul.  Testimony  of 
respondents  in  defense  of  the  alleged  unreasonable  rates,  dw^elt 
lupon  the  expense  of  handling  the  business  through  junction 
points,  and  the  necessity  for  empty  car  movement.  There  is 
no  evidence  to  show  that  the  interchange  at  connections  is 
out  of  the  ordinary  or  involves  unusual  expense.  As  a  mat- 
ter of  fact  the  cost  should  be  diminutive  rather  than  excessive, 
passing  as  it  does  throug*h  connections  where  the  expense  is 
normal,  while  on  the  other  hand  all  coal  from  Sheridan  is  de- 
I'ivered  to  the  Great  XOrthern  at  Billings,  one  of  the  largest 
terminals  in  the  state,  and  would,  naturally,  be  expected  to  bear 
its  proportion  of  tihe  cost. 

As  to  the  car  movement  it  can  be  said  that  in  the  coal  busi- 
ness the  equipment  anvarialbly  moves  empty  in  one  direction ; 
to  the  liarger  mines  the  "empties"  are  taken  in  train  loads,  and 
this  non-revenue  producing  service  has  been  taken  into  consid- 
eration in  the  making  of  freight  rates ;  it  is  not  a  new  condi- 
tion, and  is  something  that  cannot  be  avoided. 

We  find,  and  so  hold,  that  the  situation  is  inconsistent,  and 
discriminatory  to  the  extent  that  Wyoming  fields  are  enabled 
to  .market  their  products  in  Great  Northern  territory  in  Mon- 
tana imore  advantageously  than  the  local  mines,  by  reason  of 
freight  rates  that  are  unduly  preferential  tO'  the  former.  We 
also  find  that  the  joint  rates  in  effect  from  Bearcreek  are  ex- 
cessive in  view  of  the  Commission's  standard  scale  for  single 
line  haul.  It  must  not  be  understood  that  we  are  taking  the 
position  that  a  movement  over  two  or  more  lines  of  railroad 
should  be  made  for  the  same  transportation  charge,  as  if  it 
were  one  line  for  the  same  distance.  We  realize  that  there  is 
additional  expense  to  the  carrier  by  reason  of  interchange  at 
Junction  points,  and  in  compiling  the  schedule  of  rates  at- 
tached hereto,  this  feature  of  the  service  (has  not  been  over- 
looked. 

WJiEREFORE,  this  case  being  at  issue  upon  the  initial 
motion  of  the  Commission,  and  having  'been  duly  heard  and 
submitted,  and  a  full  investigation  of  the  matters  and  things 
involved  having  been  had,  and  the  Commission  having  on  the 
date  hereof  made  its  report,  as  foregoing,  containing  its  find- 
ings of  fact  and  conclusions  thereon, 
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Order. 

IT  IS  ORDERED  that  the  Montana,  Wyoming  &  Southern 
Railroad  Company,  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Comlpany,  and 
Great  Northern  Railway  Company,  shall  put  in  force  and  ef- 
fect from  Bearcreek,  and  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul 
Railway  Company  and  Great  Noirthern  Railway  company,  from 
Roundup,  the  rates  named  in ,  the  attached  schedules,  which 
are  made  a  part  hereof,  tO'  stations  on  the  line  of  the  Great 
Northern  Railway  in  Montana ;  the  same  to-  become  effective 
twienty  (20)  days  after  receipt  of  certified  copy  of  this  Report 
and  Order,  and  shaill  'so  remain  in  effect  until  the  further  order 
or  approval  of  ithe  Coimimission. 

BOARD  OF  RAILROAD    COMMISSIONERS 
OF  THE  STATE  OiF  MONTANA. 

R.  F.  MicLAREN,  Secretary. 
Helena,  Montana,  June  i6th,  1914. 
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Maximum  Freight  Rates  to  Be  Charged  for  the  Transportation 

of  Coal,  Carloads,  From  Bear  Creek  and  Roundup,  Montana, 

to  Stations  on  Great  Northern  Railway. 


Rate    in    cents    per    ton    of    2,000    lbs. 

From 
To  Bear   Creek  Roundup 

Great    Nor.    Jet 195 

Hesper     125  190 

Rirnrock     130  190 

Shorey      130  185 

Acton      135  185 

Comanche     140  180 

Broadview    145  175 

Painted    Robe     145  175 

Belmont       150  170 

Cushman       150  165 

Slavton      155  165 

Vebar     155  165 

Franklin      160  160 

Wallum      160  155 

Hedges     165  155 

NihiH       170  150 

Oxford    170  145 

Judith    Gap     175 

Barrows      180  145 

Buffalo     180  150 

Mendon      185  150 

Hauck    185  155 

Hobson     190  155 

Moccasin     190  160 

Kohn       195  165 

Ross   Fork    200  165 

Kingston     200  170 

Staveley      205  165 

Lewistown       205 

Benchland    195  165 

Windham      200  165 

Stanford 200  170 

Dover     205  170 

Merino     205  175 

Geyser      210  180 

Spion  Kop    215  180 

Ravnsf  ord     215  185 

Blythe    220  185 

Arming-ton      220  190 

Seigling    Siding     225  195 

Goodm.an       225  195 

Rieeville    225  195 

Albright     230  195 

I^ogging     Creek      230  200 

Virgin    Coulee    235  200 

Monarch      235  200 

TVellwood    Spur     235  205 

Neihart 240  210 


Rate    in    cents    per    ton    of    2,000    lbs. 

From 

To  Bear    Creek   Roundup 

Belt     220  190 

Wavne     225  195 

Swift     230  195 

Gerber      230  200 

Stainsbv    Spur 235  200 

Stockett       235  205 

Sand   Coulee    235  200 

Fields       230  200 

McKenzie    Spur     235  200 

Great    Falls     235 

Black   Eagle    240  205 

Flood      240  205 

TTlm       245  210 

Riverdale    245  215 

Cascade     250  220 

Hardy     255  220 

Mid  Canon   260  225 

Craig       255  230 

Retloh     255  230 

Wolf    Creek 255  235 

Manila      250  235 

Mitchell     250  240 

Johns 245  240 

Silver      245  245 

Gearing     240  245 

Iron      240  250 

Easton     235  255 

Montana    Citv    240  255 

Clancv      240  255 

A  Ihambra     245  255 

Longewav     245  250 

Jefferson       245  250 

Corbin     245  250 

^Vickes       245  250 

Portal     250  245 

Amazon     250  245 

Boulder      250  245 

Hvndman      250  240 

Fuller     250  240 

Basin      250  240 

Bernice      245  240 

Blomberg    Spur     245  235 

Wilder       245  235 

Wood    Spur   5 245  235 

Elk    Park     240  235 

Wood    Spur    8 240  235 

Trask        240  230 

Woodville      240  230 
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Rate    in    cents    per    ton.  of    2,000    lbs. 

From 
To  Bear    Creek    Roundup 

Manchester      240  205 

Vaughn      240  210 

I^argent     245  216 

Ft.     Shaw     250  215 

Simms       250  220 

■Looinis       255  220 

Rieveling      255  225 

Blckel     260  225 

Oilman       260  230 

Gordon       245  215 

Power     250  215 

Cordova     250  220 

Sloan     255  225 

Bole     255  225 

Flume       260  230 

Choteau     265  230 

Claude      265  235 

Paris     265  235 

Bynum       270  240 

Cargill       250  220 

Dutton     255  220 

Collins      260  225 

Bradv     265  230 

Wlthey     265  235 

Conrad     270  240 

Ledger       275  245 

Fowler      275  245 

Naismlth       280  250 

Gibson      240  205 

Rainbow      240  205 

Volta      240  210 

Goodale      240  210 

Portage      245  210 

Floweree       245  215 

Carter      250  220 

Tunis      255  220 

Kershaw       255  225 

Benton     260  225 

Liscum      260  230 

Teton      260  230 

Loma      265  230 

Lippard      265  235 

Sayre      270  235 

Virgelle      270  240 

Cairo       275  245 

Verona       275  245 

Big     Sandy      280  250 

Mackton      Spur      280  250 

Box   Elder    285  255 

Laredo     290  260 

Assinniboine      295  260 

Havre     295  265 

Toledo      300  270 


Rate  in  cents  per  ton  of  2,000  pounds 

From 
To  Bear    Creek    Roundup 

Yantic      305  270 

Chinook     310  275 

North    Fork    310  280 

Zurich    315  280 

Madras       315  285 

Harlem      320  285 

Montauk    320  290 

Savoy     325  295 

Coburg       325  295 

Haro      330  295 

Bodson     330  300 

Wagner     335  305 

Exeter       340  S05 

Malta     340  310 

Strater     345  310 

Bowdoin      345  315 

Ashf  ield     350  320 

Saco    350  320 

Beaverton     350  325 

Hinsdale      350  330 

Kirkwood      350  330 

Vandalia       350  335 

Tampico      350  335 

Paisley       350  340 

Glasgow     350  340 

Glasgow     Stock    Yds 350  340 

Whatley    350  345 

Accord      350  345 

Nashua      350  350 

Wiota       350  350 

Kintyre      350  350 

Prazer    350  350 

Oswego      350  350 

Lohmiller      350  350 

Wolf     Point     350  350 

Macon     350  350 

Dabney      350  350 

Chelsea      350  350 

Poplar      350  350 

Sprole       350  350 

Brockton       350  350 

Calais     350  350 

Drew       350  350 

Blair     350  350 

Culbertson      350  350 

Lanark       350  350 

Bainville       350i  350 

McCabe      355  355 

Froid 360  360 

Homestead    360  360 

Medicine     Lake     365  365 

Reserve      370  370 

Antelope      370  370 
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Rale  in  cents  per  ton  of  2,000  pounds 

From 
To  Bear   Creek  Roundup 

Plentywood      370  370 

Lindley      375  375 

Archer    375  375 

Redstone     380  380 

Navajo     380  380 

Flaxville    380  380 

Boyer      385  385 

Scobev    385  385 

Lakeside    350  350 

Snowden    350  350 

Mondak      350  350 

Pacific    Junction     295  265 

Burnham     300  265 

Fresno      300  270 

Kremlin     305  270 

Xenia      305  275 

Gildford     310  275 

Hingham   310  280 

Ru.lvard    315  280 

Inverness      315  280 

Joplin     310  280 

Bison      310  275 

Chester      305  275 

Tiher    305  270 

Lothair      300  270 

Galata    295  265 

Devon     295  260 

Telstad      290  260 

Dunkirk     290  260 

Farrell      285  255 

Shelby    285  255 

Virden    285  255 

Aloe     290  260 

Kevin     295  265 

Sunburst    300  270 

Sweet  Grass    305  275 

Simla      290  255 

Ethridge    290  260 

Boru      295  260 

Baltic      295  265 

Cut    Bank    295  265 

Garnet    300  270 

Seville      300  270 

Carlow    305  275 

Bombay     310  275 

Blackf  oot      310  280 

Kipp    315  280 

Browning      315  285 

Durham     315  285 

Kilrov     320  290 

Glacier    Park     320  290 

Talbot     325  290 

l.uhen     325  295 

Arklow       325  295 


Rate  in  cents  per  ton  of  2,000  pounds 

From 
To  Bear  Creek   Roundup 

Summit      330  295 

Skvland      330  295 

Fleldins     330  300 

Highg-ate     335  300 

.Tnva    335  305 

Essex      335  305 

Paola      340  310 

Garrv      340  310 

Nvack     345  315 

Rbrkhill     345  315 

Belton       350  320 

Egan     350  320 

Coram       350  320 

Columbia    Falls     350  325 

Dalv's   Spur 350  325 

LaSalle     350  330 

Kalispell    L.    C.     Spr.     350  335 

Kalispell    350  335 

Somers       350  340 

Batavia      350  335 

Kila     350  340 

Athens    350  340 

Ida.   Lbr.    Co.    Spr 350  345 

Marion    350  345 

Hnlf  Moon    350  330 

Whitefish      350  330 

Vista       350  330 

Lupfer    350  335 

Olnev    350  340 

Radnor       350  340 

Stryker      350  345 

Trego      350  350 

Fortine       350  350 

Tobacco     350  350 

Eureka       350  350 

Palmer's    Spur    350  350 

Cato    350  350 

Rexford     350  350 

Hayden      350  350 

Gateway    350  350 

Rondo     350  350 

Stonehill    350  350 

Tweed     350  350 

Ural      350  350 

Volcour      350  350 

Warland    350  350 

Tarnell     350  350 

Jennings    350  350 

Ripley     350  350 

Libby      350  350 

Rankin       350  350 

Kootenai  Falls   350  350 

Troy      350  350 

Takt    350  350 
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Docket  Numbers  403  and  425. 


TO  HEAR  ADDITIONAL  TESTIMOiNY  IN  the  Matter  of 
Distributing-  Rates. 


HEARING,  April  20th  and  21st,  1914. 
DECIDED,  May  25th,  1914. 


REPO'RT  AND!  ORDER  OF  THE  COMMISSION. 


Number  97. 

Reopening   of  this   case   h&vlng  been  granted   upon   application   of   the   car- 
riers, hearing  was  regularly  held  at  Helena,  April  20th,  and  21st. 

REPRESENTED: 

Northern   Pacific  Ry.    Co By  J.    G.    Woodworth, 

"    Charles   Donnelly. 

Great  Northern  Ry.    Co By  W.   P.   Kenney, 

"    I.  Parker  Veazey,  Jr. 
"    John  F.   Finerty. 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  &   St.   Paul  Ry.   Co By  R.    M.    Calkins, 

and 

Gallatin  Valley  Ry.   Co "    O.  W.   Dynes. 

Oregon  Short  Line  R.  R.   Co "    D.  R.  Gray. 

Butte,  Anaconda  &  Pacific  Ry.   Co "    J.    C.    Maring, 

Fifteen   Jobbing   Houses "    O.   W.    Tong. 

American   Society   of   Equity "    F.    A.    Bennett. 

COMMISSIONERS: 

Boyle, 

Morley, 

Hall. 

Alvord,    Counsel. 

Prior  to  the  month  of  October,  19 13  and  for  a  period  cover- 
ing- afbout  iten  innOinths,  complaints  froan  various  sources,  gen- 
erally verbal,  reached  thds  Department,  iprotesting  against  the 
distributing-  rates  then  in  effect.  The  Commission  decided  to 
take  the  matter  up  on  its  initial  miotion,  and  accordingly  hear- 
ing was  had  on  Oiotober  8th,  1913.  Prior  to  idate  of  hearing 
the  Northern  Pacific  and  Great  N^orthern  Railway  Comipanies' 
submitted  to  the  Commission  a  revised  schedule  of  distributing 
rates  with  a  view  of  taking  care  o;f  the  jobbing  'interests  and 
thus  causing  the  proiceeding  to  be  dismissed.  The  revised 
schedules  referred  to,  carried  the  same  basis  of  rate  making 
as  was  then  in  effect  in  the  state  of  Washington,  and  from 
Spokane  to  points  in  the  State  of  Montana.  The  Colmmission 
was  not  iconvinced  that  adequate  relief  would  thereby  be  af- 
forded, and  on  December  29th,  19 13  issued  its  Order  Number 
75  promulgating  schedules  of  distributing  rates  on  ten  classes, 
applying  from  all  distributing  centers. 
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Thereafter,  upon  receipt  of  said  Order  Number  75,  the  car- 
riers petitioned  for  a  reopening-  of  the  'case  for  the  purpose  of 
introducing  further  testimony  which  it  was  not  thought  necessary 
to  su'bmit  at  the  original  hearing;  being  under  the  impression 
that  the  iproffered  schedules  would  be  accepta:ble  to  the  Com- 
misision  and  the  people.  In  just  what  way  this  impression  was 
conveyed  is  not  clear,  biit  there  was,  apparently,  a  misunder- 
standing as  to  the  Commission's  attitude  in  the  matter.  A  date 
was  set,  namely  January  17th,  1914,  to  hear  o-ral  arguments  upon 
the  question  of  reopening  the  case,  and  arguments  were  upon 
t'hait  date  made  by  counsel  for  the  defendants,  supported  by 
reipresentatives  of  certain  jobbing  cities,  praying  that  the  car- 
riers be  given  the  solicited  opportunity  to  lay  before  the  Com- 
mission the  additional  and  ipertinent  testimony  then  in  their 
possession.  Reopening  of  the  case  was  granted  and  Order 
Number  75  stayed,  pending  final  determination  of  the  question 
at  issue.  The  foregoing  briefly  outlines  the  history  O'f  this 
proceeding. 

Sulbsequent  to  suspension  of  Order  Number  75,  the  Northern 
Pacific,  Great  Northern,  and  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul 
Railway  Companies  placed  in  effect,  with  the  approval  of  this 
Board,  the  rates  that  had  voluntarily  been  offered ;  namely,  the 
Washington  scale,  and  these  rates  are  in  effect  today,  with 
some  slight  imodifications  applying  from  Missoula  and  Kalis- 
pell  on  commodities  west-bound,  coming  in  competition  with 
Spokane,  Washington.  Probably  no  case  <that  has  ever  come 
before  this  Board  has  created  the  same  amount  of  interest  and 
comment.  The  carriers  'have  sought  to  s-how  that  the  effect 
of  Order  Xumiber  75  would  amount  to  confiscation  of  their 
property;  that  it  would  disrupt  the  'basis  of  rate  making  in  all 
.western  territory  and  on  interstate  traffic;  that  it  would  not 
serve  the  needs  of  the  Montana  jobbers  nor  afford  relief  to  the 
people  of  this  state.  A  'mass  of  testimony  was  introduced  at 
the  hearing  held  April  20th  and  21st  for  the  furtherance  of 
these  contentions.  However,  that  may  be,  as  stated  in  this  re- 
port, the  investigation  was  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  recti- 
fying irregularities  claimed,  by  those  directly  interested,  to 
exist  in  favor  of  outside  comipetition.  These  same  complain- 
tants,  with  few  exceptions,  have  failed  and  even  refused  to  give 
the  Commission  their  testimony  and  support.  In  fact  this  of- 
fice has  been  the  recipient  of  dozens  of  petitions  and  resolu- 
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tions  from  all  parts  of  the  state,  expressing  the  hoipe  that 
freight  rates  will  not  be  ifurther  reduced  at  this  time,  but  that 
we  accept  w^hat  the  railroads  have  voluntarily  offered.  There 
is  every  indication  that  the  situation  has  been  influenced  to 
the  extent  that  the  public  ^mind  has  lost  sight  of  the  grievances 
which  promipted  this  action;  the  people  have  expressed  their 
satisfaction  with  present  coniditions,  either  iby  so  testifying  be- 
fore this  Board,  by  documentary  evidence,  or  by  refusing  to 
say  anything.  The  Commission  is  merely  the  people's  repre- 
sentative in  matters  of  this  kind,  and  certainly  if  our  constitu- 
ents have  no  cause  for  complaint,  there  is  no  occasion  for 
further  controversy. 

WHEREFORE,  at  a  m^eeting  of  the  Board  on  the  25th  day 
of  May,  1914,  the  above  conclusions  having  been  reached,  the 
Secretary  was  directed  to  notify  all  parties  in  interest  of  this 
action  taken,  and  to  show  upon  the  records  that  Order  Num- 
ber 75,  dated  December  29th,  1913,  was,  for  the  reason  herein 
set  forth,  rescinded  in  its  entirety. 

BOARD  OF  RAILROAD    COMMISSIONERS 
OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA. 

R.  F.  MicLAREN,  Secretary. 
Helena,  Montana,  June  8th,  1914. 

Commissioner  Hall  not  concurring,  and  reserves  the  right  to 
issue  a  dassenting  opinion. 
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BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA 


Dockets  403  and  425. 


"JPON  THE  INITIAL  MOTION  OF  THE  BOARD, 


against 


NORTHERN  PACIFIC  RAILWiAY  COMPANY,  et  al. 

TO  INVESTIGATE  THE  REASONABLENESS  OR  Other- 
wise of  the  Distributing  Rates  From  All  Distributing  Sta- 
tions Within  the  State  of  Montana. 


HEARING,  April  20  and  21,  1914. 
DECIDED,  May  25th,   1914. 


Dissenting  Opinion  of  J.  H.  Hall,  Commissioner. 


'With  the  finding  of  facts  set  forth  in  the  report  of  the  Board 
in  the  rehearing  oif  the  above  case,  lan-d  the  order  reversing  the 
iprevious  finding  oi  fact,  Order  No.  75,  promulgating  schedules 
of  distributing  rates  o^n  ten  classes,  applying  to  all  distrilbuting 
centers  in   Montana,  I  do  not  concur. 

Upon  receipt  of  said^Order  No.  75,  the  carriers  petitioned 
for  a  re-opening  of  the  case  for  the  purpose  of  introducing 
further  testimony.  A  date  was  set,  viz.,  January  17th,  1914,  to 
hear  oral  argiuments  upon  the  re-opening  of  the  case.  The  case 
was  re-opened  and  Order  Xo.  75  stayed,  pending  final  determi- 
nation of  the  matter,  the  carriers  being  allowed  three  months 
in  which  to  prepare  their  evidence ;  and  it  was  apparently  well 
taken  care  of. 

These  same  complainants,  with  few  ex-ceptions,  failed  to  give 
the  Commission  their  testimony  and  support  at  die  rehearing, 
it  being  evident  from  information  received,  and  developments 
since,  that  the  carriers  had  by  certain  concessions  taken  care  of 
the  jobbers  in  a  very  satisfactory  way  to  them  (the  jobbers). 

It  was  tihe  intent  of  imyself,  when  the  order  was  issued  for 
the  rehearing,  that  tJhe  man  who  pays  the  freight,  the  ultimate 
consumer,  would  be  entitled  to  some  consideration,  (but  my  con- 
freres do  not  seem  to  think  they  are  entitled  to  any. 

It  also  seems  to  be  a  matter  of  general  information,  and  is 
\-ery  apparent,  that  there  has  been  an  organized  conspiracy  to 
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create  a  sentiment  for  ithe  purpose  of  influencing  the  action  of 
this  Comimission  on  'the  rates  in  question.  Petitions  from 
Flathead  county,  and  Rosebud,  Meagiher  and  Custer  have  been 
worded  almost  ver'batim,  either  showimg-  a  miaster  hand  at  work 
or  isomie  remarka/ble  cases  of  telepathy.  Ohiaimbers  of  commerce 
and  oither  'business  organizations  'have  passed  these  resolutions, 
in  some  oases  in  execuitive  session,  and  generally  without  any 
invitation  having  (been  extended  to  the  public  to  participate. 
Railroad  Crmployes,  apparently  ^menaced  by  the  railroads  with 
reduced  wages,  longer  'hours,  and  loss  of  emiployment,  have  ad- 
dressed petitions  to^  this  Coimimissiom,  praying  that  the  rates  be 
not  reduced.  Railroad  officials  have  given  interviews  to  the 
press.  Some  of  the  petitioners  were  honest  in  their  requests ; 
a  great  imany  presented  their  petitions  from  manufactured  sen- 
timent; and  iaW  .put  together,  they  represent  about  one  per 
cent  of  the  poipulation  o^f  Montana.  Therefore,  it  seems  for 
this  Commission  to  ipay  mtuch  attention  to  these  petitions  would 
•be  an  unworthy  act,  which  would  tend  to  forfeit  the  confidence 
of  'the  'people. 

In  some  instances,  also,  the  evidence  given  was  remarkable. 
In  answer  to  a  question   (Tr.  p.  201)  : 

"Commissioner  Hall  ;****!  would  like  to 
have  you  go  into  detail  and  tell  us  just  exactly  where 
it  wo'uld  hurt  the  Montana  j'oblber  to  have  a  rate  ten 
per  icent  lower  than  the  Minnesota  j'obber  would  have 
(in  Montana). 

"Mr.  Touig:  Well,  take  the  fourth  class  raite  from 
St.  Paul  into  Helena  and  B'utte.  At  this  time  the  fourth 
class  rate  is  $1.26.  If  'this  relations'hip  in  Montana  is 
changed,  so  that  the  fourth  class  rate  is  iifty  per  cent 
of  the  first  class,  instead  of  sixty  per  cent,  the  carriers 
themselves,  and  the  Interstate  Commerce  Comimission 
woiuld  'have  absolutely  no  excuse  for  refusing  to  grant 
the  same  concession  to  the  eastern  jobbers;  that  is, 
make  the  rates  from  the  east  into  Montana  on  the 
basis  O'f  fifty  per  cent  of  the  first  class.  That  would 
have  the  effect  of  reducing  the  fourth  class  rate  from 
$1.26  to  $1.05." 
(Tr.  p.  202)  : 

"Mr.  Donnelly:  In  your  judgment,  if  these  lower 
distributing  rates   that   are  proposed   by  the   Commis- 
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sion's  order,  would  be  made  effective,  do  you  think 
that  the  carriers  conld  continue  to  maintain  the  exist- 
ing rates  from  Spokane  into  this  territory?" 

"Mr.   Ton-g:     Well,    I   think,   of   course,    that   there 
would  be  a  very  great  ipressuxe  brought  on   the   rail- 
way companies  to  reduce  the  rates  from  Sipokane  and 
even  from  Seattle  into  Montana.     *     *     *" 
The  above  evidence  was  given  by  Mr.  Tong  and,  as  I  un- 
derstood him,  foir  the  purpose  of  showing  the  Commission  that 
the  rates  introduced  by  the  railroads  shoiiild  not  be  disturbed, 
on  account  of  the  fact  that  it  would  necessitate  reductions  in 
other  states,  which  would  imake  a  change  in  the  through  rate 
into  Montana.     But  let  us  look  act  it  from  another  standpoint. 
Isn't  the  Montana  consumer,  the  man  w'ho  pays  the  freight,  en- 
titled to  these  reductions,  if  they  can  be  legitimately  brought 
about  ? 

Mr.  Calkins,  traffic  "manager  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and 
St.  Paul,  also  testified  as  follows   (Tr.  p.   19)  : 

"I  don't  say ,  that  (the  rates  which  are  Ibefor^  this 
Board  today  would  be  oif  any  material  effect  on  the 
•revenue  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Rail- 
way; we  woiuld  probably  continue  to  operate  just  the 
same ;  'but  that  ouily  leads — that  reduction  would  only 
lead  to  further  coimiplications.  A  concrete  example  of 
it  is  set  forth  here  this  morning  when  one  gentleman 
gets  up  and  says  that  this  rate  from  Great  Falls  to 
Cut  Bank  he  wants  reduced ;  the  other  gentleman  says 
it  is  from  Cut  Bank  to  Great  Falls  that  he  wants  re- 
duced. And  so  it  is  t'ha(t  it  goes  on,  not  only  within 
your  own  state  but  in  the  adjoining  states.  These  dis- 
triibuting  rates  could  not  be  reduced  without  bringing 
aJbout  similar  reductions  in  our  adjoining  states,  and 
what  would  be  the  result?  That  the  jobbers  in  this 
state  would  not  be  benefited,  and  the  consumer  would 
not  be  benefited  to  any  material  extent.  The  only  re- 
sult would  be  that  the  railroads  would  have  less 
money  with  which  to  carry  on  this  pioneer  work  that 
we  are  undertaking  to  do." 

From  which  I  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Montana  con- 
sumer should  not  ask  any  reductions  froui  the  present  high 
rates,  for  fear  North   Dakota,  or  some  other   state,   would    do 
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likewise,   and   the   carriers   are   aipparently    alarmed   that    they 
might  Ibe  able  to  produce  the  facts  warranting  it. 

Mr.  Garlington,  traffic  manager  of  the  Alissoula  Meroantile 
Oomipany  of  Missoula  and  Kalispell,  testified  as  follows  (Tr. 
p.  210) : 

"We  find  if  this  redirction  is  put  into  effect  that  it 
woiuld   seriously   disturb    nates    in   other   parts     of   the 
country,  in  Washington,  for  instance;  if  the  Montana 
Comtmission's  proposed  rates  were  put  intO'  effect,  we 
do  not  doubt  but  what  the  Washington  people  would 
take  uip  the  claim  and  ask  for  the  same  rate.     If  the 
rates  froim  SpOkane  were  lowered  on  the  same  basis 
it  would  mean  that  we  (the  jobbers)  would  ibe  just  as 
bad  off  as  we  were  Ibefore.     We  also  feel  that  if  the 
reduction  is  put  into  effect,  it  will  have  the  effect  of 
lowering  the  rates  from  eastern  terminals." 
The  point  I  would  like  to  call  attention  to  in  the  laboive,  and 
other  like  testimomy,  is  that  any  old  rate  is  s'atisfactory  to  some 
of  the  Montana  jobibers,  so  long  as  he  is  protected  in  getting 
his  bit.     But,  again   I   say,  'how   about   the   ultinnate  consumer 
who  pays  the  freight? 

Now,  I  would  like  to^  call  attention  to  the  most  remarkable 
gymnastic  performances  it  'has  even  been  my  pleasure  to  attend. 
On  N'avember  21st,  191 3,  this  Commission  unanimously  gave 
out  its  findings  of  fact  and  order  on  the  distributing  rate  case, 
which  was  as  foillows :     (Read  it;  it's  good). 

"The  proceeding  in  this  case  was  instituted  upon 
the  initial  motion  of  the  Commission,  for  the  purpose 
of  determining  the  reasonableness  of  the  distributing 
rates  now  in  effect  from- Butte,  Helena,  Great  Falls, 
Missoula,  Billings,  and  certain  other  points  within  the 
state  of  Montana  from  which  distributing  rates  are 
now  in  effect.  It  has  been  the  custom  ot  the  carrier 
companies,  and  it  is  the  practice  in  all  the  western 
states,  to  publish  two  separate  and  distinct  scales  of 
class  rates  for  local  state  movement,  and  frequently 
for  interstate  movements.  Ome  scale  is  for  the  pur- 
pose of  providing  rates  on  ten  classes  under  the  West- 
ern Classification  between  any  and  all  points  to  or 
from  which  there  is  a  movement  of  freight  traffic. 
The  second  schedule  is  intended  to  enable  jobbers  at 
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the  more  important  points  within  the  state  to  handle 
carload  lots  in'bound  from  manufacturing-  and  produc- 
ing- points  within  or  without  the  state  and  to  dis- 
tribute in  oarload  or  less  than  carload  lots. 

"In  conformity  with  this  practice,  the  defen'dants, 
Great  Northern,  Northern  Pacific,  and  Chicag'o,  Mil- 
waukee &  St.  Paul  Railway  companies,  have  had  in 
effect,  and  nom  maintain,  schedules  of  distributing 
rates  from  Seattle,  Portland,  Tacoma,  and  other  points 
on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  from  Spokane,  Washington, 
to  points  within  the  states  of  Washington,  Idaho,  and 
Montana.  The  natural  competitor  of  Montana  jobbing 
ipoints,  Butte,  Helena,  Missouk,  Great  Falls  and  Kailis- 
'pell,  is  Sp'oilcane. 

"It  appears  from  the  evidence  in  this  case  that  job- 
bers located  at  Spokane  are  able  to  procure  their  car- 
load consignments  at  San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles,  and 
other  Pacific  coast  points,  and  the  freight  rates  thence 
to  Spokane  are  comparatively  low.  In  addition  to 
tlhese  Caliifornia  points  of  production,  there  are  manu- 
facturing indusitries  at  Seattle,  Portland  an-d  Tacoma, 
from:  which  Spokane  is  able  to  procure  its  carload 
business  for  distributing  purposes.  The  jdbbing  points 
•located  within  the  state  of  Montana,  when  purchasing 
products  either  at  the  north  or  south  Pacific  coast, 
are  obliged  to  pay  freight  rates  greatly  in  excess  of 
the  rates  applicaible  from  the  same  points  of  produc- 
tion to  Spokane.  On  business  originating  along  the 
Missouri  river,  Mississippi  river  and  at  Chicago  co-m- 
mon  points,  the  rates  on  carloads  to  "Montana  terri- 
tory are  slig*htly  less  than  the  ra»tes  from  the  same 
points  of  origin  to<  Spokane.  Froim  the  Atlantic  sea- 
board, 'however,  and  points  west  thereof,  as  far  as  the 
Buffaloi- Pittsburg  line,  Spokane  is  able  to  make  use 
of  the  ocean  routes,  through  Seattle,  profiting  by  the 
low  rates  into  that  point,  plus  the  comparatively  low 
carload  rates  from  Seattle  to  Spokane. 

"It  is  apparent  that  Spokane  is  able  to  draw  its  sup- 
plies from  points  that  are  in  nearly  every  instance  fav- 
ored with  lower  freight  rates  than  can  (be  procured  by 
dealers  'within   Montana.     Owing  to  the  conditions  as 
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herein  set  forth,  it  vs  possible  for  the  jobbers  lat  Spo- 
kane to  invade  territory  that  is  icontiguoius  to  the  Mon- 
tana jo'bbing  centers,  and  sell  products  at  lower  ^prices 
than  can  possibly  be  made  in  this  state. 

"In  the  state  of  Nort'h  Dakota,  the  Great  Northern, 
Noirthern  Paicific  and  Chicago,  Mil'wialukee  &  St.  Paul 
Railway  companies  have  for  miany  years  had  in  effect 
more  reasonable  rates  for  the  transportation  of  freight 
under  the  ten  classes,  and  in  addition  thereto  have 
favored  Fargo,  Bismark,  and  certain  other  points,  with 
distributing  rates  that  average  practically  five  per 
cent  lower  than  the  general  rates  applicable  between 
all  fpoints  within  that  state.  Comparisons  have  been 
made  by  this  Coimm(issicn  with  th^e  rates  within  the 
state  of  North  Dakota,  and  it  appears  that  the  rates 
within  Montana  are  now,  and  have  been  for  many 
years,  greatly  in  excess  of  those  rates.  Th'c  •Com.mis- 
sion  has  made  investigations  with  a  view  of  detenmin- 
ing  the  relative  movioment  of  traffic,  operating  ex- 
penses, etc.,  in  Montana,  as  compared  with  North  Da- 
kota, and  we  are  satisfied  from  these  investigations 
that  the  density  of  traffic  within  this  state,  both  as  to 
general  business  and  as  to  distributing  (business,  is  as 
great,  if  not  greater  than  that  within  other  states 
that  are  favored  with  the  lo'wer  general  and  distribut- 
inig  rates. 

"The  carrier  co.mpanies  were  informed  of  certain  of 
these  data  gathered  prior  to  the  hearing  oif  October 
8th,  and  an  dffort  was  made  by  the  defendants  to  ex- 
plain the  discrepancies  as  'between  the  Montana  and 
North  Dakota  tariffs,  and  to  show  that  in  many  in- 
stamces  rates  on  certain  coim'modities  in  carload  lots, 
locally  within  Montana,  are  lower  (tham  the  rates  on 
similar  products  within  North  Dakota,  but  does  not 
explain  w'hy  the  distributing  rates  within  Montana 
should  be  higher  than  in  other  localities  served  by  the 
defendants.  It  has  been  asserted,  however,  by  the 
Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company  that  the  cost  of 
construction  of  t'he  lines  within  North  Dakota  is  less 
than  the  cost  of  construction  of  simidar  lines  within  the 
state  of  Montana.     It  is  also  asserted,  but  not  proven, 
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that  the  cost  of  oiperation  in  North  Dakota  is  less. 

"From  such  investigations  as  have  been  unade,  this 
Commission  is  satisfied  that  there  is  tout  little,  if  any, 
additional  cost  in  transporting  Montana  ibusiness  as 
against  North  Dakota;  nor  are  v^e  impressed  with  the 
argument  that  the  defendants  are  w^arranted  in  charg- 
ing the  exicessive  arbitraries  over  North  Dakota  on  ac- 
count of  enhanced  costs  of  construction.  It  is  clear, 
however,  that  some  allowance  should  be  made  for  dif- 
ference of  conditions  in  the  two  states,  and  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  Commiission  that  the  distributing  rates 
within  Alontana  should  properly  be  but  slightly  higher 
than  rates  for  similar  transportation  within  North 
Dakota. 

"In  arriving  at  this  conclusion,  the  Commission  is 
taking  into  consiideration  the  location  of  the  Alontana 
distributing  points,  viz.,  that  they  are  located  long  dis- 
tances from  points  of  supply,  as  compared  with  points 
in  North  Dakota  and  Wlashington;  and  the  further 
fact  that  practically  all  the  jdbbing  .business  within 
Montana  originates  at  points  outside  of  the  state,  upon 
which  it  is  necessary  to  pay  rates  for  extremely  long 
hauls. 

"If  the  state  is  to  be  encouraged  in  meeting  the 
comipetition  of  outside  industries,  and  further,  to  en- 
courage extensively  any  manufacturing,  it  is  apparent 
that  relief  must  be  afforded  from  the  high  freight  rates 
that  have  heretofore  been  in  effect;  and  (give  to  the 
consumers  the  benefit  of  the  reductions  which  'we  feel 
they  are  entitled  to. 

"The  defendant,  Northern  Pacific  and  Gre'at  North- 
ern Railway  companies,  in  advance  of  the  hearing  of 
ihis  case,  submitted  to  the  Com^mission  a  proposed 
schedule  of  distributing  rates  to  be  applicaJble  from 
all  points  from  which  rates  are  now  effective.  This 
schedule,  according  to  the  evidence,  is  identical  Avith 
that  in  effect  from  Portland,  Seattle,  and  Spokane,  as 
well  as  other  Washington  and  Oregon  jobbing  points. 
The  rates  from  Portland,  Tacoma  and  Seattle  Avere  es- 
tablished by  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  some 
two  years  ago,  after  an  extensive  hearing  on  the  sub- 
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ject  of  distributing  rates  from  these  points.  Subse- 
quently the  Public  Service  Commission  of  the  state  of 
Washington  established  the  sa'me  scale  of  rates  locally 
in  that  state.  It  is  contended  by  the  defendants  that 
these  rates,  having  been  proimulgated  by  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Comanission  and  the  Public  Service  Com- 
mission of  Wasihington,  and  laipiplicable  from  points  of 
distribution  that  are  apparently  handling  a  miTch 
greater  volume  of  business  than  distributing  points  in 
Montana,  should  Ibe  reasonably  low  and  ajcceptable  to 
our  shipping  interests. 

"Whether  or  not  the  rates  prdmulgated  by  the  Com- 
missions named  are  reasonable  for  the  service  per- 
formed, is  not  within  the  province  of  this  Coinimission 
to  determine,  but  the  history  of  the  rates  from  the 
coast  cities  referred  to  and  fro*m  Spokane,  indicates 
that  these  cities  have  been  surrounded  with  conditions 
that  differ  miaterially  from  the  conditions  within  the 
state  of  Montana. 

"As  has  been  referred  to,  the  Waslhington  and  Ore- 
gon points  have  the  adviantage  of  water  transporta- 
tion, and  in  addition  to  that  transportation  enjoy  rates 
via  all  rail  routes  that  are  comparatively  low  for  the 
service.  It  is  the  o:pinion  of  this  Commission  that  the 
conditions  within  the  state  of  Montana  more  nearly 
resemble  the  conditions  in  the  states  east  thereof,  viz.. 
North  and  South  Dakota. 

"Only  recently  this  Commission  reduced  the  general 
scale  of  rates  on  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy 
Railroad  within  the  state,  and  pending  such  time  as 
comiplaints  are  made  with  reference  to  the  distribut- 
ing rates,  no   order  will  'be   made   against    that    com- 

Order. 

"This  case  being  at  issue  upon  the  initial  motion  of 
the  Commission  and  a  full  investigation  of  the  matters 
and  things  involved  having  been  had,  and  the  Co'mimis- 
sion  having  'on  the  date  hereof  made  its  report  con- 
taining its  findings  of  fact  and  conclusions  thereon, 
which  reiport  is  made  a  part  hereof, 
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"IT  IS  ORDERED  That  Uie  Northern  Pacific 
Railway  Company,  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Com- 
pany, the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul  Railway 
Camipany,  the  Oregon  Shoirt  Line  Railroad  Company, 
and  the  Butte,  Anaconda  amd  Pacific  Railway  Com- 
pany, shall  proim'u'lgate  and  make  effective  twenty  (20) 
days  after  the  recei/pt  of  this  order,  the  schedule  of 
rates  on  ten  classes  which  is  attached  hereto  and 
made  a  part  hereof. 

"The  Secretary  is  directed  to  serve  upon  the  parties 
hereto   a   true   and   certified   copy   of  this    Report   and 
Order,  and  the  rates  herein  ordered  effective  shall  re- 
main in  full  force  and  effect  until  the  further  order  or 
approval  of  this  Commission." 
On  Januar}^  17th,  oral  argument  was  heard  in  regard  to  re- 
opening the  case,  which  was  done,  and  the  case  set  for  rehear- 
ing April   20tih,    1914;   decided   May  25th,    1914.       During    that 
ibrief  time  a  majority  of  the  Board  reversed  themselves,  but  I 
defy  any  one  to  show  in  their  findings  of  fact,  as  handed  down 
in  the  case,  one  particle  of  evidence  to  warrant  their  reversal ; 
and  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  if  it  was  in  the    evidence,    they 
would  ihlave  found  it  and  called  attention  to  it.     There  is  a  right 
and  wrong  here  that  cannot  be  glossed  over;  that    cannot    be 
guessed  at  with  a  lot  of  loose  generalization. 

During  the  rehearing  held  April  20th,  there  were  persistent 
rumors  to  the  effect  that  shippers  were  getting  concessions, 
that  bribery  was  being  charged,  etc.,  amd  thinking  best  that  an 
investigation  should  be  made  to  ascertain  their  truthfulness,  on 
June  the  loth  I  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
turned  down  by  the  majority  of  the  ConKmission : 

"To  the  Honoraible  Board  of  Railroaid  Comoiissioners : 
"Whereas  a  rehearing  of  the  distributing  rate  case, 
Docket  No.  403  and  No.  425,  was  hdd  at  Helena,  Mon- 
tana, April  20th  and  21st;  and, 

WHEREAS  certain  charges  were  made  at  that  time 
that  the  railroads  were  imaking  concessions  to  certain 
shippers  with  a  view  of  changing  their  attitude  in  the 
rehearing;  and, 

WHEREAS  those  concessions  have  (iDcen  placed  on 
file  with  this  Comttnission  in  the  shape  of  reduced  rates 
from  various  points ;  and, 
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WH'EREAS  one  person  taking  a  prominent  part  in 
the  hearing-  stated  to  the  Ohairmian  of  this  Board  that 
he  had  been  accused  of  being  bribed ;  and, 

WHEREAS  there  has  also  been  considerable  talk  in 
reg"ard  to  the  suppression  of  evidence  and  also  the 
threatening  of  witnesses ;  therefore, 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  tihis  Coimmission  ait  once 
taike  the  necessary  steps  to  investigate  these  charges, 
with  the  purpose  of  finding  out  their  truthfulness. 

Respectfully  su'bmitted, 

(Signed)     J.  H.  HALL, 
Com'missiotners." 
Turned  down  by  -majority  of  Commission,  3  P.  M.,  June  lOth, 
1914,  the  idea  being  itlhat  if  sufficient  evidence  could  -be  found 
that  the  parties  should  be  prosecuted. 

Wages, 

The  question  of  wages  also  came  up  at  the  hearing,  and  it  was 
s'hown  Iby  testimony  that  the  wages  paid  conductors,  engineers, 
firelmen  and  brakemen  in  Montana  are  the  same  as  paid  in  Min- 
nesota, the  Dakotas  and  W^ashington ;  this  regardless  of  the  fact 
that  all  classes  of  laibor,  other  than  railroad  employes,  receive 
much  higher  wages  in  Montana  tihan  they  do  in  adjoining- 
states,  it  being  generally  recognized  tihiat  the  high  cost  O'f  living 
here  warrants  the  higher  wage.  Therefore,  is  not  the  Montana 
railway  emipiloye  being-  d'isoriminated  against  to  the  extent  that 
wfhile  he  only  receives  the  same  wage  as  the  Minnesota  em- 
ploye it  costs  him  consideraibly  more  to  live? 

The  Bugaboo  of  Railway  Extension. 

This  has  aJso-  been  brtoiugiht  forth  again  in  all  its  pristine 
glory.  We  know  how  railroads  are  extended.  We  know  that 
t)hey  are  not  extended  except  for  iprospective  business  at  a  prof- 
it. We  know  and  they  know  that  the  courts  will  not  allow  their 
property  to  ibe  confiscated  by  any  commission  putting  in  rates 
on  which  they  cannot  get  a  fair  return  for  the  money  invested. 

It  has  also  been  stated  that  the  railroads  were  unable  to  ob- 
tain m.oney  for  betterments  and  extensions.  In  the  brief  and 
argument  of  Clifford  Thorne,  counsel  for  ^the  Iowa,  Kansas. 
Missouri,  Nebraska,  North  Dakota,  Oiklahcima,  Arkansas,  and 
South  Dakota  railroad  comimissions,  before  the  Interstate  Com- 
merce Commission,  in  Docket  No.  5860,  in  re  investigation  of 
revenue   of  rail  carriers   in   official  classification   territory,   and 
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I.  C.  C.  Docket  No.  338,  now  before  the  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission,  Mr.  Thorne  says : 

"In  spite  of  tihe  cry  from  the  liousetops  that  their 
credit  is  demoralized  and  that  they  are  on  the  verge 
of  ruin,  the  undisputed  evidence  in  this  case  shows 
that  railway  securities  are  more  attractive  to  actual  in- 
vestors than  any  other  class  of  securities  on  the  mar- 
iket  at  the  present  time,  aside  from  government  bonds. 
The  credit  of  our  railway  companies  is  as  good  as  or 
better  than  that  of  any  other  class  of  public  service  or 
industrial  companies  in  the  United  States." 

And  why  should  they  not  (be  at  the  top?  They  are 
practically  insured  of  a  fair  return  on  their  investment, 
and  as  imiuch  more  as  they  can  get.  I  am  also  citing  as 
a  convincing  fact  that  rates  have  nothing  to  do   with 
new  construction.     This  Comlmission,  aibout  two  weeks 
ago,  received  a  splendid  map  showing  a  system  from 
St.   Paul  to  the  coast,  operating  in   Montana.     On   it 
are    designated    what    they   call    "Prospective     Lines," 
and  it  is  very  noticeable  that  the  state  of  North  Da- 
kota  has   at   least   double   as  imuoh    mileage    in    these 
"prospective  lines"  as  Montana  has,  regardless  of  the 
fact  that  at  the  time  the  map  was  drawn  the   distri- 
buting rates  were   forty  per    cent    and    the    distance 
rates  sixty  tper  cent  higher  in  Montana  than  they  were 
in  North  Dakota. 
I  am   unable,  although  the   question   was  asked,  to  find   out 
whether  the  railroads  intend  to  use  this  extra  money  collected 
exclusively  in  Montana  for  the  purpose  of  building  new  lines 
within  the  state ;  and,  if  so,   would  they  issue   stock    for  that 
amount  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  the  state?     If  not,  why 
should  the  public  be  comipelled  to  contribute  millions  towards 
the  construction  of  railroads  in   Alontana  and  then  give  them 
to  some  other  person  to  own,  operate  and  collect  dividends  on  ? 
In  other  words,  there  has  been  no  reasonalble  ( excuse  offered 
to  show  why  the  Montana  people  should  bear  this  burden.  Do 
they  expect  us  to  pay  freight  rates  sufficient  to  meet  all  their 
ex:penses  and   loans,  pay  their  interest  charges  and  taxes   and 
pay  them  reasonably  adequate  dividends,  and  then  build  their 
property  for  them  ? 

We   have  also  been   told   that   we  should   allow    these     high 
rates  in   Montana  to  continue  on  account   of  the   fact  that   we 
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need  more  railroads.  Would  not  that  arg-ument  be  good  next 
year,  and  next  year,  and  so  on,  for  all  time?  There  is  not  a 
farmer  in  the  land  who  could  not  use  twenty-five  per  cent  more 
money  than  he  is  going  to  have  next  year  for  the  building  of 
silos,  better  (barns  and  fences,  houses,  and  the  buying  of  more 
machinery.  The  same  argument  could  be  used  to  support  an 
increase  in  the  charges  on  everything  else  from  express  rates 
to  lawyers'  fees.  There  is  a  limit  somewhere — a  balance.  The 
railways  sure  entitled  to  a  reasonable  return  on  their  property 
and  adequate  compensation  to  maintain  their  credit,  so  that  ad- 
ditional capital  can  be  secured.  This  is  justly  due  them;  noth- 
ing more,  nothing  less.  It  is  a  strange  argument  that  the  gen- 
eral movement  of  traffic  will  b'e  increased  by  charging  more 
to  move  it ;  or  decreased  by  reducing  it. 

The  claiim.  was  also  made  that  on  account  of  the  present  de- 
pression in  business  their  earnings  were  falling  off.  Hard 
times  never  ooimmence  with  the  railroads.  It  is  always  with 
the  producer  and  shipper  who  is  unalble  to  dispose  of  his  prod- 
ucts except  at  a  reduced  or  bargain-counter  price.  Therefore, 
are  our  railroads  entitled  to  any  more  protection  in  hard  times 
than  those  who  furnisih  them  with  their  business?  Is  this  not 
true  of  every  industry  ?  There  are  ups  and  downs  in  all  classes 
of  trade.  Why  should  not  the  railroads  also  take  the  bitter 
with  the  sweet,  the  same  as  their  patrons? 

There  is  another  feature  in  rate  making  which  should  be 
given  due  consideration  and  that  is  the  development  of  the  in- 
dustries of  tihis  state,  which  would  also  mean  a  large  increase 
in  local  railway  traffic.  Low  long  distance  and  hig'h  local  rates 
discriminate  in  favor  of  the  eastern  jobber,  manufacturer,  pro- 
ducer and  consumer,  and  against  the  same  classes  of  persons 
and  industries  in  this  state.  It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  Mon- 
tana is  unusually  rich  in  raw  materials.  Heretofore  the  raw 
materials  have  been  and  are  now  being  hauled  by  the  railroads 
to  eastern  centers  and  converted  into  finished  products,  and  in 
many  instances  returned  to  and  consumed  here.  This  gives  the 
railroads  the  long  ihaul  each  way  and  necessarily  the  highest 
freig^ht  returns  possible.  Jobbing  and  manufacturing  industries 
are  a  necessity  in  order  to  reach  the  highest  possible  develop- 
ment in  a  state,  and  without  more  favoraJble  distributing  rates 
such  condition  cannot  be  brought  about.  The  railroads  are  nat- 
urally well  satisfied  with  present   conditions   which  give  them 
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such  satisfactory  returns.  But  this  condition  unfortunately 
gives  to  the  local  producer  the  lowest  and  to  the  home  con- 
sumer the  hig;hest  possible  prices  for  their  products  and  sup- 
plies. 

We  have  the  necessary  raw  materials  at  hand,  cheap  and  un- 
limited poiwer,  and  every  other  facility  necessary  for  the  devel- 
opment of  large  manufacturing  enterprises,  a^nd  the  only  thing 
lacking  is  ia.voraihle  distributing  rates.  Manufacturing  indus- 
tries imean  employment  -of  laibor,  markets  for  raw  imaterials, 
markets  for  agricultural  products,  the  furnishing  of  necessary 
supplies  to  consuimers  and  the  general  development  of  all  the 
industries  of  the  state. 

I  cannot  but  feel  that  it  woudd  Ibe  a  imore  far-sighted  and 
wiser  policy  on  the  part  of  the  railroads  to  look  less  to  the  long 
distance  traffic  and  give  imiore  consideration  to  the  development 
of  the  territory  along  their  respective  lines,  /which  would  in- 
crease the  local  traffic  and  in  the  end  produce  larger  returns 
than  those  now  received. 

Let  me, again  call  your  attention  to  a  paragraph  in  the  orig- 
inal decision,  AVhich  was  unanimous,  by  the  Commission : 
"Frdm  such  investigations  as  have  been  imade,  this 
Coimissiom  is  satisfied  that  there  is  but  little  if  au}^,  ad- 
ditional cost  in  transporting  Aiontana  business  as 
against  North  Dakota;  nor  are  we  impressed  with  the 
arguiment  that  the  defendants  are  warranted  in  charg- 
ing the  excessive  arbitraries  over  North  Dakota  on  ac- 
count of  enhanced  oosts  of  construction.  It  is  clear, 
however,  that  'SO.me  a/llowance  should  be  made  for  dif- 
ference of  conditions  in  the  two  states,  and  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  Commission  that  the  distributing  rates 
within  A'lontana  should  properly  Ibe  ibut  slightly  higher 
than  rates  for  similar  transportation  within  North 
Dakota." 

Again  they  say : 

"If  the  state  is  to  be  encouraged  in  meeting  the  com- 
petition of  outside  industries,  and  further,  ito  encourage 
extensively  any  manufacturing,  it  is  apparent  that  re- 
lief must  'be  afforded  from  the  high  freight  rates  that 
have  heretofore  been  in  effect ;  and  give  to  the  con- 
sumers the  benefit  of  the  reductions  which  we  fee! 
thev  are  entitled  to."' 
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Is  it  not  Temarkable  that  the  above  should  be  good  doctrine 
N)Ovem(ber  21st,  1913,  and  Ibe  reversed  Miay  25th,  1914? 

Among  the  exhibits  was  Table  No.  2,  (by  Mr.  Tong,  making 

comiparisons  between  rates  now  in  force  in  Montana  and  the 
rates  in  Minnesota,  North  Dakota  and  South  Dakota,  the  lower 
rate  being  the  rate  ordered  in  by  the  Coimlmission  November 
2ist,  1913,  and  ordered  out  Miay  25th,  1914.  Only  the  first  four 
classifications  of  the  table  are  given. 

Distance        12  3  4 

Present     rates      100         50.  43.  35.  30. 

Minnesota      30.6  25.5  20.4  15.3 

South     Dakota     36.9  30.6  24.3  18.4 

North    Dakota     43.  37.  28.  22. 

Commission       45.  38.  30.  23. 

On  a  check  of  the  above   table  you  will  find   the  first  class  rate: 

Minnesota       38.8  %  lower  than  Montana. 

South     Dakota     26.2  %  lower  than  Montana. 

North     Dakota     14.0  %  lower  than  Montana. 

FOURTH    CLASS. 
Under  this  head  the  larder  of  every  household   is  supplied.     Mark  the  dif- 
ference. 

Minnesota       47.6  %  less  than  Montana. 

South     Dakota     40.0  %  less  than  Montana. 

North      Dakota      26.6  %  less  than  Montana. 

Finis. 

Tihe  shippers  and  public  desire  to  see  our  railways  prosper 
md  grow.  No  other  industry  is  so  necessary  to  the  develop- 
ment and  we'll  'being  of  the  entire  state.  The  men  who  had  the 
^'oresight  and  courage  to  build  up  these  great  railway  systenns 
of  ours  should  receive  liberal  treatment,  and  I  think  you  will 
agree  that  most  of  them  have  been  handsoimely  rewarded.  We 
don't  begrudge  them  their  fortunes,  but  when  it  comes  to  the 
further  exaction  of  these  high  rates  as  against  the  development 
of  the  state,  it  looks  to  me  as  though  we  ought  to  demand  that 
t'hey  shall  be  contented  with  the  returns  that  other  people  in 
other  industries  are  icomipelled  to  accept. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  H.  HALL, 

Commissioner. 
Helena,  Montana,  June  13,  1914. 
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GRAIN   RATES. 


I.  C.  C.  Docket  6483. 


This  Commission  upon  its  initial  motion  instituted  a  com- 
plaint before  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  alleg"ing-  as 
imreasonable  the  prevailing  rates  on  grain  from  practically  all 
Montana  points   to   eastern   and  western  markets. 


SUBMITTED,  June  nth.  1914. 
DECIDED,  October  5th,    1914. 


The  Commission's  report,  denying  for  the  greater  part  the 
'eduction  of  rates  pra3"ed  for,  is  given  in  full,  as  follows : 

Daniels,  Commissioner: 

"The  complaint  in  this  case  attacks  as  unreasonable  and  un- 
duh^  discriminatory  the  rates  on  grain,  especially  wheat,  and 
flaxseed  from  stations  in  the  state  of  ^lontana  to  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  ^Minneapolis,  ^Minn.,  and  other  eastern  primary  markets, 
and  also  to  Seattle  and  Tacoma,  Wash.,  and  Portland,  Oregon. 
Practically  all  railroads  operating  in  ]\Iontana  are  made  de- 
fendants, with  the  exception  of  the  Oregon  S'hort  Line,  which 
runs  north  and  south.  \A'hile  it  is  alleged  that  the  rates  com- 
plained  of  are  unjustly  discriminator}',  the  only  charge  urgently 
pressed  is  that  they  are  unjtist  and  unreasonable  per  se. 

The  rates  on  the  commodities  in  question  for  the  most  part 
have  not  been  increased  since  January'  i,  1910.  From  a  con- 
siderable number  of  stations  reductions  have  been  made  twice 
since  that  date.  The  increases  are  confined  to  certain  rates  on 
flaxseed,  which  were  raised  in  August.  1913.  for  the  purpose 
of  making  the  rate  on  flaxseed  uniformly  2  cents  higher  than 
the  wheat  rate.  Except  for  these  increases  the  burden  of  proof 
lies  upon  the  complainant  to  show  that  the  rates  attacked  are 
unjust  and  unreasonable.  In  anticipation  of  what  is  later  devel- 
oped in  this  report  it  may  be  said  at  the  outset  that  the  inabil- 
it}^  of  producers  to  realize  profits  under  depressed  market  con- 
ditions will  not  of  itself  suffice  to  show  that  rates  are  unjust 
or  unreasonable.  Nor  is  the  desirability  of  developing  a  great 
national  wheat-growing  section  in  a  particular  region  sufficient 
to  show  that  rates  w-hich  preclude  suoh  a  development  are  ne- 
cessarily   unjust   and    unreasonable.      The    national     or     public 
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aspect  of  this  matter  is  one  of  general  governimental  policy  and 
not  one  which  the  law  entrusts  to  this  Coimmission  for  determi- 
nation. 

Montana  is  one  of  the  three  ilargest  istates  of  the  Union.  Its 
average  length  froim,  east  to  west  is  about  535  miles  and  its 
average  width  froim  north  to  south  about  275  miles.  Its  area 
is  146,997  square  miles,  or  93,806,080  acres,  of  which  one-third 
is  mountain  and  forest  lands,  one-third  grazing  lands,  and  one- 
tihir'd,  or  ,30,000,000  acres,  arable  lands.  It  is  situated  within 
and  is  a  part  of  one  of  the  great  grain-producing  regions  of  the 
western  hemisphere,  being  [bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Can- 
adian iprovinces  of  Saskatchewan,  Aliberta,  and  British  Colum- 
bia; on  the  east  Iby  North  Dakota  and  South  Dakota,  and  on 
the  south  and  west  by  Wyoming  and  Idaho.  Three  railroads 
connecting  the  Pacific  coast  and  the  Mississippi  Valley  cross 
the  Rocky  Mountains  in  Montana. 

The  complainant  shows  that  Montana  is  rapidly  becoming 
one  of  the  leading  grain-proiduicing  states.  With  less  than  one- 
thirtieth  of  its  arable  land  cultivated  in  wheat,  19,346,000  bush- 
els were  produced  in  1912.  The  gravamen  of  the  coim'plaint  is 
that  the  advantag^es  which  the  Montana  producers  of  grain 
should  fairly  enjoy  are  ilargely  neutralized  Iby  unreasonable 
freight  rates  exacted  iby  the  defendants. 

M'udh  icum'ulative  evidence  was  introduced  Iby  complainant 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  it  is  impossible  under  the 
present  rates,  for  producers  of  wh'cat  ;  in  Montana  to  market 
their  (product  at  a  reasonable  profit,  many  of  the  farmers  testi- 
fying that  recently  they  have  .produced  wlieat  at  a  loss.  The 
record  shows  that  in  spite  oif  the  fertility  of  its  soil  and  a  fav- 
orable climate,  Montana  is  severely  handicapiped  by  its  remote- 
ness froim  the  grain  imarkets.  The  complainant  says  in  its 
brief: 

"There  are  no  grain  ma/rkets  between  the  Pacific 
coast  and  Minneapoilis.  The  Montana  farmer  is  olbliged 
to  take  his  choice  between  the  (two  markets  and  com- 
paratively estimated,  this  involves  transportation  serv- 
ice over  from  600  to  1,100  miles  of  railroad.  The 
charge  for  this  service  is  of  vitail  importance.  It  de- 
termines in  a  large  measure  the  net  price  of  the  com- 
modity, anid  every  penny  of  'xeduction  or  advance  in 
the  rates  of  transportation  either  accrues  to  or  is  taken 
from  the  actual  producer. 
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"To  our  knowledge  there  is  no  other  situation  in 
the  United  States  similar  to  this  one,  every  other  agri- 
cultural district  'being  able,  in  some  ^manner,  to  find 
markets  comparatively  near  by." 

The  price  of  wiheat  at  the  farm  is  ascertained  by  deducting 
the  freight  rate  from  the  price  at  the  terminal  markets.  The 
average  rate  from  the  Montana  stations  to  Minneapolis  is  ap- 
proximately estimated  by  complainant  at  30  cents  per  100 
(pounds,  or  about  18  cents  per  'bushel.  The  price  of  wheat  at 
^Minneapolis  in  1912  averaged  82  cents,  which  indicates  a  price 
paid  to  the  Montana  farmer  of  aibout  64  cents.  Testimony  and 
exhibits  introduced  by  complainant  tend  to  show  that  the  actual 
cos-t  of  producing  a  'bushel  of  wheat  in  Montana  exceeds  64 
cents.  The  relative  disadvantage  of  the  Montana  producers  in 
this  respect  is  evidenced  by  the  following  table,  comipiled  from 
statistics  from  the  year  book  oif  the  Department  of  Agriculture : 

AVERAGE    FARM    VALUE    OF    WHEAT    PER    BUSHEL,    DECEMBER    1,    1912. 


State 
•Montana 

Winter 
wheat 
$0.64 

Spring 

wheat 

$0.64 

.83 

.78 

.69 

State 
Kansas    

"^'inter 
wheat 
$0.74 

Spring 

wheat 

$0.74 

Wisconsin 

83 

Missouri      

90 

lov.  a     , 

78 

New    Mexico     . . 
Utah     

90 

75 

.90 

Nebraska    .... 

69 

.75 

Since  191 1  there  has  been  until  quite  recently  a  notable  de- 
cline in  the  market  price  of  Aviheat.  W'hile  this  has  been  felt 
l)y  lal'l  producers  of  wheat,  its  effect  on  the  Montana  farmers 
has  been  unusually  severe  because  of  the  freight  rates  Svhich 
tlhey  have  been  obliged  to  pay.  Defendants  point  out  that 
prior  to  191 1  the  IMontania  wheat  raisers  did  not  complain  that 
their  freigiht  rates  Avere  unreasonable,  and  contend  that  the  de- 
cline in  the  price  of  wheat  and  not  the  freight  rates  is  the  true 
cause  of  the  difficulties  experienced  by  the  producers  repre- 
sented by  the  coimplainant.  The  recent  decline  in  the  price  of 
wheat  is  shown  by  the  following  table,  taken  from  the  reports 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  which  shows  the  price  of 
wheat  in  Montana  on  Decemlber  i  of  each  year  for  the  past  10 
years : 

Year  Price    per    bushel  Year  Price  per  bushel 

1904  $0.89  1909  $0.87 

1905  .71  1910  .86 

1906  .64  1911  .77 

1907  .81  1912  .64 

1908  .86  1913  .66 

A  number  of  Montana  farmers  appeared  at  the  hearing  and 
testified  that  the  prices  which  they  received  for  wheat  in   1912 
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and  191 3  were  less  than  tihe  actual  cost  oif  production.  Each 
witness  supported  his  testimiony  with  itemized  statements  of 
costs.  Complainant  lays  mUch  stress  on  the  importance  of  this 
testimony.  'It  calls  the  Commission's  attention  to  Montana's 
unfavorable  location,  and  contends  that  unless  just  and  reason- 
able freight  rates  are  established,  the  producers  of  grain  in  that 
state  will  find  it  i'mipossible  to  continue  the  production  of 
wheat. 

It  should  ibe  observed,  however,  that  the  reasonalbleness  or 
unreasonalbleness  oif  freight  rates  can  not  be  gauged  solely  by 
the  ability  or  inability  of  shippers  under  depiresised  prices  to 
market  their  products  at  the  existing  rates  with  a  reasonable 
margin  of  profit.  Such  a  'doctrine  would  lead  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  differential  iburdens  of  production  arising  from  natural 
disadvantages,  distance  from  (market,  and  other  economic  dif- 
ficulties of  all  comim'unities  and  industries  should  be  neutralized 
and  absorbed  by  the  carriers  which  serve  them.  In  Baltimore 
Chamber  of  Commerce  v.  B.  &  O.  R.  R.  Co.,  22  I.C.  C,  596, 
603,  the  Comimission  said : 

"It  is  not  within  the  power  oi  this  Commission  to 
equalize  econoimic  conditions,  or  to  'place  one  market 
in  a  position  to  coanpete  on  equal  ter!ms  with  another 
market  as  against  natural  advantages.  Nor  have  we 
the  power  to  require  railroads,  in  the  face  of  varying 
trade  conditions,  to  adjust  their  rate  schedules  in  such 
imanner  as  to  insure  tO'  a  market  the  continuance  of  a 
trade  it  has  once  enjoyed.  The  requirements  of  the 
law  are  that  transportation  rates  must  be  reasonable, 
and  'must  not  be  unjustly  discriminatory  or  give  undue 
preference, 
and  in  Railroad  Comlmissioners  of  Klansas  v.  A.,  T.  &  S.  F.  Ry. 
Co.,  22  I.  C.  C,  407,  410,  we  said : 

"This  Commission  iias  often  said  that  it  cannot  re- 
quire of  carriers  the  estalblishment  of  rates  w^hich  will 
guarantee  to  a  shipper  the  profitable  conduct  of  his 
.business.  The  -railway  'may  not  impose  an  unreason- 
able transiportation  charge  merely  because  the  ibusiness 
of  the  shipper  is  so  profitable  that  he  can  ipay  it ;  nor, 
conversely,  can  the  sihipper  demand  that  an  unreason- 
ably low  charge  s'hall  be  accorded  him  simply  because 
the  profits  of  his  business  have  shrunk  to-  a  point 
where  they  are  no  longer  sufficient. 
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"The  effect  of  a  rate  upon  comtmercial  conditions, 
whether  an  industry  can  exist  under  particular  rates  or 
a  particular  adjustment  of  rates,  are  matters  of  conse- 
quence, and  facts  tending-  to  show  these  circumstances 
and  conditions  are  always  pertinent.  But  they  are 
orily  a  single  factor  in  determining  the  fundamental 
question.  A  narrowing  market,  increased  cost  of  pro- 
duction, over  production,  and  'many  other  considera- 
tions imiay  render  an  industry  uufprofitable,  without 
showing  the   freig^ht   rate   tO'  'be   unreasonable." 

A  history  of  the  -Wheat  rates,  in  cents  per  lOO  pounds,  fro^m 
the  Montana  points  of  origin  to  Minneapolis  and  Seattle  shows 
that  there  have  been  material  redirctions  in  the  rates  in  recent 
years.  The  reductions  shown  in  the  following  table,  filed  as 
an  exhilbit  by  defendants,  are  illustrative : 


To   Minneapolis    from 

rate 

year 

To  Seattle  from 

Rate 

Tear 

Miles    City,    Mont 

...31 
2fi 

1907 

1909 

Miles    City    

45 

1909 

43 

1911 

23.5 

1913 

37 

1913 

Korsyth      

. .  .  31 

1907 
1909 

Forsyth      

45 

1909 

29 

40 

1911 

25 

1913 

34.5 

1913 

Billings      

...40 

1895 

Billings    

40 

1909 

35 

1902 

35 

1911 

32 

1905 

30 

1913 

28 

1913 

Big    Timber    

40 

1895 

"Rio-    Timhpr 

.      45 

1899 
1891 

35 
28.5 

1911 

X  J  ±  1— h              J.    I.  J.  A  1  t,J  fc_J     ■     ■     ■     ■«•*     *     •>     ••> 

40 

1913 

35 

1898 

Bozeman    

40 

1895 

33 

1907 

35 

1898 

30 

1913 

32 

1911 

Bozenjan     

...45 

1889 

28 

1913 

40 

1891 

Helena    

40 

1895 

35 

1898 

35 

1898 

30 

1913 

32 

1911 

Helena    

...  45 

1907 

28 

1913 

37 
32 

1909 
1913 

Missoula    

35 

1898 

32 

1911 

Missoula    

...45 

1907 

26 

1913 

40 

1909 

Plains     

31 

1912 

35 

1913 

23.5 

1913 

Plains     

...50 
40 
46 
36.5 

1907 
1911 
1912 
1913 

NOTE — No   special   rate.s   published   from   points   above   prior   to   first   effec- 
tive dates  shown. 

The  comiplainant  admits  that  the  reductioms  made  in  1913 
were  g-eneral  and  "g'ave  some  relief  from  a  situation  that  had 
become  acute,"  but  it  is  claimed  that  the  relief  has  'been  insuf- 
ficient. 

Co'mparisons  of  the  rates  here  attacked  with  others  in  neigh- 
boring states  west  of  the  Mississippi  show  that  the  Montana 
rates,  gauged  by  length  of  haul,  are  not  relatively  high.  While 
detailed  comparisons  of  ton-mile  revenues  are  not  to  be  found 
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in  coitniplainant's  exhibits  or  testimony,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Caniadian  rates,  the  defendan,ts  'contend  iwitih  much  emphasis 
that  in  no  other  region  can  lower  rates,  or  even  as  low  rates, 
be  found.  They  'have  prepared  the  following  taible,  the  ac- 
curacy of  -which  is  not  questioned  (by  'comiplainant,  comparing 
the  Montana-MinneapoHs  irates  with  those  established  by  the 
Coimimissio'n  for  similar  distan'ces  in  Farmers,  Merchants  & 
Shippers  Club  of  Kans.  v.  A.,  T.  &  S.  F.  Ry.  Co.,  12  I.  C.  C, 
351,  approfved  in  Wichita  Board  of  Trade  v.  A.,  T.  &  S.  F.  Ry. 
Co.,  25  I.  C.  C,  625. 

N.  P.  Ry. 

Miles  rate        Domestic     Export 

To  Minneapolis  from— 

Yates,  Mont. 621  21  34  24 

Fallon 687  22     .  34.5  24.5 

Tusler   727  23.5  35  25 

Forsyth    781  25  35.5  25.5 

Custer  S29  26.5  36  26 

Billins-s     882  28  36.5  26.5 

Merrill       931  29  37  27 

Springdale 979  30  37.5  27.5 

Belgrade    1.032  30  38  28 

Townsend      1,088  31  38.5  28.5 

Helena       1,121  32  39  29 

Garrison 1,172  33  39.5  29.5 

Clinton       1,223  35  40  30 

Arlee       1,268  35  40.5  30.5 

Plains       1,317  36.5  41  31 

Trout   Creek    1,364  41  41.5  31.5 

To  Seattle  from — 

Heron,     Mont 506  22  33  23 

Plains     578  23.5  33.5  23.5 

Arlee      628  26  34  24 

Winston     795  28  35.5  25.5 

Lombard       S28  28  36  26 

Bozeman       873  28.5  36.5  26.5 

Big    Timber    932  28.5  37  27 

Rapids       981  30  37.5  27.5 

Billings       1,013  30  38  28 

Custer    1,066  33  38.5  28.5 

Rosebud 1,127  35  39  29 

Tusler 1,169  38  39.5  29.5 

Fallon     , 1,209  43  40  30 

Yates      1,274  45  40.5  30.5 

The  defendants  show  that  the  Montana  nates  are  so  adjust- 
ed with  those  in  neighlboring  states,  especially  North  Dia'kota, 
t'hat  a  reduction  in  the  former  such  as  lasked  for  by  complaintn 
wo'uild  disturb  the  latter.  The  complainant  asks,  for  example, 
that  tihe  rate  from  Yates,  a  point  on  the  Northern  Pacific  in 
the  extreme  eastern  part  o-f  Montana,  be  reduced  from  21  cents 
to  193^  cents.  The  rate  fro'm  Beach,  N.  Dak.,  a  'Station  east  of 
Yates,  is  at  present  21  cents.     The  rates  on  the  Northern  Pa- 
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ci'fic  in  North  Dakota  as  far  as  Medora  are  as  high  as  20I/2C,  so 
that  the  Comlmission  could  not  set  the  desired  rate  from  Yates 
without  maiking  it  necessary  to  adjust  Uhe  Dakota  rates  ac- 
cordingly. 

A  compariison  of  ton-mile  revenues  also  supports  defendants' 
contention  that  the  Montana  rates  are  not  unreasonably  high. 
The  coimplainiant  maintains  that  &uch  comparisons  are  of  little 
value  in  view  of  the  fact  that  other  producing  centers  are  so 
much  nearer  the  primary  imarkets.  The  reasonableness  of  the 
rateis  here  attacked  can  not  be  determined  solely  by  consider- 
ing the  geographical  and  economic  disadvantages  under  which 
tihe  Montana  producers  are  laboring;  nor  can  those  disadvant- 
ages fairly  be  said  to  lessen  materially  the  probative  force  of 
comparisons  whose  value  the  Commission  has  repeatedly  rec- 
ognized in  determining  the  reasonableness  of  rates.  In  In- 
vestigation of  Advances  in  Rates  on  Grain,  21  I.  C.  C.  22,  33, 
the  Coimimiission  said : 

"B'ut  in  the  view  of  the  Commission,  on  no  traffic, 
except  it  be  luimber,  are  per-ton-per-mile  earnings 
more  helpful  than  on  grain.  The  present  average  rate 
per  ton  per  mile  on  wheat  in  South  Dakota  is  8.38 
mills." 

As  shown  (by  one  of  coimplainant's  ex(hibits,  the  average  dis- 
tance on  the  Great  Northern  fro^m  26  stations  to  St.  Paul  is 
1,041  -miles,  the  average  rate  30^^  cents  per  100  pounds,  per 
tonnmile  5.866  miills ;  to  Seattle,  average  distance  875  miles, 
average  rate  28.9  cents,  per  ton-mile  6.608  mills.  On  the  North- 
ern Pacific  the  average  distance  fro'm  26  stations  to  St.  Paul  is 
1,0543^  miles,  average  rate  30.89  cents,  per  ton-mile  6.836  mills; 
to  Seattle,  average  distance  870%  'miles,  average  rate  29.78 
cents,  per  ton-imile  6.836  imills.  On  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  & 
St.  Paul  Railway  the  average  distance  from  26  stations  to  St. 
Paul  is  960  miles,  average  rate  29.66  cents,  per  ton-mile  6.179 
mills ;  to  Seattle,  average  distance  827.8  miles,  average  rate 
30.79  cents,  per  ton-imile  7.44  mills. 

It  wiili  be  observed  that  in  Farmers  Club  v.  A.,  T.  &  S.  F. 
Ry.  Co.,  supra,  the  Commission  established  a  rate  of  35  cents 
per  looipounds  on  wheat  from  Wichita,  Kans.,  to  grouip-4 
points,  which  are  in  the  extreme  southern  part  of  Texas.  As 
an  extreme  illustration,  the  revenue  per  ton-mile,  Wichita  to 
Galveston,  724  miles,  would  be  9.7  mills.    To  a  point  in  the  cen- 
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ter  of  the  group  the  revenue  per  ton-mile,  of  course,  would  be 
higher. 

In  T€!rritory  of  Oklahoma  v.  C,  R.  I.  &  P.  Ry.  Co.,  12  I.  C. 
C,  368,  a  group  rate  of  24I/2C  per  100  pounds  ifrom'  Oklahoma 
City  and  certain  other  points  to  Galveston,  Tex.,  for  export, 
was   established.     This  yields   nearly  9  mills  per  ton-mi'le. 

In  Investigation  of  Advance  in  Rates  on  Grain,  supra,  the 
Commission  allowed  tariffs  to  take  effect  which  established 
rates  from  points  in  South  Dako'ta  to  Minneapolis,  Chicago, 
and  other  points  which  yielded  from  11.7  mills  for  a  179-mile 
haul  to  "J Jo  mills  for  a  haul  of  408  miles.  A  comparison  of  some 
of  these  rates  with  the  Montana-Minneapolis  rates  is  shown  in 
the  following  ta/ble : 

To     Minneapolis     from — Miles  Rate  To     Chicago     from —        Miles        Rate 

Mondak,      Mont 610  20  Tripp,    S.    D 610  21% 

Poplar,     Mont 672  21  Platte,     S.     D 667  25 

Nashua,    Mont 728  23  Presho,    S.    D 720  29 

Saco,    Mont 781  25  Belvidere,      S.      D 788  30 

Dodson,     Mont 826  26  Interior,      S.     D 827  30% 

Great  Falls,  Mont 1,021  30  Rapid     City,     S.     D 900  40 

It  must  be  rememibered  that  the  rates  in  question  are  not 
exiport  (rates,  and  relevant  comparisonis  are  necessarily  between 
doimestic  rates  for  similar  distances  in  the  same  general  region. 

The  complainant  (has  alleged  that  when  the  Milwaukee  'built 
mto  this  region  and  secured  in  general  the  shortest  line  be- 
tween Montana  points  and  the  terminal  markets  east  and  west, 
\'he  newcomer  was  under  obligation  to  make  lower  rates  in  pro- 
portion to  its  shorter  haul ;  that,  instead  of  establishing  low 
rates  via  its  short  line  and  thus  giving  the  people  of  Montana 
*3he  advantage  of  the  added  competition  for  traffic,  the  Mil- 
waukee simiply  met  the  rates  already  in  effect  via  the  older 
Unes.  It  is  contended  that  the  irates  should  be  based  on  the 
sihort-line  mileage  via  the  Milwaukee,  and  that  the  Great  North- 
ern and  the  Northern  Pacific  s^hould  be  comipelled  to  meet  those 
rates.  The  Milwaukee,  however,  began  to  carry  througth  traf- 
fic from  this  territory  in  August,  1909,  across  a  region  in  part 
less  settled  than  that  traversed  by  the  other  two  roads.  More- 
over, in  two  of  the  richest  wheat-producing  sections  of  the 
state,  the  Judith  Ibasin  territory  and  the  Gallatin  Valley,  there 
is  either  direct  or  cross-'country  cdmpetition  between  the  Mil- 
waukee and  the  older  lines.  This  resulted  in  equalizing  the 
rates  via  these  lines.  The  point  made  by  coimplainant  is  that 
the  rates  thus  fixed  were  the  higher  rates  via  the  longer  lines. 
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It  can  not  be  said,  however,  that  the  rate  estaiblished  by  a 
short  line  is  necessarily  excessive  simiply  (because  it  is  no  lower 
than  a  rate  previously  in  effect  via  a  longer  line,  for  it  is  pos- 
sible that  the  rate  via  the  longer  line  was  sufficiently  low  to 
warrant  its  adoption  as  a  reasonable  rate  iby  the  shorter  line, 

and  the  traffic  demsity  of  the  new  line  must  also  be  taken  into 
consideration. 

The  ton-mile  test  does  not  show  that  the  rates  applicable  to 
t'he  transportation  oif  wheat  from  Montana  points  to  Minneap- 
oJis  via  the  Milwaukee  are  unjust  and  unreasonable.  An  exhibit 
filed  by  comiplainant  shows  the  average  distainces  to  St.  Paul 
ind  Seattle  from  26  representative  points  on  each  of  the  three 
main  trunk  lines,  with  the  average  revenues  and  average  earn- 
ings per  ton^mile,  as  folloiws : 

Average  ton 
Average  distance        Average  revenue  mile  revenue 

to  St.  Paul  to  St.  Paul  to  St.  Paul 

Miles                              Cents  Mills 

Great     Northern      1,041                                30.50  5.866 

Northern    Pacific     l,054i^                            30.89  5,858 

Milwaukee       960                                29.66  6.179 

The  Milwaukee's  ton-mile  revenue  of  6.179  mills  can  not  be 
held  unreasonably  high,  either  absolutely  or  as  compared  with 
the  ton-imile  revenue  of  other  lines  in  the  same  state  or  other 
states. 

In  further  justification  of  the  disparity  of  approximately 
three-tenths  of  a  mill  in  the  ton-mile  revenue  of  the  Milwaukee, 
it  imay  be  said  that  inasmuch  as  the  Milwaukee  is  a  compara- 
tively new  line  it  has  a  traffic  of  comparatively  light  density. 
In  the  eastern  part  of  the  state  it  was  built  through  a  region 
more  sparsely  settled  than  that  served  by  the  other  lines,  and 
a  comiparison  of  its  tonnage  and  revenues  with  those  of  its 
comipetitors  tends  to  confirm  the  contention  that  it  has  encount- 
ered the  difficulties  usuaWy  incident  to  the  building  up  a  re- 
munerative traffic  through  undeveloped  territory.  The  follow- 
ing from  one  oi  complainant's  exhibits  is  instructive : 

Year    ending    .June    30,    1913  G.    N.  N.  P.  Milw. 

Net   operating    revenue    per   mile    (Montana) ...  .$4,083  $5,475  $2,369 

Moreover,  various  rate  reductions  have  t>een  brought  to  pass 
upon  the  Milwauikee  since.  For  example,  the  rate  from  Judith 
basin  to  St.  Paul  via  the  Milwaukee  was  reduced  from  35  cents 
to  32  cents  in  191 1,  and  again  to  30  cents  in  1913. 

We  are  unable  to  find  that  it  is  incumbent  upon  the  ^lil- 
waukee,  Avith  its  traffic  less  dense  than  its  comipetitors',  to  set 
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rates  mile  for  mile  as  lo>w  as  the  average    of  the    other    two 
roads. 

The  foompdainaiit  in  this  case  'has  presented  exhibits  wherein 
are  coimpared  the  earnings  per  oar  on  tlhis  Montana  wheat  traf- 
fic with  the  earnings  per  car  on  the  Dakota  wheat  traffic.  On 
the  Northern  Pacific,  for  instance,  for  an  average  'haul  of  1,054 
miles  to  St.  Paul  the  estimated  earnings  per  car  are  $185.34, 
whereas  for  an  average  haul  of  388  miles  in  North  Diakota  the 
average  learnings  per  car  are  given  as  $83.82.  Mile  for  mile, 
these  estimiated  earnings  per  car  per  mile  would  seem  to  show 
•earnings  of  176-10  cents  in  Montana  as  against  216-10  cents 
in  North  Dakota.  The  estimate  of  $185.34,  the  average  car 
earnings  on  the  Great  Northern,  includes  certain  points  west 
of  the  <mountiain  ranges ;  and  the  contention  that  car-mile  earn- 
ings, like  ton-imile  earnings,  should  s^how^  a  decrease  the  greater 
the  distance  traversed  seems  to  be  met  by  the  comparative 
rates. 

The  co'mplainant,  as  well  as  the  intervener,  cites  the  Can- 
adian raites  eastward  and  compares  them  with  the  east-bound 
rates  on  these  roads  in  Dakota.  It  is  true  that  the  rates  on 
the  Canadian  roads  are  notably  lower.  We  think  it,  however, 
doulbtful  whether  the  tower  rates  eastward  on  the  Canadian 
roads  can  fairly  ^be  cited  to  iimpeach  the  reasonableness  of  the 
^Momtana  rates.  First,  it  must  be  remeimbered  that  these  Can- 
adian rates  are  set  by  the  carriers  in  consequence  of  arrange- 
ments with  the  government  of  Manitoba,  involving  bond  inter- 
est guarantees  and  tax  exemptions.  It  has  there  been  deemed 
wise  governmental  poilicy  to  impose  on  the  Canadian  carriers 
low  rates  eastward  in  order  to  develop  an  export  trade  from 
Fort  William.  It  must  also  Ibe  reimembered  that  Canadian 
grain  can  not  enter  the  Aimerican  mairket  for  consumption  save 
under  the  disability  of  a  lo-cent  duty  per  bushel.  And  lastly, 
it  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  grain  rates  on  these  Canadian 
roads  westward  are  notably  higher  than  the  rates  on  westbound 
Montana  wheat.  In  view  of  these  considerations,  the  Canadian 
rates  can  not  be  used  as  a  fair  imeasure  of  the  reasonableness 
of  the  rates  in  Montana.  For  the  past  four  years  no  wheat  has 
moved  into  Minneapolis  on  the  Canadain  roads,  although  there 
has  Ibeen  a  movement  of  such  wheat  into  Dulutli,  the  wheat 
being  in  hond  and  subject  to  duty. 

Another    co-nsideration    pressed    upon    our   attention    by    the 
coimpilainant  is  based  on  Ackworth's  for,mula  that  "the  heavier 
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the  traffic,  the  lower  (profits  remaining  equal)  mtrst  be  the 
rate."  This,  as  an  abstract  principle  in  transportation  com- 
panies economdcs  may  ibe  sound.  If  on  a  v^^ell  established  line 
the  entire  traffic  should  be  doubled,  the  cost  would  by  no 
mieans  be  doiubled ;  and  rates  remaining-  the  same,  and  no  con- 
siderable enilargeiment  of  plans  being  necessary,  profits  would 
be  handisoimely  augmented.  But  it  iby  no  means  follows  that 
because  the  tonnage  oi  a  particular  comimodity  like  wheat  is 
doiilbled  or  even  trebled,  that  a  corresponding  increase  in  profits 
aiocrues  upon  the  handling  of  that  (particular  article.  Moreover, 
th'e  conditions  implied  in  the  formula  aire  evidently  not  found 
in  the  existing  case  inasmudh  as  it  is  in  evidence  that  the  total 
oiperating  irervenue  of  the  Northern  Pacific  lin  the  nine  months 
ending  March  31,  19 14,  as  comipared  with  the  same  period  for 
the  previous  year  shoiws  a  decrease  of  over  $2,500,000,  a  decline 
in  net  operating  revenue  of  over  $1,800,000,  and  an  increase  in 
operating  ratio  from  59.3  per  cent  to  60.8  per  cent. 

We  are  of  opinion,  and  find,  that  complainant  has  failed  to 
prove  the  rates  applicable  to  the  transportation  of  wheat  from 
points  in  Montana  located  on  the  Milwaukee  unreasonable. 

For  the  purpose  of  comparing  operating  revenues  and  operat- 
ing expenses  in  Montana,  extensive  exhibits  were  compiled  by 
an  expert  in  complainant's  employ  from  statistics  obtained 
from  the  railroad  commissions  of  several  states.  These  figures 
show,  for  the  various  states  used  in  the  co^mparisons,  the  num- 
(ber  of  tons  of  freight  carried  in  each  state,  the  average  distance 
haul  of  one  ton,  average  receipts  per  ton-mile,  freight  revenue 
per  mile  of  road,  operating  revenues,  operating  expenses,  net 
operating  revenue,  etc.  These  statistics,  the  accuracy  of  which 
is  not  questioned  by  defendants,  show,  a'mong  other  things,  that 
the  carriers'  net  operating  revenue  per  mile  of  road  in  Montana 
is  greater  than  in  the  neighiboring  states.  It  is  argued  from 
this  fact,  and  others  deduced  from  the  statistics  showing  some- 
what more  favoralble  operating  conditions  in  Montana,  that  the 
carriers  can  well  afford  to  reduce  the  iwheat  rates  and  that  in 
justice  to  Montana  they  should  be  reduced. 

These  statistics,  however,  are  inconclusive  for  the  purpose 
of  this  case.  The  figures  include  both  state  and  interstate  busi- 
ness, each  state  being  credited  with  its  proportion  oif  the  haul 
on  interstate  traffic.  Divisions  made  on  such  an  arbitrary  (basis 
may  have  the  effect  of  assigning  to  a  particular  state   an  im- 
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portamce  which  is  not  warranted  by  the  facts.  Defendants 
show  that  the  imiproipriety  of  accepting  figures  thus  arbitrarily 
'compiled  as  an  index  of  transportation  conditio^ns  in  a  partic- 
ular poilitical  division  was  recognized  by  the  Railroad  Conimis- 
sion  of  Canada  in  coimplaint  of  Vancouveir  Board  oi  Trade,  de- 
<:ide(d  April  6,  1914,  wihere  it  is  said : 

"A  moTe  striking  instance  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  application  of  the  prorating  principle  works  out  is 
s'hown  by  the  Lake  Superior  Diivision,  iw'hich  is  in 
Eastern  Canada.  This  division,  running  as  it  does  in 
great  part  through  a  wild  and  'practically  unsettled 
country,  accomipanied  'with  great  operating  difficulties, 
and  with,  oi  course,  the  lowest  production  of  local 
tonnage  per  imile  of  line  of  any  ipart  of  the  C.  P.  R., 
nevertheless  is  shown  to  make  good  returns.  It  has 
been  called  by  all  counsel  engaged  in  this  inquiry  a 
bridge  over  which  comimerce  is  compelled  to  move, 
the  simile  of  a  bridge,  of  course,  being  employed  by 
reason  of  the  fact  that  practically  no  more  local  traf- 
fic is  obtained  than  wo'uld  be  found  in  rumning  over  a 
bridge,  wihicih,  of  course,  is  nothing." 

Even  admitting  that  the  figures  mirror  truthfully  the  trans- 
portation conditions  dn  the  states  to  which  they  apply,  they  are 
not  co'nclusive  in  determining  the  reasonableness  or  unreason- 
ableness of  interstate  rates.  If  the  net  operating  revenue  per 
mile  of  >road  of  all  the  carriers  in  Montana  were  notably  greater 
than  the  revenues  of  the  same  or  other  carriers  in  neighboring 
states,  it  would  not  necessarily  follow  that  the  rates  applicable 
to  the  transportation  of  goods  frolm  that  state  to  other  states 
are  unreasonable.  While  the  toipography  and  productivity  of  a 
region  are  factors  to  be  considered  in  determining  the  freight 
rates  in  that  region,  the  lawfulness  of  interstate  rates  can  not 
be  wholly  guaged  by  the  transportation  returns  arbitrarily  im- 
puted to  the  state  in  which  the  traffic  originates.  The  statis- 
tics referred  to  are  alleged  to  show  that  the  tonnage  hauled  by 
the  carriers  in  Montana  is  greater  than  that  hauled  in  neigh- 
boring states ;  that  the  gross  and  net  operating  revenues  of  the 
carriers  serving  that  coimlmon wealth  co^mpare  favorably  with 
the  revenues  of  the  same  carriers  dn  adjoining  states ;  and  that, 
in  general,  operating  conditions  in  Montana  are  not  unfavor- 
alble.    The  fact  that  this  allocation  of  revenue  of  various  states 
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imakes  mo  allowance  /for  terminal  expenses  incurred,  but  simply 
prorates  the  total  revenue  in  iproportion  to  the  miles  traversed 
in  each  state,  seems  effectively  to  imipair  the  probative  value  of 
sucih  statistics;  at  least,  it  renders  it  impossible  to  argue  from 
them  with  certainty  what  the  irelative  proifitableness  of  traffic 
in  each  iparticular  state  is. 

Complainant  attacked  specifically  the  present  differential  of 
2  cents  which  defendants  add  to  the  wheat  rate  to  fix  the  rate 
on  flaxseed  from  Montana  points.  The  Commission  has  fre- 
quently held  that  flaxseed  s'hould  properly  take  a  hig-her  rate 
t'han  wheat.  It  is  more  valuable  than  wheat,  the  price  of  flax- 
seed in  Montana  in  1913  being  $1.15  iper  bushel  as  compared 
with  66  cents  per  bushel  for  wheat,  and  is  peculiarly  liable  to 
loss  in  transiportation,  owing  to  the  idifficulty  of  making  cars 
sufficiently  tight  to  prevent  it  from  escaping.  Experienced 
witnesses  testified  that  a  car  must  be  almost  water-tight  to 
carry  flaxseed  without  loss.  In  view  of  these  facts  and  the 
Comimisision's  allowance  of  suc'h  differentials  in  other  cases 
the  existing  differential  of  2  'cents  can  not  be  deemed  excessive. 

The  testimony  is  clear  that  the  rates  froim  Billings  to  the 
Twin  Cities  and  other  points  in  Minnesota,  Wisconsin,  and 
other  states  are  less  than  the  rates  concurrently  applicable  on 
like  traffic  from  intermediate  points  on  the  Great  Northern 
Railway.  Defendants  claim  that  these  violations  of  the  fo'urth 
section  are  protected  by  their  P"ourth  Section  Appdication  No. 
827.  At  the  time  this  a^pplication  was  filed  the  rate  on  wiheat 
from  Billings  to  the  twin  cities  was  observed  as  a  maximum  at 
intermediate  points  on  the  Great  Northern  Railway ;  hence 
tlhis  application  can  not  be  construed  as  protecting  any  fourth- 
section  violations  now  existing  as  to  the  rate  on  wheat  from 
Billings  and  intermediate  points  to  the  ten-itory  involved. 
These  violations  have  been  broug-'ht  about  by  reason  of  the  fact 
that  in  1913  these  carriers  reduced  the  rate  from  Billings  from 
32  to  28  cents  per  100  pounds,  a  reduction  o.f  4  cents,  without 
making  equal  reductions  from  intermediate  stations  taking  the 
same  rate.  No  application  was  filed  with  the  Commission  for 
authority  to  estalblisb  the  relation  of  rates  thus  brought  aiboiit. 
and  suclh  establishiment  must  therefore  be  considered  as  hav- 
ing been  >made  contrary  to  the  rule  of  the  fourth  section  and 
without  authority  from  the  Commission.  It  is  represented  that 
the  line  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Company  from  Billings 
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to  Miniii'eapoHs  is  in  the  ineigbboAood  of  1,300  miles  in  length, 
while  that  of  their  comipetitor  is  approximately  890  miles  in 
length.  The  line  of  the  Great  Northern  is  materially  longer 
than  that  of  its  comipetitor,  and  it  is  comtendeid  by  the  defend- 
ants tbat  the  situation  is  one  justifying  relief  from  the  rigid 
requiremients  of  the  fourth  section.  However,  that  may  be,  the 
Comimissioin  is  authorized  to  grant  relief  to  carriers  only  in 
sipecial  cases  after  investigation.  In  this  case  no  application 
covering  the  existing  (departure  from  the  rule  oif  the  fourth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  was  made,  and  no  investigation  took  place,  and 
steps  imuiSit  Ibe  taken  at  once  to  correct  the  unlawful  relation 
of  rates  now  existing  as  described  herein.  The  Great  Northern 
will  ibe  expected  proimptly  to  correct  this  unlawful  rate  sit- 
uation. 

The  defendants  claim  that  the  difficulties  experienced  by 
the  Montana  farmeirs  ,are  not  permanent,  but  are  due  to  a  tem- 
porary weakening  in  the  wheat  market.  That  until  quite  re- 
cently there  has  been  a  rapid  increase  in  the  (production  of 
wlheat  in  Montana  is  evidenced  by  statistics.  Between  1909 
and  1913  the  acreage  devoted  to  wheat  in  that  state  increased 
from  350,000  to  870,000,  and  in  the  same  period  the  number  of 
bushels  produced  increased  fromi  6,252,000  to  20,673,000.  De- 
fendants show  that  it  was  not  until  the  sudden  falling  off  in 
the  price  of  wheat  that  the  Montana  producers  complained  of 
their  freight  rates,  and  claim  that  there  are  already  indications 
that  relief  will  soon  be  afforded  through  an  increase  in  the 
price  of  wheat. 

The  record  disicloses  that  the  opening  of  the  Panama  Canal 
is  likely  to^  affect  Montana  grain  rates.  The  export  rate  from 
western  ports  will  probalbly  be  very  materially  lessened.  Should 
there  be  no  dhange  in  the  present  rail  rates,  Montana  producers 
would  probably  find  an  increasing  advantage  in  shipiping  their 
grain  west  for  the  exiport  trade.  In  order  to  maintain  an  ade- 
quate movement  of  grain  eastward  by  rail,  it  seems  not  un- 
likely that  wheat  rates  in  Washington  and  Idaho  eastward  must 
be  reduced.  If  this  occurs,  the  reduction  would  probaJbly  af- 
fect the  Dakota  wheat  rates  to  the  east. 

It  was  strongly  urged  upon  us  Iby  the  complainant  that  a 
public  interest  was  involved  in  this  case.  It  was  averred  that 
the  extension  of  the  Montana  wheat-grofwing  area  and  the  in- 
creased immigration  and  settlement  thereof  would  both  be  pro- 
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moted  by  the  establishiment  of  rates  that  would  afford  the 
grower  a  chance  of  reasonable  profit.  It  was  also  forcibly  urged 
upon  us  that  the  growing  necessity  of  raising  breadstuffs  for 
the  supply  of  our  own  people  instead  of  imiporting  them  from 
abroad  warranted  this  reduction  in  the  national  interest.  How- 
ever this  miay  Ibe,  it  is  clearly  a  question  of  national  policy  and 
one  whicih  this  Commission  can  hardly  consider  in  gauging  the 
single  question  of  the  reasonajbleness  and  itlie  justice  of  exist- 
ing railroad  rates. 

The  defendants  'have  suggested  that  it  may  be  necessary  ulti- 
mately to  establis'h  a  blanket  over  a  large  part  of  this  produc- 
ing area.  All  that  we  can  find  on  the  record  is  that  the  pres- 
ent rates  are  not  unreasonable  or  discriminato-ry,  and  we  can 
therefore  only  suggest  to  the  defendants  that  the  interests  of 
the  pulblic  as  well  as  those  of  the  carriers  and  the  producers 
in  Montana  require  that  the  carriers  make  every  possible  effort 
to  encourage  the  larger  production  of  grain  in  this  great  region. 

The  complaint  must  be  dismiissed,  and  it  will  be  so  ordered. 

GENERAL  DISTANCE  RATES. 

In  the  rrDatter  of  igeneral  distance  tariff  rates,  the  Commis- 
sion, having  'had  under  consideration,  the  question  of  more  rea- 
sonalble  igeneral  distance  rates  on  all  classes  of  freight,  both 
carload  and  less  than  carload,  the  question  was  taken  up  with 
traffic  reipresentatives  of  the  Great  Nortlhern  Riailway  Com- 
pany, the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company,  and  the  Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company,  on  June  loth, 
requesting  these  carriers  to  submit  to  the  Commission  for  its 
consideration,  revised  schedules  of  general  distance  rates  in 
lieu  of  the  rates  now  in  effect,  and  the  above  named  carriers 
having  submiitted  to  the  Commission,  schedules  on  the  same 
basis  as  are  in  effect  in  the  State  of  Washington,  the  Com^mis- 
sion  has  accepted  such  sc'hedules  to  becotme  effective  not  later 
than  twienty  days  from  this  date. 

The  following  table  compares  the  new  with  the  present  rates 
for  distances  up  to  700  miles,  on  all  ten  classes,  and  shows,  as 
will  be  noted,  that  the  average  reduction  is  20  per  cent.  This 
applies  to  each  class  considered  by  itself  and  also  in  the  'ag- 
gregate. The  reductions  are  more  pronounced  as  the  longer 
hauls  are  reached,  and  average,  as  stated  aibove,  20  per  cent 
on  the  whole. 
Helena,  Montana,  July  9th,   1914. 
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REASONS  FOR  NON-CONCURRENCE  ON  DISTANCE 

TARIFF  ACCEPTED  BY  MAJORITY  OF  BOARD. 

On  the  distance  tariff  accepted  by  a  majority  of  the  Board, 
I  wish  to  take  exception.  First,  becauise  it  is  unreasonably 
high,  and  second,  to  my  -mind,  discriminatory.  On  June  9th, 
I  offered  the  following  resolution : 

"WHEREAS  The  distance  tariff  in  the  State  of 
Montana  is  approximately  sixty  per  cent  higher  than 
the  distance  tariffs  in  surrounding  states;  and  forty 
per  cent  higher  than  the  distributinig  rates  in  Montana ; 
and, 

WHEREAS  The  great  consuming  public  and  pro- 
ducers are   entitled  to  some  reduction ;  therefore, 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  That  this  Commission  initiate 
a  'hearing  at  once,  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  car- 
riers show  cause  wihy  the  distance  tariff  sihould  not 
be  reduced." 

To  which  Commissioner  Alorley  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment,  w'hioh   w;as   approved   by   Commissioner   Boyle : 

"That  Secretary  be  instructed  to  write  railroads  to- 
day, that  imileage  distance  rates  in  Montana  are  con- 
sidered excessive  by  the  Commission,  and  that  rail- 
roads be  asked  what  action  they  propose  taking  in  the 
matter." 

In  answer  to  communications  froim  the  Se)cretary,  on  July 
7th,  proposals  by  the  Great  Northern,  Northern  Pacific,  and 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul  Railway  Companies,  that  the 
State  of  Washington  Distance  Tariff  apply  in  Montana,  were 
received  and  discussed  for  thirty-five  minutes  on  July  7th,  was 
again  discussed  for  four  minutes  on  July  8th ;  when  on  motion 
of  Commissioner  Boyle  the  Washington  scale  was  accepted  and 
the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  notify  the  above  named  lines 
to  that  effect.  As  yet,  the  other  railroads  operating  in  Mon- 
tana have  not  been  heard  from. 

In  calling  the  attention  of  the  majority  of  the  Commission 
that  the  Board  had  spent  only  thirty-nine  minutes  considering 
this  matter,  whic^li  might  mean  millions  of  dollars  to  the  people 
of  the  state,  I  was  informed  by  one  of  the  Comimission  that 
they  had  had  the  rates  under  consideration  ever  since  the  Com- 
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mission  was  organized,  ot  at  least  for  the  past  six  years,  which 
is  another  indication  that  the  world  "do  moive," 

In  a  unanimous  opinion  handed  down  November  21st,  191 3, 
on  the  distributing^  rate  case,  the  Commissioin  stated  as  follow's : 

"From  such  investigations  as  have  been  made,  this 
Commission  is  satisfied  that  there  is  ibut  little,  if  any, 
^additional  cost  in  transporting  Montana  business  as 
against  North  Dakota;  nor  are  we  imipressed  with  the 
argument  that  the  defendants  are  warranted  in  charging 
the  excessive  arbitraries  over  North  Diakota  on  account 
of  enhanced  costs  of  construction.  It  is  clear,  'however, 
that  some  allowanice  should  ibe  miade  for  difference  of 
conditions  in  the  two  states,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  Commission  that  the  distributing  rates  within 
Montana  should  properly  be  but  slightly  higher  than 
rates  ior  similar  transportation  within  North  Dakota. 

"Whether  or  not  the  rates  promulgated  by  the  Com- 
missions naimed  (Washington),  are  reasonalble  for 
the  service  performed,  is  not  within  the  province  of 
this  Comanission  to  determine,  but  the  history  of  the 
rates  from  the  coast  cities  referred  tO'  and  ifrom  Spo- 
kane, indicates  that  these  cities  have  been  surrounded 
with  conditions  that  differ  materially  from  the  condi- 
tioms   within   the   State   of   Montana. 

"As  has  been  referred  to,  the  Washington  and  Ore- 
gon points  have  the  advantage  of  water  transportation, 
and  in  addition  to  that  transportation  enjoy  rates  via 
all  rail  routes  that  are  comparatively  low  for  the 
service.  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  Commission  that  the 
conditions  within  the  State  of  Montana  more  .nearly 
resemible  the  conditions  in  the  states  east  thereoif,  viz., 
North  and  South  Dakota." 

Now  let  us  make  comparisons  of  the  Montana  distance  rate 
accepted  iby  the  Commission,  with  the  same  rates  in  North 
Dakota  and  Minnesota,  and  see  if  they  are  slightly  higher  or 
not.  On  a  check  of  these  rates,  we  find  on  the  first-class  that 
Minnesota  is  48  per  cent  lower  than  Montana;  North  Dakota 
24  per  cent  lower  than  Montana.  FourthHolass,  under  this 
heading  the  larder  of  every  household  is  supplied.  Mark  the 
difference ;  Minnesota  57  per  cent  less  than  Montana,  North 
Dakota  36  per  cent  less  than  Montana. 
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Discrimination. 

The  constitution  of  'the  State  of  Montana,  Section  seven, 
Article   fifteen,  among  other  things   provides : 

"No'  discrimination  in  charges  for  transportation  of 
freight  O'f  the  same  class  'shall  .be  imade  by  any  rail- 
road company,  between  persons  or  places  within  the 
State." 
Now  accordinig  to  ithe  rates  established  by  a  majority  of  this 
Commission,  the  following  cities  enjoy  a  rate  on  outgoing  busi- 
ness lo  per  cent  below  all  other  stations  in  Montana : 

All  Freight. 

Anaconda  Benton  Big   Timber  BUHngs 

Black  Eagle  Butte  Bozeman  Conrad 

Deer  Lodge  Forsyth  Great    Falls  Glendive 

Havre  Helena  Kalispell  Lewistown 

Livingston  Miles    City  Missoula 

Total   nineteen   cities. 

Flour,    Millfeed,    Millstuffs,    Grain,    Grain    Products    and    Cereal    Preparations. 

(Any    quantity.) 

Belgrade  Manhattan  Townsend 

Sidney  Hamilton  Plains 

Is  not  a  community  entitled  to  something  imore  than  a  rea- 
sonable rate?  Is  'it  noit  entitled  to  non-discriminatory  rate? 
Should  not  rate  'be  as  a  whole  so  that  ithey  affect  no  advantage 
or  preferences  to  one  com^muiiity  over  another,  which  does  not 
necessarily  arise  out  of  the  transportation  advantages  which 
the  one  has  over  the  other?  Can  a  discriminatory  rate  he 
rightfully  made  againsit  one  locality,  merely  because  it  is  smaller 
than  anotiher  locality?  It  seemis  to  me  that  our  constitution 
requires  equality  ibetween  great  and  small. 

In  the  following  table  you  will  note  the  rates  from  and  to 
several  'poimts  in  the  states.  The  rates  given  are  the  distribut- 
ing rates  now  in  effect  from  favored  places  and  the  distance 
tariff  accepted  by  the  Commission  applying  the  reverse   way : 

Cascade    to    Great    Falls  Great    Falls    to    Cascade 

Distance  30   miles 

L.    C.    L.  Rate 

Flour     16c  14c 

Wheat     16c  14c 

Oats     16c  14c 

Potatoes     ISc  17c 

Fresh    Pork    

Veal,    Mutton    26c  24c 

Eggs,    Butter    22c  20c 

Townsend    to    Helena  Helena    to    Townsend 

distance   35    miles 

Flour     17c  16c 

Wheat       17c  16c 

Oats     17c  16c 

Potatoes       20c  18c 

Fresh    Pork    

Veal,    Mutton    29c  26c 

Butter,  Eggs    25c  22c 


RAILROAD  COMMISSION  OP  MONTANA 


141 


Wolf   Creek   to   Helena  Helena   to   Wolf    Creek 

Distance  40   miles 

L.     C.     L.     Rate 

Flour     19c  17c 

Wheat     19c  17c 

Oats     19c  17c 

Potatoes 22c  20c 

Fresh  Pork,   Veal 

Mutton     31c  28c 

Butter,    Eggs    26c  26c 

Roundup    to  Miles   City  Miles   City   to   Roundup 

Distance   150   miles 

Flour     41c  37c 

Wheat       41c  37c 

Oats     41c  37c 

Potatoes       48c  43c 

Fresh  Pork,   Veal    

Mutton     68c  62c 

Butter,  Eggs    58c  53c 

Harlowton    to    Miles    City  Miles    City    to    Harlowton 

Distance   220   miles 

Flour     50c  46c 

Wheat       50c  46c 

Oats       50c  46c 

Potatoes       59c  53c 

Fresh  Pork,   Veal    

Mutton    84c  76c 

Butter,    Eggs    71c  65c 

Glasgow  to   Havre  Havre  to  Glasgow 

Distance  155   miles 

Flour     41c  38c 

Wheat      41c  38c 

Oats       41c  38c 

Potatoes 48c  44c 

Fresh  Pork,    Veal    

Mutton      69c  63c 

Butter,    Eggs    59c  54c 

Scobey   to   Havre  Havre   to    Scobey 

Distance   370   miles 

Flour     70c  63c 

Wheat       70c  63c 

Oats     70c              •  63c 

Potatoes     81c  74c 

Fresh  Pork,    Veal    

Mutton       1.16  1.05 

.Butter,     Eggs     99  .89 

The  albove  are  a  few  examples  that  apply  between  every 
city,  town,  or  hamlet,  and  these  in  the  favored  list,  you  will 
notice  that  in  every  case  the  ifarmer  or  producer  pays  approxi- 
mately lo  per  cent  more  to  get  his  products  to  the  middleman 
or  jobber  than  it  does  for  the  jobber  to  reship  to  the  consumer, 
also  the  merchant  and  consumer  in  the  so-called  favored  cities 
pays  a  lo  per  cent  tax  on  all  he  receives,  the  only  'benefit  the 
favored  city  receives,  is  on  outgoing-  business. 

In  other  words,  is  it  right  that  the  producer  shall  pay  ten  per 
cent  more  freight  on  his  (products  than  the  middleman  or  the 
jobber  as  he  is  called.  A  ten  per  cent  tax  added  to  our  farmer 
merchant  and  others  because  they  are  not  fortunate  enough  to 
live  in  a  district  that  is  named  as  a  distributing  center.  Is  it 
right  or  fair  to  collect  a  greater  compensation  from  certain 
persons  and  places  for  the  transportation  of  property,  than  it 
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is  to  collect  from  other  persons  for  doing  a  like  and  contem- 
poraneous service  in  the  transportation  of  a  like  kind  of  traf- 
fic, imder  substantially  similar  circumstances  and  conditions? 
Therefore  I  feel  'that  the  so-called  distributing-  scale  should  be 
made  to  operate  from  and  to  all  stations  in  Montana  or  the  dis- 
tance rates  should  be  lowered  to  correspond  with  them. 

J.  H.  H'ALL, 

Com;miss'ioner. 
Respectfully  suibniitted.  July   13th,   1914. 


STORAGE  CHARGES. 

To  become  effective  February  ist,  1914,  the  Great  Noirthern 
Railway  Comipany  and  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Comipany, 
sou'ght  to  make  an  impoirtant  change  in  the  storage  of  carload 
freiigbt,  as  follows : 

As  in  effect: 

"Carload  freight  unloaded  in  railway  warehouses  or  on 
platforms  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  ears,  and  before 
shipments  are  accepted  by  consignees,  and  freight  charges 
paid  will  be  subject  to  demurrage  charges  provided  in 
*    *    *    supplements    thereto    or    reissues    thereof." 

As  proposed: 

"Carload  freight  contained  in  or  upon  cars  will  be  sub- 
ject to  demurrage  charges  provided  in  *  *  *  supple- 
ments thereto  or  reissus  thereof,  but  if  such  freight  is 
unloaded  in  railway  warehouses  or  on  platforms  or  station 
grounds  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  cars,  it  will  immedi- 
ately become  subject  to  storage  charge  of  five  cents  per 
100  lbs.  for  each  30  days  or  fraction  thereof  that  the  prop- 
erty   remains    undelivered." 

No  application  was  made  to  this   Commission   for  authority 
to  so  aimiend  the  tariffs  as  is  required  by  regu'lation,  and  it  be- 
ing the  concenstis  of  opinion  of  the  Board  that  the  change  was 
unwarranted   and   unfair,  the   carriers   were   required   to, cancel* 
the   amended   rule   on   Montana   intrastate  business. 


Subject:     Overcharge. 

A.  A.  Elliott, 

vs. 

Ga"eat  Northern  Railway  Company, 

Oregon  Short  Line  Railroad  Company. 

Complainant  made  a  less  than  carload  shipment  of  personal 

effects    and    one  ibicycle    from    Sooiers    to    Dillon,    Montana, 

August  5th,   1913,  on  which  overcharge  was  claimed. 

Upon  investigation  it  was  found  that  incorrect  classification 
'had  been  used,  and  furthermore  the  shipment  was  entitled  to 
distributing  rates  which  apply  from  Somers  when  destined  to 
points  north,  east  or  south  of  Shelley  Junction.  Upon  presenta- 
tion of  the  facts  to  the  delivering  icarrier,  reparation  was  made. 
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RATE  ON  COAL,  SHERIDAN,  WYOMING  TO  LAUREL, 

MONTANA. 

It  ivv^as  reported  to  the  Commisision  on  February  5th,  1914, 
thiat  a  rate  of  $1.35  iper  ton  was  being-  charged  on  coal  from 
Sheridan,  Wyoming  to  Laurel,  Montana,  and  citing  the  ruling 
O'f  the  Interstate  Commerce  Com,missioin : 

"That  on  or  before  November  1 20th,  1913,  the  rate 
on  coal  from  Sheridan  to  points  on  the  Northern  Pa- 
cific Railway  west  of  Billings  for  distances  within  500 
miles  should  not  ibe  more  in  any  instance  than  55c 
over  the  rate  from  Red  Lodge." 
Tihe  Red  Lodge  to  Laurel  rate  being  70c  would  make  the 
Sheridan  rate   55c   higher,   or  $1.25   per  ton. 

Upon  investigation  it  was  found  that  the  published  rate  to 
Laurel  was  $1.35,  but  the  order  of  the  Interstate  Commerce 
Com'mission  referred  to  "points  on  the  Northern  Pacific  Rail- 
way shown  in  G.  F.  O.  69GO-A,"  which  does  not  include  Laurel. 
The  Chicago,  Burlington  and  Qiiincy  Railroad  Company  was 
agreeable,  however  to  reducing  the  Sheridan  rate  loc  per  ton, 
whiclh  was  done  effective  April  15th,  1914. 


Subject:     Overcharge:. 

Kenyom-Noble  Lumber  Company, 
vs. 

Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company. 
Complainant  is  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  at  Bozeman, 
Montana,  and  on  January  loth,  1914,  caused  to  be  shipped  from 
Bozeman  to  Anceny,  one  car  of  lumber  prepa3dng  charges  in 
the  sum  oif  $15.48.  Subsequently  a  icorrected  bill  showing 
charges  to  be  $21.80  was  presented  and  the  difference  was  paid 
under  pnoitest.  The  matter  was  referred  to  the  Commission  for 
investigation  and  it  was  found  that  a  larger  car  than  that  or- 
dered was  furnished  at  the  convenience  of  the  carrier,  and  that 
the  supplemental  'charge  of  $6.32  was  not  warranted.  Accord- 
ingly refund  was  made. 
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Subject :     Overcharge :. 
Thos.  H.  Markle. 

vs. 

Great  Northern  Railway   Company, 

Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad  Comipany. 

Complainiaimt  is  engaged  in  the  'WOod  and  coal  business  at 
Glasgow,  Montiana,  and  in  February,  19 13,  took  up  with  the 
Coimimi&sion,  the  matter  of  ailleged  overcharge  on  various  cars 
of  coal  shipped  froim  ALger,  Wyoming,  to  Glasgow,  Montana, 
between  Oictober,  191 1  and  Niovemiber,   1912. 

Upon  investigatiou  it  was  found  that  at  the  time  all  of  these 
shipmenits  moved  the  through  rate  from  point  of  origin  to  des- 
tination was  $5.20  per  ton,  while  there  was  contemporaneously 
in  effect  froim  Alger,  Wyoming,  to  Great  Falls,  Montana,  rate 
of  $3.00  and  from  Great  Falls  to  Glasgow  $2.00,  making  the 
combination  of  locals  $5.00  per  ton  as  against  the  through  rate 
Oif  $5.20.  It  was  also'  fo'umd  that  efsfective  January  23d,  1913, 
the  through  rate  was  reduced  to  $445.  This  would  'not,  of 
course,  affect  the  ca-rs  involved  in  this  claim,  same  being  of 
prior  date,  but  we  took  the  position  that  claimant  was  right- 
fully entitled  to  a  rate  not  in  excess  of  the  combination  of  locals 
based  on  Great  Falls.  Accordingly  the  authority  of  the  Inter- 
state Commerce  Commission  was  obtained  for  refund  and  re- 
paration in  the  su!m  of  $84.19  was  made  on  January  17th,  1914. 


RATES  ON  HOGS,  INTERSTATE. 

Hog  raisers  in  the  Gallatin  Valley  requested  the  Commission 
to  investigate  the  rates  carloads  on  hogs  fro^m  Bozeman  to 
Wallace,  Idaho,  alleging  that  that  section  of  the  state  had  en- 
gaged quite  extensively  in  the  business  of  raising  hogs  and  that 
a  ready  miiarket  was  found  at  Wallace,  but  the  existing  freight 
rate  of  $92.00  per  car  prohibited  shipping. 

This  Comission  has  nO'  jurisdiction,  of  conrse,  between  points 
in  Montana  and  points  in  the  State  of  Idaho,  but  upon  presen- 
tation of  the  facts  to  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company, 
a  schedule  of  rates  was  published  effective  April  6th,  1914.  re- 
ducing the  rates  from  all  points  in  Montana,  Livingston  and 
West,  to  Wallace,  Idaho,  a/pproximately  15  per  cent.  The  old 
rate  of  $92.00  per  car  from  Bozeman  is  now  $78.00,  and  from 
other  stations  in  about  the  isame  proportion. 
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Subject:     Overcharge   on   Coal. 

O.  S.  Forseth, 

Great  Nlorthem  Railway  Coimpany. 

Com'plainant  is  a  resident  of  Choteau,  Montana,  and  caused 
to  be  shipped  on  February  4th,  1914,  one  car  of  coal  from  From- 
berg-,  a  station  on  the  Northern  Pacific  Rail/way,  to  Choteau, 
a  station  on  the  Great  Northern  Railway,  on  which  freight 
charges  were  assessed  and  paid  at  rate  of  $4.25  per  ton.  At 
the  time  the  shipment  moved  there  was  in  effect  a  through 
rate  of  $2.85  Fromberg  to  Power.  There  was  no  rate,  however, 
except  Class  D,  whic'h  figured  $1.40  per  ton  Power  to  destina- 
tion. 

Upon  investigation  it  was  found  that  a  lower  combination 
could  be  made  based  on  Gerlber  Junction,  to  which  point  from 
Fromlberg  the  rate  was  $2.50.  This  plus  the  rate  from  Sand 
Coulee  90c  to  Choteau,  being  applied  as  a  uiiaximum,  made 
$3.40  per  ton. 

In  Montana  the  lowest  combination  of  rates  applies.  Neither 
can  the  rate  'between  tKvo  points  be  exceeded  between  inter- 
mediate points.  According;ly  the  rate  from  Gerber  Junction 
cannot  exceed  the  rate  ifroni  Sand  Coulee.  Refund  in  the  sum 
of  $36.89  was  'made. 


RATES  ON  COAL  FROM  FOREST  GROVE. 

Parties  interested  in  the  development  of  a  coal  property 
known  as  the  "Jackman  Mine,"  called  upon  the  Commission, 
February  5th,  19 14,  and  explained  at  considerable  length  that 
they  'desired  to  obtain  freight  rates  on  coal,  carloads  from 
Forest  Grove  to  various  points  on  the  line  of  the  C.  M.  &  St. 
P.  Railway,  which  would  enaible  the  'marketing  of  their  product 
in  competition  with  other  coal  producing  stations. 

Some  coal  had  already  been  shipped  on  which  Class  D  rate 
was  applied.  It  appearing  to  the  Comimission  that  the  property 
wo'uld  develop  a  considerable  'tonnage  under  favoraible  condi- 
tions, application  was  ,made  to  the  C.  M.  &  St.  P.  Railway  Com- 
pany for  the  sitandard  scale  of  coal  rates  in  the  state  to  be  ap- 
iplied  from  Forest  Grove  to  Great  Falls,  Harlowton,  Grass- 
rainge,  Hilger,  and  all  intermediate  points,  and  same  became  ef- 
fective March  i,  1914. 
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Subject:     Overcharge. 

The  W.  G.  Chaney  Co.,  Ltd., 
vs. 
Great  Northern  Railway  Company. 
Complainant  is  engiaiged  in  the  lumber  business  with  head- 
quairters   at   Spokane,   Was'hington,    and   in    Setptember,     1912, 
cauised  to  Ibe  shipped  from  Ldbby  to   Lewistown,  Montana,   a 
double  load  of  poles  on  which  charges  were  assessed  and  paid 
at  the  rate  of  19c  per  cwt.  based  on  93,450  lbs. 

The  matter  was  referred  to  the  Commission  January  20th, 
1914,  and  it  was  found  upon  investigation  that  a  minimum  of 
33,000  lbs.,  on  eadh  car  should  have  been  applied. 

The  rate  of  191c  was  icoirrefct  in  accoTdance  with  the  published 
tariffs,  and  refund  was  made  based  on  overcharge  in  weight, 
amiounting  to  $52.15. 


Subject:     Overcharge. 
Frank  F.  Rich, 
vs. 
Great  Northern  Railway  Coniipany,  et  al. 
Complainant  shipped   from   Sweet    Grass,   Montana,   to   A'lil- 
waukee,  Wisconsin,  two  cars  loaded  with  barley  on  which  rate 
of  39^ c  per    cwt.  was    assessed  amd    paid.     Overcharge    was 
claimed,  and  upon  investigation  it  was  found  that  Great  North- 
ern Tariff  GFO  No.  .24294,  provided  for  a  through  rate  from 
point  of  origin  to  destination  mamed  of  38^c  per  cwt.     Accord- 
ingly claim   was   presented  for  $11.40  representing    the   over- 
charge based  on  one  cent  per  cwt.     The  claim   was  promptly 
paid. 


Subject:     Rates  on   Coal. 

James  Brodie  and  Son, 
vs. 
Great  Northern  Railway  Company, 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Comipany. 
Complainant,  a  resident  of   Belt,   Montana,   and' engaged   in 
the  retail  coal  business,  complained  of  the  rate  on  coal   from 
Belt,  on  the  line  of  the  Great  Northea-n,  to  Geraldine,  a  station 
on  ifche  C.  M.  &  St.  P.  Railway,  as  being  excessive  and  unrea- 
sonable.    There  was  no  through  rate  in  effect.     The  combina- 
tion of  locals  on  Great  Falls  being  Great  Northern  55c,  C.   I\I. 
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&  St.   p.  $i.8o   (Class  D),  makinig  $2.35  per  ton   thro^ugih. 

Heretofore  there  ihtas  apparently  'been  no  demand  for  coal 
mined  at  Belt  in  C.  M.  &  St.  P.  territory,  hence  no  rates  have 
been  estalblished.  However,  for  answer  to  the  complaint  the 
latter  aigreed  to  establish  from  Great  Falls  to  Geraldine,  the 
Montana  standard  scale  applying  on  coal  from  <coal  producing 
stations,  namely, — 85c  per  ton,  distance  62.5  miles,  although 
there  is  no  coal  niined  at  Great  Falls.  This  wo-uld  make  the 
combination  851c,  plus  55c  or  $1.40  per  ton  from  Belt  to  Ger- 
aldine, and  being  satisfactory  to  complainants  the  matter  was  so 
disposed  of,  'the  rates  /becoiming  effective  June   i8th,   1914. 


Subject :     Overcharge. 

Phil  Buckley, 

vs. 

'Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company. 

Complainant   is  a  resident  of  Hiarlem,     Mont.,    and    caused 

to  )be  shipped  from  Taber,  Alta.,  to  Harlem,  one  car  of  coal  via 

the  Canadian  Pacific  and  Great  Northern  Railways.  Overcharge 

was  alleged. 

There  is  no  through  rate  from  Alberta  to  Montana  points. 
It  was  ifound,  however,  upon  investigation  that  the  advance 
charges  of  the  C.  P.  R.  were  islightly  in  excess  of  the  published 
tariff,  and  accordingly  claim  was  presented  for  the  overcharged 
amount  of  $6.39,  which  was  promptly  paid. 


Subject:     Overcharge. 

Henry  Goodlba, 

vs. 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company. 

Complainant  is  a  resident  of  Darreil,  Montana,  and  in  Marc'h, 

1914,   shipped   from   Mitchell,   S.   D.,   to   Roundup,   Mont.,   one 

buggy  kd.  on  which  charges  were  assessed  and  paid  in  the  sum 

of  $49.88. 

Shipments  of  this  kind  under  Western  Classification  take  one 
and  one-half  times  first  class.  The  first-class  rate  froim  Mitchell 
to  Roundup  is  $1.90  per  cwt.,  which  would  make  charges  on 
the  shipment  in  question  weighing  750  lbs.,  $21.50. 

Claim  for  refund  was  presented  iby  the  Commission  and  the 
overcharge  amounting  to  $28.50  was  prom'ptly  refunded. 
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Subject:     Overcharge. 
C.  T.  FlesChe, 
against 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company. 
Com.plainant  made  a  shipment  consisting  of  one  tractor  and 
parts  from  De  Smet,  S.  D.,  to  White  Sulphur  Springs,  Mont., 
on  which  charges  were  assessed  and  paid  in  the  sum  of  $137.83, 
same  being  combination  of  'rates  based  on  Aberdeen,  making 
$2.16  13-51  per  cwt. 

Upon  imvestigation  it  wias  foiund  that  there  was  in  effect,  rate 
of  $2.10  per  cwt.,  which  applied  via  Minnesota  Transfer.  The 
shipment  in  question  was  not  Sipecifically  routed  in  the  'bill  of 
lading,  and  taking  the  position  that  in  the  absence  oi  routing 
specified,  shipper  was  entitled  to  the  lowest  rate  in  effect,  claim 
was  presented  for  the  alleged  overcharge  amounting  to  $30.73, 
which  was  promptly  paid. 


Subject:     Overcharge. 

Sun  River  Distilling  Company, 

against 

Great  Northern  Railway  Company. 

Complainant  made   a   shipment  af  alcohol  from   Manchester 

to  Mondak,  Montana,  on  i  which   Class  rate  was   assessed   and 

paid.     Overcharge  was  claimed. 

Upon  investigation  it  was  foamd  that  the  combination  based 
on  Great  Falls,  using 'distributing  rate  from  the  latter  point, 
made  a  lower  charge,  and  accordingly  claim  for  refund  was 
'made  on  that  ibasis,  taking  the  position  that  the  through  rate 
should  not  exceed  the  combination  through  the  intermediate 
'point.     Accordingly  reparation   was  made. 


Subject:     Overcharge. 

D.  A.  Homan, 

against 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.   Paul  Ry.   Co. 

Complainant  is  a  rancher  residing  in  the  vicinity  of  Custer, 

Montana,  and  complained  of  freig^ht  charges  assessed   on  one 

car  of  household  goods  and  settler's  effects  from  Sioux  Falls, 

S.  D.,  to  Custer,  Mont.,  which  moved   C.  M.   &  St.   P.  Sioux 

Falls  to  Terry,  Mont.,  thence  Northern  Pacific  to  destination, 

the  comibination  of  local  rates  based  on  Terry  being  assessed. 
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Upon  investigation  it  was  found  that  routing  haid  not  been 
specified,  and  that  a  rate  of  451c  per  cwt.  was  then  in  effect  via 
Minnesota  Transfer.  Accordingly  claim  was  made  for  refund 
on  that  basis,  and  paid  in  the  'sum  Oif  $50.08. 


Subject:     Rates  on  Milk  and  Cream. 
Pondera   Creamery   Company, 

vs. 
Montana  Western  Railway  Company. 

Compilainant  is  engaged  in  the  creaimery  business  at  Conrad, 
Montana.  The  Momtana  Wicstern  Railway  is  a  short  line  con- 
necting with  the  Great  Nbrthern  at  Conrad  and  running  thence 
to  Valier,  a  distance  of  20  miles.  Complainant  petitioned  on 
April  ist,  1914,  for  the  establishment  of  rates  from  points  on 
the  Momtana  Western  Railway  to  Conrad,  similar  to  those  in 
effect  on  other  lines  in  the  isitate  to  and  from  the  -creamery  sta- 
tions. 

The  matter  was  taken  up  informally  with  the  railway  com- 
pany, and  it  ibeing  satisfactory  to  all  parties  in  interest  the  fol- 
lowing scale  of  rates  was  estaiblis'hed  effective  July  15th,  1914: 

5  Gal.  can  or  8  Gal  can  or      10  Gal  can  or 

Distance                                                  12  Qt.  case  i^Vz  Pt.  case    24  Qt.  or  40  Pt. 

10  miles  or  under    11  .15                                .18 

Over  10  and  not  over  20  miles 12  .16                                .18 

Charges  must  be  based  on  can  or  case  capacity  and  no  al- 
lowance made  for  cans  or  cases  partly  filled. 

If  cans  of  less  than  five  gallon  capacity  are  shipped,  charges 
will  be  the  same  as  for  cans  of  five  gallon  capacity. 

Two  five  gallon  cans  will  not  ibe  transported  at  the  charge 
for  a  ten  gallon  can. 

Cans  of  twelve  gallon  capacity  charge  20  per  cent  more  than 
for  cans  of  iten  gallon  capacity. 

EMPTIES :  Empty  cans  or  cases  will  be  returned  free,  to 
the  original  shipper ;  provided  the  cans  or  cases  when  full  were 
transported  at  the  rates  named  in  this  tariff. 
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Subject:     Overcharge. 
State  of  Mo'iitana,  National  Guards, 

against 
Niortbern   Pacific  Railway  Company, 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.   Paul   Railway   Company. 
In  the  months  of  February  and   March,   1914,  various   small 
shipments  were  made  from  Helena  to  Roundup,  via  Northern 
Pacific  and  Chicago,  Milvmukee  &  St.  Paul  Railways,  on  which 
overcharge  was  alleged.    The  matter  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mission for  investigation. 

The  Northern  Pacific  handled  these  shipments  from  Helena 
to  Loimbard  Junction  at  which  point  they  were  delivered  to  the 
C.  M.  &  St.  P.  Ry.,  and  charges  assessed  were  based  on  the 
full  combination  on  Lom-bard.  A  lower  through  rate  was  avail- 
able by  applying  the  C.  M.  &  St.  P.  Bozeman-Roundup  rate 
as  a  maximum  from  Lombard.  It  was  found  that  the  ship- 
ments had  (been  kDvercharged  in  the  sum  of  $7.93  and  refund 
made  accordingly. 


Subject:     Overcharge. 
E.  A.  Townsend, 
vs. 
Greait  Northern  Railway  Company. 
Complainant  caused  to  be  shipped  from  Ephrata,  Wash.,  to 
Hinsdale,    Mont.,    two   cars   of    emigrant   movables,     on    which 
charges   were  assessed  and  paid  in  the  sum  of  $309.32.     The 
matter  was  referred  to  the   Commission,   alleging  overcharge. 
Upon  investigation  it  was  found  that  freig'ht  charges  had  been 
computed  at  rate  of  74c  per  cwt.,  whereas  there  Avas  contem- 
poraneously in  effect,  rate  of  55c  per  cwt.,  from   Seattle,  Ta- 
coma,  and  other  Pacific  Coast  points. 

Claim  was  presented  on  the  ground  that  the  coast  rate  should 
not  (have  been  exceeded  from  the  intermediate  point,  and  re- 
fund was  made  in  the  sum  of  $79.42. 
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Subject:     Rate  on  Petroleum  Coke. 

Billings  Gas  Company, 

aigainst 

ChicagiQi,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad  Company. 

Comiplainant  is  a  public  utility  furnishimg  gas  in  the  'City  of 

Billings,  land  complained  to  the  Coimmission  of  the  rate  of  $4.80 

per  tO'U  on  petroleum  coke  from,  Casper,  Wyominig,  to  Billings, 

Montana. 

The  traffic  is  interstate,  therefore,  doics  not  icome  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  t'his  Ooimmission,  and  while  preliminary  investi- 
gaition  was  being  'made,  the  Burlington  Company  issued  an 
amendment  to  its  tariff  naming  rate  of  $3.00  per  ton  for  the 
movement  in  question.  This  being  satisiactoiry  to  complainant, 
no  further  action  was  taken,  and  the  reduced  rates  as  above, 
became  effective  July  6th,  1914. 


Subject:     Ice  Cream. 
Yellowstone  Creamery, 
against 
Adams  Express  Comlpany. 
Complainant  is  engaged  in  the  business  of  manufacturing  and 
shipping  ice  cream   at   Billings,   and  coimplained   informally  of 
the  rates  c'harged  by  the  Adams  Express  Company,  from  Bill- 
ings to  points  in  Montana  on  line  of  the  C.  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co., 
namely,  the  imierchandise  rates  with  a  graduated  scale  of  weights 
for  shipments  froim  one  to  five  gallons. 

Other  express  companies  operating  in  Montana  have  had  in 
effect  for  isome  tiime  past  a  sipecial  scale  applying  on  ice  cream 
and  laundry,  lower  than  the  merchandise  rates,  and  upon  tak- 
ing the  imatter  up  with  the  Adams  Company  it  was  arranged 
to  publish,  effective  September  21st,  1914,  the  same  scale  of 
rates  and  weights  as  contemporaneously  in  effect  on  other  lines. 


Subject:     Overcharge. 
Charles  R.  Bruce, 
against 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co. 
Com/plainant  purchased  two  tickets  at  Mitchell,  S.  Dak.,  May 
9th,  1914,  to  Al'usselshell,  Montana,  for  which  he  paid  $38.62 
Overcharge  was  alleged.     It  was  ifound  that  the  rate  in  effect 
at  that  time  was  $17.86,  and  accordingly  refund  of  the  over- 
charge in  the  sum  of  $2.90  was  promiptly  imade. 
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Subject :     Overcharge. 

N.  Wihitacre, 

against 

Great  Northern  Railway  Oomipany. 

Coniiplainant  is  a  resident  of  Choteau,  Montana,  and  alleged 

overcharge  on  one  car  of  icoal  from  Bearcreek,  Montana,  which 

moved  in  Sep't ember,   191 3. 

Choteau  is  a  station  on  the  new  P'ower-Bynum  branch  of 
the  Great  Northern  Railway,  and  ait  the  time  this  shipment  was 
imade  there  was  no  throiigh  rate  on  coal  ibeyond  Power  Junc- 
tion. It  was  found  that  the  lowest  icoimbination  of  local  rates 
had  been  exiceeded  in  the  sum  of  loc  per  ton.  Claim  was  pre- 
sented and  settldm'ent  made  on  that  basis. 


Subject:       Overcharge. 
H.  C.  Marlatt, 


against 


Great  Northern  Railway  Co. 

Comiplainant  shipped  froim  Oiberlin,  Ohio,  to  Broadview, 
Montana,  a  quantity  of  household  goods  weighing  1720  pounds, 
on  which  he  prepaid  freight  c'harges  at  point  of  origin  amount- 
ing to  $46.61.     O'vercharge  vv"as  claimed. 

Official  Classification  naimes  first  class  on  household  goods. 
Oberlin  to  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  viz.,  91c  per  cwt.  From  St.  Paul 
to  Broadview  the  rate  is  70c,  making  $1.61  through;  at  which 
rate  the  charges  figured  $27.69.  Accordingly  claim  was  pre- 
sented for  the  overcharge  and  reparation  was  made  in  the  sum 
of  $18.92. 


Subject :     Overcharge. 
Walter  Storm, 
against 
Great  Northern  Railway  Co. 
Complainant   shipped   from   Somers,     Montana,   to    Portland, 
Oregon,  on  August  2Sth,  1913  a  mixed  car  of  wheat  and  flax, 
on  which  rate  of  35c  per  cwt.  was  assessed  and  paid.     The  mat- 
ter was  referred  to  the   Commission  after  almost  a  year  had 
been  spent  in  an  endeavor  to  have  it  adjusted. 

It  appears  from  the  investigation,  although  the  record  is  not 
altogether  clear,  that  the  charges  as  paid  were  based  on  mini- 
mum carload  weight  for  each  class  of  grain  loaded.     The  Com- 
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mission  toak  the  position  that  the  entire  sihipimient  was  entitled 
to  the  'highest  rate  applicalble  on  either  icomimodity,  which  in 
this  icase  was  flax,  taking-  rate  of  271c  per  owt.  Claim  was  pre- 
sented and  refund  imiade  in  the  sum  of  $34.69. 


Subject:     Overcharge. 

M,  A.  Cromiwell, 


agamist 


Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co. 
Claim  was  (presented  alleging  overcharge  on  slhipment  of  corn 
from  Pukwana,  S.  Dak.,  to  Missoula,  Mo^ntana,  freight  charges 
being  assessed  and  paid  at  rate  of  $2.50  per  owt.  It  was  found 
that  the  throug^h  rate  from  point  of  origin  could  not  exceed  the 
rate  contemporaneously  in  effect  from  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  viz., 
$1.34  per  cwt.  Aiccordingly  claim  was  presented  for  the  differ- 
ence which  was  promptly  paid. 


Subject :     Overcharge. 

Samuel  Perrella, 
against 
Clhicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Ry.   Co. 
Complainant  imade  a  shipment  of  'household  goods  from  Mar- 
tshall,   Colorado,  to   Roundup,   Montana,   and   alleged    that   th? 
freight  charges  assessed  and  paid  were  unreasonable. 

Receipts  presented  to  the  Coimmission  showed  that  complain- 
ant :had  piaid  at  the  rate  of  $2.43  per  cwt.,  whereas  a  combina- 
tion of  rates  'based  on  Judith  Gap  made  $1.68,  viz.,  Marshall 
to  Judith  Gap,  $1.10;  Judith  Gap  to  Roundup,  58c.  Claim  was 
presented  on  this  basis  and  refund  made  acooirdingly. 


Subject:     Rate  on  Coal. 

International    Coal    Co^mpany, 


agamst 


Montana,  Wyoming  &  Southern  R.  R.  Co. 
Northern  Pacific  Railway  Co. 
Oregon  Short  Line  Railroad  Co. 
Informal  complaint  alleged  that  the  present  'comibination  of 
local  rates  on  coal,  Bearcreek  to  Dillon,  'based  on  Butte,  mak- 
ing $3.10  per  ton,  was  unreasonable,  and  asked  that  a  thro'Ugh 
rate  be  established. 
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It  appearing-  to  the  Commission  that  a  lower  raite  should  be 
made,  it  was  arranged  to  estaiblish  through  rate 'of  $2.75  per 
ton,  w^hich  being  ag'reeable  to  complainants,  was  put  into  ef- 
fect September  17th,  1914. 


Subject:     Overcharge. 
L.  A.  Smith, 
vs. 
Greait  Northern  Railway  Company. 
Complainant  caused  to  be  shipped  from   Columbia  ,Fa.lls  to 
Somers,  Montana,  a  piano  on  which  freight  dharges  were  as- 
sessed and  paid  at  the  rate  of  42c  per  cwt.     Complaint    was 
made  alleging  overcharge  and  it  was  found  that  the  first-class 
rate  for  that  distance  was  25'C.     Pianos  take  first-class  rate  and 
claim  was  presented  for  the  difference  of  15c  per  cwt.,  which 
was  promptly  paid,  the  overcharge  being  the  result  of  clerical 
error. 


Subject :     Overcharge. 

Martin  Pickling  Company, 
against 
Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company, 
Great  Northern  Railway  Company. 
Complainant  operates  a  pickling  plant  at  Huntley,  Montana, 
and  complained  of  the  freight  charges    assessed    on  a  car    of 
pickles  shipped  from  Huntley  to  Great  Falls,  via  the  Northern 
Pacific  and  Great  Northern  Railways. 

Upon  investigation  it  was  found  that  actuail  net  weight  at 
less  than  carload  rates  made  lower  charges  t'han  the  carload 
rate,  using  minimum  36,000  pounds.  Claim  was  presented  on 
the  grounds  that  the  charges  on  a  carload  shipment  could  not 
exceed  the  less  carload  charges  using  actual  weight,  and  ac- 
cordingly refund  of  the  overcharge  in  the  sum  of  $26.20  was 
made. 
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Subject:     Overcharge. 

H.  H.  Keyes 
vs. 
Great  Northern  Railway  Comipany,  et  al. 
Complainant  'caused    to  ibe    shipped    from    White    Sulphur 
Springs  to  Great  Falls,  via  White  Sulphur  Springs  &  Yellow- 
stone Park,  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul,  and  Great  Northern 
Railways,  a  quantity  of  household  goods;  later  the  shipment 
was  rebilled  from  Great  Falls  to  Helena.     The  goods  were  not 
released  to  valuatio-n  of  $10.00  per  owt.,  and  were,  therefore, 
billed  at  ifirstnclass  rate.     Shipper  was  not  aware  that  a  lower 
rate  could  be  dbtained  by  limiting  the  valuation,  nor  did  the 
agent  at  point  of  origin  inform  him  oi  this  fact,  which  it  was 
the  agent's  duty  to  do.     Accordingly  claim  was  presented  for 
the  ^difference  between  the  first-iclass  rate  and  the  released  valu- 
ation rate,  which  was  paid  in  full. 

Subject :     Overcharge. 

J.  M.  Morgan, 

vs. 

Great  Northern  Railway  Company,  et  al. 

Complainant  made  a  shipment  of  household  goods  ou  July 

28th,  1913,  from  Conrad,  Montana,  to  Atkinson,  Nebraska,  and 

complained  of  the  charges  assessed  thereon. 

The  investigation  developed  that  no  routing  was  specified  on 
bill  of  lading,  and  consequently  the  position  was  taken  that 
shipper  was  entitled  to  the  lowest  combination  of  rates.  Using 
the  rates  based  on  O'Neill,  Nebraska,  the  charges  on  this  ship- 
ment figure  $99.96,  while  the  charges  as  paid  were  $119.15; 
accordingly  refund  of  the  overcharge  was  made. 


ICING  CHARGES. 

The  Great  Northern  Railway  Company  submitted  to  the 
Comimission  for  its  approval.  Supplement  No.  16  to  GFO  No. 
23230,  rules,  regulations  and  general  instructions,  which  sup- 
plement advanced  the  minimum  charge  for  icing  refrigerators 
from  $20.00  to-  $25.00  per  car. 

The  supplement  was  withheld  by  the  Commission  pending 
an  investigation  by  which  we  find  that  the  basis  of  icing 
charges  is  $5.00  iper  car,  and  that  cars  ordinarily  contain  five 
tons  of  ice.    At  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  however,  it  appears 
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■that  it  is  not  necessary  to  ice  to  full  capacity ;  and  again  cars 
are  sometimes  received  with  the  bunkers  one-fo'urth  or  peir- 
'halps  one-third  full  of  ice,  and  iif  these  cars  are  reloaded  prompt- 
ly they  will  not  require  fhe  full  five  tons,  and  should  be  charged 
onily  for  the  amount  furnished.  Atocordingly 'the  Commission 
declined  to  authorize  the  advance  herein  referred  to. 


Subject:     Overcharge. 

H.  A.  Ley  ton, 

vs. 

■Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company, 

Northern   Pacific   Railway   Coimpany. 

Comtp'lainant  shipped  one  buggy  from  Alder,  Alont.  to  Hilger, 

Montana,  om  which  freight  charges  were  assessed  and  paid  in 

the  suim  of  $16.68.     Upon  investigation  it  was  found  that  the 

correct  through  rate  was  $2.10  Iper  cwt.,  making  cliarges  $10.08, 

with  transfer  charge  of  50c  at  Butte.     Accordingly  claim  was 

presented  and  paid  for  the  amount  of  overcharge. 


Subject:     Flour,  Grain,  Etc. 
Bozeman   Milling  Company, 

against 
Great  Northern  Railway  Co. 
Comiplainant  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  and  shipping  of 
flour  and  other  mill  products  from  Bozeman  to  vtarious  points 
in  Montana,  and  coiryplained  that  the  Great  Northern  Railway 
Company  did  not  publish  Class  "D"  rates  applying  on  these 
(products  where  the  same  would  make  a  lower  rate  than  the 
Montana  imileage  distance  scale  approved  by  this  Commission, 
which  in  some  instances  is  higher  and  some  lower  than  Class 
"D."  ; 

The  Northern  Pacific  and  C.  M.  &  St.  P.  railway  companies 
had  already  provided  for  Class  "D"  when  same  would  make 
a  lower  rate,  and  at  the  request  of  the  Commission  the  Great 
Northern  Railway  Company  published  this  classification,  be- 
coming effective  October  5th,  1914. 
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Subject:     Overcharge,  Demurrage. 

Kim^pel  Implement  &  Hardware  Co. 

against 
Greait  Northern  Railway  Company. 
Comiplainant  caused  to  be  shipped  from  Rockford,  111.,  to 
Hjingiham,  M'ont.,  one  icar  of  agricultural  implements  on  which 
demurrage  was  assessed  and  (paid  at  destination  in  the  sum  of 
$40.00.  Overcharge  was  claimed,  ^amd  it  was  found  that  the 
correct  charges  amounted  to  $19.00,  the  agent  at  destination 
having  erroneously  calculated  the  number  of  days  and  rate  per 
day.     Accordingly   refund   was   made   of   the    overcharge. 


Subject :     Overcharge. 

C.  F.  Knotts, 
against 
Great  Northern  Ry.  Co. 
Oomiplainant  caused  ibo  be  shipped  from  Butte  to  Big  Sandy, 
Montana,  one  buggy  and  parts;  also  one  set  of  harness;   on 
which  he  paid  charges  in  the  sum  of  $12.99.    The  buggy  proper 
was  crated  when  idelivered  for  shipment  but  arrived  at  desti- 
nation without  a  crate,  amid  charges  were  increased  on  basis  of 
"not  crated." 

The  correct  charges  were  found  to  ibe  $6.20;  claim  was  pre- 
sented and  refund  imade  oi  the  overcharge. 


Subject:     Overcharge. 

J.  S.  Milligan, 


agamsit 


Great  Northern  Railway  Co. 

Complainant  caused  to  be  shipped  from  Waitsburg,  Wash.,  to 
Havre,  Mont.,  one  car  of  emigrant  movables  upon  which  he 
paid  $297.15. 

The  shipment  weighed  37,150  lbs.,  and  the  correct  rate  was 
found  to  (be,  Waitsburg  to  Pasco,  20c,  and  45c  beyond,  making 
charges  $241.47. 

Refund  was  made  of  the  overcharge,  amounting  to  $55.68. 
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Subject :     Alleged  Overcharge. 

Charles  Livingston, 

against 

N'arthern   Pacific   Railway   Company, 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co. 

Complainant  imade   a    shipment    of    household    goods    from 

Beadh,  N.  D.,  to  Hilger,  Mont.,  and  claimed  that  he  had  (been 

grossly  overclharged,  upon  investigation  it  was  found  that  the 

shipmient,  originally  'billed  at  1720  lbs.,  actually  weighed  3200 

lbs.,  on  which  latter  weight  freight  charges  had  been  assessed, 

and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  there  was  an  undercharge    of    a  few 

cents. 


Subject:     Overcharge. 

E.  H.  Walter, 
against 
Great  Northern  Ry.  Co. 
Complainant  is  a  piano  salesman,  and  complained  of  freight 
charges  on  three  pianos,  two  oi  which  were  shipped  from  Moc- 
casin, the  other  from  Windham,  all  iconsigned  to  Hobson,  Mon- 
tana. 

It  was  found  upon  investigation  that  there  was  a  slight  over- 
loharge,  which  was  refunded. 


RATES  ON  SALT— INTERSTATE. 

The  attention  of  the  Commission  was  called  to  the  through 
rates  on  salt,  carloads,  fro^m  points  in  Utah  to  stations  on  line 
of  the  Great  Northern  railway  in  Montana,  alleged  to  be  ex- 
cessive and  unreasonable  in  view  of  the  rates  from  eastern 
terminals  to  same  points  of  destination. 

The  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  Oregon  Short  Line  and 
the  Great  Northern  railway,  with  the  result  that  rates  were 
established  from  the  salt  fields  of  Utah  to  Butte,  and  from 
B'utte  tOi  all  stations  on  the  Great  Northern  railway  in  Mon- 
tana, the  comibinalion  of  which  effected  a  reduction  of  17  per 
cent. 
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Subject :     Overcharge. 

F.  W.  Stine, 

againist 

Great  Northern  Railway  Comipany. 

Complainant   caused    to    be    shipped    from     Crawfordsville, 

Indiana,  to  Malta,  Montana,  one  buggy  and  parts,  on  which 

charges  were  assessed  and  ipaid  in  the  sum  of  $25.32.     Over- 

iclhartge  was  alleged. 

It  was  found  ithat  the  lowest  combination  of  rates  based  on 
St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  made  the  charges  $18.90.  Accordingly 
claim  was  presented  and  refund  made  of  the  overcharge. 


PART  III 

Train  Accidents  and  Personal  Injuries 
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TRAIN  ACCIDENTS  AND  PERSONAL  INJURIES. 

During  the  past  year,  the  Connmission  (has  been  notified  of 
and  has  investigated  either  on  the  ground  at  the  stcene  of  the 
accident,  when  practicable  to  do  so,  or  from  teistiimony  of  wit- 
nesses, depending  upon  the  nature  O'f  the  casualty,  the  follow- 
ing train  accidents,  involving  loss  of  life  or  personal  injury  to 
the  extent  that  the  services  of  a  (physician  were  required,  in 
accordance  with  Section  i6-a,  Ohapter  37,  Laws  of  1907: 

OCTOBER   1ST,    1913,   TO   SEMPTEMBER  30TH,   1914. 

Employes  Other  than  Employes 

Road  Killed  Injured  Killed        Injured 

Northern  Pacific  Ry 1  161  28  81 

Great  Northern  Ry 12  169  25  75 

C.  M.  &  St.  P.  Ry 4  132  6  45 

B.,  A.  &  P.  Ry 17  4  13 

O.   S.  L.   R.  R ...  5  4 

C.   B.   &  Q.   R.   R 1  1  3 

Montana  Western   Rv 

M.  W.   &  S.   R.  R 2 

Gilmore  &  Pitts.  R.  R 

W.   S.   S.    &  T.   P.  Ry 

Big   Blackfoot   Ry ..  ...  ••  1 

Gallatin    Valley    Ry •  • .  •  •                2 

Total   17  482  69  224 

A  ibrief  review  of  the  more  iiniiportant  accidents  follows : 

Great  Northern  Railv^ray — Montana  Division.  ' 

Easitbound  passenger  train  No.  2  collided  with  light  engine 
No.  135  at  7:04  A.  M.,  Oct.  13th,  1914,  in  Glasgow  yards,  caus- 
ing injury  to  two  passengers  and  two  employes. 

Train  No.  2  is  due  at  Glasgow  7  :o5  A.  M.,  and  on  the  morn- 
ing in  question  was  running  right  on  time.  The  engineer  on 
engine  No.  135  was  aware  that  train  two  was  due  when  brake- 
mian  threw  the  switch  and  gave  him  a  signal  to  come  ahead, 
ibut  took  it  for  granted  that  two  must  be  too  late.  The  weather 
was  foggy  at  the  timie  and  obstructed  the  view.  When  the 
danger  was  discovered,  it  was  too-  late  to  avoiid  a  collision. 

It  is  entirely  likely  that  under  normal  weather  conditions  the 
accid'ent  would  not  have  happened,  even  though  engine  No.  135 
was  occupying  the  main  line  on  the  time  of  a  first-class  train, 
without  p,rotection;. 

The  brakeman  who  threw  the  main  'line  switch  and  gave  the 
signal  had  no  information  that  two  was  late,  and  it  is  not  ex- 
plained why  he  made  this  move.  Apparently  he  overlooked 
train  No.  2. 


164  SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

Butte,  Anaconda  &  Pacific  Railway. 

At  8:56  A.  M.,  December  6th,  1913,  Chicago,  Milwaukee  & 
St.  Paul  switc'h  engine  No.  1265  collided  with  Butte,  Anaconda 
&  Pacific  railway  passenger  train  Nio.  2,  at  Colorado  Junction, 
resulting  in  injury  to  five  tpassengers  and  three  employes,  ap- 
parently none  serious. 

B.  A.  &  P.  train  No.  2  (electric)  was  on  time.  The  switch 
engine  was  ibaoking  up  intending  to  stop  at  the  cross-over  so 
as  'to  'dear  the  B.  A.  &  P.  main  line.  Engineer  claims  that  when 
he  applied  his  brakes  the  wheels  skidded  on  the  slippery  rail 
fouling  the  switch,  when  train  No.  2  was  too  close  to  stop.  The 
view  at  this  point  is  obstructed  by  a  deep  cut  and  heavy  curva- 
ture. 


Great  Northern  Railway — Kalispell   Division. 

Bastlbounid  passenger  train  No.  four  collided  with  westbound 
work  exitra  No.  1433  one  and  three-quarter  miles  west  of  Rondo 
at  7:30  A.  M.,  Ott.  31st,  1913,  killing  two  ipersons  and  injuring 
22  others.  Railway  Company's  property  damaged  or  destroyed 
to  the  extent  of  $6,980.00. 

Work  extra  No.  1433  left  Rexford  at  7:20  A.  ^1..  under  pro- 
tection of  a  flagman  who  'had  gone  to  Stonehill  oi  passenger 
train  No.  43,  sutpiposedly  with  instructions  to  "hold  evc.y thing" 
until  the  work  train  arrived.  The  conductor's  instructions  to 
his  flagman  were  verbal,  resulting  in  a  misunderstanding 
whereby  be,  the  flagman,  states  that  he  'supposed  he  was  to 
hold  everything  except  first  class  trains.  No.  43  met  No.  four 
at  Stonehill,  but  the  latter  was  not  flagged,  consequently  it 
■proceeded  east  and  collided  with  the  work  train  as  stated  above. 


Great  Northern  Railway  Company — Butte  Division. 
Eastbound  freight  train  No.  434  consisting  of  39  cars  loaded 
with  ore,  engine  No.  1829  on  the  head  end  and  engine  No.  1802 
on  the  rear,  just  ahead  of  the  caboose,  ran  away  on  the  east 
slope  of  Butte  Mountain,  December  6th,  1913,  killing  one  brake- 
man  and  a  trespasser,  whose  name  is  unknown,  seriously  in- 
juring the  engineer  and  fireman  of  the  leading  engine,  and  re- 
sulting in  destruction  and  damage  to  railway  company's  prop- 
erty, estimated  at  $27,560.00.  The  entire  train  was  derailed 
wiitli  the  exception  of  engine  Nb.  1829  and  the  first  four  cars, 
excepting  also  the  caboose,  which  was  "cut-off"  and  stopped 
iby  the  use  of  hand  brakes. 
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'When  this  train  calne  out  of  the  tunnel  at  the  sum/mit  of 
Butte  Mountain,  (the  grade  crowning-  in  the  tunnel),  it  was 
making  a  speed  between  25  and  30  miles  per  hour.  All  cars 
an  the  train  were  equipped  with  air  brakes,  and  the  engine  on 
the  rear  was  "cut-in"  on  train  line.  The  leading  engine  made 
repeated  applications  of  the  air,  assisted  by  the  engine  on  the 
rear  in  "recharging,"  but  the  speed  ,'increased  until  it  had 
reac'he'd  a  velocity  of  about  60  miles  per  'hour  on  a  2.2  per  cent 
grade,  wihen  it  derailed  as  stated  above.  The  head  brakeman 
set  the  hand  ibrakes  on  the  first  four  or  ifive  oars  back  of  the 
engine,  and  after  the  ibalance  of  the  train  went  in  the  ditch,  the 
head  end  stopped  near  thie  bottoim  of  the  hill.  This  brakeman, 
however,  had  gone  back  to  about  the  seventh  car  and  was  killed 
when  the  train  left  the  track.  The  engineer  and  fireman  on  the 
head  end  "jumiped"  leaving  the  engine  in  the  reverse  position. 
Enginemen  and  trainmen  on  the  rear  were  in  the  caboose  and 
were  uninjured. 

The  invest igation  lindioates  that  a  car  to  icar  inspection  was 
made  by  the  car  ioreman  at  Woodville,  and  that  all  brakes  in 
the  train  were  operating  with  a  ipiston  trave^l  of  from  five  to 
seven  inches.  There  was  no  inspection  made,  'however,  at  the 
top  of  the  thill,  and  it  will  never  be  ibnown  whether  this  failure 
of  the  air  (bra'kes  was  due  to  a  turned  angle^cook  or  to  some 
other  icause.  It  lis  possiible  that  the  air  was  "frozen  up"  back 
of  the  leading  engine.  Then  again,  the  practice  of  the  "helper" 
engine  being  to  cut  in  on  train  line,  is  thought  by  many  me- 
chanical departmient  officials  and  exiperienced  engineers  in 
mountain  service,  to  be  dangero'us,  for  the  reason  that  the  sec- 
ond engine  is  liable  to  release  the  brakes  while  the  train  engine 
is  endeavoring  to  apply  them ;  in  other  words, — ^tw^o  forces,  one 
working  opposite  tO'  the  other,  which  it  will  be  readily  under- 
stood, might  be  responsible  for  inability  to  control  the  train 
or  reduce  its  speed  on  a  descending  (mountain  grade. 


Great  Northern  Railway — Kalispell   Division, 
At  12:37  P.  M.,   Decemlber  loth,   1913,  westbound  train   No. 

2^,  (the  fast  mail)  collided  with  rear  end  of  westbound  freight 

train  No.  435  at  the  east  switch  at  Tobacco,  Montana,  resulting 

in  injury  to  three  em^ployees. 

The   investigation   developed   that   a   work   train    at  Tobacco 

had  a  ilagman  east  protecting  against  fr2ight  train  No.  435,  and 
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the  latter  in  turn  dropped  off  a  flagTman  against  mail  train  No. 
27.  W3ien  the  work  train  was  into  clear,  flagman  was  whistled 
in,  ibut  No.  435's  flagman  mistook  this  signal  as  calling  him 
back,  hence  when  No.  2.J  showed  tup  it  was  given  a  come-ahead 
signail,  with  the  result  that  it  collided  with  the  rear  of  train 
No.  435,  Which  was  (partially  in  on  the  passing  track,  and  mov- 
ing at  the  time  of  the  accident. 

This  accident  wais  the  result  of  mistaken  signals,  and  it  can 
be  readily  understood  how  this  might  happen.  If,  however, 
trains  were  being  operated  in  a  positive  block,  there  would  not 
ibe  the  opportunity  for  casualties  of  this  nature. 


Northern  Pacific  Railway — Rocky  Mountain  Division. 

Engine  No.  3002,  running  light,  westbound,  collided  with 
eastbound  passenger  train  No.  42,  one-quarter  mile  west  of 
Khors,  ait  9:13  P.  M.,  April  21st,  1914.  Fortunately  there  was 
but  O'ue  passenger  slightly  injured,  and  wiithout  serious  dam- 
age to  equipment. 

Train  No.  42  is  due  at  K^hors  at  9:02  P.  M.,  and  was  running 
12  minutes  late  on  its  schedule.  Engine  No.  3002  arrived  ait 
Khors  at  8:38  P.  M.,  and  took  siding  to  meet  eastbound  pass- 
enger trains  No.  2  and  42.  The  investigation  developed  that 
after  getting  into  clear  at  Khors,  the  engineer  had  some  work 
to  do  ou  a  hot  driving  box,  which  made  it  necessary  for  him 
to  go  under  the  engine,  and  that  he  told  the  firemen  they  had 
to  meet  two  trains  there,  and  to  look  out  for  them.  While  the 
engineer  was  so  engaged,  some  trains  passed  and  when  he  had 
finished  his  work  the  fireman  told  him  they  had  both  gone,  and 
accordingly  he  told  the  fireman  to  open  the  switch.  After  pro- 
ceeding a  very  short  distance  he  states  that  he  saw  an  electric 
headlight  but  supposed  it  was  on  the  C.  M.  &  St.  P.  Ry.  When 
he  discovered  that  it  was  Northern  Pacific  he  reversed  and 
started  to  back  up.  This,  no  doubt,  accounts  for  the  slight  dam- 
age to  equipment  and  absence  of  personal  injuries. 

At  Khors,  the  Northern  Pacific  and  Milwaukee  run  parallel 
close  together.  Train  No.  2  passed  Khors  at  9:02  P.  M.,  and 
C.  M.  &  St.  P.  No.  15  at  9:05.  Evidently  this  is  what  confused 
the  fireman,  as  he  was  not  familiar  with  that  part  of  the  road, 
and  did  not  know  that  the  two  lines  were  so  close  together. 

The  Commission  has,  in  all  oi  its  investigations  of  accidents 
of  this  kind,  recommended  as  the  only  effective  remedy,  the  in- 
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stailation  of  electric  autoimatiic  block  signals,  which  would 
without  question  ^have  averted  this  acciderit.  Notwithstanding 
that  it  was  not  attended  with  serioius  results,  it  might  have 
been. 


Great  Northern  Railway — Butte  Division. 

Train  No.  433  (fast  freight),  collided  with  the  rear  end  of 
local  freight  train  No.  675  at  i  :55  P.  M.,  May  19th,  1914,  while 
the  Hatter  was  standing  still  between  switches  at  the  station  of 
Loma.  The  firemain  on  train  No.  675  was  killed ;  no  other  per- 
sonal injuries.  Railway  company's  property  daanaged  and  de- 
stroyed to  the  extent  of  $3,150.00. 

The  local  train  was  standing  at  the  platform  unloading 
freight  when  the  icollision  occurred.  Train  No.  433  is  due  at 
Loma  at  12  .•20  P.  M.,  and  our  investigation  dievdlopis  that  train 
No.  675  was  not  protected  by  flagman,  niotwithstanding  that 
it  was  occupying  the  main  line  on  the  time  of  a  superior  train. 
There  was  no  "time  out"  on  No.  433,  and  the  inferior  train  had 
no  right  to  the  main  line  after  12:15  P.  M.,  without  being  fully 
protected. 

The  collision  occurred  on  a  cucve  of  about  10  degrees,  which 
obstructed  the  view,  and  this  Comimission  reiterates  its  conclu- 
ision  that  accidents  of  this  kind  will  continue  to  happen  until 
the  movement  is  protected  by  autoimatic  block  signals. 


Northern  Pacific  Railway — Rocky  Mountain  Division. 

At  11:40  A.  M.,  May  30th,  1914,  passenger  train  No.  263 
struck  a  buggy  containing  five  persons  on  public  crossing, 
about  two  miles  west  of  Missonla,  killing  two  and  injuring  the 
otheir  three  occupants.  Investigation  of  the  accident  discloses 
the  following: 

This  accident  occurred  on  double  track,  it  being  Decoration 
Day,  a  special  three  car  train  was  running  back  and  forth  be- 
tween the  passenger  depot  in  Missoula  and  what  is  known  as 
the  cemetery  crossiing,  about  two  miles  west.  This  special  train 
had  the  exclusive  use  of  the  westbound  main  line,  and  all  other 
trains  had  orders  to  use  the  eastbound  track. 

The  special  had  gone  out  to  the  cemetery  to  bring  the  people 
home,  and  had  stopped  directly  east  of  the  crossing  referred  to. 
The  peopile  were  boarding  the  train  when  No.  263,  a  local  pass- 
enger train  going  west  on  the  eastbound  track,   whistled  for 
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the  crossing,  and  it  slowed  down  until  the  engineer  saw  that 
the  itraick  wias  clear,  when  he  comimenced  to  work  steam.  The 
view  was  siomiewlhat  obstruioted  by  the  special  standing  close  to 
tJhe  lorossing,  a-nd  apparently  the  iman  driving  did  not  observe 
the  approach  of  the  second  train,  as  he  Avas  evidently  looking 
out  for  the  people  who  iwere  on  the  crossing,  and  drove  in  front 
of  the  special  engine  directly  onto  the  track  wihere  the  aiccident 
occurred. 

Investigiation  isihows  that  the  (bell  was  ringing  and  that  the 
whistle  had  been  frequently  sounded,  before  this  crosising  was 
reached,  but  unfortunately  none  of  the  party  in  the  rig  seems 
to  have  either  hearid  or  seen  it. 


I 


PART  IV 

Public  Service  Commission 
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BEFORE  THE  PUBLIC  SERVICE  COMMISSION  OF 

MONTANA. 


UPON  THE  INITML  MOTION  OF  THE  COM'MISSION 


against 


THE  MONTANA  POWER    COMPANY   and    Its    Subsidiary 
Companies. 

Docket  No.  407. 


IN  THE  MATTER  OF  Alleged  Excessive  and  Unreasonable 
Rates  Charged  for  Electric  Service. 


HEARINGS,  November  13,  1913  and 

November  28,  1913. 
DECIDED,  November  29,  1913. 


REPORT  AND  ORDER  OF  THE  COMMISSION. 


No.  77. 
It  appearing  to  the  Commission  from  the  schedules  filed  with 
it  'by  the  defendant  that  the  rates,  rules  and  regulations  now  in 
effect  for  the  furnishing  of  electric  current  for  lighting,  power 
and  miscellaneous  purposes  at  points  throughout  the  state 
where  defendant  operates,  are  excessive  and  unreasonable,  no- 
tice was  issued  under  date  of  October  27th,  1913,  setting  forth 
■the  Comfmission's  determination  to  investigate  by  formal  action 
the  matters  and  things  involved  herein,  and  permitting  the  de- 
fendant tO'  submit,  if  so  desired,  not  later  than  twenty  days 
from  the  date  thereof,  other  schedules  of  rates,  rules  and  regu- 
lations in  lieu  of  those  now  in  effect. 

Hearing    was    regularly   called    to    order    in    the    offices    of    the    Commission 
at    10   o'clock   A.    M.,    November    loth,    1913. 

REPRESENTED: 

Defendant By  L.    O.   Evans,    Counsel. 

COMMISSIONERS: 
Boyle, 
Morley, 
Hall. 

Counsel  for  the  defendant  immediately  stated  the  position  of 
the  companies  which  he  reipresented,  as  not  being  prepared  at 
this  time  to  place  before  the  Commission  the  testimony  neces- 
sary to  show  ithat  the  rates,  rules,  etc.,  oi  defendant  were  rea- 
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sonalble  and  not  excessive  for  the  service  rendered,  and  asked 
for  a  continiuation  of  tthe  hea'riin'g  for  six  monthis  in  order  to 
(penmit  of  the  icom/pletion  of  physical  valuations  which  ihad  been 
cominreniced  some  'three  months  prior  and  Which  coiuld  not  pos- 
sibly he  'concluded  in  less  tim'C  than  the  extension  asked  for. 

The  motion  was  taken  under  advisement  by  the  Board  and 
at  the  afternoon  session,  same  date,  a  continuance  until  Novemi- 
(ber  28th  was  granted,  believinig-  that  without  the  physical  valu- 
ati'on  of  defendant's  properties  the  Comimission  was  in  (posses- 
sion of  sufficient  infanmation,  facts  and  figures  upon  which  to 
base  an  order  in  this  case. 

Aiccordinigtly,  the  hearing-  was  resumed  at  2  o'clock  P.  M., 
Novem'ber  28th,  1913,  and  a  continuation  until  10  o'clock  A.  M., 
November  29th,  granted  upon  request  of  icounsel  for  the  defen- 
dant, owing  to  the  absence  of  certain  important  witnesses. 

Since  adjournment  of  the  hearing  two  iweeks  ago,  the  Com- 
mission's engineer  and  accountant  have  industriously  gone 
through,  as  far  as  ipossiible,  thie  (books  and  records  of  the  Mon- 
tana Power  Company  and  subsidiary  companies  at  Butte,  and 
ihave  returned  to  the  Commission  certain  of  the  data  there  ob- 
tained. It  'has,  of  co'urse.  been  imipossible  for  the  Commission's 
staff,  iwitihin  the  limlited  time,  to  present  these  data  in  the  form 
of  a  concise  or  formal  report,  and  for  the  same  reason  the  Com- 
mission is  unable  to  here  state  in  'detail  the  data  and  figures 
which  it  has  found  'helpful  in  arriving  at  its  conclusioms.  It  is 
enough  to  isay  that  from  all  of  the  data  and  information  which 
the  Comimission  'has  been  alble  to  dbtain,  and  including  that 
acquired  in  the  investigation  over  rates  in  the  city  of  Helena, 
tlie  Commission  is  confirmed  in  its  opinion  expressed  at  the 
former  session  'of  this  hearing,  that  certain  adjustments  and  re- 
ductions s'houkl  now  be  made  in  certain  of  the  schedules  of  the 
Montana  Powder  'Comipany  and  subsidiaries. 

Comparisons  with  the  faots  brought  out  in  the  Helena  imat- 
ter,  and  the  conclusions  'of  the  Comimission  based  thereon,  we 
think  are  favorable  to  the  Montana  Power  Comipany,  because 
it  is  obviouis,  and  it  was  so  stated  by  the  company's  representa- 
tives at  the  former  bearinig,  that  certain  substantial  economies 
'have  resulted  from  the  consoilidation  of  the  operation  of  fhe 
plants  of  the  various  towns  under  the  single  management  of 
the  Montana  Power  Company. 

From  the  records  of  investigations  by  other  public  service 
commissions  it  lis  shown  that  it  does  not  follow  that  the  earn- 
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ing!S  of  the  Po'wer  Company  will  be  decreased  proportional  to 
t'he  reduictioin  olf  the  rates  or  proportional  to  the  benefit  that 
will  result  by  the  reduction  to  the  consumers.  In  other  words, 
we  are  of  the  opinion  thait  the  reduced  rates  will  result  in  some 
imarease  in  the  amount  of  business  done. 

The  Commission  has  determined  upon  revised  schedules  of 
certain  rates  in  the  various  cities  iaind  coimimiunities  supplied  b}^ 
t'he  Mointana  Power  Company,  and  the  other  companies  which 
have  appeared  at  this  hearing,  and  these  schedules  have  been 
filed  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Commission. 

The  Comimission  'has  had  particuilar  difficulty  in  arriving  at  a 
rate  in  the  city  of  Conrad  because  of  the  fact  that  that  com- 
munity is  supplied  (by  a  steam  plant  of  small  capacity,  which, 
of  course,  involves  much  larger  expense  than  the  furnishing  of 
a  similar  service  fro^m  water  power  developiment,  but  has  come 
to  the  'conclusioin  that  a  reduction  in  rates  is  also  justified  in 
the  case  of  that  ci'ty,  although  it  cannot  be  put  upon  the  same 
plane  as  the  other  towns  and  cities. 

Ais  stated  by  the  Commission  at  the  former  session  of  this 
hearing,  the  economies  effected  by  the  Montana  Power  Com- 
paoy,  by  its  consolidated  imanagement  and  oither  factors,  prob- 
ably places  that  company  in  a  different  sittDation  t'hat  is  pre- 
sented by  samie  of  the  cities  or  towns  which  are  served  by  in- 
dependent or  separate  plants,  and  'therefore  this  decision  is  not 
inltended  to  serve  as  a  controlling  precedent  in  .any  hearings 
that  may  (be  had  affecting  such  other  towns. 

We  think  that  the  rates  now  adopted  by  the  Commission 
will  give  the  Montana  Po'wer  Coimipany  and  its  subsidiary  com- 
panies fair  returns,  but  as  has  been  said  by  other  public  service 
comimissions,  and  as  was  said  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  to  the  Consolidated  /  Gas  company,  in  the  case 
of  Wilcox  vs.  Gas  Company,  212  U.  S.,  page  54,  cited  to  the 
Commission  in  the  Helena  hearing,  it  is  possible,  however,  that 
a  practical  experience  by  actual  operation  for  a  reasonable  time, 
under  these  rates,  may  show  that  the  companies  cannot,  under 
them,  earn  such  fair  returns,  and  in  that  event,  the  Commission 
will  be  open  to  conviction. 

We  regard  the  present  rates  as  unreasonably  burdensome  to 
the  people,  and  think  that  because  of  the  fact  that  the  winter 
months,  when  the  rates  are  particularly  felt,  are  upon  us,  that 
the  consumers  should  now  be  given   the  benefit  of    whatever 
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doubt  there  may  be  on  that  score.  By  the  time  that  the  com- 
panies have  given  the  new  rates  a  fair  triad,  it  is  prdbable  that 
ihey  will  have  the  physical  inventories,  appraisements  and  valu- 
ations of  their  plants,  their  cost  analyses,  and  all  the  data  show- 
ino-  their  operations,  and  particularly  the  effect  of  the  consoli- 
dation of  their  operations,  and  therefore  the  said  rates  are  put 
into  effect  subject  to  the  right  of  the  Power  Company  and  its 
subsidiaries,  if  they  desire,  to  appear  before  the  Commission  at 
any  time  within  one  year  and  show  the  unreasonableness  or 
unfairness  of  the  rates,  or  any  of  them,  now  adopted.  Upon 
any  such  hearing,  however,  the  burden  of  showing  such  unrea- 
'sonafbleness  shall  ibe  upon  the  Power  and  Lighting  Companies. 
Exicept  as  to  the  changes  made  in  the  rates  by  the  schedules 
prepared  iby  the  Coimtoission  and  filed  with  the  Secretary,  the 
rates,  irules  and  regulations  of  the  Montana  Power  Coimpany 
and  its  su»bsidiary  companies.  Which  'have  appeared  at  this  hear- 
ing, as  heretofore  filed  with  this  Commissiom,  shail  remain  in 
effect. 

Order. 

This  case  being  at  issue  upon  the  initial  imotion  of  the  Com- 
mission, and  a  sufficient  investigation  of  the  imatters  and  things 
involved  'having  been  had,  and  the  Comniission  having  on  the 
date  hereof  imade  its  report,  containing  its  findings  of  fact  and 
conclusions  thereon,  which  said  report  is  attached  hereto  and 
made  a  part  'hereof, 

IT  IS  ORDERED  That  the  schedule  of  rates,  rules  and  reg- 
ulations attached  hereto  and  made  a  part  of  this  O'rder  shall 
become  effective  on  'the  first  day  of  December,  19 13,  and  shall 
so  remain  in  effect  until  the  further  order  or  approval  of  this 
Commission. 

The  Secretary  is  directed  to  serve  upon  the  defendant  a  true 
and  certified  copy  of  this  Report  and  Order. 

PUBLIC  SERVICE  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA. 

R.  F.  MicLAREN,  Secretary. 
Helena,  Montana,  Dec.   ist,   191 3. 

Rates,  Rules  and  Regulations  prescribed  Iby  the  Public  Serv- 
ice Commission  of  Montana,  to  be  effective  from  and  after  the 
1st  day  of  December,   1913,  for  Conrad,  Montana. 
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SCHEDULE  "A"  GENERATE  RATE. 

First     50    kilowatt-hours    used    per    month    @    15c    per  kilowatt-hour. 

Next     50    kilowatt-hours   used   per   month    @    14c   per  kilowatt-hour. 

Next    100   kilowatt-hours   used   per   month    @    13c   per  kilowatt-hour. 

Next   300   kilowatt-hours   used   per   month    @    10c   per  kilowatt-hour. 

Next    500    kilowatt-hours    used    per    month    @  8c    per  kilowatt-hour. 

Next  1000  kilowatt-hours   used   per  month   @     6c  per  kilowatt-hour. 

Additional    kilowatt-hours    used    per    month    @  4c  per  kilowatt-hour. 

The   above   is    subject   to    a   discount   of   5%    if   paid    at  the    Company's    of- 
fice  within   ten   days   from   date   of   bill. 
Monthly  minimum  charge   $1.50  net. 

SCHEDULE  "B"  FLAT  RATE  LIGHTING— NET. 

Applicable  only  to  window  and   exterior  lighting. 

Including  Renewals: 

Carbon  Midnight                                       All  Night 

2  c.  p.  $  .18  $  .30 

4  c.  p.  .30  .45 

10  0.  p.  .60  .95 

16  c.  p.  .90  1.40 

32  c.  p.  1.80  2.80 

40,   60  and  100  watt  lamps  figured  the  same  as  10,    16  and  32   c.  p.    carbon 
lamps    respectively. 

Mazda  Midnight  All  Night 

5  watt  $  .15  $  .25 
Without   Renewals: 

Mazda  Midnight  All  Night 

40  watt  ?  .60  $     .95 

60  watt  .90  1.40 

100  watt  1.60  2.15 

150  watt  2.35  3.60 

250  watt  3.95  6.00 

400  watt  6.30  9.60 

500  watt  7.90  12.00 

Sig"ns,  outline  and  other  exiterior  lig'htinig,  not  on  flat  rates, 
may  ibe  wired  for  a  separate  meter,  with  a  aninimuim  charge  of 
not  less  than  $1.50,  and  if  the  nuim'ber  of  lamps  or  sockets  ex- 
ceed 30,  the  monthly  payment  shall  not  be  less  than  a  sum 
equal  to  5c  for  each  lamp  or  socket.  Kilowatt-hour  charge 
Schedule  "A." 

This  rate  is  for  yearly  contracts. 

SCHEDULE  "C"  ARC  LIGHTING  RATES. 
Constant  Potential  Arcs — On  Meter: 

Sdhedule  "A"  Rates  apply.     Monthly  minimum  charge  $4.00. 

Constant  Potential  Arcs — Flat  Rates: 

Mi.  night  service,  $15.00;  Midnight  iservice,  $12.00;  Ten 
o'otook  Service,  $10.00  per  month. 

SCHEDULE  "D"   POWER   RATES. 

7c  'per  kilowatt-hour  net.  Monthly  minimum  charge  $5.00 
p«r  horse  power  on  (maximum  demand- 
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Rates,  Rules  an'd  Reigulations  pTescribed  by  the  Public  Service 
Coiniimi'ssion  of  Montaina  to  foe  effective  from  and  after  the  ist 
day  of  December,  1913,  for  the  following  towns  and  commiuii- 
ities: 

Alder  Moccasin 

Belgrade  Moore 

Belt  Park   City 

Big    Sandy  Radersburg 

Big    Timber  Sand   Coulee 

Boulder  Sheridan 

Cascade  Stanford 

Clancy  Stockett 

Columbus  Thompson    Falls 

Gregson  Three    Forks 

Hobson  Townsend 

Laurel  Twin    Bridges 

Laurin  Rocker 

Manhattan  Whitehall 

SCHEDULE  "A"  GENERAL  RATE. 

First  BO  kilowatt-hours   used   per   month  @  12c   per   kilowatt-hour. 

Next  50  kilowatt-hours   used   per   month  @  lie   per   kilowatt-hour. 

Next  100  kilowatt-hours    used   per   month  @  10c   per  kilowatt-hour. 

Next  300  kilowatt-hours    used   per   month  @  8c   per  kilowatt-hour. 

Next  500  kilowatt-hours   used   per   month  @  6c   per   kilowatt-hour. 

Next  1000  kilowatt-hours   used  per   month  @  4c   per  kilowatt-hour. 

Next  5000  kilowatt-hours   used   per   month  @  3c   per  kilowatt-hour. 

Additional  kilowatt-hours   used   per   month  @  2c    per    kilowatt-hour. 

The  above  sufoject  to  a  discount  oif  5  per  cent  if  paid  at  the 
Company's  office  within  not  less  than  five  days  from  date  of 
bill. 

iMinimum  ^monthly  charge  $i.io  less  a  discount  of  loc  if  paid 
ajt  the  Company's  office  'within  not  less  than  five  days  from 
date  of  bill. 

If  the  number  of  lamps  or  sockets  connected  exceed  20,  the 
monthly  payment  shall  not  Ibe  'less  than  a  sum  equal  to  51c  for 
each  60-watt  lamp  equivalent  or  empty  socket. 

The  above  rate  includes  free  renewails,  under  the  Rules  and 
Regulations  of  the  Company,  of  all  standard  Edisoin  and  Wiest- 
imghouse  carbon  'filament  and  metalized  fila'ment  (gem)  lamps. 

The  Company  reserves  the  right  to  not  install  a  meter  when 
no  more  than  120  watts  are  comnected  for  use  from  dusk  until 
midnight  only.  The  charge  for  this  service  will  be  $1.00  per 
month  net  for  each  60  watts  installed. 
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SCHEDULE  "B"  READINESS  TO  SERVE— LONG  HOUR 

RATE. 

(Oipitional  Ra'te) 

$12.00  fixed  ic'harge  per  year  per  consuim'er,  iplus  $3.00  fixed 
dharge  per  year  per  60-watts  instated,  pluis  6c  iper  kilowaitt- 
'ho'Ur  for  all  current  used. 

One-twelfth  o<f  said  fixed  yearly  charge  payable  'with  icurremt 
consumed  each  imonth. 

Suibject  to  la  discount  of  10  per  cent  if  paid  at  the  Coimpany's 
office  within  not  less  than  five  days  from  date  of  bill. 

The  above  rate  includes  free  renewals,  under  the  Rules  and 
Regulations  of  the  Company,  of  aid  standard  Edison  and  West- 
inghouse  carbon  filaimient  and  >metalized  filament  (gem)   lamps. 

This  irate  is  for  yearly  cofutracts. 

SCHEDULE  "C"  FLAT  RATE  LIGHTING— NET. 

Applicable    only    to    window    and    exterior    lighting. 
Including-  Lamp   Renewals: 


Mazda 

10 

'  o'clock 

Midnight 

All  Night 

5  watt 

$  .07 

$  .10 

1  .15 

10  Avatt 

.12 

.16 

.28 

15  watt 

.17 

.23 

.39 

Carbon 

10 

o'clock 

Midnight 

All  Night 

2  c.  p. 

$  .15 

?  .18 

$  .30 

4  c.  p. 

.20 

.30 

.45 

10  c.  p. 

.40 

.60 

.95 

16,  c.  p. 

.60 

.90 

1.40 

32  c.  p. 

1.20 

l.SO 

2.S0 

40,    60 

and 

100 

watt  gem   lamps  figured 

the 

same  as   10, 

16   and 

32   candle 

power   carbon 

lamps,    respe' 

c-tiv 

ely. 

Without 

Lamp 

>   Renewals : 

Mazda 

10 

o'clock 

Midnight 

All  Night 

25  watt 

$  .25 

$  .32 

$  .54 

40  watt 

.40 

.51 

.87 

60  watt 

.60 

.75 

1.32 

100  watt 

1.00 

1.25 

2.20 

150  watt 

1.50 

1.88 

3.30 

250  watt 

2.50 

3.13 

5.50 

400  watt 

4.00 

5.00 

8.80 

500  watt 

5.00 

6.25 

11.00 

If  exiterior  li 

ghting 

is 

connected 

to 

the  meter 

supplying  in- 

terior  lighting,  the  minimfuim  or  fixed  charge  shall  be  increased 
5c  for  each  additional  lamp  oir  socket. 
This  rate  is  for  yearly  contracts. 

SCHEDULE  "D"  ARC  LIGHTING  RATES. 
Series  Flame  Arcs:     (TwO'  5-aimperes  each). 
Consulmer  furnisbes  and  installs  arcs. 

Midnight  Service,  $30.00.  All  Night  Service,  $40.00. 

These  rates  are  net. 


178  SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORTT 

Multiple  Flame  Arcs: 

Consuimer  furnishes  and  installs  arcs : 
M*dnigiht  Service,  $15.00.  All  Nig^ht  Service,  $20.00. 

These  rates  are  net. 
Daylight  Arcs: 

Consumer  furnishes,  installs  and  maintains  arcs. 

The  iminim:um  monthly  charge  shall  be  $2,00  per  ^month  per 
arc  on  Schedule  "A."  If  on  Schedule  "B,"  the  fixed  charge 
shaJl  ibe  $18.00  per  year  per  arc. 

SCHEDULE  "E"  HEATING  RATES. 
Electric  Range  Rate: 

Seiparate  meter  is  required. 

3c  per  kilowatt-hour  net. 

Minimum  icbarge  $1.00  per  month  net  on  any  installation  of 
ranges  and  water  heaters  having  a  total  capacity  of  two  kilo- 
watts or  imore.  Other  electrical  household  appliances  can  be 
connected  on  the  same  mieter.  All  wiring  must  be  enclosed  in 
iron  conduit. 
Electric  Heating  Device  Rate: 

Separate  meter  is  required. 

3c  per  ikilowatt-hour  net. 

Minimulm  charge  $2.00  per  month  net. 

All  wiring  m^ust  be  enclosed  in  iron  conduit. 

SCHEDULE   "F"   GARAGE   RATES    (Rectifiers). 
(Off  Peak  Hours) 
Public  Garages,  3c  per  kilorw^att-hour  net. 
Separate  meter  is  required. 
Minimum  bill  $1.00  per  month  net. 
Private  Garages,  charged  ifor  at  residential  rate. 

SCHEDULE  "G"  POWER  RATES. 
Industrial  Power: 

Alternating  current  motors  $1.00  per  month  per  horse  power 
connected,  pluis  the  following  sliding  scale  rate  per  kilowatt- 
Ihour: 
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Horse    Power  Rate    per    Kilowatt-Hour 

1  or  less  $  .028 

2  .027 

3  .026 
5  .025 
7y2  .023 

10  .021 

15  .019 

20  .017 

25  .016 

35  .014 

50  .0]16 

75  .0098 

100  .0087 

125  .0080 

150  .0074 

175  .0071 

200  .0068 

300  .0061 

500  .0055 

750  .0051 

1000  .0050 

2000  .0048 

300O  .0047 

5000  .0046 

10000  .0045 

If  the  'Connected  load  does  not  correspoind  exactly  with  any 
loia-d  listed  in  the  table,  the  next  smialler  nuimlber  of  horse  power 
is  to  be  used  in  determining  the  kilowattHhour  rate. 

In  cases  w^here  the  connected  horse  ipower  on  individual 
motors  is  materially  larger  than  the  maximum  demand,  the 
charge  may  be  Ibased  on  a  smaller  number  of  horse  power  more 
nearly  corresponding  with  the  actual  imiaximum  demand,  provid- 
ing that  the  maximum  demand  on  which  the  fixed  charge  per 
horse  power  is  Ibaised  is  not  'less  than  50  per  cent  of  the  installed 
capaicity. 

Wihere  the  installaition  ooinsists  of  a  large  number  O'f  motors 
and  the  load  is  oif  su'ch  ciharacter  that  the  maxim'U)m  demand 
bears  no  definite  relation  to  the  connected  load,  a  curve  draw- 
ing watt  meter  ^should  be  installed  and  the  charge  Ibased  upon 
the  maximum  demand  shown  by  this  meter,  together  with  the 
kilowatt-hours  shown  by  a  watt-hour  meter. 

This  rate  applies  to  industrial  power  only,  save  that  induis- 
trial  lighting  requisite  in  connection  with  the  particular  power 
installation  imay  be  connected  to  the  extent  of  3  per  cent  of  the 
connected  po'wier  load  when  the  monthly  demand  is  in  excess 
of  25  horse  power. 

No  discounts  apply  to  this  rate. 
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Industrial  Power — Flat  Rates: 

(Yearly  Maxjiimiuim  Demand). 

(Loiw  Tension  Service). 

First  25  'horse  power  ^ait  $72.00  per  year  pier  horse  power. 

In  excess  of  25  horse  power  at  $50.00  per  year  per  horse 
power. 

This  rate  is  to  apply  to  all  motors  over  one  horse  power  rat- 
ing, and  for  lo'w  tension  service  only. 

These  rates  apply  to  indufstrial  power  only,  save  that  indus- 
trial lighting-  requisite  in  connection  with  the  particular  power 
installation  may  be  connected  to  the  extent  of  3  per  cent  of  the 
'connected  power  load  wihen  the  monthly  demand  is  in  excess 
of  25  horse  power. 

Small  Electric  Hoist  Rate: 

(For  Mining  Purposes   Only) 

H'oists  of  20  horse  power  rating  or  less :  One  eight-hour 
shift  per  day,  $25.00  per  month.  Two  or  three  eight-hour  shifts 
per  day,  $50.00  per  month  flat. 

This  rate  is  ior  yearly  contracts. 

Temporary  Connections  for  Power: 

Consumer  will  he  charged  for  entire  cost  of  connecting  and 
disconnecting  service.  Alinimum  charge,  $3.00  per  horse  power 
per  month  or  fraction  thereof,  based  on  capacity  of  'motor  or 
motors  installed.     Rate  5c  per  ikilowatt-hour  net. 

Motors  in  excess  of  one-third  horse  power  are  not  allowed  on 
the  lighting  circuits. 

'Wherever,  in  the  foregoing  schedules,  the  same  are  made 
subject  to  a  discount  if  paid  at  the  Company's  office  within  not 
less  than  five  days  from  the  date  of  bill,  it  is  intended  to  per- 
m.'it  the  operating  corporation  to  fix  the  (period  in  each  city, 
town  or  community  within  which  the  bill  imust  be  paid  in  or- 
der to  entitle  the  customer  to  the  discount,  such  period  in  no 
case  to  be  less  than  five  days. 

The  olperating  Company  shall,  within  ten  days  from  this  time, 
designate  in  writing  to  the  Comimission  the  period  so  fixed  by 
it  in  each  city,  town  or  community,  and  such  iwritten  designa- 
tion s'hall  be  attached  to  and  form  ipart  of  the  schedules  of  rates 
and  regulations. 

Rates,  Rules  and  Regulations  prescribed  fby  the  Public  Serv- 
ice Commission  of  Montana,  to  be  effective  from  and  after  the 
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ist   day  of  Decemlber,  191 3,  fo<r  the   foliowinig  cities  amd  com- 

miunities : 

Billings  Great  Falilis 

B'ozeman  Lewistown 

Butte  Liivingston 

SCHEDULE  "A"  GElNERAL  RATE. 

First     100   kilo  watt-hours  used   per  month  @  10c   per   kilowatt-hour. 

Next     100   kilowatt-hours  used   per  month  @  9c    per   kilowatt-hour. 

Next    300    kilowatt-hours  used    per  month  @  8c    per   kilowatt-hour. 

Next    500   kilowatt-hours  used   per  month  @  6c    per   kilowatt-hour. 

Next  1000   kilowatt-hours  used   per  month  @  4c   per   kilowatt-hour. 

Next  5000   kilowatt--hour.=!  used    per  month  @  3c    per   kilowatt-hour. 

Additional   kilowatt-hours  used   per  month  @  2c   per  kilowatt-hour. 

The  above  isu'bject  to  a  discount  of  5  iper  cent  if  ipaid  at  tihe 
Company's  office  within  not  less  than  five  days  froim  date  of 
bill. 

Monthly  minimium  c'harge  $1.10  less  a  discount  of  loc  if  paid 
at  the  Company's  office  within  not  less  than  five  days  from 
(date  of  bill. 

If  the  nuimlber  of  lamps  or  sockets  connected  exceed  20,  the 
monthly  payment  s'hall  not  be  less  than  a  sum  equal  to  5c  for 
each  6o^watt  lamp  equivalent  oir  empty  (socket. 

The  alboive  rate  includes  free  renewals,  under  tlie  Rules  and 
Regulations  of  the  Company,  of  all  standard  Edison  and  West- 
iriighoui&e  carbon  filament  and  metalized  filament  (gem)   lamps. 

The  Company  reserves  the  right  to  not  install  a  meter  when 
no  imore  than  120  watts  are  connected  for  use  from,  dusk  until 
midnight  only.  The  charge  for  this  service  will  ibe  $1.00  per 
month  net  foir  each  60  watts  installed. 

SCHEDULE  "B"  READINESS  TO  SERVE— LONG  HOUR 

RATE. 

(Optional  Rate) 

$3.00  fixed  charge  per  year  per  60  watts  installed,  pLus  5c  per 
kilowatt-hour  for  all  current  used. 

One-twelfth  of  fixed  yearly  charge  payalble  with  current  con- 
sumed each  imonth. 

Subject  to  a  discount  of  10  per  cent  if  paid  at  the  Company's 
Oiffice  within  mot  less  than  five  days  froim  date  of  bill. 

Miniimum  monthly  charge  $1.10  less  a  discount  of  loc  if  paid 
at  the  Company's  office  within  not  less  than  five  days  from 
date  of  bill. 

The  above  rate  includes  free  renewals,  under  the  Rules  and 
Regulations  of  the  Company,  of  all  standard  Edison  and  West- 
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ing*house  canbo'n  filament  and  metalized  filaiment  (gem)  lamps. 
This  rate  is  for  yearly  'contracts. 

SCHEDULE  "C"  FLAT     RATE  LIGHTING. 

Sign  and  Outline   Lighting: 

10     o'clock  Service  Midnight  Service  All  Night  Service 

5  watt  $  .07                                    $  .10  $  .15 

10  watt  .12                                       .16  .28 

15  watt  .17                                     .23  .39 

Subject  to  a  discount  of  lo  per  cent  if  paid  at  the  Company's 
office  within  not  less  than  five  days  ircxm  date  of  ibill. 

Free  lamp  renewals  are  included  under  this  rate. 
Other  Exterior  Lighting: 

Midnight  Service :  vc  per  watt  per  month  on  25  watt  Mazda 
lamps  and  upwards. 

All  Night  Service:  i^c  per  watt  per  month  on  25  watt 
Miazda  lamps  and  upwards. 

Subject  to  la  discount  of  10  per  cent  if  paid  at  the  Company's 
office  within  not  less  than  five  days  from  date  of  bill. 

The  only  lamp  renewals  furnished  under  this   rate  are   500 
watt  Mazda  lamps  and  upwards,  and  these  are  furnished  sub- 
ject to  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Company. 
Window  Lighting: 

Midnight  Service:  ic  per  watt  per  month  on  25  watt  Mazda 
lampis  and  upwards. 

All  Night  Service:  i^^c  per  watt  per  month  on  25  watt 
Mazda  lamps  and  upwards. 

Subject  to  a  discount  of  10  per  cent  if  paid  at  the  Company's 
office  within  not  less  than  five  days  from  date  of  bill. 

The  only  lamp  renewals  furnished  under  this  rate  are  250 
watt  Mazda  lamps  and  upwards,  and  these  are  furnished  subject 
to  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Company. 

If  exterior  lighting  is  connected  to  the  meter  supplying  in- 
terior lighting,  the  minimum  or  fixed  charge  shall  be  increased 
5c  for  each  additional  lamp  or  socket. 

This  rate  is  for  yearly  contracts. 

SCHEDULE  "D"  ARC  LIGHTING  RATES. 
Direct  Current  Series  Commercial  Arc  Rates: 

Applicable  only  wlhere  this  service  is  availabk. 

Midnight  Service,  $13.35.  All  Night  Service,  $16.65. 

Sutoject  to  a  discount  of  10  per  cent  if  paid  at  the  Company's 
office  within  not  less  than  five  days  from  date  of  bill. 
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Constant  Potential  Arcs:     (Alternatinig  and  Direct  Current). 

Oan  be  placed  on  Scheduiles  "A"  or  "B."  If  on  Schedule  "A," 
the  minimum  charge  shall  be  $3.00  per  month  for  each  arc.  If 
on  Schedule  "B,"  the  fixed  charge  sihaill  be  $36.00  per  year  per 
arc. 

Daylight  Arcs:  (Alternating  and  Diirect  Current). 

Can  be  placed  on  Schedules  "A"  or  "B."  If  on  Schedule  "A," 
the  miniimuimi  charge  shall  be  $2.00  per  month  for  each  arc.  If 
on  Schedule  "B,"  the  fixed  charge  shalil  be  $18.00  per  year  per 
arc.    Consumer  furnishes  and  installs  arcs. 

Series  Flame  Arcs:     (Flat  Rates). 

All  Night  Service:  (Two  5-amperes  each),  lamps  in  series 
$35.00  per  pair  per  month. 

Midnig<ht  Service:  (Two  5-amperes  each),  lamps  in  series 
$25.00  per  pair  per  month. 

Consumer  furnishes  and  installs  arcs. 

Company  furnishes  carbons  and  trims  arcs. 

Multiple  Flame  Arcs:       (Flat  Rates). 

Midnight  Service :     $10.00  per  arc  per  month. 
AM  Night  Service:     $15.00  per  arc  per  month. 
Consuimer  furnishes  and  installs  arcs. 
Company  ifurnishes  carbons  and  trims  arcs. 
Series  and  Multiple  Flame  Arcs:     (Meter  Rates). 

Can  ibe  placed  on  Schedules  "A"  or  "B."  If  on  Schedule  "A," 
the  minimum  charge  shall  be  $5.00  per  arc  per  month.  If  on 
'Schedule  "B,"  the  fixed  charge  shall  be  $30.00  per  arc  per  year. 

Consumer  furnishes  and  installs  arcs. 

Trimming  Charges :  $3.50  per  month  per  arc  for  all  night 
service  and  $2.50  per  arc  per  month  for  midnight  service. 

SCHEDULE  "E"  HEATING  RATES. 
Electric  Range  Rate: 

Separate  meter  is  required. 

3c  per  kilowatt-hour  net. 

Minimum  charge  $1.00  per  month  net  on  an  installation  of 
ranges  and  water  heaters  'having  a  total  capacity  of  2  kilowatts 
or  more. 

Other  electric  household  appliances  can  be  connected  on  the 
same  meter. 

All  wiring  imust  be  enclosed  in  iron  conduit. 
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Electric  Heating  Device  Rate: 

Seiparaite  im'eter  is  required. 

3c  ipeir  Iciloiwiatt-hour,  net. 

Mini'm'um  c'harg'e  $2.00  per  monith,  net. 

All  wiring-  must  be  enclosed  in  iron  conduit. 

SCHEDULE  "F"   GARAGE   RATES    (Rectifiers). 
(Off  Peak  Hours). 
Puiblic  Garageis,  3c  per  kilowatt^liour,  net. 
Separate  meter  is  required. 
Minimium  (charge  $1.00  per  month,  net. 
Private  Garages,  charged  for  at  residential  rate. 

SCHEDULE  "G"  POWER  RATES. 
Industrial  Power: 

Alternating  icurrent  motors  $1.00  per  month  per  Ihorse  i 

power.  I 

Direct  current  motors,  $1.50  per  month  per  horse  poiwer    \ 
connected,  fplus  the  following  sliding  scale   rate  per    kilowatt- 
hour  : 

Horse  Power  Rate  per  Kilowatt-Hour 

1  or    less  $.028 

2  .027 

3  .026 
5  .  .025 
7V2  .023 

10  .021 

15  .019 

20  0.17 

25  .016 

35  .014 

50  .0116 

75  .0098 

100  .0087 

125  .0080 

150  .0074 

175  .0071 

200  .0071 

300  .0061 

500  .0055 

750  .0051 

1000  .0050 

2000  .0048 

3000  .0047 

5000  .0046 

10000  .0045 

If  the  connected  load  does  not  correspond  exactly  w*ith  any 
load  listed  in  the  taible,  the  next  smaller  nuinTber  of  horse  power 
is  ito  (be  used  in  determining  the  kilowatt-hour  rate. 

In  'oases  where  the  connected  horse  power  on  individual  mot- 
ors is  materially  larger  than  the  maximum  demand,  the  charge 
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may  be  based  o'n  a  smiaHer  numiber  of  horse  power  more  nearly 
correspo-nding-  with  the  ^  actual  maximurn  demand,  proividing 
thait  the  maxiimtiim  demiand  on  w^hkh  the  fixed  chargie  per  horse 
power  is  based  is  not  less  than  50  per  'cent  oif  the  installed  ca- 
pacity. 

Where  the  installation  consists  oif  a  large  number  of  motors 
a'nd  the  load  is  of  such  character  that  the  m'axiimuim  demand 
beans  no  definite  relation  to  the  connected  load,  a  curve  draw- 
ing watt-*meter  isho'Uild  be  installed  and  the  icharge  based  uipon 
the  tnaxiimum  demand  shown  by  this  imieter,  together  with  the 
kilo'waitt-hours  shown  by  the  watt-'hour  meter. 

This  rate  applies  to  industrial  power  only,  save  that  indus- 
trial lighting  requisite  in  connection  with  the  particular  power 
installation  may  be  connected  to  the  extent  of  3  per  cent  of  the 
connected  power  load  when  the  monthly  demand  is  in  excess  of 
25  horse  power. 

No'  discounts  apply  to  this  rate. 

Industrial  Power — Flat  Rates: 

(Yearly  Maxinnum  Deimand) 
(Loiw  Tension  Service) 

First  25  horse  power  at  $72.00  per  year  per  horse  power. 

In  excess  of  25  horse  power  at  $50.00  per  year  per  horse 
power. 

This  rate  is  to  apply  to  all  motors  over  one  horse  power  rat- 
ing, and  for  low  tension  service  only. 

These  rates  apply  to  industrial  power  only,  save  that  indus- 
trial lig'hting  requisite  in  connection  with  the  particular  power 
installation  may  be  conineoted  toi  the  extent  of  3  per  cent  of  the 
connected  power  load  when  the  monthly  demand  is  in  excess  of 
25  horse  power. 
Small  Electric  Hoist  Rate: 

Hoists  of  20  horse  power  rating    or    less :      Otie    eight-houir 
shift  per  day,  $25.00  iper  month.     Two  or  three  eight-hour  shifts 
per  day,  $50.00  per  month  flat. 
Temporary  Power  Connections: 

Consumer  will  be  charged  for  entire  cost  of  connecting  and 
disconnecting  service.  Minim'um  charge,  $3.00  per  horse  power 
per  imonth  or  fraction  thereof,  ibased  on  capacity  of  motor  or 
'motors  installed.     Rate  5c  per  kilowatt-hour  net. 

Motors  in  excess  Oif  one-third  horse  ipo^wer  are  not  allowed  on 
the  lighting  circuits. 
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Wherever,  in  the  foregoing  schedules,  the  same  are  (made  sub- 
ject to  a  discount  if  paid  at  the  Company's  office  within  not 
less  than  five  days  from  the  date  of  hill,  it  is  intended  to  per- 
mit the  operaitinig  corporation  to  fix  the  period  in  each  city, 
tow^n  or  community  within  which  the  bill  must  be  paid  in  order 
to  entitle  the  customer  to  the  discount,  such  period  in  mo  case 
to  be  less  than  five  days. 

The  operating  Company  s^hall,  within  ten  days  from  this  time, 
designate  in  writing  to  the  Comimission  the  period  so  fixed  by 
it  in  each  city,  town  or  community,  and  such  written  designa- 
tion sihall  be  attached  to  and  form  part  of  the  schedules  of  rates 
and  regulations. 

RULES  AND  REGULATIONS. 

1.  The  Odmpany's  office  will  be  open  daily  for  the  transac- 
tion of  business  and  the  acco'mimodation  of  the  public  from  8  A. 
M.  until  5  P.  M.,  wath  the  exception  of  Sundays  and  holidays. 

2.  The  Company  will  furnish  service  only  upon  written  ap- 
plication on  the  Comipany's  regular  forms. 

3.  To  receive  service,  the  consumer  shall  provide  a  suitable 
location,  and  connections  satisfactory  to  the  Company  for  its 
meter  or  meters.  The  consumer  recognizes  the  right  of  the 
Company  to  have  access  at  all  reasonable  times  to  his  premises 
to  inspect  its  meters,  connections,  and  service,  and  to  change  or 
rdmove  its  m^eters. 

4.  The  Company  will  not  extend  its  secondary  lines  more 
than  300  feet  for  one  electric  light  consumer.  Extensions  for 
power  will  be  made  on  the  basis  of  100  feet  for  each  horse 
power  connected,  based  on  one  year  contracts.  Extensions  of 
more  than  1000  feet  of  secondary  lines  and  all  high  tension  lines 
made  upon  special  arrangements. 

5.  A  suitable  security  or  guarantee  will  be  required  of  any 
consumer  before  service  will  be  supplied. 

6.  Interest  will  be  paid  on  consumers'  deposits  at  the  rate  of 
six  iper  cent  per  annum,  providing  deposits    are  left  with    the 
Company  for  six  consecutive  months  or  more ;  also  providing 
that  the  consumer  has  used  service    continuously  during    the 
period. 

7.  Charges  for  service  will  begin  when  connection  is  made. 
Metered  service  only  on  the  Company's  meters.  Rates  and 
character  of  service  as  embodied  in  consumers'  accepted  appli- 
cation. 
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8.  All  bills  are  due  when  rendered,  and  payable  at  the  Com- 
pany's office.  Discounts  will  only  apply  as  ^stated  on  the  bill 
and  failure  to  receive  bills  will  not  entitle  the  consumer  to  dis- 
counts which  may  apply. 

9.  The  Oo^mpany  -will  not  serve  a  consumicr  Who  is  in  arrears 
for  p'revio'us  service  until  such  arrears  have  been  fully  paid  or 
other  satisfactory  arrangements  have  'been  made. 

10.  For  any  temporary  service,  the  consumer  must  pay  the 
cost  of  conneoting  and  disiconnecting. 

11.  For  /the  purpose  of  determining  the  amount    of  service 
used,  a  meter  shall  be  installed  by  the  Company  upon  the  con- 
sumers' premises,  at  a  point  inost  convenient  for  the  Company's 
service,  upon  the  reading  of  which  meter  all  (bills  shall  be  calcu- 
lated.   If  more  than  one  meter  is  installed,  except  'Where  service 
conditions  on  a  consumer's  single  premises  make  the  installa- 
tion of  more  than  one  meter  necessary,  each  meter  shall  be  con- 
sidered by  itself  in  calculating  the  amount  of  the  bill.     When 
more  than  one  meter  is  installed  under  the    exception    to    this 
rule,  the  sums  of  the  consumptions  and  demands  shall,    in  all 
cases,  be  taken  as  the  total  consumption  and  d&mand. 

12.  As  the  Coimpany  is  supplying  different  kinds  of  service 
in  'different  localities,  to  protect  the  power  consumer  against  the 
purchase  of  improper  appliances,  it  is  essential  that  power  con- 
sumers ascertain  from  the  company  the  kind  of  service  supplied 
in  the  respective  locality  in  which  he  wishes  service. 

13.  Industrial  power  rates  lapply  to  industrial  power  only 
save  that  industrial  lighting  m.ay  -be  connected  to  the  extent  of 
three  per  cent  of  the  connected  load  in  power  when  the  month- 
ly demand  is  in  excess  of  25  horse  power. 

14.  Demand,  where  specified  in  the  Company's  rate  sdhed- 
ules  or  contracts,  is  the  greatest  amount  of  power  used  'by  the 
consumer  at  any  one  time.  It  may  be  estimated  or  determined 
by  mieasurements  by  the  Coimpany  or  specified  in  the  contract. 
After  (being  determined  'Or  specified  in  the  contracts,  it  shall  not 
be  decreased  except  as  specified  in  the  Coimpany's  rate  sched- 
ules or  contracts.  If  at  any  time  the  measured  demamd  should 
be  found  to  be  greater  than  determined  O'r  specified,  the  said 
greater  demanid  shall  be  taken  as  the  basis  or  charge  thereafter. 
Spiecial  permission  imay  he  given  by  the  Company  at  its  option 
to  exceed  the  demand  upon  extraordinary  occasio'us  for  a  limit- 
ed period. 
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15.  In  case  of  iai'lure  to  obtain  a  reading-  of  the  meter,  an 
esitimated  bill  will  be  rendered  and  so  marked.  In  case  a  meter 
fails  to  register  correctly,  a  pro  rated  bill  will  be  rendered. 

16.  Any  temporary  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Company  to 
supply  service  by  reason  of  accident  or  otherwise  shall  not 
render  the  Company  liable  beyond  a  pro-rata  abatement  or 
service  charges  during  such  interruption. 

17.  The  Comipany  shall  not  'be  liable,  in  any  event,  for  any 
damage  whatsoever  caused  "by  any  improper  apparatus  or  appli- 
ances, or  any  improper  construction  or  placing  thereof,  or  any 
improper  use  or  operation  of  any  apparatus  or  appliances,  upon 
the  customer's  premises ;  or  for  any  damages  whatsoever  to  any 
person  or  property  upon  the  consumer's  premiises,  not  caused 
by  the  Comipany's  negligence,  and  the  consumier  accepts  and 
assumes  aO  liability  for  any  damages  in  this  rule  specified. 

18.  The  coimipany  will  furnish  free  renewal  of  discolored, 
burned  out,  unbroiken,  standard  Edison  or  Westinghoouse  car- 
bon filament  and  metalized  filament  (gem)  lamps  of  40,  60  and 
100  watt  capacity  and  other  lamp  renewals  specified  in  the  rate 
schedules,  provided  said  lamps  have  been  used  during  their  life 
on  'the  lines  of  the  Company  under  ligditing  rate  schedules. 

19.  Should  the  consumer  desire  to  change  the  location  of 
any  arc  lamp,  sign,  or  other  equipment,  suich  change  shall  be 
made  at  the  consumer's  expense. 

20.  All  appliances,  la.mps  and  wiring  supplied  by  the  Com- 
pany and  installed  on  the  consumer's  premises,  shall  remain  the 
property  of  the  Company,  and  the  consumer  will  perimit  their 
removal  iby  the  Company  upon  the  discontinuance  of  service. 

21.  Twenty-four  hours'  notice  (Sundays  and  holidays  add- 
ed) must  (be  given  in  writing  at  the  Company's  office  to  discon- 
tinue service.     Other  forms  of  notice  at  the  consumers'  risk. 

22.  The  Company  reserves  the  right  to  discontinue  its  serv- 
ice without  notice  for  any  of  the  following  reasons .  For  re- 
pairs; for  insufficiency  of  energy  supply;  for  non-payment  of 
bills  when  due ;  to  prevent  fraud  or  abuse ;  for  the  failure  of  the 
consumer  to  comply  with  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Com- 
pany; for  the  inability  of  the  Company  to  serve  by  reason  of 
legal  process,  or  direction  of  public  authority,  or  on  account  of 
strikes,  riots,  ifire,  flood,  accidents,  or  any  unavoidable  cause. 

2^.    -No  modification  of  the  rates  or  of  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions appertaining  thereto  shall  be  made  by  any  agent  or  em- 
ploye of  the  company. 
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RULES  REGULATING  THE  INSTALLATION  OF  ELEC- 
TRIC METERS. 

With  every  new  insitallation  (when  required)  a  Meter  Con- 
nection Block  must  (be  linstalled  by  the  contractor,  which  will 
be  furnished  by  and  always  remain  the  property  of  the  Com- 
pany. 

The  final  'connections  from  the  Meter  Connection  Blo'ck  to 
the  meter  will  be  'made  by  the  Coimipany.  Contractors  are  re- 
quested to  notify  their  emtployes  that  this  rule  will  be  strictly 
enforced. 

The  connections  fro^m  the  Meter  Connection  Bloick  tO'  the 
meter  miust  not  be  altered  except  \hy  a  representative  of  the 
Colmipany. 

Consumers  and  contractors  must  notify  the  Company  when 
any  additions  or  lailerations  are  made  in  their  wiring. 

Meters  must  (be  located  as  near  as  possible  to  the  point  of 
lenitriance  of  the  service  into  the  building,  and  not  more  than 
seven  feet  from  the  floor. 

Under  no  circuimstances  will  meters  be  installed  in  bedroomis, 
bathrooms,  over  stoves  or  sinks,  over  doors,  or  on  supports 
subject  to  excessive  vibration. 

In  restaurant  kitchens,  a  box  must  be  'provided  to  cover  the 
meter. 

In  office  buildings,  flats,  or  apartmient  houses,  meter  closets 
s'hould  ibe  provid'ed.  If  it  is  found  impossible  to  erect  meter 
closets,  each  'meter  miust  be  provided  with  a  separate  service. 

The  standard  types  of  meters  used  by  the  Company  are  front 
connected,  and  back  connected  meters  will  not  be  installed  ex- 
cept by  special  arrangements. 

Plans  for  special  installations  and  lighting  installations  of 
more  than  lo  kilowatt  capacity,  switch  board  meters  and  hig'h 
tensiion  work  imiust  be  subimitted  to  the  Company  for  approval, 
by  the  contractors  before  beginning  work. 

AH  iwires  froim'  the  end  oif  the  service  to  the  m'eter  connection 
block  or  imeter  closets  must  be  run  in  continuous  conduit. 

Where  'meter  closets  are  installed  the  conduit  imnst  terminate 
inside  the  closet  and  in  such  a  position  that  the  service  connec- 
tion blocks  may  be  placed  on  the  end  of  the  conduits  with  the 
exception  that  in  cases  where  a  main  line  switch  is  required 
ahead  of  the  meter,  the  same  may  be  installed  when  placed  in  a 
glass  covered  ibox  which  will  be  sealed  with  the  Company's 
seal. 
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Meter  closets  m'ust  be  of  such  dimemsions  as  to  permit  the 
easy  removal  of  the  meter  cover,  and  provide  a  clearance  of  six 
inches  on  all  sides  of  the  meter. 

The  dim^ensioms  of  5,  10,  15  and  25  ampere,  Type  i  and  i-io 
A.  C.  meters  are  as  follows : 

Height  jYz  inches,  width  714,  inches,  depth  6^  inches. 

The  dimensions  of  50,  75,  and  100  ampere  type  i  and  i-io 
A.  C.  meters  are  as  follows: 

Height  8>4  inches,  width  8>^  inches,  depth  7  inches. 

All  installations  having  the  equivalent  of  fifty  60-watt  lamps 
or  more  shall  he  provided  with  meter  loops  for  three  wire 
meters. 

A  separate  circuit  and  aiieter  must  be  provided  for  motors  of 
larger  capacity  than  one-third  horse  power. 

Contractors  must  notify  the  Company  as  soon  as  wiring  has 
been  completed. 

The  meter  connection  block  and  -meters  will  be  sealed ;  the 
breaking  of  the  seals  by  unauthorized  persons,  tampering  with 
wires,  meters,  or  cut-outs  is  prohibited  by  law  and  persons  vio- 
lating same  will  be  subject  to  arrest  and  conviction  according 
to  Section  8659  of  the  Penal  Code  of  the  state  of  Montana. 
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BEFORE  THE  PUBLIC  SERVICE  COMMISSION  OF 

MONTANA. 


Docket  No.  398. 


EAST  SIDE  TELEPHONE  COMPANY, 


Complainant, 


vs. 

NORTHERN  IDAHO  &  MONTANA  POWER  CO., 

Defendant. 
IN  THE  MATTER  OF  Rates  Charged  by  the  Defendant  for 
Exchange  Telephone  Service. 


HEARING,  O'ctober  21,  1913. 
DECIDED,  December  2,  1913. 
REPORT  AND  ORDER  OF  THE  COMMISSION. 


Number  78. 

Hearing  was  regularly  held  at  Kalispell,   October  21,   1913. 

REPRESENTED: 

Complainant By  Henry  Gatiss,   President. 

Defendant "    W.    N.    Noffsinger,    Counsel. 

COMMISSIONERS: 

Boyle, 

Morlev, 

Hall. 

J.   H.   Alvord,   Counsel. 

Complainant  is  a  corporation  having  its  principal  office  at 
Creston,  Montana,  and  operates  a  mutual  telephone  service 
throughout  the  valley  tributary  to  Kalispell,  where  it  hais  con- 
nection with  the  central  exchange  of  defendant. 

By  complaint  filed  August  16,  1913,  it  is  alleged  that  when 
comipilainant's  line  was  first  built  into  Kalispell,  connection  was 
made  'with  defendant's  central  O'ffice,  and  comip'lainant  was 
obliged  to  pay  a  flat  irate  of  $20.00  per  month  for  exchange  serv- 
ice. As  the  membership  increased  and  the  lines  were  extended, 
defendant  demanded  a  toll  rate,  or  some  other  agreement,  in 
lieu  of  the  twenty  dollar  monthly  rental,  and  a  rate  of  15c  was 
agreed  upon,  applicable  to  all  calls  originating  on  either  line. 
Co'mplainant  states  that  this  scheme  worked  satisfactorily  as 
long  as  its  calls  exceeded  those  originating  on  the  defendant's 
line,  but  when  the  excess  wais  in  favor  of  complainant,  defen- 
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dant  gave  notice  to  terminate  the  agreement.  The  two  com- 
panies failing  to  agree,  defendant  arbitrarily,  it  is  alleged,  re- 
fused to  give  exchange,  thereby  causing  great  inconvenience  to 
subscribers  of  both  ooimpanies  for  many  weeks. 

On  or  about  the  21-st  day  of  Miay,  1912,  an  agreement  was 
entered  into  whereby  complainant  was  to  pay  ten  cents  for 
each  and  every  call  of  three  minutes'  duration  and  five  cents 
for  each  additional  minute,  while  the  patrons  of  defendant's 
lines  could  call  up  and  use  comtplainant's  lines  free  of  charge. 
This  agreement  complainant  considered  unjust  (but  was  forced 
to  accept  in  order  to  have  communication  with  the  city  of 
Kalispell.  The  agreement  further  provided  that  complainant 
must  pay  to  defendant  a  minimum  of  $20.00  per  month.  Relief 
is  sought. 

In  its  answer  defendant  ailleges  that  complainant  repeatedly 
violated  the  terms  of  the  contract  of  ^lay  211st,  1912,  and  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  terms  thereof  defendant,  during  the  imonth  of 
June,  1913,  served  notice  upon  the  complainant  of  the  termina- 
tion of  the  said  contract  on  July  31st,  since  which  date  no 
agreement  between  the  parties  hereto  has  been  in  effect,  but 
the  defendant,  through  the  oral  permission  of  its  manager,  has 
altowed  the  complainant  temporary  use  of  its  lines  until  such 
time  as  further  negotiations  are  entered  into. 

On  the  part  of  the  defendant  it  is  contended  that  there  should 
be  a  minimum  charge  of  $20.00  per  month  as  a  "readiness  to 
serve  charge" ;  and  for  the  further  reason  that  complainant  had 
but  104  subscribers  as  against  defendant's  from  five  to  six  hun- 
dred. 

There  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  justness  of  requiring 
6ither  line  to  pay  a  rate  of  exchange,  and  whatever  that  rate 
may  be  it  should  apply  alike  in  either  direction.  The  fact  that 
defendant  operates  a  larger  system  than  does  the  complainant 
would  not  appear  to  ibe  good  grounds  for  a  one-way  rate.  In 
fact,  it  would  seem  that  the  system  having  the  larger  number 
of  subscribers  would  benefit,  because  of  the  opportunity  for  an 
increased  number  of  calls,  and  it  would  be  obviously  unfair  to 
require  the  East  Side  Telephone  Company  to  pay  a  toll  charge, 
with  a  montbly  miniimiim,  to  the  Northern  Idaho  &  Montana 
Power  Company  and  at  the  same  time  permit  that  comipany  ab- 
solutely free  use  of  co^mplainant's  lines.  There  should  be  a 
compensation  for  the  service  rendered  'by  either  party,  and  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Commission  that  compensation    should    be 
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based  on  the  actual  service  rendered ;  in  other  words,  each  and 
every  call  originating  on  either  line  should  be  paid  for  by  the 
originating  line  to  the  receiving  line,  and  to  this  end 

IT  IS  ORDERED  That  on  and  after  the  15th  day  of  De- 
cember, 1913,  the  Northern  Idaho  &  Montana  Power  Coilnpany, 
of  Kalispell,  and  the  East  Side  Telephone  Company,  of  Creston, 
shall  receive,  each  from  the  oither,  calls  originating  on  their  re- 
spective lines  and  destined  to  the  line  of  the  other,  and  shall 
charge  therefor  a  rate  of  five  cents  (5c)  per  call  of  not  more 
than  three  minutes'  duration,  and  five  cents  (5c)  additional  for 
each  additional  three  minutes  or  fraction  thereof;  and  this  rate 
of  exchange  shall  continue  in  full  force  and  effect  until  the 
further  order  or  approval  of  this  Commission. 

The  Secretary  is  directed  to  serve  upon  the  parties    to  this 
complaint  a  true  and  certified  copy  of  this  Report  and  Order. 

PUBLIC  SERVICE  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA. 

By  R.  F.  McLARjEN,  Secretary. 
Helena,  Montana,  December  4,  191 3. 
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OFFICE  OF  THE  PUBLIC   SERVICE   COMMSSION   OF 

MONTANA. 


Order  No.  8i. 


CJoveming  Reports  of  Accidents   of   Public   Utilities   other   than   Railroads. 

Section  27  (a),  Chapter  52,  Session  Laws  of  1913,  makes  it 
the  duty  of  every  public  utility  operating  within  this  state, 
promptly,  upon  the  occurrence  of  any  accident  resulting  in 
death  or  injury  (to  any  person,  of  such  gravity  as  to  require  the 
attention  of  a  physician  or  surgeon,  to  report  the  same  by  tele- 
graph to  the  Commission  within  one  hour,  and  such  telegraphic 
reipoirt  ot  be  confirmed  toy  a  written  report  on  the  form  pre- 
scribed by  the  Commission. 

Pursuant  to  and  in  compliance  with  the  above  provision  the 
Commission  has  adopted  the  following  regulations  governing 
the  relporting  of  accidents  : 

1st.  The  teilegraphic  notice  shall  give  the  date,  time,  place 
and  name  of  the  killed  or  injured,  and  if  the  latter,  briefly  the 
nature  of  the  injury. 

2d.  Every  sucih  accident  shall  be  reported  in  detail  at  the 
end  of  the  month  in  which  such  accident  occurred,  on  Form  P. 
S.-12,  which  ihias  been  iprepared  by  the  Commission,  and  upon 
receipt  of  telegraphic  advice  this  form  will  be  furnished  in 
duplicate,  one  copy  of  which  may  be  retained  for  the  files  of  the 
reporting  utility.  The  form  is  'self-explanatory  and  specifically 
calls  for  all  information  desired. 

3'd.  In  the  event  that  a  minor  accident  does  not  incapacitate 
the  injureld  person  for  more  than  ten  days,  report  on  Form  P. 
S.-12  witll  not  toe  required,  tout  the  utility  should  notify  the 
Ooimmission  toy  letter  at  the  close  oi  the  month  that  the  party 
was  not  so  incapacitated,  for  the  com*pletion  of  our  records. 

4th.  Accidents  resulting  in  injury  from  which  the  person  is 
known  to  have  died,  at  the  time  report  on  Form  P.  S.-12  is 
made,  should  toe  reported  on  that  form  under  the  caption 
"killed." 

PUBLIC  SERVICE  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA. 

By  R.  F.  McLaren,  Secretary. 
Helena,  Montana,  January  12,  1914. 
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OFFICE  OF  THE  PUBLIC  SERVICE  COMMISSION   OF 

MONTANA. 

Standards  for  Gas  and  Electric  Service. 
Order  No.  92. 
Sec.  10  (b),  Chapter  52,  Session  Laws  1913,  provides: 
"The   Coimmission  ishall   ascertain   and   fix   adequate 
and    serviceable     standards    for    the     mcasurnient    of 
quality,  pressure,  initial  voltage     or  other    conditions 
pertaining-  to  the  supply  of  products  oir  service  rendered 
by  any  public  utility,  and  prescribe  reason alble  regula- 
tions for  examination  and  testing  of  such  product  or 
service  and  for  the  measurement  thereof." 
Pursuant  to  the  above  statute  and  having  on  the  25th  day  of 
March,  1914,  by  previous  notice  of  hearin-g,  discussed  with  the 
various  ^utilities  then  and  there  represented,  the  merits  or  de- 
merits of  certain  tentative  rules  proposed  by  the  Comimission, 
and  having  taken  into  consideration  the  suggestions  and  criti- 
cisms offered  by  such  utilities, 

IT  IS  ORDERED  that  the  following  Rules  and  Regulations 
shall  ,be  in  force  and  effect  on  and  after  June  ist,  19 14: 

1.  A  meter  may  be  considered  as  correct  if,  when  passing 
gas  at  the  rate  of  six  cubic  feet  per  hour,  per  light  capacity,  it 
shows,  in  coimparison  with  a  standard  gas  prover,  an  error 
which  is  not  greater  than  two  per  cent. 

2.  No  gas  company  shall  allow  a  gas  meter  to  reimain  in 
service  for  a  period  longer  than  five  years  without  checking  it 
for  accuracy  and  readjusting  it  if  found  incorrect. 

3.  Each  company  shall  keep  a  correct  and  complete  record 
of  tests  made  on  meters  before  installation  and  upon  receiving 
theim  froim  service. 

4.  Each  gas  company  shall  provide  itself  with  equipment 
necessiary  for  testing  meters,  such  equipment  to  consist  of  a 
standard  gas  meter  priover  with  suitable  accessories. 

5.  The  coimpany  furnishing  gas  which,  within  a  one  mile 
radius  'fro^m  the  distributing  center,  gives  a  monthly  average 
total  heating  value  of  not  less  than  475  B.  T.  U.,  with  a  mini- 
mum whicb  s'hall  never  fall  below  450  B.  T.  U.  may  be  consid- 
ered as  'giving  adequate  service  as  far  as  the  heating  value  of 
the  gas  is  concerned. 

6.  Each  gas  company  wfhose  output  exceeds  ten  -million 
cubic  feet  per  year,  shall  equip  itself  with  a  standard    calori- 
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meter  oiU'tfit,  with  w'hioh  periodic  tests  mpon  the  gas  shall  be 
made.  A  recond  of  these  tests  shall  be  imade  and  kept  open 
for  public  inispection. 

7.  Ga;s  pressure  as  measured  at  imeter  inlets  shall  never  be 
less  than  1%  inches  nor  more  than  five  inches  of  water  pres- 
sure, with  an  allowance  of  one  inch  increase  for  each  125  feet 
increase  in  elevation  above  the  holder,  and  the  daily  variation 
of  pressure  at  the  inlet  oif  any  one  meter  on  the  system  shall 
never  be  gireater  than  100  per  cent  of  the  minimum  pressure. 

8.  Bach  company  shall  make  frequent  measurements  of  the 
pressure  and  pressure  variations,  and  these  shall  be  kept  on 
record  and  open  for  inspection  by  any  user  of  the  service  of  the 
coimlpany. 

9.  In  no  ease  shall  the  gas  contain  more  than  thirty  grains 
of  'total  sulphur  per  100  cubic  feet,  and  not  more  than  a  trace 
of  sulphiur  as  sulphuretted  hydrogen. 

,  10.  Nb  electric  meter  which  registers  on  "no  Joad"  shall  be 
placed  in  service  or  allowed  to  remain  in  service. 

11.  No  electric  meter  shall  be  placed  in  service  or  allowed 
to  remain  in  service  which  has  an  error  of  registration  in  ex- 
cess of  four  per  cent  between  one-tenth  and  full  load. 

12.  Each  electric  meter  shall  be  tested  and  adjusted  for  ac- 
curacy within  sixty  days  prior  to  its  installation, 

13.  Each  electric  servdce  imeter  shall  be  tested  as  follows : 
All  meters  under  25  amperes,  two    and    three    wire,    single 

phase,  to  be  tested  at  least  once  in  every  24  months ;  between 
25  and  150  amperes,  single  phase,  to  be  tested  at  least  once  in 
18  months;  meters  having  a  capacity  in  excess  of  150  amperes, 
single  phase,  to  be  tested  at  least  once  in  12  months,  or  more 
frequently  if  the  average  of  tests  indicates  that  this  should  be 
done.  Tests,  as  above,  shall  be  -made  by  comparing  the  meter 
while  connected  in  its  place  of  service  with  approved  suitable 
standards. 

14.  A  complete  record  shall  be  kept  of  all  tests  made  on 
electric  meters. 

15.  Bach  company  supplying  eieotrical  energy  ishall  provide 
itself  with  suitable  equipment  for  the  testing  of  meters,  and 
shall  employ  such  methods  as  are  approved  by  the  Public  Serv- 
ice Commission. 

16.  Each  company  supplying  electrical  energy  shall  main- 
tain a   record  of  all   interruptions   of   service   upon   the    entire 
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syistem  or  'iiKajor  divisions  of  its  syistem,  and  inclitde  in  such  re- 
cord, time,  duration,  and  cause  of  each  inteirruptiom. 

17,  Each  company  suppilying-  electrical  energy  on  constant 
potential  systems  shall  adopt  land  maintain  a  standard  average 
value  of  voltage  as  measured  at  any  consumer's  cut-out,  w'hich 
shall  remain  constant  from  day  to-  day,  and  varying  during  any 
O'ne  day  by  an  amount  not  more  than  six  per  cent  fro^m   the 
minimum  value. 

18.  Each  utility  supplying  electrical  service  shall,  upon 
appilication,  specifically  inform  each  of  its  consumers  as  to  the 
conditions  under  which  efficient  service  may  be  secured  from 
its  system  and  render  its  coinsmmers  reasoinable  assisltance  in 
securing  incandescent  llamps  and  other  appliances  best  adopted 
to  fhe  service  furnished. 

19  Each  company  shall  keep  a  record  of  complaints  w'hich 
shall  include  the  naime  and  address  of  the  consumer,  the  date, 
the  nature  of  the  complaint,  and  action  taiken  to  satisfy. 

20.  BMls  rendered  periodically  by  the  company  shall  desig- 
nate the  readings  of  the  mieter  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  time 
for  whic'h  the  bill  is  rendered,  and  give  the  dates  at  which  the 
readings  were  taken. 

21.  Each  gas  or  electric  company  sihall  imake  a  test  of  the 
accuracy  of  a  meter  upon  request  of  a  consiumer,  iprovided  such 
meter  has  not  been  tesited  by  the  utility  or  by  the  Comimassion 
within  a  period  of  one  year  preceding  the  request.  A  report 
giving  the  results  of  sudh  tests  shall  be  made  to  the  consumer, 
and  a  complete  recortd  of  such  tests  shall  be  kept  on  file  in  the 
office  of  the  company.  Settlement  for  overcharge,  if  such  is 
found  to  exist,  siiall  be  made  on  basis  of  the  disclosed  error  and 
for  a  period  of  time  covering  one-half  of  the  interim  since  date 
of  last  test ;  unless  it  is  shown  conclusively  that  the  irregular- 
ity existed  for  some  definite  period. 

22.  If  a  consumer  is  dissatisfied  with  the  test  made  by  the 
utility,  and  makes  written  application  to  the  Public  Service 
Commission,  a  test  shall  Ibe  made  on  the  consumer's  meter  by 
an  inspector  employed  by  the  Public  Service  Commission,  such 
test  to  'be  made  as  soon  as  practicable  after  receipt  of  the  appli- 
cation. For  such  test  a  fee  covering  the  actual  expense  (mini- 
mium  $2.00),  shall  be  paid  by  the  consumer  making  the  appli- 
cation for  the  test  if  the  meter  is  found  to  be  slow,  or  correct 
within  the  allowable  limit,  and  iby  the  company    owning    the 
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meter  if  the  'meter  is  found  to  be  fast    beyond    the    allowable 
limit. 

23.  A  copy  of  all  schedules  of  rates  iais  well  as  all  Rules  and 
Regulaltions  on  file  with  the  Commission,  shall  be  kept  on  file 
in  each  office  of  any  anid  all  utilities  where  payments  are  made 
by  consumers,  and  isiuch  schedules  of  Rates,  Rules  and  Regu- 
lations shall  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  public. 

PUBLIC  SERVICE  COAIMISSION  OF  MONTANA 

By  R.  F.  McLaren,  Secretary. 
Helena,  Montana,  April  30th,  1914. 
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BEFORE  THE  PUBLIC  SERVICE  COMMISSION  OF 

MONTANA. 


Docket  No.  409. 


UPON  TH'E  INITIAL  MOTION  OF  THE  COMMISSION, 


against 


THE  MISSOULA  LIGHT  AND  WATER  COMPANY. 
IN  THE  MATTER  OF  Alleged  Excessive  and  Unreasonable 
Rates  Charged  for  Electric  Service. 


HEARING,  Jan.  27-28-29th,   1914. 
DECIDED,  June  2id,  1914. 


REPORT  AND  ORDER  OF  THE  COMMISSION. 


Number  98. 

It  appearing  to  the  Comimissioii  from  the  schedules  filed  with 
it  by  the  Missoula  Light  and  Water  Coimipany,  that  the  rates  in 
effect  for  electricail  energy  were  excessive  and  unreasonable, 
notice  was  issued  under  date  October  27th,  1913,  of  the  Com- 
mission's ideterminatiom  to  make  forimal  dnvestigation,  and  giv- 
ing the  utility  twenty  days  within  which  to  file  other  schedule 
of  rates,  in  lieu  of  those  then  in  effect.  Revised  schedules  were 
fileld  with  this  Board  within  the  time  specified,  but  the  same 
not  affording  the  desired  relief,  a  hearing  was  duly  an'd  regu- 
larly held  at  Missoula,  January  27th,  28th,  29th,  1914. 

REPRESENTED: 

Defendant By  W.     M.     Eickford, 

-  - -.ry-yr;    "    w.    L.    Murphy. 

City   of  Missoula By  Frank    Woody. 

City    of    Stevensville By  John   McLaughlin. 

City    of    Victor    By  W.   B.    Wiles. 

City  of  Hamilton By  H.    J.    Spaulding, 

"    R.   M.   Peck, 
"    C.  E.   Hartley. 

COMMISSIONERS: 

Boj'le, 

Morley, 

Hall. 

Alvord,    Counsel. 

Respondent  furnishes  electrical  energy  in  the  Cities  of  Mis- 
sou-la  and  tihrO'Ughout  the  Bitter  Rooit  Valley  comprising  Ham- 
ilton, Woodside,  Corvaillis,  Victor,  Stevensville,  Florence,  and 
Lo  Lo.    The  current  is  generated  by  water  power  near  Bonner, 
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by  the  Clark- MissouJa  Power  Company ;  the  entire  production 
being-  purchased  by  the  Missoula  Street  Railway  Company  and 
the  Missoula  Light  and  Water  Company,  and  by  the  latter  dis- 
tributed to  the  various  points  of  consumption  as  above  named. 
The  distance  from  Bonner  to  Hamilton,  the  farthest  point  in 
the  valley  served  iby  the  Missoula  Light  and  Water  Company 
is  about  60  miles. 

AJt  the  hearing  in  this  proceeding  evidence  was  first  intro- 
duced by  respondent  as  to  the  method  and  cost  of  operation  and 
the  investment  in  the  electrical  department  of  its  plant.  The  rec- 
ord shows  that  there  were  in  the  Bitter  Root  Valley  at  the  close 
of  the  year  1913,  805  consumers  of  electricity  for  light    and    power 
purposes,  and  the  equipment  used  in  supplying  this  number  of 
customers  'Was  adequate  to  furnish  a  great  many  more.  In  other 
words,  the  plant  installed  was  caipable  of  handling  much  more 
business  than  the  Bitter  Root  Valley  could  furnish,  and    that 
this,  in  a  imeasure,  "wsus  responsible  for  excessive  loss  in  trans- 
fonnation. 

Aill  of  the  testimony  with  the  exception  of  that  regarding  the 
municipal  lig^hting  at  Stevensville  indicated  that  the  quality  of 
service  was  good. 

For  the  Bitter  Root  V^alley  system  the  present  schedule  of 
rates  is  arranged  in  blocks  of  50  kilowatt  hours.  The  first 
iblock  is  i6c  gross  and  decreases  one  cent  per  kwh.  for  each 
block  of  50  kwh.  until  a  consumption  of  650  kwh.  has  been 
reached.  The  discount  on  this  schedule  is  10  per  cent.  Tliere- 
fore  the  net  price  for  the  first  50  kwh.  is  14.4c  and  the  average 
net  price  for  650  ikWh.  would  be  9.9c.  The  minimum  is  $1.50 
per  month.  For  a  two  year  contract  this  gross  rate  is  discotiiit- 
ed  10  and  10  per  cent,  and  for  a  five  year  contract  10,  10,  and 
10  (per  cent.  The  minimum  charge  under  two  and  five  year 
contracts  is  $5.00  per  month.  On  power  the  same  system  of 
iblocks  and  discounts  is  aipplied  with  a  gross  rate  Of  eight  cents 
(per  kwh.  for  the  first  50;  the  minimum  monthly  charge  being 
$2.50  per  'horse  power  maximum  demand. 

For  Missoula  the  present  scale  "A"  starts  with  a  block  of  175 
kwh.  at  14c  gross.  It  then  decreases  regularly  until  a  consump- 
tion of  500  kwh.  "has  'been  reached,  at  which  point  the  rate  is 
nine  cents.  The  discount  on  this  schedule  is  10  per  cent,  mak- 
ing the  net  rate  for  the  first  175  kwh.  12.6c  and  for  500  kwh. 
8.IC.    The  minimum  monthly  charge  is  $1.00.     For  a  two  year 
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contract  this  gross  rate  is  idiscounted  lo  an'd  lo  per  cent,  mak- 
ing the  not  rate  for  tihe  first  175  kwh.  11.34c  and  for  500  kwh. 
7.29c.  The  iminimaiim  imonthly  charge  (being  $5.00.  For  a  five 
year  'contract  the  gross  rate  is  eiglit  cents  with  a  discount  Oif 
one  cent  for  any  consumiption  exceeding  350  bwh.  The  mini- 
m'Utm  monthly  charge  under  this  rate  is  $25.00. 

For  power  in  the  City  of  Missoula,  tlie  schedule  follows  the 
plan  as  outlined  under  schedule  A  abo^e,  excepit  as  to  rate 
which  is  50  per  cent  of  schedule  A  and  a  discount  of  10  per 
cent  allowed.  Therefore  the  rate  for  the  first  175  kwih.  is  6.3c 
net,  and  for  500  kwh.  4.051c  net.  TIhe  minimivm  monthly  charge 
is  $2.50  per  horsepower,  maximum  demand. 

The  Commission  has  made  an  exihaustive  investigation  of 
the  plant  and  equipment  used  and  useful  in  the  conduct  of  the 
electrical  department  of  this  defendant,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
termining a  scale  of  rates  that  will  allow  a  fair  amd  reasonable 
return  u^pon  the  iproperty  and  provide  for  the  operation  of  the 
plant  in  such  a  way  as  to  render  the  best  service  possible  under 
existing  conditions,  and  having  taken  into  consideration  all  of 
the  mialtters  and  things  'having  to  do  with  the  conduct  of  de- 
fendaint's  property,  we  find  and  so  'hold  that  the  rates  as 
dharged  at  the  'present  time  are  excessive,  to  the  extent  that 
they  exceed  the  rates  named  in  (the  schedules  attached  hereto, 
and  which  are  >miade  a  part  of  this  report  and  order. 

WHEREFORE,  in  view  of  the  testimon}^  submitted  and  in- 
vestii'gation  made  by  this  Commission,  and  the  conclusions  based 
thereon, 

IT  IS  ORDERED  that  the  following  schedule  of  rates  shall 
be  pult  into  force  and  effect  not  'later  than  the  24th  day  of  June, 
1914,  and  shall  so  remain  in  effect  until  the  further  order  or 
approval  of  this  Connmission. 

The  Secretary  is  directed  to  serve  upon  the  Missoula  Light 
and  Water  Oottnpany,  a  true  and  certified  copy  of  this  Report 
and  Orlder. 

PUBLIC  SERVICE  COMMISSIO'N  OF  MONTANA 

By  R.  F.  MicLAREN,  Secretary. 
Helena,  Montana,  June  9th,  1914. 

Commissioner  Hall  not  concurring,  and  resei^^es  the  right  to 
issue  a  dissenting  opinon. 
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BEFORE  THE  PUBLIC  SERVICE  COMMISSION  OF 

MONTANA. 


Docket  No.  409. 


UPON  THE  INITIAL  MOTION  OF  THE  COMMISSION, 
against 

THE  MISSOULA  LIGHT  AND  WATER  COMPANY. 

IN  THE  MATTER  OF  Alleg-ed  Excessive  and  Unreasonable 


Rates  Charged  for  Electric  Service. 


HEARING,  Jan,  27,  28,  and  29,  1914. 
DECIDED,  June  2d,  1914. 


Dissenting  Opinion  of  J.  H.  Hall,  Commissioner. 


I   cannot  understand  the  necessity  of  the  majority     of   this 
Commission  going  to  the  trouble  of  making  out    an    elaborate 
finding  of  fact  and  order  in  this  docket,  as  the  rates    promul- 
gated are  sim/ply  a  'copy  of  the  rates  discussed  by  this  Commis- 
sion and  by  the  attorneys  for  the  co'mpany,  a  few  days  previous 
to  the  date  of  the  Commission's  order  in  the  above  case;  so  that 
I  cannot  see  where  the  necessity  comes  to  an  elaborate  argu- 
ment as  to  why  the  rates  should  be  put  in  force.     Why  should 
they  not  say:     "The  above  rates  have  been    agreed    to  by  us 
and  the  Missoula  Light  and  Wiater  Company.    They  are  satis- 
factory to  them  and  to  us,  and  we  intend  to  put  them  into  ef- 
fect at  once." 

It  appeals  to  me  that  nothing  more  was  necessary.  They 
could  have  saved  time,  saved  paper,  and  it  is  more  on  the 
square.  On  the  rates,  as  agreed  to  by  the  Missoula  Light  and 
Water  Company  and  accepted  by  a  majority  of  this  Commis- 
sion, I  refused  to  agree  that  they  are  as  low  as  they  might  be 
made.  I  feel  that  the  amount  given  as  the  valuation  of  the 
property  could  'be  materially  reduced,  and  a  number  of  the 
items  listed  could  (be  eliminated.  On  these  I  will  not  go  into 
•detail,  but  will  say  that  with  these  eliminations,  they  would 
hajve  a  fair  return  on  their  investment  if  the  same  rates  had 
been  put  into  effect  as  are  now  operative  in  Butte,  Billings, 
Bozeman,   Livingsiton,  and   Great   Falls;  also  that  the  rates  in 
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Hamilton,  Victor,  Stevensville,  and  other  points  in  the  Bitter 
Root  Valley  icouid  have  been  lowered  to  the  small  town  rate  of 
eastern  Montana. 

J.  H.  HALL, 

Commissioner. 
Helena,  Montana,  June  nth,  1914. 


SCHEDULE  OF  RATES  FOR  MISSOULA  SYSTEM. 
Schedule  "A"— General  Rate. 

First       50   KW.  Hrs.  used  pei-   month  11.5c   per   Kilowatt   Hour. 

Next      50   K"W.  Hrs.  used  per   montii  11.0c   per   Kilowatt  Hour. 

Next    100   KW.  Hrs.  used  per   month  10.5c   per  Kilowatt   Hour. 

Next     300   KW-  Hrs.  used  per   month     9.5c   per   Kilowatt   Hour. 

Next     500   KW  .  Hrs.  used  per  month     7.5c   per   Kilowatt   Hour. 

Next  1000   KW.  Hrs.  used  per   month     5.5c   per   Kilowatt   Hour. 

Next  5000   KW.  Hrs.  used  per   month     4.5c   per  Kilowatt   Hour. 
All  additional  KW.  Hrs.  used  per  month     3.5c  per  Kilowatt  Hour. 

The  above  suibject  to  a  discount  of  five  per  cent  (5%)  if  paid 
at  the  Company's  office  within  ten  days  from  date  of  bill. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  $1.00. 

If  the  number  of  lamps  or  sockets  connected  exceeds  twenty 
(20),  the  monthly  minimum  payment  shall  be  not  less  than  a 
STjm.  equivalent  to  five  cents  (5c)  for  each  50  watt  lamp  equiv- 
alent, or  emipty  socket. 

The  above  rate  includes  free  renewals  under  the  Rules  and 
Regulations  of  the  Company  of  all  standard  Edison  base,  met- 
alized  filament  lamps. 

The  Company  reserves  the  right  to  not  install  a  meter  when 
no  more  than  120  watts  are  connected  for  use  from  dusk  until 
midnight  only.  The  charge  for  such  lighting  service  will  be 
$1.25  per  month  net  for  each  60  watts  installed. 

Schedule  "B"— Flat  Rate  Lighting. 
This  schedule  may  be  taken  for  any  Sign,  Oiutline,  Display 
Window  and   Spectacular    Lighting    amounting    to    $2.00    per 
month  or  imore,  on  which  the  Company's  service  will  be  used 
exclusively  for  a  term  of  two  years. 

1   to  600  watts  All  larger 

Connected  Installations 

Per    watt    per    month — in    cents 

Dusk  to  10  o'clock  P.  M.  1.25  1.2 

Dusk  to  11  o'clock  P.  M.  1.6  1.5 

Dusk  to  12  o'clock  P.  M.  2.0  1.9 

Dusk  to     1  o'clock  A.  M.  2.35  2.2 

All    night    service  4.0  3.5 

Free  renewals  of  all  sizes  of  metalized  filament  lamps  w'ill 
be  miade  under  this  rate. 
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The  above  rates  are  subject  to  a  'discount  of  ten  per  cent 
(io%)  iif  paid  at  the  Company's  office  wnthin  ten  idays  from 
date  of  Ibill. 

Minimiuim  monthly  chiarg"e  $2.00. 

Schedule  "C" — Heating  and  Cooking  Rate. 

3I/2C  per  kilowatt  hour. 

Minimuim  mon'thly  charge  $2.00. 

Separate  meter  is  required. 

Other  electric  ;household  apipliances  can  be  connected  on  the 
samie  'm'eter. 

Alii  wiring  immst  be  encloised  "in  iron  conduit. 

The  albove  subject  to  a  discount  of  one-half  cent  (3^c)  per 
kilowatt  hour  if  q>aid  at  the  Company's  office  within  ten  days 
from  date  of  bill. 

Company  s^all  have  'the  right  to  require  a  deposit  of  $2.00  per 
month  as    a  guarantee    of    the    payment    of    bills    under    this 
service. 

Schedule  "D"— Power  Rates. 

Alternating  current  motors  $1.00  per  month  per  horse  power 
connected  plus  the  following  'sliding  «icaile  rate  per  kilowatt 
houir : 

Horse   Power  Rate   per   Kilowatt   Hour 

1  or     less  3.5c 

2  3.4c 

3  3.2c 
5  3.0c 
7%  2.7c 

10  2.2c 

15  2.1c 

20  2.0c 

25  1.9c 

35  1.8c 

50  16c 

75  1.4c 

100  1.2c 

If  the  connected  load  does  not  correspond  exactly  with  any 
load  listed  in  the  table,  the  next  smaller  number  of  horse  power 
is  to  (be  used  in  determining  the  kilowatt  hour  rate. 

In  cases  where  the  connected  horse  ipower  on  individual 
motors  is  materially  larger  than  the  maximum  demand,  the 
charges  may  ibe  used  on  a  smaller  number  of  horse  power  more 
nearly  corresponding  ,vvith  the  actual  maximum  demand,  pro- 
viding that  the  maximum  demand  on  whicih  the  fixed  charge 
per  :horse  power  is  based  is  not  less  than  50  per  cent  of  the  in- 
stalled capacity. 
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Where  the  installation  consists  of  a  large  number  of  motors 
anid  the  load  is  of  such  character  that  the  maximum  demand 
bears  no  definite  irelatioin  to  the  icomnected  load,  a  curve  draw- 
ing watt-^meter  may  be  installed  and  the  charge  based  on  th-e 
maximuim  demand  shown  by  this  meter,  together  with  the  kilo- 
watt hours  shown  by  a  watt-hour  meter,  or  the  maximum  de- 
miand  imay  be  estimated  hy  the  Company  and  specified  in  the 
contract. 

This  rate  applies  to  indu'Strial  power  only,  save  that  indus- 
trial lighting  requisite  in  connection  with  the  particular  power 
,  installation  'may  be  connected  to  the  extent  of  3  per  cent  of  the 
connected  poiwer  load  when  the  monthly  demand  is  in  excess 
of  twenty-five  (25)  horse  power. 

The  above  rates  are  net. 

The  mdnimum  imonthly  charge  in  no  event  will  be  less  than 
$1.50. 

SCHEDULE  OF  RATES  FOR  BITTER    ROOT    VALLEY 

SYSTEM. 
Schedule  "A"— General  Rate. 

First       25  KW.  Hi's.    used    per    month    15c    per    Kilowatt  Hour. 

Next       25  KW.  Hrs.    used    per    month    14c    per    Kilowatt  Hour. 

Next       25  KW.  Hrs.     used    per    month  13c    per    Kilowatt  Hour. 

Next      25  KW.  Hrs.    used    per    month  12%c    per    Kilowatt  Hour. 

Next      50  KW.  Hrs.    used    per    month  12c    per    Kilowatt  Hour. 

Next       50  KW.  Hrs.    used    per    month  ll%c    per    Kilowatt  Hour. 

Next     100  KW.  Hrs.    used    per    month  lie    per    Kilowatt  Hour. 

Next     100  KW.  Hrs.    used    per    month  lO^c    per   Kilowatt  Hour. 

Next     100  KW.  Hrs.    used    per    month     SVzC    per    Kilowatt  Hour. 

Next     500  KW.  Hrs.    used    per    month     S^^c    per    Kilowatt  Hour. 

Next  1000  KW.  Hrs.    used    per    month     7c       per    Kilowatt  Hour. 

Next  3000  KW.  Hrs.    used    per    month     6c       per    Kilowatt  Hour. 

AH  additional  KW.   Hrs.    used  per  month     oc  per  Kilowatt  Hour. 

The  above  sulbjeot  to  a  discount  of  ten  per  cent  (10%)  if  paid 
at  the  Company's  office  wiithin  ten  (10)  days  from  date  of  bill. 

Minimum  montlhly  charge  $1.25. 

If  the  connect eid  load  exceeds  1000  watts,  the  minimum 
charge  shall  be  increased  to  the  extent  of  five  cents  for  each  50 
watt  lamp  equivalent  or  empty  socket  in  excess  oi  1000  watts. 

The  Company  reserves  the  right  to  not  instaill  a  meter  when 
no  'more  than  120  watts  are  connected  for  use  from  dusik  until 
midnight  only.  The  clharge  for  such  lighting  service  will  be 
$1.25  per  month  net  for  each  60  watts  installed. 

The  above  rate  includes  ifree  renewals  under  the  Rules  and 
Regulations  of  the  Company,  of  all  standard  Edison  base,  met- 
al i  zed  filament  lamps. 
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Schedule  "B"— Flat  Rate  Lighting. 
This  schedule  imay  be  taken  for  any  Sign,  Otitline,  Display 
Window   and    Spectacular   Lighting    amounting    to  $2.00    per 
month  or  more  on  which  the  Company's  service  will  be  used 
exclusively  for  a  term  of  two  years. 

1    to    600    watts  All    larger 

Connected  Installations 

Per    watt    per    month — in    cents 
Dusk  to  10  o'clock  P.  M.  1.25  1.2 

Dusk  to  11  o'clock  P.  M.  1.60  1.5 

Dusk  to  12  o'clock  P.  M.  2.0  1.9 

Dusk  to     1  o'clock  A.  M.  2.35  2.2 

All    night    service  4.0  3.5 

Minimum  monthly  charge  $2.00. 

Schedule  "C" — Heating  and  Cooking  Rate. 

$1.00  per  month  fixed  charge. 

Plus  sV^c  per  kilowatt  hour. 

Miniimuim  monthly  charge  $2.00. 

Separate  mieter  is  required. 

Other  electric  household  appliances  can  he  connected  on  the 
sarnie  meter. 

Aill  wiring  must  be  enclosed  in  iron  conduit. 

The  above  subject  to  a  discount  of  one-^half  cent  (%ic)  per 
kilowatt  hour  if  (paid  at  the  Ctoimpany's  office  within  ten  days 
from  date  of  -bill. 

Company  shall  have  the  right  to  require  a  deposit  of  $2.00 
per  imonth  as  a  guarantee  of  ithe  payment  of  bills  under  this 
service. 

This  rate  is  for  yearly  contracts  and  cannot  be  used  for  short 
term  or  temporary  ^connections. 

Schedule  "D"— Power  Rates. 

i\jlte mating  current  motors  $1.00  per  month  per  ho*rse  power 
connected  plus  the  following  sliding  scale  rate  per  kilowatt 
hour: 

Horse  Power  Rate  per  Kilowatt  Hour 

1  or     less  3.5c 

2  3.4c 

3  3.2c 
5  3.0c 
7%  2.7c 

10  2.2c 

15  2.1c 

20  2.0c 

25  1.9c 

35  1.8c 

50  1.6c 

75  1.4c 

100  1.2c 


RAILROAD  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA  207 

If  connected  load  does  not  correspond  exactly  with  any  load 
listed  in  the  table,  the  next  smaller  numlber  of  horse  power  is 
to  (be  used  in  'determining  the  kilowatt  hoirr  rate. 

In  oases  where  the  'connected  horse  pofwer  on  individual 
motlOT'S  is  imaterially  larger  than  the  miaxiimuim  demand,  the 
charges  /may  be  used  on  a  'Smialler  number  of  horse  power  more 
nearly  correspondino-  with  the  actual  imaxi-mium  demand,  pro- 
viding that  the  maximium  demand  on  which  the  fixed  charge 
per  horse  power  is  based  lis  not  less  than  50  per  cent  of  the  in- 
stalled capacity. 

Where  the  installation  consists  of  a  large  numiber  of  motors 
and  the  load  is  of  such  character  that  the  maximum  demand 
bears  no  definite  relation  to  the  connected  'load,  a  curve  draw- 
ing watt-meter  may  ibe  installed  and  the  charge  based  on  tbe 
maxiimuim  demand  shown  by  thiis  -meter,  together  with  the  kilo- 
watt hours  shown  by  a  watt-fhour  meter,  or  the  maximum  de- 
mand may  ])e  estimated  by  the  Company  and  specified  in  the 
contract. 

This  rate  applies  tO'  industrial  power  only,  save  thart  indiis- 
trial  lig'hting  requisite  in  connection  with  the  particular  power 
installation  may  be  connected  to  the  extent  of  3  per  cent  of  the 
comiecteid  power  load  when  the  monthly  demand  is  in  excess 
of  twenty-ifive  (25)  horse  power. 

The  aibove  rates  are  net. 

The  'miini'mum  monthly  charge  in  no  event  will  be  less  than 
$1.50. 

RULES  AND  REGULATIONS. 

1.  The  office  of  the  Company  will  be  open  daily  for    the 
transaction  of  (business  and  the  accommodation  of  the  public 
from  8 130  A.  M.  until  5  130  P.  M.,  with  the  exception  of  Sundays 
and  holidays. 

2.  The  Company  will  furnish  service  only  upon  written  ap- 
plication made  on  the  Company's  regular  form. 

3.  To  receive  service,  the  consumer  shall  provide  a  suitable 
location  and  connections   satisfactory  to  the  Company  for  its 
meter  or  meters.     The  consumer  recognizes  the    right    of  the 
Coimpany  to  have  access  at  all  reasonable  hours  to  his  prem- 
ises to  inspect  its  imeters,  connections  and  serviice  amd  to  change 
or  remove  its  meters. 

4.  The  Company  will  not  extend  its  secondary  lines  more 
than  300  feet  for  one  electric  light  consumer.     Exitensions  of 
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lines  for  power  service  will  'be  niiade  on  the  basis  of  lOO  feet 
for  each  horse  ipower  connected,  ibased  upon  a  minimum  serv- 
ice of  one  year.  Extensions  of  'more  than  i,ooo  feet  of  prim- 
ary or  secondary  ilines  will  be  made  only  upon  special  arrange- 
m'ents. 

5.  The  Company  shall  have  the  right  to  require  a  deposit  of 
a  sum  equal  to  an  estimated  amount  of  one  and  one-half 
mionths'  (bills  as  a  guarantee  for  the  payment  of  all  bills.  In 
lieu  of  this,  a  suitable  security  will  be  accepted  by  the  Com- 
pany. 

6.  Interest  will  be  paid  on  customer's  deposit  at  the  rate  of 
6  per  cent  per  annum,  providing  deposits  are  left  with  the  Com- 
pany for  six  consecutive  months  or  longer.  Also,  providing 
that  the  customer  has  used  service  continuo'usly  during  the 
period  and  that  his  ibidls  for  current  have  ibeen  paid  during  such 
period. 

7.  Charges  for  service  will  begin  when  connection  is  made. 
Metered  service  only  on  the  Company's  meters.  Character  of 
service  as  emibodied  in  consumer's  accepted  application. 

8.  All  'bills  are  due  when  rendered,  and  payable  at  the  Com- 
pany's office.      Discounts   will  appl}^  as  provided  herein,    and 
m'U'St  be  shown  on  the  bill.     Failure  to  receive    bills  will    not 
entitle  the  consumer  to  discounts  which  may  apply. 

9.  The  Co'mlpany  will  n'ot  serve  a  consumer  who  is  in  ar- 
rears for  previous  service  until  such  arrears  have  been  paid  or 
until  arrangements  satisfactory  to  the  Company  have  been 
made. 

10.  For  any  temporary  service,  the  consumer  miust  pay  all 
costs  of  connecting  and  disconnecting. 

11.  For  the  purpose  of  determining  the  amount  of  service 
used,  a  meter  shall  be  installed  by  the  Company  upon  the  con- 
sumer's premises,  at  a  point  most  convenient  for  the  Company's 
service,  upon  the  reading  of  which  meter  all  bills  shall  be  cal- 
culated. If  more  than  one  meter  is  installed,  except  where 
service  conditions  on  a  consumer's  single  premises  mia'ke  the 
installation  of  more  than  one  meter  necessary,  eacih  meter 
shall  be  considered  by  itself  in  calculating  the  amount  of  the 
bill.  When  more  than  one  meter  is  installed  under  the  excep- 
tion to  this  rule,  the  sums  of  the  consumptions  and  demands 
shall,  in  all  cases,  be  taken  as  the  total  consimiption  and  de- 
ma  md. 
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12.  As  ith'C  Coimpany  is  supplying  different  kinds  oif  service 
in  different  localities,  to  iprotect  the  power  consumers  against 
th'e  purchase  of  improper  appliances,  it  is  essential  that  power 
consumers  ascertain  from  the  Company  the  kimd  of  service  sup- 
plied in  the  respective  loicality  in  wihich  he  wishes  service. 

13.  Industrial  power  rates  apipdy  to  industrial  ipower  only, 
save  that  inidustrial  lig^hting  'may  'be  connected  to  the  extent  of 
fhree  per  cent  of  the  connected  load  in  power  when  the  month- 
ly demand  is  in  excess  of  twenty-five  horse  power. 

14.  Demand,  where  specified  in  the  Company's  rate  sched- 
ules 'or  contracts,  is  the  greatest  amount  of  power  used  by  the 
consumer  at  any  one  time.  It  may  be  estimated  or  determined 
by  measurements  by  the  Company  or  specified  in  the  contract. 
After  being  determined  or  specified  in  the  contract,  it  shall  not 
be  decreased  except  as  specified  in  the  Coimpany's  rate  sclhed- 
ules  or  contract.  If  at  any  titoe  the  measured  demand  s'hoaild 
be  fountd  to  be  greater  than  determined  or  specified,  the  said 
greater  idemand  shall  be  taken  as  the  basis  oi  charge  thereafter. 
Special  permission  imay  be  given  by  the  Company,  at  its  option, 
to  exceed  the  demand  specified  upon  extraordinary  occasions 
for  a,  limited  period. 

15.  In  case  of  failure  to  obtain  a  reading  of  the  meter,  an 
estimated  bill  will  be  rendered,  so  marked. 

16.  Any  temporary  failure  on  the  part  O'f  the  Company  to 
supply  service  by  reason  oi  accidents  or  otherwise,  shall  not 
render  the  Company  liable  beyond  a  pro  rated  abatement  of 
service  charges  during  suc'h  interruption. 

17.  The  Company  shall  not  beliable  in  any  event  for  any 
damage  whatsoever,  caused  by  the  use  of  any  improper  ap- 
paratus or  appliances,  or  any  improper  construction  or  placing 
thereof,  or  any  improper  use  or  operation  of  any  apparatus  or 
appliances  upon  the  customer's  preimdses,  or  for  any  damage 
'wihatsoever  to  any  person  or  persons  upon  the  customer's  prem- 
ises, not  caused  by  the  Company's  negligence,  and  the  consumer 
accepts  and  assumes  all  liability  for  any  damages  specified  in 
this  rule. 

18.  The    Company   will   furnish   free   renewal  of   discolored, 
burned  out,  unbroken  standard  Edison  base,  metalized  filament 
lamps,  provided  said  lamps  'have  been  used  during  their  life  on 
the  lines  of  the  Company  under  general  lighting  rate  schedules. 
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19.  Should  th€  consumer  desire  to  change  the  location  of 
an}^  arc  laimp,  sign  or  other  equipment,  such  change  will  be 
made  only  at  the  consuimer's  expense. 

20.  All  appliances,  lamps  and  wiring  supplied  by  the  Com- 
pany and  installed  on  the  consumer's  premises,  shall  be  and  re- 
main the  property  of  the  Company,  and  the  consumer  will  per- 
miit  the  removal  of  same  by  the  Comipany  upon  the  discontinu- 
ance of  service. 

21.  Twenty-four  (24)  hours'  notice  (Sundays  and  holidays 
not  considered)  must  be  given  in  writing  at  the  Company's  of- 
fice to  diiSicontinue  service. 

22.  The  Company  reserves  the  right  to  discontinue  its  serv- 
ice without  notice  for  any  of  the  following  reasons :  For  repairs, 
for  insufficiency  of  energy  supply,  for  non-pajTnent  of  bills 
when  due,  to  prevent  fraud  or  abuse,  for  the  failure  of  the  con- 
sumer to  comply  with  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Com- 
pany, for  the  inalbility  of  the  Company  to  render  service  by  rea- 
son of  legal  process  or  direction  of  public  authority,  or  by  rea- 
son of  strikes,  riots,  fire,  flood,  accident  or  any  unaivoidable 
cause. 

23.  No  modification  of  the  rates  or  of  the  Rules  and  Reg- 
ulations appertaining  thereto  shall  be  made  by  any  agent  or 
employe  of  the  Company. 

RULES  REGULATING  THE  INSTALLATION  OF 
ELECTRIC  METERS. 

a.  With  every  new  installation  (when  required)  a  Meter 
Connection  Blodk  must  be  installed  by  the  contractor,  which 
will  be  furnished  Iby  and  always  remain  the  property  of  the 
Company. 

b.  The  final  connections  from  the  Meter  Connection  Block 
to  the  meter  will  be  made  Iby  the  Company.  Contractors  are 
requested  to  notify  their  employes  that  this  rule  will  be  strictly 
enforced. 

c.  The  connections  from  the  Meter  Connection  Block  to  the 
meter  must  not  be  altered  except  iby  a  representative  of  the 
Company. 

d.  Consumers  and  contractors  must  notify  the  Company 
w'hen  any  extensions  or  alterations  are  made  in  their  wiring. 

e.  Meters  must  be  located  as  near  as  possible  to  the  point 
of  entrance  of  the  service  into  the  building,  and  not  more  than 
seven  feet  from  the  floor. 
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f.  Under  no  circuimstamces  will  meters  be  installeid  in  bed- 
roams,  bathrooms,  over  stoves  or  sinks,  over  doors,  or  on  sup- 
ports subject  to  excessive  vibration. 

g.  Plans  for  special  installations  and  lighting  installations  of 
more  ithan  ten  kilowatt  capacity,  must    be    submitted    to  the 
Comipany  for  lapprovail  by  the  contractors  before  work  is  com- 
menced. 

h.  All  wires  from  the  end  of  the  service  to  the  meter  con- 
nection (block  or  imeter  closet  must  be  run  in  continuous  con- 
diiit. 

i.  All  installations  'having  the  equivalent  of  forty  50-watt 
lamips  or  more  shall  be  provided  with  meter  loops  for  three- 
•wire  imeters. 

j,  A  separate  circuit  and  meter  must  be  provided  for  motors 
of  larger  capacity  than  one-half  horse  power. 

k.  The  meters  of  the  Comipany  will  be  sealed.  The  break- 
ing of  the  seals  by  unauthorized  persons  tamipering  with  wires, 
meters  or  cutouts  is  prohibited  by  law  (Section  8659  of  the 
Penal  Code  of  the  State  of  Montana). 

Should  any  question  arise  as  to  the  application  of  these  rules 
where  there  may  be  an  apparent  conflict  with  "Standards  for 
Gas  and  Electric  Service"  as  promulgated  in  the  Commission's 
Ord^er  Numiber  92,  dated  April  30th,  1914,  the  latter  will  in  all 
cases  govern. 
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BEFORE  THE  PUBLIC   SERVICE  COMMISSION  OF 

MONTANA. 


Docket  No.  408. 


UPON  THE  INITIAL  MOTION  OF  THE  COMMISSION, 
against 

THE    NORTH E'RiN    IDAHO    AND    MONTANA    POW'ER 

COMPANY. 
IN  THE  MATTER  OF  Adleged  Excessive  and  Unreasonable 

Rates  Charged  for  Electric  Service. 


HEARING,  January  23d  and  24th,  1914. 
DECIDED,  June  8th,  1914. 

REPORT  AND  ORDER  OF  THE  COMMISSION. 


No.  100. 

It  aippearing  to  the  Comimission  froim  the  schedule  filed  with 
it  ihy  the  Northern  Idaho  and  Montana  Power  Company,  that 
the  rates  in  effect  for  electrical  energy  were  excessive  arnd  dis- 
criminatory, notice  was  issued  under  date  oi  O'ctober  27th,  1913, 
of  the  Co'mimission's  determination  to  m.ake  formal  investiga- 
tion, and  giving  the  utility  'twenty  days  within  wfhich  to  file 
other  schedules  of  rates  in  lieu  of  those  then  in  effect.  Revised 
schedules  were  filed  with  this  Board,  but  the  same'  not  afford- 
ing the  desired  relief,  a  hearing  was  duly  and  regularly  held 
at  Kalispell,  January  23d,  and  continued  at  Poison,  January 
24tih,  1914. 

REPRESENTED: 

Defendant By  W.    N.    Noffsinger, 

"    Judge  Jamefa   S.    Cummins; 

City  of  Whitefish By  E.   Tenner; 

City    of    Columbia    Falls By  M.   A.   Butler; 

City  of  Poison By  James    Harbert; 

City  of  Bigfork Not    represented; 

City  of  Kalispell Not  represented. 

COMMISSIONERS: 
Boyle, 
Morley, 
Hall. 

Respondent  furnishes  electrical  energy  in  the  cities  of  Kalis- 
pell, Whitefish,  Columibia  Falls  and  Bigfork,  which  is  gener- 
ated by  (water  power  at  Bigfork.  It  also  serves  the  town  of 
Poison,  situated  at  the  southern  extremiity  of  Flathead  Lake ; 
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this  latter  plant  beiiigf  operated  by  steam  and  is  a  separate  cor- 
poration, aithougth  bearing  the  name  of  Northern  Idaho  and 
Montama  Power  Company. 

The  Commission  has  iound  lit  necessary  to  make  a  very  com- 
plete analysis  of  the  A^alue  and  financial  condition  of  defendant's 
property.     Many  rates  in  effect  are  found  to  be  discriminatory, 
as  'betrween  persons ;  although  generally  speaking,  respondent's 
rates  compare  favorably  with  any  in  the  state. 

Present  schedules  are  as  follows : 
KalispeH  Lighting  Rate: 

IOC  net  iper  K.  W.  H.  for  first  300  K.  W.  H.  useid  per  month ; 

8c  net  per  K.  W.  H.  for  any  consumipbion  exceeding  300  K. 
W.  H.  per  month. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  $1.00. 

Whitefish  Lighting  Rate: 

First     25  K.  W.    H.    used   per   month 15c 

Next     25   K.  W.   H.    used  per  month 14c 

Next    50   K.  W.   H.    used  per  month 13c 

Next  100  K.  W.   H.   used   per  month 12c 

Next  100   K.  "W.   H.   used  per  month 1 lie 

Next  100   K.  W.   H.   used  per   month 10c 

Next  100  K.  W.    H.    used  per  month 9c 

All  additional  K.  W.  H.  used  per  month 8c 

Above  suibject  to  a  discount  of  10  per  cent. 
Minimum  monthly  cOiarge  $1.25. 
Columbia  Falls  Lighting  Rate: 
I5ic  net  per  K.  W.  H. 
Illinimum  monthly  charge  $1.25. 

Bigfork  Lighting  Rate: 

IOC  net  per  K,  W.  H. 

Minimium  monthly  charge  $2.00. 
KalispeH,  Columbia  Falls  and  Bigfork  Power  Rate: 

First    250  K.   W.   H.    used   per  month 6c 

Next     250  K.   W.   H.   used  per   month 5c 

Next    500  K.   W.   H.   used   per   month 4c 

Next  1500   K.   W.   H.    used  per  month 3c 

Next  2500  K.   W.   H.    used   per  month 2c 

All  additional  K.   W.   H.   used  per  month Ic 

Minimum   charge  per  H.   P.  per  mo.     IVz  H.   P.   and  under $3.00 

Minimum  charge  per  H.   P.  per  mo.  10  to  20  H.   P 1-50 

Minimum  charge  per  H.   P.   per  mo.    25  and  over 1-00 

Above  rates  net. 
Whitefish  Power  Rate: 

Same  rates  and  minima  as  above,  but  subject  to  a  discount 
of  10  per  cent 


214  SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

Poison  Lighting  Rate: 

20c  per   K.    W.    H. 
Subject  to  a  discount  of  10%. 
Minimum   monthly  charge   $2.00. 

Poison  Power  Rate: 

lOc  per  K.   W.   H. 

Subject  to  a  discount  of   10%. 

Minimum  charge  per  H.  P.  per  mo.,  2  H.  P ?4.00 

Minimum  charge  per  H.  P.  per  mo.,  all  over  2.  H.  P 1.00 

During-  the  pasit  year  the  number  of  custo-mers  served  for 
light  and  power  in  the  various  towns  was  as  follows : 

Kallspell   1222 

Whitefish     363 

Columbia    Falls    77 

Bigfork     24 

Poison    I 194 

The  total  iiuniiber  of  cU'Stoaners  served  with  electrical  energy 
generated  by  water  ipower  is  i686.  The  total  distance  from 
generating  station  to  the  farthest  point  served  is  about  40  miles 
It  will  he  noted  that  Kalispell  has  many  tim'es  the  nu'm'ber  of 
consumers  in  W.hitefisih,   Coluimibia  Falls  and  Bigfork. 

The  Poison  plant  is  steam  generating,  somewhat  isolated, 
which  condition  makes  the  cxipense  of  operation  greater  and 
precludes  its  toeing  classed  with  other  small  towns  in  which  re- 
spondent operates. 

The  present  schedules  are  not  uniform  nor  well  designed.  At 
Kalispell  there  is  a  very  abrupt  drop  in  the  lighting  rate  at  300 
K.  W.  H.  oi  consumption.  At  Whitefish  the  power  rate  is  less 
than  Bigfork  or  Columbia  Falls.  At  Bigfork  the  lighting  rate 
current  charge  is  low  as  compared  with  other  towns  of  the 
same  class,  and  the  minimum  monthly  charge  is  high.  It  will, 
therefore,  be  apparent  that  a  readjustment  of  the  schedules 
should  be  made,  and  after  a  careful  consideration  of  the  ntim- 
erous  and  various  angles  of  the  situation,  and  having  consid- 
ered the  available  field  of  consumption,  as  compared  with  the 
capacity  of  the  facilities  installed  to  produce  electric  current, 
we  find  that  the  rates  now  in  effect  should  be  adjusted  to  pro- 
mote uniformity  and  to  eliminate  discrimination. 

Wherefore,  the  schedule  of  rates,  together  wth  the  rules  and 
regulations  governing  same,  which  are  attached  hereto  and 
made  a  part  of  this  Report  and  Order,  shall  become  effective 
not  later  than  July  2d,  1914,  and  sihall  so  remain  in  effect  until 
the  further  order  or  apiproval  of  the  Commission. 
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The  Secretary  is  directed  to  serve  upon  the  Northern  Idaho 
and  Montana  Power  Company  a  true  and  certified  copy  of  this 
Report  and  Order. 

PUBLIC  SERVICE  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA. 

By  R.  F.  McLaren,  Secretary. 
Helena,  Montana,  June  17th,  1914. 

SCHEDULE  OF  RATES  FOR  KALISPELL. 
Schedule  "A"— General  Rate. 

First  100  K.  W.  Hours  used  per  month  lie  per  Kilowatt  Hour. 
Next  100  K.  W.  Hours  used  per  month  10c  per  Kilowatt  Hour. 
Next  200  K.  W.  Hours  used  per  month  9c  per  Kilowatt  Hour. 
Next  200  K.  W.  Hours  used  per  m.onth  T^c  per  Kilowatt  Hour. 
All  additional  K.  W.  Hours  used  per  month  6c  per  Kilowatt  Hour. 

The  above  suibject  to  a  discount  of  ten  per  cent  (10%)  if 
paid  at  the  Company's  office  within  ten  days  froim  date  of  bill. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  of  $1.10,  less  a  discount  of  ten 
cents  iff  paid  at  the  Company's  office  within  ten  days  from  date 
of  bill. 

If  the  nuimtber  of  lamlps  or  sockets  connected  exceeds  twenty 
(20),  the  monthly  minimum  payment  shall  be  not  less  than  a 
sum  equivalent  to  five  cents  (5c),  for  each  50-watt  lamp  equiv- 
alent, or  eTnipty  socfeet. 

The  above  rates  apply  to  all  residence  and  commercial  light- 
ing and  incidental  heating  and  cooking,  signs  and  window 
lighting,  when  ^served  through  the  lighting  meters. 

Schedule  "B" — Window,  Sign  and  Display  Lighting. 

This  schedule  is  optional  and  imay  be  substituted  for  Sched- 
ule "A"  in  connection  with  advertising  signs,  display  window 
lighting,  building  outline  lighting,  and  similar  decorative  light- 
ing, provided  all  lamps  are  lighted  from  dusk  to  midnight  each 
and  every  night. 

6:5c  for  kilowatt  hour. 

The  above  rate  is  subject  to  a  discount  of  ten  per  cent  (10%), 
if  paid  at  the  Company's  office  within  ten  days  from  date  of 
bill. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  $2.00. 

In  connection  with  this  service  the  Company  offers  its  pa- 
trol service  in  turning  on  and  off  sxvdh  display  lighting  for  a 
charge  of  fifty  cents  (50c)  per  customer  per  month.     This  pa- 
trol service  is  only  available  to  installations  where  the  switch 
is  conveniently  accessible. 
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Schedule  "C" — Heating  and  Cooking  Rate. 

Separate  meter  is  required. 

All  wiring-  must  be  enclosed  in  iron  conduit. 

3.5c  per  kilowatt  hour. 

The  a'bove  subject  to  a  discount  of  ten  per  cent  (10%)  if 
paid  at  the  Company's  office  within  ten  days  from  date  of  bill. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  $2.25,  less  a  discount  of  twenty- 
five  cents  (25c)  'if  paid  at  the  Company's  office  within  ten  days 
from  date  of  bill. 

Schedule  "D"— Power  Rate. 

This  rate  applies  to  all  ipower  where  the  connected  load  is 
one  horse  power  (i   H.  P.)  or  over. 

First     250    K.  W.    Hrs.    used    per    month    6c       per    Kilowatt    Hour. 

Next     250    K.  W.    Hrs.    used    per    month    5c       per    Kilowatt    Hour. 

Next     500    K.  W.    Hrs.    used    per    month    4c       per    Kilowatt    Hour. 

Next  1500    K.  W.    Hrs.    used    per    month    3c       per    Kilowatt    Hour. 

Next  1500    K.  W.    Hrs.    used    per    month    2-2       per    Kilowatt    Hour. 

All   additional  K.   W.   Hrs.   used  per  month  1.1c  per   Kilowatt  Hour. 

The  above  subject  to  a  discount  of  ten  per  cent     (io%)     if 
paid  at  the  Comipany's  office  within  ten  days  from  date  of  bill. 
Minimum  (monthly  charge : 

First  10  H.  p.  @  $1.50  per  H.  P. 
Next  20  H.  P.  @  1.00  per  H.  P. 
All  additional  H.    P.    @        .75c   per   H.    P. 

SCHEDULE  OF  RATES  FOR  WHITEFISH,  COLUMBIA 

FALLS  (Including  the  Soldiers'  Home)  AND  BIGFORK. 

Schedule  "A" — General  Rate. 

Fh-st  100  K.  W.  Hrs.  used  per  month  13c  per  Kilowatt  Hour. 
Next  100  K.  W.  Hrs.  used  per  month  12c  per  Kilowatt  Hour. 
Next  100  K.  W.  Hrs.  used  per  month  lie  per  Kilowatt  Hour. 
Next  100  K.  W.  Hrs.  used  per  month  10c  per  Kilowatt  Hour. 
Next  100  K.  W.  Hre.  used  per  month  9c  per  Kilowatt  Hour. 
All  additional  K.   W.   Hrs.    used  per  month     8c  per  Kilowatt   Hour. 

The  above  subject  to  a  discount  of  ten  per  cent  (io%)  if 
paid  at  the  Company's  office  within  ten  days  from  date  of  ibill. 

Minimum  unonthly  charge  $i.io,  less  a  discount  of  ten  cents 
if  paid  at  the  Comipany's  office  within  ten  days  from  date  of 
bill. 

If  the  numiber  of  lamps  or  sockets  connected  exceeds  twenty 
(20),  the  monthly  minimum  payment  shall  not  be  less  than  a 
sum  equivalent  to  five  cents  (5c)  for  each  50- watt  lamp  equiv- 
alent, or  empty  socket. 

The  above  rates  apply  to  all  residence  and  com'mercial  light- 
ing and  (incidental  'heating  and  cooking,  signs  and  window 
lighting,  when  served  through  the  lighting  meter. 
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Schedule    "B" — ^Window,    Sign   and   Display   Lighting. 

This  schedu'le  is  optiomal  and  may  be  su'b&tituted  for  Scihed- 
nle  "A"  in  'connection  with  advertising  signs,  display  window 
lighting,  building  outline  lighting,  and  isimilar  decoTative  light- 
ing, provided  all  such  lamps  are  lighted  from  dusk  to  midnight 
each  and  every  night. 

6.5c  per  kilowatt  hour. 

The  above  rate  is  subject  to  a  discount  of  ten  per  cent  (10%) 
if  paid  at  the  Company's  office  within  ten  clays  from   date  of 
bill. 
Alinimum  monthly  charge  $2.00. 

Schedule   "C" — Heating  and   Cooking   Rates. 

Separate  meter  is  required. 

All  wiring  must  be  enclosed  in  iron  conduit. 

3.5c  per  kilowatt  hour. 

The  above  subject  to  a  discount  of  ten  per  cent  (10%)  if 
paid  at  the  Ccxmpany's  office  within  ten  days  froim  date  of  bill. 

Minimiumi  imlonthly  charge  of  $2.25,  less  a  discount  of  twen- 
ty-five cents  (25c)  if  paid  at  the  Company's  office  within  ten 
days  from  date  of  .bill. 

Schedule  "D"— Power  Rate. 
This  rate  applies  to  all  power  where  the  connected    load  is 
one  horse  power  (i   H.  P.)   or  over. 

First  250  K.  W.  Hrs.  used  per  month  6c  per  Kilowatt  Hour. 
Next  250  K.  W.  Hrs.  used  per  month  5c  per  Kilowatt  Hour. 
Next  500  K.  W.  Hrs.  used  per  month  4c  per  Kilowatt  Hour. 
Next  1500  K.  W.  Hrs.  used  per  month  .3c  per  Kilowatt  Hour. 
Next  1500  K.  W.  Hrs.  used  per  month  2c  per  Kilowatt  Hour. 
All  additional  K.  W.   Hrs.    used  per  month   1.1c  per  Kilowatt  Hour. 

The  above  subject  to  a  discount  of  ten  per    cent     (10%)    if 
paid  at  the  Company's  office  within  ten  days  from  date  of  bill. 
Minimum  monthly  charge : 

First  10  H.  p.  @  $1.50  per  H.  P. 
Next  20  H.  P.  (W  1.00  per  H.  P. 
All    additional    H.    P.    @     .75    per    H.    P. 

SCHEDULE  OF  RATES  FOR  POLSON. 
Schedule  "A"— General  Rate. 

20c  per  kilowatt  hour. 

The  above  subject  to  a  discount  of  ten  per  cent  (10%)  if  paid 
at  the  Company's  office  within  ten  days  from  date  of  bill. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  $1.50. 

If  the  number  of  lamps  or  soickets  connected  exceeds  twenty 
(20),  the  monthly  miniimum  paymient  shall  not  be  less  than  a 
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sum  equivalent  lo  five  cents  (5c)   for  each  50-watt  lamp  equiv- 
alent, or  emipty  socket. 

Schedule  "B"— Power  Rate. 
This  rate  aipplies  to  all   power  where  the  connected  load  is 
one  horse  power  (i  H.  P.)  or  over. 

First    250    K.    W.    Hrs.    used    per    month    8c    per    Kilowatt  Hour. 

Next    250    K.    W.    Hrs.    used    per    month    7c    per    Kilowatt  Hour. 

Next    500     K.    W.    Hrs.    used    per    month     6c    per    Kilowatt  Hour. 

All    additional    K.   W.    Hrs.    used   per  month   4c   per   Kilowatt  Hour. 

The  iaibove  subject  to  a  discount  of  ten  per  cent  (io%)  if  paid 
at  the  Company's  office  within  ten  days  from  date  of  'bill. 
Minimum  monthly  charge: 

First     10     H.     I'  150     per     H.     P. 

Next     20     H.     P.  1.00     per     H.      P. 

All    additional    H.    P.    ^        .75   per   H.    P. 

RULES  AND  REGULATIONS. 

1.  The  office  of  the  Company  will  be  open  daily  for  the 
transaction  of  business  and  the  accommodation  of  the  public 
from  9:00  A.  M.  until  5:00  P.  M.,  with  the  exception  of  Sun- 
days and  holidays. 

2.  The  Company  will  furnish  service  only  upon  written  ap- 
plication made  on  the  Company's  Tegular  iorim. 

3.  To  receive  service,  the  consumer  shall  provide  a  suitable 
location  and  connections  satisfactory  to  the  Company  for  its 
meter  or  meters.  The  consumer  recognizes  the  riglht  of  the 
Company  to  have  access  at  all  reasonable  hours  to  his  premises 
to  inspect  its  meters,  connections  and  service  and  to  change  or 
remove  its  meters. 

4.  The  Company  will  not  extend  its  secondary  lines  more 
than  300  feet  for  one  electric  light  consumer.  Extensions  of 
lines  for  power  service  will  'be  made  on  the  'basis  of  lOO  feet 
for  each  horse  power  connected,  ibased  upon  a  minimum  service 
of  one  year.  Extensions  of  more  than  i,ooo  feet  of  primary  or 
secondary  lines  will  be  made  only  upon  special  arrangements. 

5.  The  Company  shall  have  the  right  to  require  a  deposit  of 
a  sum  equal  to  an  estimated  amount  of  one  and  one^half  months' 
bills  as  a  guarantee  for  the  payment  of  all  bills.  In  lieu  of  this, 
a  suitable  security  will  be  accepted  by  the  Company. 

6.  Interest  will  be  paid  on  customers'  deposit  at  the  rate  of 
6  per  cent  per  annum,  providing  deposits  are  left  with  the  Com- 
pany for  six  consecutive  months  or  longer.  Also,  providing 
that  the  customer  has  used  service    continuously    during    the 
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period  and  that  his  ibiils  ior  current  have  ibeen  pa/id  durinig  such 
period. 

7.  Charges  for  service  will  ibegin  when  conuection  is  made. 
Metered  service  omly  011  the  Comipany's  ini'eters.  Ohiairaicter  of 
service  las  embodied  m  consumer's  accepted  application. 

8.  All  bills  are  due  wlien  rendered,  and  payable  at  the  Coin- 
pany's  office.  Discounts  'will  apply  as  provided  'herein,  and 
mu'st  be  shown  on  the  bill.  Failure  to  receive  ibills  will  not  en- 
title the  'Consumer  to  discounts  which  may  apply. 

9.  The  Comlpany  will  not  serve  a  consumer  who  is  in  arrears 
for  previous  service  until  such  arrears  liave  -been  paid  or  until 
arrangements  satisfactory  to  the  Company  have  been  makile. 

10.  For  any  temiporary  service,  the  consuimer  must  pay  all 
costs  of  connecting  and  disconneoting. 

11.  For  the  ipunpose  of  determining  the  amount  of  service 
used,  a  meter  sihall  6e  installed  by  the  Compamy  upon  the  con- 
sumer's premises,  at  a.  point  most  convenient  for  tlie  Company's 
service,  upon  the  reading  of  which  meter  all  bills  shall  be  cal- 
culated. Tf  anore  than  ome  meter  is  installed,  except  where  serv- 
ice conditions  on  a  consumer's  single  premiises  maike  the  in- 
stallation of  more  than  one  meter  necessary,  eadi  meter  slrall 
be  considered  by  itself  in  calculating  the  aimomnt  of  the  bill. 
When  more  than  one  meter  is  installed  under  the  exception  to 
this  rule,  the  sums  of  the  consumiption  sihall,  in  all  cases,  >be 
taken  as  the  total  consumption. 

12.  As  the  Company  is  supplying  different  kinds  oif  service 
in  different  localities,  to  protect  the  power  consumers  against 
the  purchase  of  improper  ai)pliances,  it  is  essential  that  power 
consumers  ascertain  from  the  Company  the  kind  of  service  sup- 
plied in  the  respective  locality  in  which  he  wishes  service. 

13.  In  case  of  failure  to  O'bbain  a  reading  of  the  meter,  an 
estimiateid  bill  will  he  rendered,  so  marked. 

14.  Any  temiporary  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Company  to 
supply  service  by  reason  of  accidents  or  otherwise,  shall  not 
render  the  Company  liable  beyond  a  pro  rated  abatement  of 
service  charges  during  such  interruption. 

15.  The  Company  shall  not  'be  'lia:l)le  in  any  event  for  any 
damage  whatsoever,  caused  Iby  the  use  of  any  improper  ap[)ar- 
atuis  or  appliances,  or  any  imiproper  construction  or  placing 
thereof,  or  any  improper  use  or  operation  of  any  apparatus  or 
appliances  upon  the  customer's  premises,  or  for  any  damages 
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whatsoever  to  any  persom  or  ipersons  upon  the  customer's  prem- 
ises, not  caused  iby  the  Company's  neg^ligence,  and  the  con- 
sumer accepts  and  assumes  all  liability  for  any  damages  speci- 
fied in  this  rule. 

i6.  Should  the  co^nsuimer  desire  to  change  the  location  of 
any  arc  lamp,  sign,  or  other  equipment,  such  change  will  be 
nuade  only  at  the  consumer's  expense. 

17.  All  aippliances,  lamps  and  wiring  suipplied  by  the  Com- 
pany and  installed  on  the  consumer's  prennises,  shall  be  and  re- 
m'ain  the  property  of  the  Coimipany,  and  the  consumer  will  per- 
mit the  removal  of  same  by  the  Company  upon  the  discontinu- 
ance of  service. 

18.  Twenty-four  (24)  hours'  notice  (Sundays  and  holidays 
not  consiidered)  must  be  given  in  writing  at  the  Coimpany's  of- 
fice to  discontinue  service. 

19.  The  Company  reserves  t'he  right  to  discontinue  its  serv- 
ice without  notice  for  any  of  the  following  reasons :  For  re- 
pairs, for  insufficiency  of  energy  suipply,  for  non-payment  of 
bills  wlhen  due,  to  prevent  fraud  or  abuse,  for  the  failure  of  the 
consumer  to  comply  wiith  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the 
Company,  for  the  inability  of  the  Company  to  render  service 
by  reason  of  legal  process  or  direction  of  public  authority,  or 
by  reason  of  strikes,  riots,  fire,  flood,  accident  or  any  unavoid- 
able cause. 

20.  No  modification  of  the  Rates  or  of  the  Rules  and  Reg- 
ulations appertaining  thereto  shall  be  made  by  any  agent  or 
employe  of  the  Company. 


RULES  REGULATING  THE  INSTALLATION  OF 
ELECTRIC  METERS. 

a.  With  every  new  installation  (when  required)  a  Meter 
Connection  Block  must  be  installed  iby  the  contractor,  which 
wil  be  furnished,  iby  and  always  remain  the  property  of  the  Com- 
pany. 

b.  The  final  connections  from  the  Meter  Connection  Block 
to  t'he  meter  will  be  made  by  the  Coimpany.  Contractors  are 
requested  to  notify  their  employes  that  this  rule  will  be  strictly 
enforced. 

c.  The  connections  from  the  Meter  Connection  Block  to  the 
meter  must  not  be  altered  except  by  a  representative  of  the 
Compiany. 
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d.  Consuimers  and  contractors  must  .notify  the  Coimpany 
when  any  extensions  or  alerations  are  made  in  their  wiring. 

e.  M'Cters  im^ust  Ibe  located  as  near  as  possible  to  the  point 
of  entrance  of  the  service  into  the  building,  and  not  more  than 
seven  ifeet  from  the  floor. 

f.  Under  no  circumstances  will  mieters  be  installed  in  b  id- 
rooms,  bathrooms,  over  stoves  or  sinks,  Ofver  doors,  or  on  suip- 
'ports  sulbject  to  excessive  viibration. 

'g.  Plans  for  special  installations  anid  lighting  ^installations 
of  more  than  ten  kilowiaitt  capacity,  im'ust  be  siilbmitted  to  the 
Company  for  approval  Iby  the  contraictors  ibefore  work  is  com- 
menced. 

h.  All  wires  froim  the  end  of  the  service  to  the  Meter  Con- 
nection Block  or  imeter  closet  'must  be  run  in  comtinuous  con- 
duit. 

i.  The  imeters  of  the  Company  will  be  sealed.  The  break- 
ing of  the  seals  by  unauthorized  ipersons  tampering  with  wires, 
'meters  or  cutouts  is  prohiibited  by  law.  (Section  8659  of  the 
Penal  Code  of  the  State  oif  Montana). 

Should  any  question  arise  as  to  the  application  of  these  rules, 
where  there  may  be  an  apparent  conflict  with  "Standard  for 
Gas  and  Electric  Service,"  as  'pro»mulgated  in  the  Commission's 
Order  Niumiber  92,  dated  April  30th,  1914,  the  latter  will  in  all 
cases  govern. 
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OFFICE  OF  THE   PUBLIC   SERVICE   COMMISSION 


Docket  No.  431. 


Au'thorization  Nos.  2-146  and  5-102. 


IN  THE  MATTER  OF  application  by  the  Glendive  Heat, 
Light  &  Power  Company  to  amend  its  rates,  rules,  and  reg- 
ulations, governing  eleictric  service  and  steam  heating  in  the 
City  of  Glendive,  Montana.  Under  the  provisions  of  Sub 
Division  (C),  Section  11,  Public  Service  Commission  Law  of 
Montana, 

"No  advance  or  reduction  of  existing  schedules  shall 
be  made  rwithout  the  concuirrence  of  the  Commission." 
In  pursuance  thereof  the  Glendive  Heat,  Light  &  Power 
Comipiany  on  July  15th,  1914,  submitted  to  the  Commission 
tentative  schedules  of  rates,  rules,  and  regulations,  governing 
the  furnisbing  of  electricity  for  lighting,  power,  heating,  and 
cooking,  also  amended  rates,  rules,  and  regulations  applying  on 
steam  heating  in  the  Cit}'^  of  Glendive,  requesting  that  the  same 
be  approved  and  ordered  put  into  effect. 

An  audit  of  the  amended  scale  of  rates  disclosed  certain  ad- 
vances, w'hile  on  the  other  hand  many  reductions  would  thereby 
be  effected.  The  Com'mission  declined  to  iaipprove  these  filings 
as  a  whole,  and  desiring  to  be  further  informed  upon  the  sub- 
ject, cited  the  G.  H.  L.  &  P.  Company  to  appear  before  it  and 
show  cause  why  the  proposed  rates  should  be  authorized. 

Accordingly,  hearings  were  held  in  open  session  at  Glendive, 
September  2d  and  October  ist,  1914,  at  which  time  *m^uch  data 
was  submitted  by  the  applicant,  and  there  being  no  testimony 
offered,  either  by  the  residents  of  Glendive  or  the  city  itself,  in 
opposition  to  the  proposed  amendments,  and  the  Commission 
being  of  the  opinion  from  the  conditions  set  forth  in  the  ap- 
plicant's statement  of  its  position,  that  the  adjustments  sought 
to  be  imade,  should  be  authorized  at  this  time,  and  it  also  ap- 
pearing that  the  amended  schedules  would  remove  certain  dis- 
crimination, the  Comimission  hereby  authorizes  the  same  to  be 
put  in  force  and  effect  October  ist,  1914. 

PUBLIC  SERVICE  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA. 

By  R.  F.  McLAREN,  Secretary. 
Helena,  Montana,  October  10,  1914. 
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OFFICE  OF  THE  PUBLIC  SERVICE  COMMISSION   OF 

MONTANA. 


Authorization  2-100. 


WHEREAS,  The  Thompson  Falls  Power  Company,  a  Mon- 
tana corporation,  organized  for  the  purposes  of  developing 
water  power  at  Thompson  Falls,  Montana,  and  other  places,  in 
order  to  develop,  sell  and  dispose  of  electrical  energy  there- 
from, in  the  State  of  Montana  and  elsewhere,  has  regularly  sulb- 
mitted  to  and  filed  with  this,  the  Public  Service  Comimission 
of  Montana,  and  regularly  made  application  to  this  Commission 
for  the  approval  of  that  certain  contract  of  date  August  14, 
1914,  la  copy  of  wlhich  is  attached  hereto  and  imade  part  hereof, 
said  contract  ibeing  entered  into  between  said  Power  Company 
and  the  Federal  Mining  &  Smelting  Company,  a  Delaware  cor- 
poration, the  Green-Hill  Cleveland  Mining  Company,  a  Nevada 
corporation,  the  Tamarack  &  Custer  Consolidated  Mining  Com- 
pany, a  Nevada  conporation,  the  Hercules  Mining  Company,  a 
mining  partnership,  the  Cons'oilidated  Interstate-Callahan  Com- 
pany, an  Arizona  corporation  and  the  Day  Mining  Co.,  com- 
posed  of  Harry  L.  Day,  Eugene  R.  Day  and  Jerome  J.  Day, 
wlhich  parties,  with  who»m  ,  the  said  P'ower  Ooimpany  has  en- 
tered into  said  contract,  are  engaged  in  the  business  of  mining 
anid  reducing  ores  in  what  is  known  as  the  Ooeur  d'Alene  Min- 
ing District,  Shoshone  County,  State  of  Idaho;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  said  application  of  the  said  Power  Com- 
pany for  the  approval  of  said  contract,  came  regularly  on  for 
hearing  (before  this  Commission  in  open  session  on  this  28th 
day  of  August,  A.  D.  1914;  and. 

WHEREAS,  It  appears  by  the  evidence  introduced  before 
said  Commission  on  said  hearing,  and  the  Commission  finds, 
the  facts  to  be  as  follows : 

That  the  said  Power  Company  has  coiniimenced  the  construc- 
tion of,  and  is  noav  constructing,  a  large  dam  and  other  struc- 
tures and  appliances,  upon  the  Clark's  Fork  of  the  Columbia 
River,  at  Tho/m)pson  Falls,  Montana,  which,  when  completed, 
will  develop  and  furnish  water  power  to  approximately  the 
a'moiunt  of  35,000  horse  power.  The  said  Power  Company  has 
entered  into  a  contract  with  the  Chicago-,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul 
Railway  Company,  a  corporation  engaged  in  operating  a  rail- 
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way  system  in  and  through  the  State  of  Montana,  l)y  which  the 
said  Railway  Company  agrees  to  take,  not  later  than  January 
I,  1918,  electrical  energy  to  an  amount  approximately  equiva- 
lent to  10,000  horse  power,  and  it  appears  tlhat  it  will  probably 
be  a  period  of  more  than  two  years  (before  the  said  Railway 
Company  can  ta^ke  or  receive  any  of  such  power.  The  demand 
and  use  for  electrical  power  in  the  country  in  Montana  con- 
tiguoius  to,  or  which  could  practically  ibe  reached  and  furnisihed 
from,  the  said  development  of  the  Power  Comipany  is,  and  for 
some  considerable  period  will  proba)bly  continue  to  be  for  less 
than  1,000  horse  power;  that  at  least  until  the  taking  of  power 
■by  tilie  said  Milwaukee  Railway  Company  under  said  contract, 
the  said  Power  Comipany  will  not  be  able  to  dispose  of  power 
sufficient  to  jiistify  the  completion  of  the  said  plant,  or  even  to 
pay  the  operating  expenses  and  any  adequate  return  upon  the 
large  suims  of  money  already  invested  dn  said  development,  and 
the  sai'd  Power  Company  will  be  compelled  to  discontinue  oper- 
ations upon  the  said  development  for  a  considerable  period  un- 
less it  can  ifind  immediaite  market  ifor  some  of  said  power  outside 
of  the  'State  of  Montana ;  that  the  construction  of  said  power  de- 
velopimient  is  employing  a  large  number  of  men  and  that  the 
cessation  of  su'Oh  operations  will  for  a  consideralble  period,  de- 
prive a  'great  many  men  of  iwork  in  the  State  of  Montana ;  that 
the  amount  of  power  contracted  for  is  very  large,  it  being  for 
the  total  amount  of  electrical  power  to  be  purchased  during  the 
term  of  said  contract  Iby  said  mining  operators,  for  any  of  their 
uses,  the  contract  providing  that  the  Power  Company  shall 
furnish  a  minimum  of  5,000  and  a  imaximuim  of  10,000  horse 
power,  with  a  right  to  ca'll  for  still  more  if  available.  The 
period  for  w'hich  the  said  Idaho  imining  operators  agree  to  take 
said  power  is  a  long  one.  The  said  power  under  said  contract 
is  to  be  delivered  by  said  Power  Comipany  at  a  point  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty-one  miles  from  its  said  power  •development  at 
Thompson  Falls.  The  load  factors  under  which  said  po"vver 
will  'be  used  in  said  'mining  operations  will  be  comparatively 
high  and  constant,  making  the  demand  a  steady  one,  and  such 
ibusiness  desirable  and  profitable  to  the  Power  Company  as 
compared  with  certain  other  classes  of  power  uses,  and  partic- 
ularly in  connection  with  the  loads  to  Ibe  taken  under  said  Rail- 
way Company  demands.  The  power  under  said  contract  is  to 
be  used  in  the  state  of  Ida'ho,  and  unless  the  said  Power  Com- 
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pany  be  able  to  sell  and  furnish  saiid  power,  the  proceeds  de- 
rived from  this  Idaho  con&um'ption  will  go  elsewhere  than  to  a 
Montana  enterprise  or  channel. 

WHEiREFO'RE,  Under  the  facts  aforesafid,  and  the  other 
facts  and  imatters  elicited  upon  said  'heariing,  the  Coinimission 
finds  the  said  contract,  under  all  of  its  termis  and  provisions,  to 
be  fair  amd  reasomaible,  and  not  discriiminatory  as  against  any 
of  the  rates  and  schedules  filed  with  and  approved  by  this 
Commiission,  or  settled  and  adopted  by  this  Corramission,  in  re- 
spect to  the  furnishing  of  power  by  said  Power  Company  or 
any  of  the  other  Power  Companies  operating  in  the  State  of 
Montana,  and  the  isaid  contract  is  hereiby  approved,  and  the  ex- 
ecution and  carrying  cmt  of  the  same  authorized. 

PUBLIC  SERVICE  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA. 

By  R.  F.  McLaren,  Secretary. 
Helena,  Montana,  August  28,  1914. 


226 


SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


t-(MO0 


•C/OT(<t>.     •  •>!•  to  C- rj<  t- C- iH  ■» 


00  J^ ->»<•<»<  O  00 -O"  (M      .tTOOJ      .tO'^OOm  i-HOO 


OS 
CO 


•  ooo 

•COOl-l 


o 


< 
< 

o 


o 

I— t 

H 

<d 
o 


H 

0 


HI 

z 

D 
-> 

o 

z 

5 

z 

UJ 


o   - 
u 


DC 

o 
u. 

V) 
111 
(0 

z 

lU 
Q. 
X 
111 

o 
z 
< 

«) 

HI 
D 
Z 
111 
> 
III 

cn 

(5 

z 

< 

a: 
u 

Ql 

o 

z 

Ul 


D 
O 
Hi 

Q 
Z 
< 

H 
Z 
< 


1  ■>->  a 

C  a!  05 


cc 

< 

UJ 

bD<D 

> 

G  2 

tu 

T 

S  ii> 

1- 

O 

c 

S 
O 

O 


a-. 

•  ■rt*      • 

CTS 

o 

r^ 

Oi 

•  OT    • 

00 

TJ< 

CO 

CO 

!oJ    1 

tH 

tH 

oj 

■* 

.05      . 

1- 

M 

tH 

in 

.00      . 

t^ 

CO 

m 

tH 

CO  COM 

loooi 

t-COi-l 


•  toio 

•CO  t~ 

!odoo 
.coco 

.-*tH 


.«o->»« 

.0100 

iOlLO 
.OS'* 
.50  00 


C«l^Ca«C      .  r-l  O  tC  05  T(<  iH  CO  CO  lO      •  t- 00  ■«1<      •  COIM  lO  tO  0»  05  O 
l^OllCOl     ■■*rHOr-IC^T)'l^<>JcO      -COCOCO      ■■^CDiniOr-lt^.CO 


(MOOOOC^ 

CO  00  coo 
com  CM  oj 

00  CO  CO  o 


,  C<1  00  Cvl  O -^ -^  r-(  05  ^  _^.,j,^ 
.  ■'I'C-OCCOOrH'Hro^j-,  .0510'.:^ 
.  00  t^CO  oT       t^r-^CD  isj'     .oo"cDC^f 


.  CC  CO  C^  t-.. -"^  CO -.S* 
.  Ci  CvJ  05  C^  C^  CO  CO 
.  M  CO  OJ  O  OO  ■*  CO 


•  O  C-  IM  t- 


00  CO 
CO  CO 


cl  Q.  C 

>     H 


a 
o 


CO  come 

OC  t--  ■■!}«  c 


St^OCDcOOOOrHo      'rHOrH      't^t^iftt^      .00^1 
>mmO00t^MOrH      -Or-IO      .  CO  CO  OS  00      •  t^  OS 


O  -^  Tji 

rHCOO 
C<1  — f -^ 


O 

o 
o 

ITS     *  05 


.t05mC<JCOr-)O5C0c> 

iooooo-^ir^icmco 

5O':I^CMC0l>.T*'~rH 

'•^cTco  c^o  00  oc  i>r 

(M  CO         OC        t—  -H 


.  OOOO  CO 

.ctuoeo 

•Co'cTrH 
•  55rHC-l 


,  t^cooo  ■* 
,  cocq  cocM 
,  "-^t-i  cot- 
No"  cqio 
'  ^-t  00  cq  in 

CO       rH 


COCO 

Icom 

.MCO 

.  o  "^ 

•tH"0 


OOOO  -OOOOOOOOo 

oooo  'Ooooooooo 

ocooth  ■  (Min om coo ococ^ 

M      t-T i-T  '.  r-^     oicS     r-Ti-i  T-t 


■00  'O  .Ooooooo> 

•  C^^  -O  .OoOOLOOO 

. -^  -eg  .  O  00  TJ*  C<1  c^^  in  o 

ic^r  !rH  *in      th    t-^c<r 


be  •    •    •    •  bfl 
u  •  -a 

■  tn  S  o  d  3 


-.MS 
0)  o 


o 
.5 


•^2  ^ 
c  o 


.2     is 


::s  ii  .s  o  oj  «  e 


o 


O  3 
Op.-  o 


O 

4)        O 

O  !-      r1 


'o 

o      o 

2  !-*^ 
c^  rt  C 

c  <v  « 
<!CQM 


■a  I 
■s  . 

it 

■  '3 


o 


o 

o 

o  a> 


ct! 


C  IJ  O  c3 


•?  t.:3  c  oj 

tj  4)  S-(  o  ^ 

UOWHH 


»j  ~  m  c  ra  v 


o  o 


o 
O 


05  O  TO 

§§5 


4)  g 


St. 

(D  O 
«2>- 


c3^ 


=3 


rn  ►*>  ^  in  O 
c-^^  4)  tn 


>> 

CS  4> 

o 
u 

3.t: 

01 


RAILROAD  COMMISSION  OP  MONTANA 


227 


hen 
C  * 


00 


o 
o 

o 


00 


b£ 


«  fc  > 


C  3 

2  > 
«  « 

aoi 
O 


o 
o 

CO 

in 

OS 


®  ft/? 


CO 

«»9- 


1-1 

o 

CO 


C 
O 


a 

o 


d 

o 
o 


o 

o 


-S2 


it 

i  S  oj  ij  cS 


ClCI 


6D 


0) 

I  ^,  c  o  2 

1  .C +-> -tJ  f5 


m 

0 

2  "St: 

O  ?►-»••-; 


:  :  d 

s   -fa 
top  c 


•  43 

•  <» 


c 

S 
o 
O 


« 

s 

ID 


o 
o 


o 

C 
ni 

o 


i-H 

o 

a 


o 
u 


H 


'S 


o 
O 


CI 

o 


(3 

O 


228 


SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


iH  C£>  CO  '^'  !M  C^l  «5  O 

l0 1-5  la  « "-<  t~  "=  o 

lO  Oi  lO  ^1  c^J  O  CT>  CO 


c  pj  01 


lO«5      . 

MOO 

into    . 

Oil-- 

1-HtH      ■ 

T-Hirj 

i-HO 

tHCO 

-r  -^    * 

CO 

be  4) 
C  3 
•J  C 

(D  0) 


CO  a;  o  0^  ^  '^  "^  ^ 

COCOoCCOOGC-^ 
OC>4eoMlCU^OW 
Oi  O  ,H  "^  ^^  ^  ^  *— ' 

CO  de^co 


p 

IE 


c5 


in«cco 
occ  o 

Ifti-HtO 

cooco 

L5  0  0 

^'coo« 

lOCO  ^c 
5DC1 


»1C 


O 


O 


ooo 
•ooo 


lo  lo  ^  o    ;  o  00  lo 


a 

o 
O 

h5 


v 

bo 
-a 
o 


c 
ee 

E 
o 
O 


.  be 

•  a 
m 

5m 


to  ^  "o  S'c  2 

13-3  C  D  Os£ 


o 
u 


o  o 


o 

O 

o    . 

^0) 


t-  C  f r  C  p  o  aJ 


oj  bo 


^- ;;  c  r3  o  —  £  r- 
o  «oc4=crr 


O  m 

50 


3      Ph  4) 

2  do's 
•2o.£H 

■M   C 


352 


O^ 


bti  o  o 


fifeiii; 


c  c 


RAILROAD  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA 


229 


05 

^- 

o 
CO 

U 

Z 
D 


a  * 


OOOOOOlrt-rt^OiCiCOOOOiCOOlAO 
OOi-10CTOOeO(MOt>'rHrHir:'*X)00'^0 


•IflOSlrtOOCOOiOb-C^Or-f© 


CO  ■^  CO  O  05  O -rj«  CO  CD  CTi  m  CO        i-HCOa^T-f 


.  (M05u:5THU50t*-U5C^05COOi 
.'«#<00CD^-00C£nH«Ot>-Tt*'*Oi 
,CDOOlO(MOOlOTt<OOcqOOOt>* 


COCOC<3         i-(rH         tH  CO        C<J         lO  rH 


•  Tf  CO  rH  lO  1-1  L3        i-tiMt^MUa 


H 

o 


o 
z 

t— I 

H 

o 

w 

I— I 
H 

t— I 

H 

d 

p. 

H 

w 


0 

z 

o 

z 
111 

< 

UJ 

>• 

Ui 

I 
»- 

o 

0) 

u 

(0 

z 
111 

Q. 
X 
HI 

o 
z 
< 

CO 

u 

D 

z 
111 
> 
111 
tc 

o 

z 

I- 
< 

111 
a 
o 

H 

z 

Ul 


Ui 

o 

z 
< 

I- 
z 
< 

_1 

0. 


C  d  « 


bcdJ 
C  3 

O.DJ 

o 


(c  o,  c 


c 
_o 

o 
o 


c 

a3 

a 

a 

o 

o 


o 
o 

3,033.28 

512.15 

19.95 

o 

05 

OOOOOOCOt^OC-lOOSOCOlOOOO 
OOMOOOt-THOintCOONC^C--* 

C^lTHr-TrOco'i-T        i-TtH        CvJOl        l-T       O'r-T 

OCOOC5USC-(MOlOOjaO*> 

OOt^lOoOOOOOC^lCSlTti-^lfti-fCCJo     • 

OOcr)OOoOOr-iOt--OrHOOO'MOO      • 

Oi-tO 
OMO 

C^LOOOOOOOiO 

rH-r^OOfMOOOt-- 

oOi-Hu::iooo<MOcooocDcourDcoOo    . 

O  O  (M  1— 1  lO  O  lA  t^  O  CO  t- '<r  Oi  CO  CO  i-i  irt      . 

CC>Ci^-Oi;DOt--Oi-H'MOOOiCOOOCD      . 

coc<r(M"oi"o"c^"i'c^'"'<i'*cor-rir5oi"     toiac^t-^    ■ 

(M  1— 1         (M                     'D                     C^l  -\1      1 

6.300 

12.077 

2.560 

OO  -^  O  C^i  lO  O  r-5  OO 
TfTj^OiHrHOrHC^I 

^00         crcTor-Tc^l' 
COrHCDi-i 

-iJ  TO  4J  tij  -^  o  -^   '-'  ^  Q   3  C    ^  -S  H-H  ^  <U  TO   tp  .^  1.U   ^  0)  ;;^   -o   ^^  — <   p  "   a*  w  ra 


o 
U 

.  o 


•S       '  o  »  d 


0 

u 

o 

+J   EC 


o 
U 
o 

h   .    - 


o 
O 

!-. 
O 


0)^ 


a; 

0)      "1::;.:;  c3 

.t;  3  cs  ct  ii 

UOPC£!K 


^■-  (D     . 


So 


■o   .     Po   .HJpT   -^   •'■        • 


^•a  oj  4)  t: 


OJ  .1 


IJ  5>  rt 
-:OEh  I 

dj  CO 

.  ^  o 

•St*- ii 


O 

o 

4) 

O 


0^-3 
H      o3 

m     •  <"        "^ 

0.0  «  0-S 
^^  d-S  o 

c  -ajs^ 

2£c£5 
Co  3t:t! 

O  O  O  O  o 


>.'-' 


230 


SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


tmro 
c  * 

-M  c 


t-     •  t-  «;  1. 

CO      .Vj'^ 


,-|0 

into 


.S  3 

I  *J  c 

C  fS  4) 

O  *;?  > 


bCOJ 

fc.  > 

a)  a> 

O 


•COrHo;^ 

.  10  OS  (M  L-_ 
•  M        CO '^l" 


-a 

C  aj 


cif 


-"  CO 


g 

0 

•  0  0  IM  " 

r-1 

•  0  ^P-(in 

CO 

:cOr-i^^ 

5. 

OJ 

.^-*5m 

«-( 

CO 

.OO^co-"! 

0 
1-1 

;iH      CO 

d 
o 
o 


c 

p. 

g 
o 
U 


000 


'  ©"O 


4) 

E-< 

•^  be  o  S 

S'olll  ,„  s-  <u 

.  o  J; "  to  o,  !- 

*"  '^  t^  ^l'  -a  — -  T^ 

O  '^  S  i.  *  •-'  t< 

.«  o  a  ?  >>  t»  i. 


o 
p. 

c 

s 

o 

O 


o 

Cm 
id 


o  = 

c 
boo 


RAILROAD  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA 


231 


so  to 
c  ^ 


rH  C]  -"l*  lH      •  CO  US 


,(0 


,  Ot- «DOM  CO  ©>1 10*^1000  05 

•  coiist-tDCDTfino^'^oco 


o-'Ceo 

OOIOO 


coc-1-1'*    .NrH    .<r>    ,oco^^lt3lOt-ocI5^^-cr>oc^lT^THeo 
^aaiOi'^    .oci    .Lfl    .■»*<co'rjHioc<icoirao'Mif:irH"*M'cDco 

iHOOt-C-     .eOiH      .05      .■^iHtHOONO^OSCOOJ        U3e0O>U5 


(MCOt 


•lot- 

•o 

■CO 


CO 


■*co      eq 


cos-It^ 

OOoOtH 
1-IOOrH 


o 
to 


< 
< 

o 


Ul 

z 

D 

o 

z 

Q 

z 

UI 

a: 
< 

UI 

> 

Ul 

X 
H 

DC 

o 
tl. 


d  oS  01 
OS-,  > 


t>0® 

^^ 

fc.  > 
<li  0) 

O 


o 

00 


lO 

00 

o 

00 

■^ 

Oi-l 
■<J^Cvl 

lO 
CO 

00 

o 

CO 
05 

in 


(M0500 
•*t-rHO 

•  eoc- 

*C5  00 

•  t- 

•  o 

ot-ocvjio-^Oinoinomioioo 

^T-lOt— 10L0Oicl0«Co0iC<JCDl0 

C0003C<1 
lOOOOlTj 
t-  LO  ^  T-t 

ffacoi^r-T 

.  !£>  t- 

.^-HlO 

••*  lO 
■CDtH 
•lO 

.e-1 

.o 

.  oo 

;o 

0i^C0^C0l010t-^05tDo-*00t-^r-i 

cr)cooOiH-*cJ5cqmooooc.i'nt-[-u:i 

C^l  -^ in  115  rH  r-  '-O  1-1  in  lO  Ol  S'J  O^O  tC 

co'''oaJ'-<n"iot^i-roo     oJ         MTiJ'cJ 

CO  i-H  CI  CD        M 

NIO 

05<M 


10©0 
COio  t- 

tgooi-i 

^^  CO  Oi 

oJio-iii 


o 

O 

W 
I— I 

H 

I— I 

t3 

P^ 

W 
H 
< 


to 

UI 

z 

UI 
Q. 

UI 

Q 

Z 
< 

to 

Ui 

Z 
Ul 

> 

u 
oc 

a 

z 

< 

Ul 
Q. 
O 

h 

z 

UI 


a 

Ui 

o 

z 
< 

Z 
< 

_1 


e  is  "^ 

(C  o  Cr 


c 

O 


;3 
p. 


a 
o 

o 
o 


in 

■*  in  CO  00 

.coco 

.t-Oi 

.o 

.  LO  cn  iH  00 1- Tf 
.  coincD  ccT-to 

in 

LO 

to 

12,431 

31.847 

42,895 

1,744 

•O-qJ 
OlO 

_  t— CD 

•ooco 

-  CiCJ 

•■* 

■oj 

CO 

•in" 

■CO 

'  lO  lO  O  .H  C35  05 

•  T-H  CD  CO  CO  t^- OC 

;  lO  in  o  L—  ;/3  t— 

•  cdoot-^cvTooo" 

•  T-vCOOc;  IOC- 

CO        C-IO 

ftCr 

:V 

•oOO-o;o 
!c;oot-o 
.ocOcaooio 
•  i-q-in  in  in  eq 


o     oooo    .oo    .o    .oooooooo  .o<^oooo 

o      Oooio    .oo    .o    .oooooOoo  .oSoooo 

incDc-co    .010    ."J"    .eDO<i o_io oioino  .ioSThCOCdc^io 

•lOC^f     ■  rH  *  iHCd'mc-ICO        u^  •  r^ 

»    <D        »         jt  i-li-< 


o 

c<r 


-o 


o 


Co    ^    (T). 


>  Sr; 


(I> 

be 


a 

o  c  ^        -• 


■  c6  corr 


D 


o 


go 

0)0)0) 

mwffi 


W)0) 


01  C  t^--- 

oooo 


o  o 
u  u 

O)  (D 
O-'-'-H' 


J  O-'-'-H' 

•"iQ  cd  cd 


o  o 


o 


S  01 


'-^co'^^ 

ino'«o 
in  J5-* 


OqO 

ogo 


0> 

fqWo 


^k2  a  ci 
•■5^>.2iSo 


.1^ 

O  fc, 


•^  O       Ij  C  O) 


2  6^5 


E- 


■HS§ 

4)  Q 


232 


SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


?«^ 


MOJO  t-Ot- 

r.i  t>^  O  CO  C  ]  Ci 
lO  00  CT>  M  CO  M 
C^l  lO  i-H  CO  00  ,H 

CO  >-i  cqiH 


•  00  <M  U5  rH  rH  ■>*< 

•  c- CO  CO  «c  ce  02 


•00 

•  o 


.  t^  T-t  Tt  a:  o^  CO    .CO 

.  »ft  O  CC  ..J* -T  r-t      .00 
.  .q>  ■«<■«' O  O  i-H     .00 


Ma, 
1  *J  c 


o 

00 

oco 

IMCO 

eoio 

00.<)< 

co_ 

o 

OJ 

e-1 

C  3 

£  t> 

O 


$        2,023.50 
5.082.39 
6.325.95 

87,940.84 
3.391.55 
1.358.75 
17,443.11 
94,675.18 
27,238.99 

4,359.37 

26,051.70 

1,381.27 

5,900.92 

8,944.90 

10,078.09 

8,597.35 

C^OO     . 

O  CO  CO  CO  o  C- 

.t-T^OoOO 

ooo    . 

(M  Tf  CO  1-H  CO  OC 

.oooo  oo 

2*5 
Scft 

ooo  o 

CO  CvJ  00  t--  1-H  CO 

'  Oic^O  ooo 

<MOiO 

00  CD  CD  i^lt--  t^ 

i^cooooo 

coot-  ; 

00  Irt  o     ■ 

CO -M  CD  U5  i-H  Oi 

,^00000 

•  CO  o  o  o  irsO 

*  a,? 

r-H'^CO      • 

OCO  I-"  ooo  CD 

•  CO  o  :>o  rr  t-  CD 

>eW 

u^               r-(  -T  ri 

CI 

ct 


a 

o 

4-* 

§ 


oooo    ■oo=><=='22'^=>S'=>2'=^SS"='2 

oooo    .Sgooi-oooooSoOocgo^ 
5o-,  lOio   ^  :;J  o  iO  i^  o_o  o  o ''^  i« '^  r-1  o  o^ a;  "5 


C 

o 
u 


o 


■  d 


o 


>>  •      a)   • 

-.w    •  bBbD    ■ 

gSn   :  g-a     -d 
~^^        2qac 

.ii  i- i"     "i  i- m  s- !- >.2".3  fe  c  *  o:;:t3  3  ^ 
S3o*J.2iJ!-ddK!(i,oj£d.-HOr:<i)00 

OHr^.  r^.r-irhch  h-i  T  E  W  ^  .J  SS  aCL  Oia;  Ph 


QHfefeOOOKffiSffiWjgSgfePiff;- 


■2        d^^^>     fi-g 


0) 


p. 

W 


O  tu  m 


SSSfktfpibf 


RAILROAD  COMMISSION  OP  MONTANA 


233 


r       O 


T-(00O  <M 


TO  d) 

^  D, 


05rH 

.(O     . 

t-CO 

.00      • 

■>!<■* 

!«   ! 

OOO 

.■*    . 

0:1  lO 

.iH      . 

000 

•03      • 

CO 

•  CO    ; 

o 

CO 


< 

:z: 

O 


o 

»— ( 

< 
O 

CO 

W 

H 
I— I 

Eh 

< 


111 

z 


O 

z 

o 

z 
111 

< 
> 

UJ 

I 

DC 
O 

Ul 

z 

UJ 
Q. 
X 
(11 

a 
z 
< 

(J) 
111 

Z 
U 
> 
Ul 
DC 

O 

z 

< 

cc 

Ul 

a. 
o 

I-' 

z 

Ul 
Q. 

5 
a 

Ul 

Q 

z 
< 

z 
< 

-I 


I  +J  c 

C  C«  01 

O  i;  > 
>-,  4)  <u 

^H  arc: 


bo® 


coooo  t-- 

OOOIOC^ 

t- CO  to  00 
^c^qci  lis 


o.<A 


c  5  "i^ 

«-  5, 


c 

a 
o 
ft, 


y 
o 


c 
S 

O 

O 


00  o^  coo 

1— tCiCD(M 


o;o 

CO 

ost^ 

•ii 

005 

C~1 

TT  0 

0 

00 

tH      • 

ocq 

r— 1 

•^0  „ 

CO      ■ 

* 

oooo_ 
ooooi? 
10  o  o  o  5 

COMLOe^'irT 
iHC^lrH'-'S; 


•c« 


«      tn      j—i 


'^  CO  0  t/}  -4-) 


U  w 

Uwo30t. 

<j3  01 

'3'-'  ^  „, 

«  <s3  O)  w  j; 


o 

G 
o 
W 

6 
U 


"3 


01  o 

2  o3*^ 

C+j  o 

C  0) 

I.S-S 

o  0)  a> 
^.  ;=  :3 

|H 

HhH(-l 
«    •    • 


< 

H 

o 


o 

z 

I— I 

< 

Oh 

o 


I— I 
H 

z 

I— t 

< 


Ul 

z 

-J 

o 

z 

□ 

z 

UJ 

cc 
< 

Ul 

> 

UJ 

I 
h 

oc 
o 
u. 

Ul 

w 
2 
Ul 
Q. 
X 

Ul 

Q 

Z 
< 

w 

Ul 

Z 
Ul 

> 

Ul 

cc 

o 

z 

h 
< 

DC 
Ul 
Q. 
O 

H 

Z 
Ul 

0. 

5 
a 

Ul 
Q 

z 
< 

z 

< 

-J 

D. 


bpa, 

I  -w  c 
C  1^  01 

O  !-  > 


be  01 

O 


Heft 

01  A  C* 


c.£ 


H 


c 

o 


c 
0 

o 


c 
a 

S 
o 
O 


c<io 

•0 

NOO 
CO 

.i«    . 

.«>    . 

;co    ; 

»» 

000 

oco 
000 

C>JI>^ 

00  I-! 


•O 
•CO 


OOOo^'— 
CO  C<1  ^C<I  i^ 


4)    ■  c3 


o 
o 

is 
o 


o  o 

_biii; 

OlS 

m  > 
bc~;  4) 

eg  2. 
mow 


d  d'S 


234 


SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


.3  m 
CO  <B 


tHiHOC 
NOCO 
COOrH 
CO  »rt  »-t 

0»f3  ?^ 
ION  CO 


•O  .-41 

;  cofh 

■  CON 

•  mo 

•  coo 

!co"io 


iiioj 
^  D. 


■  ccc»c. 

locir^ 
.  ■Mt-.— 

.-a>.-io 

•  O"t0  -5^ 
•i-llfOS 


O 


o 

O 

< 

l-H 

H 
W 
W 

t/3 


o 
CO 


UJ 

z 

o 

z 

Q 

z 

UJ 

q: 
< 
ui 
>• 

LU 

I 
h 

oc 
o 

L. 

W 
lU 
(0 

z 

LU 
Q. 
X 
UJ 

o 

z 
< 

« 

UJ 

D 
Z 
UJ 

> 

UJ 

IT 

O 

z 
< 

UJ 

Q. 
O 

h 

z 

UJ 
Q. 

5 
o 

UJ 

Q 

Z 

< 

h 
z 
< 

-I 
a 


lie 

o 


0) 

^1 


a 
O 


a;  « 


C, 

o 
O 


mm  ts 
oco  CJ 

N  lOCO 
COCirH 
t-CON 

CO  N  -^ 

m 


3 

a 
o 


ci 
o 
o 


.  co-^ 


cK     ? 


o 


ONtH 

t--T-lT-t 

35  CON 
CD  CO  CO 

-r  Nco 


•to 
•c- 


■?o 


5     ooo. 


<="lx,ooe.o 

^Sgt:--mNN 


5  U) 
5  c  ®  ! 


A' 


c3  a 

A  C    ^  —   C  O  <j 


o 

O 

c 


o 
>>  .u 


5!  o  a^   • 


;.«>.: 


ag 


jf'.i!      >.    to  aJ 

,^  o  S.  -r  CC  Ph 
'C       ri  ^        Co  C3 

CO  —  -M^-  ^-  m  c 
as  3d  <x>-5  O 


o 
a 

'A 


CiJ 

a 

g 
o 


<p 

•a 

3 


P  ft 

ft  01 
Crj  cS 

O  cj  E  o 

O  O  3  c 

0)  s-'3'3 
5jb£o  CJ 


iz; 
< 

H 

iz; 
o 


o 

z 

I— I 

o 

CO 

w 

H 

I— I 

I— I 
H 

< 
O 

w 
h-1 
w 


o 
w 

UJ 

z 


z 

Q 

z 

UJ 

< 

UJ 

> 

Ui 

I 
h 

oc 
o 

u. 

CO 
UJ 
CO 

z 

Ui 

a. 
X 
UJ 

Q 

z 
< 


1=3 

O 


0) 
.3  > 

g« 

a 
O 


3  3  c 
"D  ci  4) 

-M  3  o 
(D^  - 

£3H 


(0 

UJ 

3 

Z 

UJ 

> 

UJ 

0) 

a: 

o 

tt-l 

o 

z 

o 

h 

3 

< 

d 

DC 

til 

s 

Q. 
O 

Z 
UJ 

Q. 

5 
a 

UJ 
Q 

z 
< 

Z 
< 

-J 
Q. 


CCC5rH 
COtDtC 

ocoeo 

co--i>oo 


'TOO 
OO  t~ 

-S-OlC 

C7  0  *— 

IC  OlC 

ocTo"-^" 

N1CC5 


j-go  o 


O  o 


"^614 


a 
£ 


cec 
a^    *•§ 


■?s^m:5 


2  Mie  o 
5*^d2g 

3  «  g  «^ 

6oP4^« 


RAILROAD  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA 


235 


Subject:     Telegraph  Service. 

Carter,  Residents  of, 
a'gainst 
Great  Northern  Ry.  Co.  Telegraph  Dept. 
Complaint  was  filed  praying  that  the  Great  Northern  Rail- 
way Company  be  required  to  establish,  maintain,  and  operate 
a  commercial  telegraph  office  in  the  town  of  Carter. 

In  its  answer  respondent  agreed  to  comply  with  the  petition, 
and  the  office  was  opened  for  (business  on  or  about  September 
ist,  1914. 

SUMMARY  OF  ACCIDENTS. 

The  following  is  a  summary  report  of  accidents  occurring  in 
the  operation  of  public  utilities  other  than  steam  railroads,  year 
ending  Septem'ber  30th,  1914,  as  reported  to  the  Commission  in 
accordance  with  Section  27,  Chapter  52,  Laws  of  1913: 


Name    and    Kind    of    Utility- 
Anaconda    Copper    Mining    Company,    Electric. 
Anaconda  Copper  Mining  Company,   Street  Ry 

Butte  Electric   Railway,   Street  Ry 

Butte  Water  Co.,   Water    

Glendive  Heat,  Light  &  Power  Co.,  Electric... 

Great  Falls  Gas  Co.,  Gas 

Great  Falls  Power  Co.,  Electric   

Helena  Light  &  Railway  Co.,   Street  Railway. . 

Montana  Power  Co.,   Electric    

Montana  Power  Co.,    Street  Railway    

Mountain  States   Tel.    &   Tel.   Co.,    Telephone.. 


Other  than 
Employes  Employes 

Killed      Injured    Killed  Injured 
1 


Total . 


1 
5 

29 


12 
6 


24 


SUMMARY     BY    CLASSES. 


Employes 


Electric  Utilities    . . 
Street     Railways 

Gas    Utilities     

Telephone    Utilities 
Water    Utilities     . . 


Killed 
3 
2 
1 


other  than 
Employes 


Injured    Killed  Injured 


Total. 


15 
3 
1 
3 
5 

29 


2 
16 


24 


THE  MONTANA  POWER  COMPANY. 

At  5:15  P.  M.,  April  3d,  1914,  car  No.  31  collided  headon  with 
car  No.  37,  on  "Simelter  Line"  of  the  Montana  Power  Company 
in  Great  Falls,  resulting  in  injury  to  one  employe  and  six  other 
persons.  The  collision  occurred  on  a  one  per  cent  grade  and  on 
a  ten  degree  curve  where  the  view  is  obstructed  iby  a  deep 
rock  cut. 
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The  investig-ation  shows  that  car  No.  31  left  the  smelter  at 
5:13  P.  M. ;  car  No.  37  left  Central  Avenue  terminus  at  4:50. 
The  motorman  on  the  former  stated  that  he  had  information 
that  car  No.  37  was  running  about  ten  minutes  late,  and  that 
he  expected  to  make  "the  second  siding."  Orders  making  meet- 
ing* points  'are  not  in  use,  neither  are  the  cars  icontrolled  by  sig- 
nals. Time  table  shows  leaving  time  at  the  terminal  only. 
Hence  car  No.  31  was  making  its  own  ^meeting  point  on  the  as- 
sumiption  that  the  other  car  was  ten  mimutes  behind  its  sched- 
ule. 

Both  cars  were  equipped  with  "Brill,"  double  truck  Peacock 
handbrakes  and  General  Electric  short  circuiting  ibrake.  Car 
No.  37  ascending,  was  empty,  otherwise  the  list  of  casualties 
would  undoubtedly  have  been  greater. 

The  Comimission  recommends  that  block  signals  be  installed 
at  all  points  where  the  view  is  obstructed,  as  a  precautionary 
measure  against  laccidents  of  this  'kind. 

Anaconda  Copper  Mining  Company — Electric  Light  &  Railway 

Department. 

At  5:15  P.  M.,  March  nth,  1914,  electric  'street  railway  car 
No.  3  collided  head-on  with  car  No.  10  on  Washoe  Smelter 
Hill,  Anaconda,  resulting  in  death  of  Motorman  Phil  Callan,  on 
car  No.  3,  and  im'inor  injuries  to  Motorm'an  Thomas  Carolan  on 
car  No.  10. 

Car  No.  3  left  the  "brick-yard"  at  4:55  P.  M.,  oar  No.  10  left 
the  Smelter  at  5:10  P.  M. ;  both  cars  were  on  time  and  making 
regular  trips,  and  according  to  schedule  car  No.  3  should  have 
taken  siding  at  Walker  Gulch  Spur,  but  for  some  reason  car  No. 
3  did  not  take  siding,  but  passed  Walker  Gulch  Spur  and  met 
car  No.  10  at  a  point  where  the  view  is  obstructed  from  either 
direction  by  high  bluffs  and  on  a  twelve  degree  curve. 

Other  than  the  two  motormen  no  ipersonal  injuries  were  sus- 
tained, although  there  were  a  number  of  passengers  on  both 
cars  at  the  time  of  the  accident.  As  stated,  Motorman  Callan 
was  killed,  and  there  being  no  conductor  in  charge  of  the  car 
over  that  particular  district,  no  statement  as  to  the  cause  of  the 
collision  was  obtainable.  It  is  very  evident,  however,  that  the 
meeting  point  was  overlooked. 

Both  cars  were  equipped  with  air  and  hand  brakes  as  well  as 
short  circuiting  electric  brake,  and  the  speed  at  the  time  cars 
came  together  was  probajbly  not  more  than  five  .miles  an  hour. 
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No  running  orders  or  block  signals  are  in  use  on  what  is  known 
as  the  Smelter  Hill,  neither  has  this  Commissioin  any  jurisidic- 
tion  to  order  the  installation  oi  safety  appliances.  It  is  evident, 
however,  that  where  the  view  is  obstructed  as  in  this  case,  and 
operating  on  mountain  grade,  automatic  signals  could  he  used 
to  good  laldvantage,  and  prdbably  iprevent  a  reicurrence  of  acci- 
dents of  this  kind. 

Butte  Electric  Railway  Company, 

March  28th,  1914,  at  about  3  :oo  P.  M.  car  No.  70  was  de- 
railed on  the  Centerville  Line  of  the  Butte  Electric  Railway 
Company  in  the  City  of  Butte,  resulting  in  slight  injury  to  one 
emiploye  and  two  passengers.  The  accident  happened  descend- 
ing a  7  per  cent  grade  and  on  a  curve  of  30  degrees.  Car  was 
equipped  with  hand,  air,  and  electric  short  circuiting  brakes. 
The  maximum  air  pressure  carried  on  cars  of  this  type  is  70 
pounds,  with  a  'minimum  of  55  pounds. 

Upon  investigation  it  was  found  that  the  air  brake  was  not 
working  satisfactorily  and  that  the  pump  was  inoperative  until 
the  pressure  had  gotten  down  to  40  'pounds.  The  hand  brake 
was  in  good  working  condition,  but  was  not  used  by  the  motor- 
man  when  he  found  that  the  car  was  getting  away.  Just 
prior  to  tihe  derailmient  the  short  circuiting  brake  was  used  and 
aipparently  slid  the  wheels ;  the  car  then  left  the  rails  and  turned 
over  on  its  side.  Had  the  motorman  used  the  hand  brake  'be- 
fore the  car  had  attained  too  high  speed  descending  on  steep 
gralde,  there  appears  to  be  no  reason  why  it  could  not  have  been 
stopped  or  sufficiently  reduced  so  as  to  make  the  curve  with 
safety. 


PART  V 
Miscellaneous 
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OFFICE    OF    THE    BOARD    OF    RAILROAD    COMMIS- 
SIONERS OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA. 

Helena,  Montana,  August  12,  1914. 
TO  THE  SHIPPERS  AND  REiCEIVERS  OF  FREIGHT: 

It  has  ibeen  our  experience  each  year  during-  the  ia.\i  months 
that  the  railway  companies  have  been  unable  to  supply  the  de- 
mand for  cars,  particularly  for  the  movement  of  grain  and  coal. 
The  purpose  of  this  letter  is  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
from  present  indications  this  season  will  not  be  an  exception  in 
this  respiect.  In  fact,  there  will  be  an  exceptionally  heavy  crop 
to  move  during  the  next  few  months.  Co-ioperation  between 
the  icarriers  and  their  patrons  is  aibsolutely  necessary  tO'  prevent 
the  incionvenience  and  loss  dncidental  to  car  shortages. 

If  the  shippers  and  receivers  of  freight  do  not  lend  their  as- 
si'Stanice  by  prompt  loading  and  unloading  of  cars,  the  shortage 
oif  equipment  will  thereby  be  aggravated.  FWery  shipper  or 
consignee  is  urged  to  lose  no  time  in  the  releasing  of  cars,  and 
it  lis  especially  urged  that  any  and  all  shipments  that  can  be 
made  now,  rather  than  deferred  until  the  situation  is  more  crit- 
ical, sJibiuld  not  be  delayed,  as  every  car  that  moves  while  the 
supply  is  comlparatively  easy,  will  relieve  the  inevitable  con- 
gestion later  on.  It  seems  to  us  a  wise  plan  to  ship  coal  right 
aiway.  This  can  be  done  without  any  additional  expense,  and 
in  fact  better  service  can  be  assured.  The  coal  movement  in 
this  state  is  a  very  important  item,  but  if  procrastinated,  it  is 
bound  to  deprive  the  grain  industry  of  the  cars  that  must  be 
furnished  for  that  business  during  the  fall  and  early  winter 
months. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

1.  Place  orders  for  cars  wtith  the  station  agent  in  writing. 

2.  Load  cans  promptly  and  to  full  capacity. 

3.  Notify  the  agent  as  soon  as  car  is  ready  to  move,  and  do 
not  ta'ke  advantage  of  the  full  free  time  allowed  under  the  rules 
for  loading  or  unloading. 

4.  See  that  sufficient  grain  or  other  commodities  are  on 
hand  to  load  the  car  as  soon  as  it  is  placed. 

5.  Do  not  use  cars  for  storage  and  do^  not  place  orders  for 
more  cars  than  are  absolutely  needed. 

BY  THE  COMMISSION, 
R.  F.  McLAREN,  Secretary. 
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RAILROAD  MILEAGE  AND  CONSTRUCTION, 

MONTANA. 

The  following  table,  as  will  be  noted,  s'hows  a  total  of  4783.2 
miles  of  railroad  in  operation  in  the  state,  November  ist,  1914, 
an  increase  of  395.1  miles,  as  compared  with  June  30th,  191 3. 

New  lines  of  railroad  under  construction  on  that  date  were 
reported  to  the  Commission  Iby  the  respective  engineering  de- 
partments as  follows : 

Great  Northern  Railway. 

From  Newlon  to  Enid,  29  miles ;  grading  completed  to  Lam- 
bert, a  distance  of  22  miles ;  track  laying  in  progress.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  this  line  will  be  opened  for  partial  operation  some 
time  during  the  montlh  of  N^oveniiber.  On  the  remaining  seven 
miles  from  Lambert  to  Enid,  grading  is  about  25  per  cent  com- 
pleted, but  all  work  on  that  portion  of  the  line  'has  been  sus- 
pended for  the  ipresent. 

There  is  also  under  construction  a  line  from  Lewistown  to 
Grass  Range,  36.5  miles,  grading  and  tunnel  work  about  40  per 
cent  completed,  and  work  has  (been  temporarily  deferred. 

T!he  two  lines  referred  to  aibove  from  Newlon  west  and  from 
Lewistown  east,  are  a  portion  of  the  new  Great  Northern  line, 
which  will  eventually  connect  these  two  points,  furnishing 
transportati'on  facilities  to  that  extensive  agricultural  section 
embraced  in  Dawson  and  Fergus  Counties. 

During  the  year,  the  Plentywood  Branch  has  been  extended 
from  Plentywood  to  Scobey,  a  distance  of  44.6  miles,  and  is 
now  being  operated.  The  Great  Falls  and  Teton  County  Rail- 
way from  Power  to  Bynum,  43  nuiles,  and  the  Montana  Eastern 
from  Snowden  to  Sidney,  16  miles,  both  of  which  are  controlled 
by  the  Great  Northern  Railw^ay  Company,  have  been  completed 
and  are  now  t)eing  oiperated. 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway. 

Grading  has  been  coanpleted  on  the  new  line  fromi  Great 
Falls  to  Choteau,  a  distance  of  approximately  67  miles,  but  no 
track  'has  been  laid  as  yet,  nor  have  any  buildings  been  con- 
structed on  this  new  branch  line. 

During  the  ipast  year,  the  €.  M.  &  St.  P.  Railway  Company 
has  completed  construction  of  lines,  Lewistown  to  Great  Falls, 
137.8  miles,  Hilger  to  Ro}^  23.9  miles,  and  from  Roy  Junction 
to  Winnifred,  23.1  miles,  which  are  included  in  the  following 
statement  of  lines  under  operation. 
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Northern  Pacific  Railway. 
Tlie  only  line  under  construction  at  this  time  in  the  State  of 
Montana,  is  the  Golden  Valley  Biranch,  connecting  with  the 
miain  line  at  Beaich,  N.  D.,  and  runs  in  a  southerly  direction  to 
Ollie,  Montana ;  the  leng'th  in  this  state  ibeimg  about  8.84  miles. 
Grading  is  in  progress,  and  it  is  expected  to  finish  the  con- 
struction early  in  191 5. 

Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  &  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Railway. 
During  the  year  the  Soo  Line  has  completed  and  put  in  oper- 
ation,  its  line  from  the  Montana-Dakota  boundary  to  Whitetail, 
a  distance  of  56  miles.  It  is  our  understanding  that  that  com- 
pany does  not  contemiplate  ifurther  construction  in  the  immedi- 
ate future. 

Billings  and  Central  Montana  Railway, 
This  is  a  short  line  built  during  the  past  year,    connecting 
with  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway   at  Billings,   and  serves   a 
rural  agricultural  section,  extending  north  and  east  from  Bill- 
ings, approximately  13  miles. 


MILEAGE  OF  ALL  RAILROADS. 

(Not  including  that  under  construction). 

Great  Northern  Railway. 

Main  Branch 

Line  Line 

From  To  (Miles)         (Miles) 

Dakota     State     Line Idaho  State  Line 691.3 

Great     Northern     Jet Great    Falls     223.4 

Great    Falls    Shelby   97.3 


Total 1,012.0 

Bainville     Scobey    1 97.8 

Pacific   Jet Great    Falls    121.5 

Great   Falls    Butte 169.3 

Lewistown    Moccasin    SO. 3 

Armington    Neihart     38.3 

Gerber Stockett     8.4 

Lewis    Sand    Coulee    2.4 

Great   Falls    Black    Eagle    5.1 

Vaughn    Oilman      40.3 

Virden      Sweet    Grass    36.5 

Columbia    Falls    Marion    41.0 

Kalispell     Somers      10.5 

Rexf ord    Gateway     8.9 

Great    Falls     Pair    Grounds     2.0 

Helena      Fair   Grounds    .7 

Mountain  View   Branch   (Butte)       3.3 


Total 616.3 

Lines  in  Operation  Controlled  by  G.  N.  Ry. 

Power     Bynum-Gt.   Falls   &   Teton   Co.   Ry 43.0 

Snowden      Sidney-Montana  Eastern  Ry 16.0 

Total 59.0 
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Northern  Pacific  Railway. 


Main 
Line 
From  To  (Miles) 

Dakota    State    Line Idaho  State  Line   776.9 

Logan   (via  Butte) Garrison      123.5 

De    Smet    (via   St.    Regis) Paradise     93.1 


Branch 

Line 

(Miles) 


Total 993.5 


31endive  Sidney     

Laurel  Red    Lodge    

Silesia   Bridger     

Mission    VVilsall    , 

Livingston     Gardiner     

Manhattan     Anceney     

Great    Northern    Tfr Elkhorn    

Rimini    Jet Rimini     

Clough    Jet Marysville     

Sappington    Norris      

Harrison    Pony      

Whitehall    Alder       

Drummond    Philipsburg     

Missoula    Darby    

St.    Regis    Ix)okout  (Idaho  Line) 


54.8 
44.1 
19.7 
22.9 
54.3 
15.1 
22.3 
16.4 
12.6 
21.0 
6.6 
45.7 
25.9 
65.5 
38.3 


Total 465.2 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Ry. 

Main  Branch 

FYom  Line  Line 

To  (Miles)         (Miles) 

Dakota   State   Line    Idaho   State    Line    748.1 

Harlowton   Lewistown      62.3 

Lewistown    Roy     41.8 

Roy  Jet Winnif red    23.1 

Jet.  Lewistown-Roy  Line   Great   Falls    137.8 

Lewistown    Grass   Range    35.9 


Total 300.9 


Gallatin  Valley  Ry. 


From 


To 


Three    Forks    Bozeman 

Belgrade   Jet Belgrade 

Bozeman   Hot   Springs    Salesville 

Bozeman    Menard   . . 


Total . 


Main 
Line 

(Miles) 

38.9 


Branch 

Line 

(Miles) 


5.5 

5.0 

25.0 


35.5 


Big  Blackfoot  Ry. 


From 


To 


Bonner     Potomac 


Main  Branch 

Line  Line 

(Miles)  (Miles) 

11.7 


Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  &  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Ry 

From 


To 


Main 
Line 
(Miles) 


Dakota   State   Line    Whitetail 


Branch 

Line 

(Miles) 

56.0 


Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  ailroad. 


From  To 

Wyoming   State   Line    Huntley      ... 

Frannie   Jet Fromberg 


Main  Btunch 

Line  Line 

(Miles)         (Miles) 

. .     105.» 

29.9 
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Oregon  Short  Line  Railroad. 


From 

To 

Silver   Bow    Jet Idaho    State 

Idaho   State   Line Yellowstone 


Main 
Line 
(Miles) 
Line    125.4 


Butte,  Anaconda  &  Pacific  Railway. 


From 

To 

Butte    Southern     Cross 

Stuart   Anaconda      


Main 

Line 

(Miles) 

48.3 


To 


Montana,  Wyoming  &  Southern  Railroad 

From 
Bridger     Bearcreek      

Yellowstone  Park  Railway 

From 

To 

Chestnut    Cook's    Mine     


Main 

Line 

(Miles) 

, .       25.0 


Main 

Line 

(Miles) 

10.4 


White  Sulphur  Springs  &  Yellowstone  Park  Ry. 

From 


Main 

Line 

To  (Miles) 

Ringling   White    Sulphur   Springs    22.9 


From 
Conrad      Valier 


Montana  Western  Railway. 
To 


Main 

Line 

(Miles) 

20.2 


Gilmore  &  Pittsburg  Railroad. 

From 

To 

Armstead    Idaho    State    lAne    

SUMMARY 

Main 
Line 
(Miles) 

Great  Northern  Railway    1,012.0 

Lines    controlled   by   G.    N.    Ry 

Northern    Pacific    Ry 993.5 

Chicago,    Milwaukee    &.   St.    Paul   Ry 748.1 

Gallatin  Valley  Ry 38.0 

Big  Blackfoot   Ry 16.7 

Minneapolis,    St.    P.    &   S.   S.    M.    Rv 

Chicago,   Burlington    &    Quincy    R.    R 105.0 

Oregon   Short  Line  R.   R 125.4 

Butte,   Anaconda  &    Pacific  Ry 48.3 

Montana,   Wyoming  &   Southern   R.   R 25.0 

Yellowstone   Park   Ry 10.4 

W.   S.   S.   &  Y.    P.   Ry 22.9 

Montana  Western   Ry 20.2 

Gilmore    &    Pittsburg    Ry 37.0 

Total 3,202.5 


Main 

Line 

(Miles) 

. .       37.0 


Branch 
Line 
(Miles) 

616.3 

59.0 

465.2 

300.9 

35.5 


56.0 

29.9 

9.5 

8.4 


1,580.7 


Branch 

Line 

(Miles) 

9.5 


Branch 

Line 

(Miles) 


Branch 

Line 

(Miles) 


Branch 

Line 

(Miles) 


Branch 

Line 

(Miles) 


Branch 

Line 

(Miles) 


Branch 

Line 

(Miles) 


Total 
(Miles) 

1,628.3 

59.0 

1,458.7 

1,049.0 

73.5 

16.7 

56.0 

134.9 

134.9 

56.7 

25.0 

10.4 

22.9 

20.2 

37.0 

4,783.2 
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ELECTRIC  AUTOMATIC  BLOCK  SIGNALS. 

The  following  shows  the  location  and  extent  of  electric  auto- 
innatic  blo'ck  signals  in  Montana  on  the  various  lines  of  railroad 
at  the  close  oif  fiscal  year,  November  30th,   1914: 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  Sc  St.  Paul  Ry. 

Lennep    to   Three   Forks    78.6  miles 

Piedmont    to    Butte    Yard    35.9  miles 

St.    Regis    to    Haugan    19.1  miles 

Total      133.6  milee» 

Northern  Pacific  Railway. 

Huntley     to     Livingston      129.4  miles 

Garrison  to   Missoula    68.5  miles 

Total    197.9  miles 

Great  Northern  Railway. 

Missouri  River  Bridge,   Great  Falls   .3  mile 

Rimrock    Tunnel     1.0  mile 

Butte  Hill   1.5  mile 

Mountain  Jet .5  mile 

Cut   Bank    Switch    Signals    1.0  mile 

Total 4.3  miles 

Total  State  235.8  miles 

DOUBLE  TRACK. 

The  following  shows  the  location  and  extent  of  double  track 
in  Montana  on  the  various  lines  of  railroad  at  the  'close  of  fiscal 
year,  November  30th,  1914: 

Northern  Pacific  Railway. 

Huntley    to    Laurel     27.91  miles 

Livingston    to     Bozeman     23.99  miles 

Garrison  to  DeSmet   75.92  miles 

Kildee  to  Trout  Creek    17.18  miles 

East   Butte    to    Butte    1.96  miles 

Total 146.96  miles 

Great  Northern  Railway. 

Summit  to  Java   14.66  miles 

Total    State    161.56  miles 
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BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA 


Docket  No.  421, 

BIG  SANDY,  Residents  of, 

Complainants, 
against 

GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY, 

Defendant. 
IN  THE  MATTER  OF  Opening  Up  Johannes  Avenue  Across 
the  Tracks  of  Defendant,  in  the  Town  of  Big  Sandy. 


HEARING,  February  6th,  1914. 
DECIDED,  March  i8th,   1914. 


REPORT  AND  ORDER  OF  THE  COMMISSION. 


Number  84. 

Hearing  was  regularly  held  at  Big  Sandy  February  6th,    1914. 

REPRESENTED: 

Complainants By  B.  D.  Harnden. 

Defendant By  W.  L.   Cllft. 

'■    M.  Nicholson, 

"    F.  D.   Kelsey, 

"    W.    S.    Herman. 

COMMISSIONERS: 
Boyle, 
Morley. 

Chapter  65,  Session  Laws  of  tbe  Thirteenth  Legislative  As- 
sembly requires  Railroaids 

"To  maintain  more  than  one  crossing  where  high- 
ways or  streets  intersect  said  railroads  in  unincorpor- 
ated cities,  villages  and  itowns  of  more  than  three  hun- 
idred  inhalbitants  *  *  *  Whenever  a  petition  for  a 
crossing  is  signed  Iby  at  le^ast  one-half  of  the  business 
men  residing  in  any  town,  city  or  village  of  more  than 
three  hundred  inhabitants,  shall  be  presented  to  such 
railroad,  a  copy  thereof  sihaM  be  sent  to  the  Bbard  of 
Railroad  Commissioners  of  the  State  of  Montana,  and 
unless  said  railroad  shall  construct  said  crossing  within 
a  reasona:ble  time,  not  ex?ceeding  sixty  days  from  date 
of  presentation  of  said  petition,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
said  Board  to  investigate  the  facts,  and  if  said  crossing 
is  ndcessary  it  imay  enforce  tbe  provisions  of  this  act 
by  appropriate  proceedings  in  a  suim-mary  manner." 
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Big  Sandy  is  an  unincorporated  town  having  a  population  of 
more  than  three  hundred  inhabitants,  and  in  accordance  'with 
the  ipmvisions  oi  said  chapter  65  above  quoted,  icomplainants 
did  on  or  about  tihe  loth  day  of  O'ctober,  1913,  'petition  the 
Great  Northern  Railway  Company  to  construct  and  maintain  a 
crossing  sixty- five  feet  wide  over  its  tradks  where  the  same 
intersect  Johannes  AveiDue.  Copy  of  petition  was  served  upon 
this  Commission,  signed  by  imore  than  one-half  of  the  business 
men,  and  thereafteir  on  Decemlber  loth,  1913,  we  were  notified 
that  the  railway  company  had  taken  no  action  thereon.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  statutory  sixty  days  having  expired,  a  date  was 
set  for  hearing. 

The  town  of  Big  Sandy  lies  on  tooth  sides  of  the  railway ; 
the  business  district  being  about  equally  divided.  On  the  east 
side,  Johannes  Avenue,  and  on  tlie  west  side  Montana  Avenue, 
are  the  principal  thoroughfares,  and  would  be,  if  the  crossing 
petitioned  for  were  put  in,  a  continuoiuis  street  irunning  east  and 
west.  There  are  now  two  crossings  by  which  traffic  may  move 
from  one  side  to  the  other,  one  being  located  approximately 
five  hundred  feet  south  and  the  other  perhaps  half  a  mile  north 
of  the  depot.  These  crossings,  petitioners  objected  to  on  ac- 
count of  their  inconvenient  location,  and  also  on  account  of  the 
steep  approaches  thereto,  seriously  interfering  with  heavy  haul- 
ing; while  the  proposed  crossing  at  Johannes-Montana  Avenues 
would  ibe  pra'ctioally  level.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  testimony 
shows  that  ipedestrians,  and  some  of  the  more  adventurous 
teamsters  are  now  using  this  crossing,  rather  than  "go  around." 

The  depot,  as  it  stands  now,  is  partially  in  the  street  (Johan- 
nes Avenue).  The  record  shows  that  this  building  was  moved 
about  three  years  agVD'  from  a  point  further  north  to  its  present 
location,  (but  why  it  was  so  placed  is  not  stated  in  the  testi- 
mony. The  objections  of  the  railway  company  to  opening  up 
this  street  are  on  account  of  this  fact,  the  alleged  dangerous 
surrounding  conditions,  and  the  location  of  switches.  Further- 
more defendant  exipresses  doubt  as  to  the  thorou'glhfare  in  ques- 
tion continuing  permanently  to  be  the  main  street  of  the  town. 
The  depot,  of  course  could  ibe  amoved ;  this  would  not  be  neces- 
sary in  order  to  afford  a  crossing  as  prayed  for  in  this  com- 
plaint. There  would,  however,  be  no  objection  to  moving  the 
building  if  thoug^ht  advisable  to  do  so.  The  fact  remains  that 
without  this  crossing  there  is  no  direct  communication  between 
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the  east  and  west  si'des  of  the  town,  which  as  heretofore  stated, 
is  about  equally  divided. 

ProbaMy  the  ibest  index  to  the  -comimercial  importance  of  Big 
Saindy  is  the  amount  of  business  transacted  with  the  railway 
company.  The  reports  filed  with  the  Oom'mission  'by  the  Audit- 
ing- department,  ishow  the  amount  of  revenue  on  traffic  received 
and  forwarded  for  year  ending  Noveiniber  30th,  1913,  to  be  as 
follows: 

Freie-ht    Fonvarded  Freight    Received  Ticltet    Sales     Total 

$44,465.73  $81,542.30  $19,887.80         $145,895.83 

or  an  average  total  revenue  of  $12,158.00  per  month. 

Having  reviewed  all  of  the  testimony  submdtted,  and  consid- 
ered carefully  the  facts  and  conditions  relating  thereto,  we  are 
of  the  opinion  that  the  request  of  petitioners  is  reasonable  and 
that  the  same  should  be  granted. 

Order. 

WHEREFORE,  this  case  being  at  issue  upon  comiplaint  and 
answer  filed,  and  having  been  duly  heard  and  su^bmitted  'by  the 
parties  hereto,  and  a  full  investigation  of  the  matters  and  things 
involved  having  been  had,  and  the  Commission  having  on  the 
date  hereof  made  its  report  containing  its  findings  of  fact  and 
conclusions  thereon,  which  said  report  is  made  a  part  hereof ; 

n^  IS  ORDERED,  that  the  defendant  shall  make  and  main- 
tain a  crossing  over  lits  tracks  where  the  same  intersect 
Johannes-Montana  Avenues  in  the  town  of  Big  Sandy ;  the 
work  to  t>e  commenced  not  later  than  thirty  (30)  days  from 
the   date   hereof,   and   completed   without   unnecessary   delay. 

It  is  further  ordered  that  defendant  shall  make  report  to  the 
Commission  the  date  on  which  said  crossing  is  completed  and 
ready  for  service. 

The  Secretary  is  directed  to  serve  upon  the  parties  hereto, 
a  true  and  certified  copy  of  this  Report  and  Order. 

BOARD  OF  RAILROAD    COMMISSIO'NERS 
OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA. 

By  R.  F.  McLAREN,  Secretary. 
Helena,  Montana,  ^^larch  23.   1914. 
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NAVIGATION. 
Certificates  and  Licenses. 
In  accordance  with  the  provisions    of    'Chapter    63,    Session 
Laws  of  1913,  licenses  have  been  issued  to  qualified  captains  or 
pilots,  and   certificates  to  seaworthy  vessels,   year   ending   No- 
vember 30,  1914,  as  follows: 


13 
50 
50 


Name   of    Boat 

Owned    by 

Swan     v.  K.  Millett  

Holt     Flathead  County  

Therriault     Klathead    County    

Wesley   E.    Wells    Sorners  Lbr.   Co 

Moose    Somers  Lbr.   Co 

Howard    James    Somers  Lbr.   Co 

Black   Mariar    Hodge    Nav.    Co 

P.    S.    T.    No.    1 Polson-Somers     Transp.     Co. 

Albatross     Hodge   Nav.    Co 

City   of   Dixon    Uixon-Sloan    Transp.    Co 

Guthrie     isomers  Lbr.   Co 

Klondike      Hodge    Nav.     Co 

Glacier    Great    Northern    Ry.    Co.     . . 

St.    Marys    Great  Northern   Ry.   Co 

Cassie     D J.    E.    Lewis    

Emiline    Frank   Kelly    

Ethel      Lewis  &  Kelly   

Defiance      W.    G.    Dewey    

Eva  B Hodge   Nav.    Co 

Somers     Polson-Somers  Transp.   Co. . . 

Jennie     Olaf    Wickner    14 

Star     J.    C.    Wood    30 


Authorized   to  Carry 
Pas.  Frt.  (Tons) 


50 

425 
21 

100 
34 
32 

120 

30 
97 


1 

20 

21 

(Towing) 

60 

(Towing) 

90 

200 

90 

63 

(Towing) 

110 

2 

5 

5 

4 

5 

(Towing) 

7% 

36 


Licenses. 

On    the   Waters   of. 


Captain's    Name 

Hoidal,      Ludwig St.    Mary's    Lake. 

Bond,    E.    C Swan    Lake. 

Palmer,    E.    R Flathead    Lake. 

Dewey,    E.    M Flathead    Lake. 

Clubb,  W.    H Flathead   Lake   and   Flathead   River. 

MacI>onnell,    Angus    H Flathead    Lake. 

Bond,    R.    M Flathead    Lake. 

Palmer,    N.    A Flathead   Lake  and  Flathead  River. 

Brown,    Wm.    Henry Flathead   Lake. 

Williams,     H.    O St.    Mary's   Lake. 

Bjork,       Carl St.    Mary's   Lake. 

Anderson,    Alfred    P Flathead    Lake. 

Taylor,    Wm.    T Flathead    Lake. 

Lewis,    J.    E Lake     McDonald. 

Von    Euen,    Ernest Flathead   Lake 

Bose,    W.    A Lake     McDonald. 

Abell,    R.    C Flathead    Lake. 

Kelly,   Frank   l.,ake     McDonald. 

Wickner,     Olaf     ^lissouri   River. 

Schuett,  Wm Flathead    Lake. 


Subject:     Highway  Crossing. 
Hibbard,   Residents   of,   and   \'icinity. 


against 


Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co. 
This  petition  alleged  that  the  railway  company  had,  from 
time  to  time,  promised  to  open  up  the  wagon  road  crossing  at 
the  station  of  Hi'bbard,  but  nothing  had  been  done,  and  people 
residing  north  from  that  point  were  obliged  to  go  about  two 
miles  out  of  their  wav  to  reach  the  town. 
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Hib'bard  is  not  incorporated,  and  the  crossing  in  question  is 
on  the  section  line  between  Sections  13  and  14.  Chapter  65, 
Session   Laws  of   1913,   requires   railroads  to 

"     *     *     *     *     maintain  -more  than  one  crossing  where 
highways   or   streets    intersect    said    railroads    in    unin- 
corporated cities,  villages  and  towns  of  more  than  300 
inhabita;nts,  and  to  provide  crossings  over  public  high- 
ways in  certain  instances  in  the  country  districts." 
The  coni'pl.aint  was  inform^al  and  was  so  handled  on  the  Com- 
mission's docket,   with  the  result  that  the  crossing  was   estab- 
lished and  opened  for  traffic  on  Jul}^  27th,  1914. 


Subject:     Highway  Crossing. 
County  Commissioners,  Toole  Co., 

against 
Great  Northern  Railway  Company. 

The  Board  of  County  Commissioners  of  Toole  County  filed 
petition  with  the  Commission  in  -accordance  with  Chapter  18, 
Session  Laws  of  1913,  praying  that  highway  crossing  over 
Great  Northern  tracks  between  Sections  i  and  2,  Township  31 
X.,  Range  i  E.,  be  made  more  accessi'ble  by  reducing  the  grade 
of  the  aipproaches  on  either  side ;  that  the  steep  and  abrupt 
crossing  then  existing  was  dangerous  and  prevented  the  haul- 
ing of  heavy  loads. 

We  are  advised  by  the  complainants  that  the  work  has  been 
done  in  a  satisfactory  manner  and  the  crossing  is  now  in  first 
class  shape. 


Subject :     Highway. 

County  of  Sheridan, 

vs. 

Great  Northern  Ry.   Co. 

In  Novemlber,  1913,  the  County  Commissiioners  of  Sheridan 
County  tooik  up  with  the  Commission  the  matter  of  requiring 
the  Great  Northern  Railway  Co'mpany  to  make  and  maintain  a 
highway  crossing  over  its  tracks  approximately  one-half  mile 
east  of  Froid,  on  the  Plentywood  Branch. 

Upon  investigation  it  was  found  that  there  was  some  con- 
troversy between  the  parties  as  to  what  portion  oi  the  expense 
the  County  should  stand.  The  amount  involved,  however,  was 
not  material,  and  the  rai'liway  comipany  agreed  to  do  the  work 
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■without  ibilHng  on  the  county  if  same  could  conveniently  be  de- 
ferred until  spring.  On  account  of  the  lateness  of  the  season, 
the  crossing"  'was  not  particulafrly  needed  during  the  winter 
months,  and  accordingly  it  was  held  over,  and  we  are  now  in 
receipt  of  advice  from  both  complainants  and  the  railway  com- 
pany that   it  has  been   comipleted,  and   the   complaint   satisfied. 


Subject:     Highway  Crossing. 
Moccasin,  Residents  of, 

against 
Great  Northern  Ry.  Co. 
This  petition,  signed  largely  by  the  residents  of  Moccasin  and 
in  that  vicinity,  prayed  that  the  railway  company  would  be  re- 
quired to  open  up  a  public  highway  over  its  tracks  on  First 
Avenue,  West,  in  the  town  of  Moccasin,  and  for  its  answer  re- 
spondent agreed  to  grant  the  request,  the  work  being  cornpleted 
on  or  about  June  30th,  1914. 

Petitioners  stated  that  the  railway  company  'has  done  more 
than  was  expected,  not  only  opening  up  the  highway,  but  a 
foot  crossing  with  a  six  foot  iwalk  was  constructed  from  the 
depot,  extending  across  the  entire  right  of  way. 


MAPS. 

The  Commission's  fourth  revised  railroad  map  of  Montana 
will  be  ready  for  distribution  soon  after  the  first  of  the  year. 
It  will  show  the  railroad  situation  as  of  January  ist,  191 5.  Our 
supply  oi  1913  was  issue  was  exhausted,  but  requests  \vill  be 
held  until  the  new  edition  is  received.  There  will  be  no  eharge ; 
write  the  Commission  for  a  copy. 
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